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SECOND APPENDIX 



CHINA PAPERS. 


(A.) 

PAPERS RELATING TO THE ALLEGED BREACH OF THE 

LAWS OF CHINA. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 
the 12tli October 1830. 

CHINA PAPEKS. 

(A.) 

Alleged Breach 
of Laws. 


“ On the 24th of the.8th moon of the 10th year of Taoukwang, rp.spectful)y, was 
received a letter from the Governor, on opening which the following statement ap¬ 
peared : 

“ Foreign ships coming to Canton to trade, and having foreign* women on board, 
it is only allowed, that before the merchant ships enter the port, they should take the 
foreign women and send them to lodge at Macao; they are not permitted to enter the 
port. This is a prohibition extremely strict. It is impossible to allow it to be viewed 
with contempt and opposed. 

“ Now I, the Governor, on inquiry, having heard that at Canton there is a Foreign 
Merchant who has from Macao brought his foreign woman (or wife) to Canton, who 

dwells 


We have this day received, through the Merchants, the three following Proclamations 
from the Viceroy, the Kwanchowfoo, and the Nan-hae-Keen. 

“ Governor Le, by Hoo the Kwanchowfoo, concerning foreign ladies coming to 

Canton, dated October 11th, 1830: 

“ Hoo the Kwanchowfoo hereby issues an edict to command an inquiry, and require 
answer. 


• The terra is not directly oltcnfiive, but not corapliraentnry or civil, like ‘ Indy ’ or ‘ wife.’ llic simple ivonl 
wife ( Tse) i« not used, but jfho, which applies to grown servant women, or any woman of advanced years, whether 
wife or not, 
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dwells with him in the foreign Factoiy. ITiis is manifestly done by the intentional con- 
Alleged Breach nivance and protection of the Hong Merchants and Linguists. If it be not strictly 
of Laws. inquired into, interdicted, and an expulsion take plac^ hereafter there will be a con¬ 
fused bustle and worse' imitation, which will be a great and wicked innovation on the 
laws and regulations of the Celestial Empire. 

** It is necessary to proceed to an extraordinary degree of correction in managing 
the affair. 

“ Therefore an Order is framed, addressed to the Foo Yuen, requiring him to 
assemble immediately with the Nan«hie>Heen, and, taking the lead, to summon together 
the Hong Merchants and Linguists before their bar, to iriquire distinctly who really the 
Foreign Merchant was who brought die woman ? In what Factory at present the said 
woman dwells ? "Why the Hong Merchants and Linguists protected, connived, and 
did not report'i* Whether the custom-house officers and patrole knew of the occur¬ 
rence ? Let one and all of these questions be inquired into, and answera returned, 
that 1 may investigate the facts. At the same time is made the duty of all the Hong 
Merchants to command the said nation's Chief to take immediately the said foreign 
woman, and hasten instantly to drive her away back again to Macao, ^f again there be 
presumption enough to connive and delay, the said Hong Merchants and Linguists 
shall positively be all degraded from their rank, prosecuted, and severely punished. 
Not the least clemency will be shown. Hasten ! hasten 1 &c. 

“ Receiving this, beside, ordering the Nan-hae to inquire and act, I hereby issue 
an order to the Hong Merchants to examine immediately-^Here follows an echo of 
the above.] 

“ Taoukwang, 10th year, 8tli moon, 25th day.” 


Hong Merchants’ Letter accompanying Governor Le's Order about Foreign Ladies. 

A respectful notification. On tlie 25th day of the 8th moon (October lltb, 1630) 
we received a document from the Kwanchow Foo, communicating the Governor’s 
Edict We now copy it, and send it to you to look at We pray you, gentlemen, to 
examine and act accordingly. We als:r pray you early to send back the foreign woman 
to Macao, and thus enable us to state back to Government If she does not go down to 
Macao, we must incur the Governor’s anger and reproof. At this time (the time when 
the Governor is angry), ask, gentlemen, your hearts if they also would not feel uneasy. 
“ For this purpose we write, and are with compliments, 

“ Yours, &c. &c.” 

Signed by Howquoy junior, and eleven other Merchants, 
The cypher or signature is not added by the 12th merchant 


The Governor Lc, by Hoo, the Kwanchow Foo, to the Hong Merchants, prohibiting 
foreigners going about in Sedan Chairs, dated October 11th, 1830. 

“ Hoo, the Kwanchow Foo, issues an order for :^e purpose of commanding an 
inquir}' and demanding an answer. 

“ In the 10th year of Taoukwang, the 8th moon and the 24th day (10th October), I 
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received from the Goverijor an official letter, on opening which it was as follows: ‘ It 
‘ appears that the Foreigners of the various nations coming to Canton to trade have aIIc'C(?K rcach 
‘ hitherto not been permitted, on the territory of the capital of the province of the j^aws. 

‘ Celestial Empire, to go about seated in sedan chairs. Now it is substantiated, tlmt 
‘ the attendants of the principal office of police have stated verbally to me, on the 21st 
‘ of tlie present, moon (7th instant), that they had seen a Company's foreign writer, 

‘ Asha (Astell), who has come to Canton from Macao, publicly entering his Factory 
‘ seated in achair. This really is opposing the dignity of the Regulations. 

‘ The Hong Merchants and Linguists dwell very near to the said foreigners : how 
‘ then is it that they have not in the least been aware of this, exaipined into it, and 
‘ put a stop to it? This is a complete disregard of the laws. 

‘ Uniting these circumstances, I immediately write an official letter giving orders, 

‘ and send the letter to the K wanchow Foo, that he may immediately take under his 
‘ direction the Nan-hae-Heen, summon the Hong Merchants and Linguists before his 
‘ bar, and examine clearly why the said foreigner, who has come from Macao to Can- 
' ton, enters the Factory seated in a chair? Whether the said Hong Merchants knew 
‘ of the circumstance, and purposely connived at it or not? Or whether there are 
‘ among the Hong Merchants some worthless vagabonds who have brooked to flatter, 

‘ thereby leading to the foreigner's presuming to perform this act of non-conformity 
‘ to old usage. Beside this, whether or not there have heretofore been any other 
‘ foreigners going out, and seated in chairs ? One by one examine and investigate 
‘ these things clearly and truly, and according to the facts report back again, that I 
‘ may investigate to the bottom. 

‘ Furthermore, with severity and earnestness, make responsible and command the 
‘ said Hong Merchants and Linguists to enjoin the order on the said nation’s Chief, 

‘ that hereafter the said foreigners, going from, the Factories to their boats, and from 
‘ their boats to their Factories, must all, as of old, walk on foot; they mu.st not over- 
‘ step their proper station or rank, and go about in chairs. If they presume purposely 
‘ to oppose, immediately shall the said Hong Merchants and Linguists be degraded and 
‘ examined, without any clemency being extended to them. Hasten ! hasten ! !’ 

“ On the receipt of this, besides causing the Nan-hae-Heen to examine and report 
back to me, 1 also, uniting the above circumstances, issue an order to examine into 
the subject. When the order reaches the said merchants, let them immediately exa¬ 
mine clearly why the said foreigner, who has come from Macau to Canton, enters the 
Factory seated in a chair ? Whether the said merchants knew of the circumstance, and 
purposely connived at it or not; whether there are some worthless vagabonds who have 
brooked to flatter, thereby leading to the foreigner's presuming to this act of non-con¬ 
formity to old usage ? Besides this, whether or not there have heretofore been any other 
foreigners going out and in seated in chairs ? Examine into these things clearly one by 
one; then taking with you the Linguists first, go to the Nan-hae-Heen with a prepared 
statement, and wait till he has managed the business to the utmost. Also present a pre¬ 
pared statement to me, that I nmy investigate to the bottom. Furthermore, with seve¬ 
rity and earnestness enjoin the order on the said nation’s Chief, that hereafter the said 
foreigners, in going from thei^^Factories to their boats, and from their boats to their 
Factories, must, as of old, walk on foot; they must not overstep their proper station or 
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rank, and go about in chairs. If they presume purposely to oppose, immediately shall 
the said Hong Merchante and Linguists be degraded and examined, without any cle¬ 
mency being extended to them. Hasten, hasten f These are the orders. 

“ Taoukwang, lOtlj year, 8th month, 25th day (October 11th, 1880).”,' 


We refrain at the present moment from any comment on the spirit and tenor of 
these documents, and merely remark, that in consequence of the Ediqt respecting 
foreigners sitting in sedan chairs, which appears to be published with no other object 
than that of wantonly irritating their minds, we came to the resolution of manifesting, 
in some degree to the Chinese public, that the insult had not passed unnoticed. We 
consequently directed the following placard, written in Chinese characters, to be forth¬ 
with hung up at the gate of each of our Factories, and gave strict orders to see it carried 
into effect. 

“ To all whom it may concern : 

“ In consequence of a certain occurrence, die Select Committee who direct the affairs 
of an English Company, have in Council 

“ Resolved, That hereafter every class of persons sitting in sedan chairs shall be dis¬ 
allowed to enter the gate of the Company’s Factory. The porter is ordered to intercept 
all chairs, and prevent their entering. If any person refuses to listen to him, both the 
chair and the individual will assuredly he expelled by force. Every one will do well not 
to try the experiment with his person. 

“ Taoukwang, 10th year, 8th moon, 27th day.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 16th October 1830. 

We have this day received through the Merchants a chop from the Hoppo, which is 
a counterpart of the Viceroy s received on the 12th, with the exception 6f the following 
concluding remarks made by the Hoppo: 

Hoppo Chung’s Remarks in communicating the Governor’s orders, received 

October 16th 1830. 

“ Tliis coming before me the Hoppo, L on the receipt of it, examined and find, 
that, for foreign merchants to bring with them married or unmarried women to Canton 
to dwell, has already, in the 16th year of Keen-lung (1731), been interdicted by the 
then Governor Chin, in his official reply, which is on record. 

“ Afterwards, because that for foreign ships sailing back, it is difficult to approach 
Macao to receive families (on board), it was requested to go by the inside river to Wham¬ 
poa to embark, and again *that was rejected and disallowed by the then. Governor Le. 
Since for foreign women to be brought even to Wliampoa is contrary to the laws, how 
can there be such a principle as that of presuming to lodge themselves at (Canton) the 
capital city of a (province.) 

“ Dated October ISth, 10th year, 8th moon, 27th day.” 


Extract 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS», 

19th October 1830. 

A PARTY of about eighty, consisting of commanders, officers, and gentlemen of the 
Factory, this day proceeded to the city gates in charge of the following Address, of 
which four copies were made, directed to the Viceroy, IIoppo, Fw) Yuen, and Iseang 
Keun, a Tartar general. A party equally numerous, composed of British merchants, 
and commanders and officers of country ships, had preceded them by about a quarter 
of an hour with petitions to tl»e Viceroy and Hoppo on the same subject. 

Upon waiting about half an hour at the city gates, the Kwan Heep appeared and 
received the several letters, which he promised should be forthwith delivered, according 
to their respective addresses. The two parties then joined together and returned to the 
Factory. 

Translation of Chinese Draft of a Memorial to the Governor. 

“ 'Fhc President and Select Committee, Messrs. Baynes, &c. to his Excellency 
the Governor, &c., for the purpose of clearing up certain Afliiirs whicli concern 
them. 

“ A respectful Address:—The English who come to Canton for commercial purposes 
invariably look up with respect and reverence to the Sovereign * of the great Tsing dy¬ 
nasty. But among the hundreds of officers of Government appointed, it is unavoidable 
that there should be an inequality, .some good and some bad. Some who, by a thorough 
understanding of the human feelings, by extending what they them.sclves like to others, 
anti by a benevolent government, win people's hearts t- On the other hand there are 
some who, being undiscerning, by an irregular use of authority and power, and who 
from selfish motives rule in a tyrannical and vexatious manner, lose people’s hearts. 

“ Is it not one High Heaven that has torn all the nations of niaiikiud ? Are they 
not reciprocally of the same species? It was the same Heaven that gave cxi.stencc to 
Manchows and Chinese which gave existence to Englishmen; and with High Heaven 
there is not a partial heart. China is by Heaven conferred upon the east, and Eng¬ 
land, by the same Heaven, is conferred on the people of the west. All nations belong 
to High Heaven; they should not boast against each other f. 

“ Since Canton is opened as a mart for foreign trade, it is incumbent to receive men 
from remote parts with civility; they should not be insulted and treated ignomitiiously. 

“ But on the 4th of the 8th moon of the current year, there was an official proclama¬ 
tion publicly exhibited, containing many unfounded and disgraceful as.scrtions concerning 
foreigners. As for example : ‘ It is directed that the Hong Merchants and Linguists 

‘ shall continually teach the foreigners, repress their pride and profligacy, and insist on 
‘ their turning with all their hearts towards civilization, &c.§’ Now, excepting two 
or three of the Hong Merchants, they are all without any learning or knowledge, and 
the custpm house interpreters are a still more ignorant set. The local Mandarines 
calling on them to erect themselves into masters to^instruct and teach civilization to 

foreigners. 


CHINA PAPERS. 


(A.) 

Alleged Breach 
of Laws. 


• ‘ May be live ten thousand ycara'^s implied in the name Wan-Lny-Yay, given him in the original, 
t Theae arc ChineKe ideas and jfhrases; below, also, there is a good deal of the same. 

J This paragraph is intended to undermine t)ie exclusive pretensions of the Celestial Empire, and tlie Chinese 
Edicts always protend to treat with tender kindness. 

I Or conversion, renovation. 
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“ foreigners, is indeed very laughable. But as the said Proclaination*^ says, they must 

Allcgc^iireaeh civilizing, &c., it may be seen that the great officers of Government wish to 

of Iaiws. cause the native people to look upon foreigners as all belonging to barbarous nation.^* 
This is truly treating with tenderness strangers in the land. 

“ The said Edict further speaks of foreigners using boys, boat, prostitutes, and 
language deserving of die utmost indignation; for the English consider the crime 
alluded to deserving of death, and the public intensely hate such unnatural wickedness. 
How can the great officers of Government, without any the least proo^ publish 
groundless reports, which they have sought for to bring ignominy and disgrace on all 
foreigners! How is this exemplifying the principle of treating tenderly strangers in the 
land! 

" Another official Edict bos also been issued concerning foreigners sitting in 
shoulder-carriages, saying, ‘ that foreigners going from the Iwats to their Factories, 
‘ and from their Factories to their boats, must walk on foot, and not overstep their 
‘ rank by ascending chairs,’ &c. 

“ But the local officers continually issue Edicts, saying that they view natives and 
foreigners with the same benevolence. Now from die foreign Factories to the mer¬ 
chants’ Hongs is a distance of one, two, or three le; if the weather be very hot, or if it 
rain, or if the individual be wearied and faint, to order the foreigner to walk on foot 
while the native commonalty sit in chairs whenever they please: how is this viewing 
nadves and foreigners with the same benevolence ? 

“ But further, diis Edict says, ‘ Foreigners must not overstep their rank,’ &c. 
But we know not how the great Mandarines look upon the persons appointed by die 
English to transact the commerce, of what rank they are. It is, therefore, incumbent 
on us to tell that our Supracargoes and Writers are all the sons and younger 
brothers of country gentlemen, of civil and military officers, &c. A certain custom¬ 
house domestic gave verbal informadon against a person he called Yashu (Astell); that 
Astell is the son of one who has often been at the head of the Company’s Court, and 
who has many years been a Member of the Great Council of the British nation. 
How talk of his overstepping his rank by sitting in a chair ? 

“ The native salt merchants, Hong merchants, custom-house waiters and inter¬ 
preters, are all seen in chairs when they please. How can it be said that foreigners 
must walk on foot? Is this viewing nadves and foreigners with the same benevolence I 

“ There is also a very rude Edict, using the expression, ‘ foreign women.’ Now, 
according to the laws of England, every man can marry but one wife. The custom of 
concubinage does not exist, therefore the persons the Edict calls foreign women are the 
wives of foreign merchants. The Company’s servants in management of commercial 
affairs are required to be in Canton six or more months every.year; now how does it 
accord with reason and the feelings of human nature, to declare that the wife shall 
not accompany her husband, and quiedy reside in the Factory with him I Is tins doing 
to others as we would be donef to? The native officers are allowed to have their 

families 


* Tlie procUmiition was issued by the Governor and Jloppo jointly. 
t Chinese phrufie. 
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families in the public offices. Why should the foreign merchant nqt be allowed to have 
temporarily his family in his Factory ? 

“ To sum up the whole, if the great officers wish to rule foreigners witli justice and 
benevolence, affairs may go on with tranquillity; but if they wish to insult, tyrannize 
over, and govern foreign merchants vexatiously, we really do not know where the 
business will end. The most patient natures may be driven to extremes. What 
necessity in the midst of a vacuum, and on level ground, to create a commotion and 
provoke a revolution. 

“ We write on special purpose, and with great respect lay this before your Excel¬ 
lency, &c 

“ Taoukwang, 10th year, 9.th moon.” 

The preceding address is the composition of Dr. Morrison, and the Honourable 
Court cannot fail to perceive that it is written with a most anxious desire to conciliate 
the Chinese authorities, at the same time, under a full sense of the indignities which 
have lately been offered to us; it is, in fact, an appeal to tlie good feelings of the 
high authorities to whom it is addressed, and we sincerely hope that it may produce the 
desired result. 


CHINA rAl'EBS. 
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Alleged Breach 
of Laws. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

20 th October 1830. 

Howqua then proceeded to communicate the Viceroy’s orders respecting the lady 
now in Canton in the following terms: 

“ As to women coming to Canton, the old law forbids it. It never can be permitted. 
The Chief is desired to send away the lady forthwitli. If she cannot move imme¬ 
diately, the merchants are to ascertain in how many days she will go. If the Chief 
says he will not remove the foreign lady in two or three days, if she still be here, soldiers 
will be sent to the Factory to seize and drive her out Tl>e Chief is to tell the mer¬ 
chants what day she goes.” 

Howqua next produced two sealed letters addressed by us to the Foo Yuen and 
Iseang Keun, which had yesterday been presented at the city gates. 

The one to the Foo Yuen was given back to the Kwang Chow Foo, to be returned 
to the merchants, and by them delivered to the Committee. Howqua explained that 
the Foo Yuen stated he could not receive any document concerning foreign affairs 
unless through the Viceroy. These affairs are in the Viceroy's department. His 
Excellency will receive the chop and answer it. The Foo Yuen further sent the 
following message through Howqua ; 

“ For more than 100 years the English have traded quietly to the port of Canton. 
Tlie Emperor has always taken care of the English; the Viceroy also has always been 
desirous to be friendly towards the English. Whatever the Viceroy ordains regarding 
foreigners is of equal force with tlie Emperor’s law. The Viceroy cannot disregard the 
fixed laws. If you foreigners disobey the Viceroy’s orders you disobey the Emperor’s 
laws. If you come here you must respect the laws.” 


The 
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. The iseang Keun ^returned die letter, with a short message, merely stating that it was 

Alleged Breach 

of Laws. - 

Howqiia having further stated that the Anchasze is ordered by the Viceroy to order 
merchants U) bring the Committee's answer respecting the three Parsees and the lady 
to-day, the merchants were requested to retire into another room whilst the Committee 
deliberated on what reply to be returned to their message. 

Passing over the first part of Howqua’s communication from the Viceroy respecting 
the three Parsees, with the mere remark, that it is singular that a demand so apparently 
reasonable should not have been made until it was well known that it could not 
possibly be complied with, the men having left the country, we proceed to take into 
our serious consideration the latter part, which is of a much more important nature, 
namely, where the Viceroy arrogates to himself the power to send armed soldiers into 
our Factory, and there seize on the person of a British subject. 

The admission of such a power would render us liable at every hour and on every 
occasion to the intrusion of an armed force; it would not only violate the security of 
the valuable property entrusted to our charge and subject our persons to insult, but it 
would be a virtual abandonment of the only protecting privilege we possess in China, 
and one which has ever been considered of the most vital importance. We therefore 
felt that any measure resembling concession on such a point would be highly injurious 
to the interests and honour of the British nation, of which we are in this country the 
representatives. Indeed the mode which the Viceroy has adopted of communicating 
to us on a subject so important by a verbal message, instead of writing, appears to 
indicate that he is himself conscious that he is overstepping his authority, and is desirous 
to try the effect of intimidation before he commits himself in a more formal manner. 
If this threat were obeyed, or indeed received in silence, in the course of a few days on 
any other occasion, we might expect to see it put into execution; while on the other 
hand, if spirited and decisive measures arc adopted to resist the mode in which it was 
conveyed, gives the Viceroy an opportunity of retracting. 

We therefore came to the determination, with reference to the abstract question of 
personal security, to resist this measure of violating the precincts of our Factory, 
hitherto held sacred, to the utmost extremity, and immediately proceeded to take tlie 
necessary measures for repelling the attempt so made.* 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

21st October 1B30. 

Consultation in full Committee. 

Tiik Merchants having requested an interview with the Committee, we assembled to 
meet them, when Howqua proceeded to stale, that he a.nd Mowqua had hod an interview 

with 


• Thu monsures refurrud to ruspccting an nrinoil force for the protection of the Factory are detailed in another 
Return to the Honourable Hoiiae .—See P«pc/«(t'j. 
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with the Viceroy, in which he entirely dlscluinicd any intention to ijct on Ids threat con- 

veyed yesterday, and that he considered llie circuinstunce of ladies residing in Canton Alleged Brea<-li 

a.s a thing by no means of sufficient' importance to employ force to drive them awa}'. of Laws. 

Tlie Merchants then endeavoured to persuade us, that it was merely an ebullition of 
angry feeling on the part of the Viceroy, and offered their own security, as a body, 
that no act of violence should ever be used to molest any person residing in our 
Factories. 

We informed them that, in an affair of .so much importance, we did not consider any 
security they could offer as at all satisfactory, and that the guard would not be removed 
from our Factory until we received some document from llie Viceroy, which woidd 
warrant us to consider pur persons and property secure fiom the intrusion of an urnu d 
force, while within the precincts, of our own Factor}’. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

23d October 1830. 

We have received, through the Merchants, the following Edicts fn)m the V’^iceroy 
and Hoppo, in reply to our remonstrance of the 19th instant. 

“ Governor I.fe, in answer to the Committee’s remonstrance of the 18th instant, 
dated October 21st, received 23d, 1830. 

“ Tlic Private Agents’ remonstrance is joined with the Committee’s in reply. 

“ Le, Member of the Military Board, Governor of Canton, &c to the Hong Mer¬ 
chants, requiring them to inform themselves fully of the contents. 

It is now authenticated that the English nation’s chief, Bii 3 'nes, and others, presented 
a statement, saying:—[Here follows a copy of the letter of the 18th.J 

“ Further it is authenticated, that the English private merchants, Innes and others, 
presented a Statement to the same eflect. I’hey both have come before me, the 
Governor. Concerning these authenticateil topics, on examination it is found, that 
foreigners (E jin) bringing with them ft)reign women (fanfoo) to Canton provinces 
they (the women) were merely .allowed to remain on board ship. Afterwartls it w’as 
granted that they should land at Macao. This was an extraordinary manifestation of 
the graciousness of our sage and benevolent dynasty. It cannot by any means be allowed 
to bring them (foreign women) to Canton. All the various nations of foreigners have 
for a long period obediently submitted to this. 

“ As in the 16th year of Ki'en Lung (a.u. 1751-2), the Dutch Foreign Merchant, 
Laon-leen, in a boat, brought to Canton a foreign w’oman, and resiiled in the Suyfung 
Hong. At that time the foreign woman was in custody sent to Macao, and there was 
issued a severe interdict. 

“ In the 34th year of Keen Lung (a.u. 1769) an English foreign merchant. Fee 
Shun, clandestinely brought a foreign slave woman to reside in E-Wo Factory. Then 
the said foreign slave woman was sent in custody to Macao, and the Hong Merchants, 
Linguists, Compradores and government messengers were severally chasti.sed and 
degraded, as is on record. Afterwards, whenever foreign women were brought clan¬ 
destinely to Canton, they were always sent back under custody to Macao. Of hite,^ 

3 H for 
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- for ten or more years, the foreign merchants have all obediently submitted, and there 

Allc c^iLeach thing as bringing women or girls to Canton, by which it may be 

of Laws. that the said foreigners were by no means ignorant of the law. 

Now the said Chief Baynes, how can he intentionally oppose the prtdiibitions and 
orders, and bring with him a foreign woman to Canton city, to dwell with him in the 
foreign Factory I And after having given orders to him, he still again stupidly intro¬ 
duces the cose of tliose in courts taking with them their Mandarin families, &c. A lying 
specious argument. Does he not know that the native Mandarins must be resident in 
their courts before they are allowed to have their families with them? If they be 
deputed on public busine.ss, whether for a larger or shorter time, the}' are not allowed 
to take thciir families with them. Tlie law is fixed.and manifest.. Now the said nation’s 
Chief Jins received the commands of his King to oome to Canton provincial city to 
trade, which is not different from, receiving an Imperial Commission to go on a certain 
errand. Then even if he does fallaciously compare his case with native Mandarins, he 
ought not (according to hie own showing) to bring his family with him. Still if her 
(or rather she) remove early to Macao, he will avoid a very,, a very severe scrutiny. 
As to sitting ill sedan chairs, originally, it is a small business. But foreigners, being 
in the provincial city, have not iieretofore been allowed toa.scend chairs. In going out 
and in from their Factories to their boats, or'from their boats to their Factories, if it 
rained, or if they were sick and found it impossible to walk, still it was tally proper 
for them to lean on some support and proceed. They were not allowed to drag in topics 
and dun with petitions. 

“ Again, heretofore, in consequence of various foreign nations earning to Canton 
province to trade, whose languages were unintelligible, and they incapable «f under¬ 
standing the proprieties, laws, prohibitions, and orders of the Celestial Empire, it was 
difficult (or impossible) for them to avoid pride and profligacy. Furtlier, being appre¬ 
hensive that the Security Mei’cliants,. &c. might be unjust in their dealings, or that 
traitorous natives might seduce to a violation of the laws, &c. therefore, even since 
the reign of Keen Lung, every year when the foreign ships in succession came into the 
port, proclamations containing severe interdicts were published once, really with the 
intention of looking down and compassionating the foreigners, to prevent their being 
entangled in the net of the law. This was the design. But the said foreigners in their 
petition, turn it into a disgraceful insult to them, which really shows their ignorance 
of the substantialities of tlie business. 

“ To sum up all: The interdicts and ortlers are of old standing, and.have not by 
any means been commenced to day. Tiie said foreigners have only, as they ought, to 
conform obediently to the old regulations. Then, no doubt, there will be mutual 
tranquillity witiiout disturbance. If in respect to former interdicts, there he an inten¬ 
tional opposition and disturbance created, it is all brought upon themselves by the said 
foreigners. It is by no means the case, that the Celestial Empire has not bestowed a 
gracious compassion. Try and ask: Have these said foreigners.passed over an immense 
ocean, several times ten thousand le (miles) for the purposes of eommerce, or to create 
disturbance? With an impartial mind silently consider, and you will be vehemently 
aroused (or awakened to a sense of your condition). 

“ Uniting the above circumstances, an order is hereby issued to the Hong Merchants 
to enjoin forthwith perspicuously tltese orders on the said foreigners for their oliedience, 

that 
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that they may take foreign woman now living in the Factory, and immediately 
order her to be returned to Macao. 

“ Moreover, order tliat hereafter, whether moving or at rest, there must be in all 
cases an implicit oliedience to the laws and regulations of the Celestial Empire. The 
foreign women coming in ships are only allowed to reside temporarily at Macao. It is not 
allowed that they should be bi'ouglit to Canton. Further, it cannot be that in the 
provincial city (foreigners) may ascend and sit in Chinese shoulder-carriages. I1‘ there 
be presumptuous intentional disobedience, all the oHeiKlers will be involved in a severe 
scrutiny. Hasten, hasten 1 These are the orders. 

“ Taob Kwang, I&th year, 9th month, &tii day.” 


(A.) 

Alleged Ureach 
bl' Laws. 


Hoppo Chung in reply to the Committee’s remonstrance of the 18th instant, and the 

remonstrance of private Britisli merchants of the same date. Issued October 22d; 

received 23d, 1880. 

“ Chunh, Imperial Commissioner of Duties at the port of Canton, 8cc. &c. to the 
Hong Merchants, requiring them to m^e themselves fully acquainted with the contents 
thereof. 

“ It is authenticated, that tlve English nation’s Chief, Baynes and others, have pre¬ 
sented a foreign petition written in the Chinese character, saying—[Here follows a copy 
of the document of the 18tli.3 

“ And it is authenlicnted that the said nation’s Private Merchants, Innes and others, 
presented a foreign petition with a Chinese translation, saying—[Here follows a copy.] 

“ In consequence of these, examination being made, it is found that the taking oft' the 
interdict against ingress from the Kouthern Sea, and permitting foreigners to aeommer* 
cial intercourse, occurred at the commencement of the Dynasty, from which to the pre« 
sent is a hundred and some scores ol' years, during which period, for the foreigners of 
various nations who came to reside at Canton, tliere has been no aftair which has not 
had old regulations, and there has been no man who did not obey the fixed laws; for 
the language and the dress of natives and foreignei-s are entirely different; and the Ce¬ 
lestial Empire’s usages are all honourable and strict. How is it possible to suffer the 
want of a marked difference being made between those inside and those outside? 

“ Since the said foreigners come to trade, it is only incumbent on them to obey impli¬ 
citly the orders of Government. If they dislike the restrictions as difficult to be endured, 
it i.s perfectly competent to them not to take the trouble to come so great a distance. 

“ All the great officers of government in Canton look up and realiie (hi.s Majesty's) 
desire to treat foreigners tenderly, and they continually stoop to manifest kindness to 
those who come ? but in matters which regard prohibitions, how can they in the least 
indulge in remissness. 

“ Now, according to What the said Chief Baynes, and others have stated, they say, 
that on the 4th of the 8th moon a Proclamation was put up, containing language in-* 
tended to degrade and insult the said foreigners. 

“ Heretofore it has been the rule, concerning foreign ships entering the port, for my 
office to examine the old records, and uniting with the Governor, issue proclamations to 
be pasted up against the foreign Factories. From the 67th year (a. d. 1792) of K^n 
Lung till now, it has been in successiv-e years conformed to. The practh^e was by no 
means commenced this year. Heretofore the said nation’s trading Foreign Merchants 

3 H 2 never 
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- never henwl tliat it )vns designed to treat with insult and disgrace them. Tlie said Chief 

^llegetnireacli resided in Canton many years, and has been constantly going out and into the 

of Laws. foreign Factories. How did he remain ignorant of the Proclamations which were put 
up according to usage, and in past years never observe the disgrace and insult, but only 
this year open out his irregular crazy proceeding? ITiere must be some native Chinese 
traitor in the concern, deceiving and fanning the dame. 

“ The language of the said Chief and others is fallacious, and let you alone, you ex¬ 
clude yourselves from the life which nature gives; ns, for example, what is said in the 
petition about overstepping station or rank, and ascending sedan chairs. 

“ The said Foreign Merchants have resided in Canton city for many years past. In 
])a8t days, when going from the Factories to the boats, and from the boats to the Facto¬ 
ries, did they ascend chairs, or did they walk on foot ? Were there no times of hot 
weather or of rain ilien ? Did it never happen that men’s bodies were wearied then ? If 
formerly the suitl foreigners had ascended chairs, and at this lime they were interdicted 
and stopped, then perhaps there would be a semblance of a little tyranny. But if origi¬ 
nally they walked on foot, and now suddenly ascend shoulder* carriages, is it not over¬ 
stepping their station ? 

“ The important ground of the provincial city is exposed to the view of every eye, 
and inside native people may not be menially employed by outside foreigners (or barba¬ 
rians). The said Chief and others say, that the person Astell, who sat in a chair, is the 
son of a member of their National Legislature. When that Foreign Merchant lives in 
his own country, he is no doubt the son of an honourable officer; but when lie comes 
with merchant ships to Canton, and is not proceeding to Court with tribute, here no 
doubt he must merely be viewed as a trading Foreign Merchant. Since the said Chief 
and others understand what is reasonable and just, how is it they will not apply their 
thoughts, and awaken to a sense of propriety. I‘ 

“ As to what the petition says about foreign women residing in the Factory. Here¬ 
tofore when foreign women came to Canton province they were originally allowed to re¬ 
side temporarily at Macao. If they were brought to Canton city, it was for a long time 
past an offence against the statutes of the local government. In the Ifilh and 34tli 
years of Keen Lung (a. ». 1751 and 1769) there were cases in the Courts of foreign 
women and slave (or servant) women being brought up clandestinely to Canton; all of 
whom were by the then Governors sent back in custody to Macao. There are pu{)er.s 
which may be examined. 

“ The said Chief and others, in attending to the commercial affairs, have their fixed 
residence at Macao. Canton is only their temporary residence. Every day (or ordina¬ 
rily), by requesting a permit, they can go up and down, and perfectly attend to their 
families. What necessity is there for persons with different dress and different lan¬ 
guage (from the native.s) to excite a commotion in the Factories, and, by a possibility of 

one 


• Thi» (eem« to refer to tlie low wdan ehidr, called tlio Peking Cbtur. 

t In the Governor'* reply, the Inteidict was agaimt aiiconding the iboulder-earriage, or sitting in a sedan chair; 
but if sick, and not able to walk, the foreigner might lean with his hands or arms upon the yu. What yu means in 
this connection it is not easy to say: it denotes “a mortar,” held up by the hands, and may probably be tlie 
name of some mean bamboo hurdle. But he is not to ascend or sit, but hold on by this hurdle; which statement 
it is di Acult to make sense of. 
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one in 10,000, create a bloody quarrel, and make a disturbance ^hich would turn the 
subject into matter of infinite after-regret. Let the said Chief and others consider in- Alleged Breach 
tensely their owu persons and families, for the safety of whom it is very incumbent on of Laws 
them to take precautions, (and not bring them into places of danger). To sum up the 
whole, the said Chief and others having passed over the ocean so great a distance to 
come and trade, our Sacred Dynasty, which benevolently nurtures 10,000 states, doubt¬ 
less will not in the least degree /iew them in dill'erent ways. But the Uwa and the Ee, 
the flowery natives and the barbarian foreigners, must be distinctly divided; lietween 
those inside and those outside there must be erected a great boundary Heretofore 
there has been no precedent for entering the Factories in shoulder-carriages, therefore 
walking on foot is no harsh treatment. Heretofore it has not been the rule for foreign 
women to reside in Canton; therefore sending them to Macao is really the way to 
give entire security. 

“ The said Chief and others must, as is proper, consider the subject deeply over and 
over again, and be careful not to let other people befool them, vainly spending their 
angry breath in restive conduct, which may turn to self cutting ofl" the road of commerce. 

“ Uniting these things, an order is hereby issued to the Hong Merchants to enjoin 
these commands on the said Chief and others, for their obedience thereto. 

“ Oppose not. A special Edict. 

“ Taou Xwang, 10th year, 9th m., Gth d. (a. u. October 22d, 1830.)” 

A Proclamation, containing ideas much the same as the above, is pasted up at the 
Hong Merchants’ Hall. It is issued in the united names of tlie Governor and Hoppo, 
and Iseang Keun. Date, October 23d. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

25th October 1830. 

Wk have received from the Merchants the following Edict from the Iseung Keun, in 
reply to the remonstrance addressed to him on the 19th Instant 

“ King, the Iseung Keun, in reply to the remonstrances of the Committee, and of 
the private British Merchants, of the 18th instant; dated 2Sd October, received 
25th October 1880. 

“ King, the Iseung Keun (or Commandant) of Canton, hereby replies officially to 
the two petitions of the English Foreign Merchants, Baynes, Jardine and others. 

On examination 1 find that all Foreign Merchants coming to Canton to trade 
ought to obey the usages and regulations of the Celestial Empire. This has long been 
a fixed rule; and all Foreign Merchants, with reverence and obedience, have also 
hitherto long yielded respectful submission. The great officers appointed on the borders 
have likewise, from time to time, explained clearly the prohibitions and commands, and 
issued proclamations and perspicuous edicts; and fearing that the various Foreign Mer¬ 
chants 


* A bank, or dike, to fend off. 
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- chants were not yet able to understand fully, they have also coroinanded tile Hong Mer» 

All»‘*4(j'Hifacli cbants clearly and minutely to enjoin their edicts, and to apply themselves to cause that 
of Laws. nil the’foreigners sliould know the laws of the Celestial Empire; and that traitorous 
natives also should not dare, in the midst of these circumstances, to excite disturbances. 
This was to quiet the feelings of foreigners. These proclamations are really to show 
tenderness to foreigners, and to soothe and tranquillize them; but the said foreigners, 
ignorant how to be excited to gratitude, turn round, and because of the proclamations 
«lisallowing them to bring foreign women with them to Canton provincial city, and dis¬ 
allowing them to sit in sedan chairs, whining,—^whining, present petitions, i, the Iseung 
Keun, have no connection whatever with the management of foreign affairs; but as it 
is authenticated that a petition has been presented to me on these various topics, I have 
examined, and find, that hitherto, foreign women were only allowed to be in the Macao 
sliips, and to reside temporarily at Macao* ; they have never yet been permitted to be 
brought up by others to Canton provincial city. 

“ As to the various Foreign Merchants trading, after ascending the shore from their 
drips, it is incumbent on them to keep themselves quiet, and wait in their Factories^ 
staying till tlreir merchandize is disposed of, and they have purchased and set in order 
new merchandize. Then it is incumbent on them immediately to get into their ships, 
return to Macao, and thence return to their country. Hitlierto it has not been per¬ 
mitted to sit in sedan chairs, ’llte fixed regulations being thus, hew can (it be allowed) 
to dun with disputatious petitions. 

“ Besides, the words contained in die petitions are very wild and fallacious; but in 
consideration that they are foreigners, and that their language and notions of justice are 
different (from those of natives), 1 do not inflict severe chastisement; since it is authenti¬ 
cated that they have also petitioned the Governor, the Foo Yuen, and the Hoppo, they 
ought to wait till they have replied by proclamation for their commands to be obeyed. 

“ Dated Taou Kwang, 10th year, 9th m. 7th d. (October 23d !8S0.)” 

Several days having now elapsed since the threat of the Viceroy to send an armed 
force into our Factories was intimated to us, and although the Merchants have solemnly 
a.ssured us that no such threat would ever be put into execution, yet no written docu¬ 
ment has been produced to satisfy our minds on so important a subject, we therefore de¬ 
termine to address the following letter to the Viceroy; 

“ To his Excellency the Viceroy of Canton. 

‘‘ On the 20th of this month the Hong Merchants came to us in a body, and stated 
that they had a message to deliver from your Excellency, which they were ordered to 
make known to us in the most formtvl manner, requesting that the words as they fell from 
their mouths might in their presence be committed to writing; this was done, and they 
have, in consequence, been placed upon our records. We were struck with the greatest 
.surprise oti their stating, tliat your Excellency had commanded them to inform us, tlmt 
in two or three days an armed military force would be sent into our Factories to seize 
tlie person of a British subject. We had for a long succession of years felt satisfied, that 

while 

* There is a confimion in the oHsinnl, srising prulwbl/ from the pe<^ employed ia the Itciing Keun'e ofiiee 
being but ill acquainted with the aflairt of foreigners. 
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while in our Faet€>ries, f^eaceably conducting our commercial transactions, our persons 
were secure^ indeed, we hat*e been confirmed in this feeling by the conduct of all former 
Viceroys. It is only under assurances of perfect security that trade can possibly be 
carried on; our lives and persons threatened in so formal and sudden a manner, what 
remained for us but instantly to endeavour to protect ourselves. Self preservation is 
the first principle. The feelings of distrust and alarm that this message of your Excel¬ 
lency has created in our minds, and in that of all the foreign community, can only be 
allayed by a strong assurance from your Excellency, that the persons of all British sub-- 
jects in our Factories are 8ecare,.and these Imildings inviolate from the intru.sion of an 
armed force. 

“ Canton, 

85 October 1880." Signed by the President. 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 28th October 1830. 

This afternoon the Senior Merchants waited on the President, and delivered to him 
the following Edict from the Viceroy, at the same time renewing, in tlie strongest terms, 
their assurances, that no» molestation would be ever offered to any persons resident in 
our Factories. 

“ Reply of Governor Le to Committee’s note of October 25lh, dated 27th, received 

evening of 28tli, 1830. 

“ Lc, Member of the Military Bbard, Governor of Canton, &c., to the Hong Mer- 
ohants. 

“ It is authenticated, that the English nation’s Chief; Baynes, and others, have pre- 
.sented a statement, saying—[Here follows a copy of the Committee’s note of the 25th 
instaiU-J 

“ This being authenticated, coming before me the Governor, I have examined, and 
find that in consequence of an Indian Foreign Merchant in a foreign Factory, beating 
to deatli a. Dutcli captain, and it being right according to law that the affair should 
revert to the local officers tt) examine into it, report to their superiors, and manage, the 
said Cliicf and otliers delayed to deliver up the murderers. Further, there was an oppo¬ 
sition to regulations, in bringing up a foreign woman and girl to reside in the Canton 
Factories. 

“ The said Chief and others sent statements, with a coloured explanation, therefore I 
ordered the Hong Merchants to command, solemnly, the said Chief and others to obey 
implicitly, and adhere to old regulations. That they must not intentionally disobey 
and bring upon themselves the guilt of perverseness. 

The language used about sending troops to drive out and expel,* was under an 

apprehension 


• Pae Ping, JChk cAit/i. The c/iuA in a very hanh pbraae, u*ed in the fiwt docimient; it means, driving cattle 
out of u field, and pigs out of a yard. Ttic next word pied in reference to the foreign woman wns yu, to send under 
caatody of the police. word uied below u/bo, wbicb denotes going in a respectful manner. 
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- apprehension, that »he said Foreign Merchants would be pertinaciously stupid, and not 

Vlleget/^Breach “waken, and from first to last would oppose, so as eventually to make it necessary to act 
of Laws. thus. Therefore, was pointed out clearly the ultimate calamity, to cause them to know 
that which would arouse and awaken them. If indeed they themselves become penitent 
and reform (or alter their conduct), what necessity is there for them to be afraid of the 
maje.sty of the military? 

“ The Celestial Empire benevolently nourishes, righteously rectifies and gloriously 
magnifies a vast forbearance. How is it possible, that for driblets of men in a petty, 
petty, barbarian * Factory, troops should be moved to exterminate !!! But the said 
Chief and others could not explain this intention (in the Hong Merchant’s threat), they 
stupidly listened to the teaching of traitorous persons, and forthwith presumed, in oppo¬ 
sition to inhibitions, to order guns and arms to be brought up, and arrange them at the 
door of their Factory. This is still more wild and erroneous; only try to think, if in¬ 
deed the said foreigners had among them an illegality of a very important nature, I, the 
Governor, would instantly fly to report to the Emperor, and the Government troops 
would gather together like clouds, exterminate them, and leave a perfect vacuum. How 
could their guns and arms they have brought presume to oppose such a force. 

“ As to what the statement sent says, that they have prepared to defend themselves, 
is also very foolish; again they say, that heretofore, for a long time, they have had 
confidence in the management of business, 8rc. If for a long time they have had con¬ 
fidence, then they ought not, in what has long been disallowed, to disobey and act irregu¬ 
larly. 

“ This year the said nation’s foreigner, Wei Lin Luce Chay, and others, were 
shipwrecked on the coast of Fokein, I reported to the Emperor concerning them, gave 
them food to cat, and delivered them over to the said Chief to send them home. How 
can it be supposed that Foreign Merchants at Canton tranquilly trading, will not be 
protected. 

“ I, the Governor, in tran.sacting public alFiiirs have never once failed to keep faith 
with the people. After this explicit order, it is necessary immediately, and hastily, take 
the guns and arms, and send them Iwck to the foreign ships. The woman and girl 
brought must be instantly sent to Macao, then what is gone by may be passed over 
without a deep injury. 

“ Do not uselessly be in doubt and fear, and still go on with pride and fright, like a 
vicious horse; moreover, it is incumbent on you to lead and induce all the foreigners 
hereafter, for ever to obey the laws and regulations, that none may presume to disobey. 
If you remain still perversely obstinate and unwilling, assuredly a report will be pre- 
.sented to the Emperor, and an order received to cut off the commerce. It will also be 
impossible for me, the Governor, to stoop to protect. Let the said Chief be careful 
that he does not, by his individual mad opposition, involve all foreigners; the crime 
will really have one to revert to. 

“ Uniting these things, I order the Hong Merchants to enjoin immediately my 
orders on the said chief, to obey and hasten to take the guns and arms at the Company’s 

Factor}’, 


• It is impossU)le by tlie word fortign (le) to give the spirit of this sentence. 
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Factory, and the same day remove them to Whampoa, and to n^ake haste and send 
back to Macao, the woman and girl that he brought, to abide in his station tranquilly 
trading, and by no means stupidly listen to deceiving reports, irregularly exciting 
terror and fear, with wilful opposition to prohibitions and orders, for so doing he will 
hereafter repent without effect- Hasten ! hasten ! These are the orders. 

“ Taou Kwang, 10th year, 9th m. 11th d. (27th October 1830.)” 


CHINA PA PEus 
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The following Addresses to the Viceroy and Hoppo having been approved of by the 
Board, will be forwarded to their respective addressas as soon as they arc translated. 

“ To the Viceroy of Canton. 

“ W^E have received from the Hong Merchants your Excellency’s letter on the 
subject of foreign women coming to Canton, and on foreigners not being permitted to 
ride in sedan chairs. In regard to the former wc are told, that it is contrary to the 
laws of the Celestial Empire for foreigners to have their wives residing with them. But 
the public records of foreigners at Canton show that their wives did formerly reside with 
them: the custom has fallen into disuse for many years from foreigners not wishing to 
bring them to this city. In all civilized nations it is ordained that men should live with 
their families, and it is invuriubiy found, that those who do are the most peaceable and 
least inclined to create disturbances. But if such be the law of the Celesti.al Empire, 
how comes it that several foreign women did reside in Canton for many months last 
.season when the ships were here: no prohibition then existed, or it would have been 
promulgated; the thing was publicly known, no concealment was attempted, and no 
disturbance or confusion ensued; to suppose that such a thing could happen unknown 
to titc jtolice, or to your Excellency, is what we never can believe. Was the law then 
suspended (if .such a law does exist) only to be now put in force to irritate and insult 
with more effect; for what can irritate more, or make men more reckless of what acts 
they commit, than to endeavour to tear from them their wives and families. With 
respect to foreigners not being allowed to ride in sedan chaii’s in a provincial city, the 
law and custom are much at variance, for wc ourselve.s h.ive at different times for the 
last twenty years ridden in sedan chairs when going to merchants’ houses, uiul our pre¬ 
decessors have done the .same time immemorial, even to the palace of the V’iceroy. If 
a man be sick, and cannot walk, and yet be obliged to attend a merchant’s warehouse, 
how is he to get there if boats cannot be used, unless in a chair. Your Excellency 
cannot surely mean that he is to be hoisted on a man’s shoidders, or conveyed in a 
basket such us pigs are carried in ; we know nothing else he could have recourse to, and 
we know well what a disturbance such a sight ns this would cause, and we dread the 
consequences that might ensue. Your Excellency is said to see into the heart of his 
Imperial Majesty, but we will not be persuaded that a prohibition so devoid of all com¬ 
passion or benevolence, so unworthy the character of a civilized nation, can emanate 
from so wise a Sovereign. Are we permitted to come here to trade, to disperse our 
money, and yet not be permitted to shelter ourselves from the heat of the sun or the 
inclemency of the weatlier; as well might we be told that the laws of China in a pro¬ 
vincial city forbid us to wear a hat or use an umbrella. Let foreigners be treated, not 

3 I like 



CHINA PAPERS. 


424 SECOND APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT op the 


(A.) 

Alleged Breach 
of Laws. 


lik« dogs, but humu;i beiag-s, and they will be grateful, and nothing need be feared from 
traitorous natives; but drive them to extremities by unnecessary insults and ridiculous 
prohibitions, and they will rebel. A thing trifling in itself becomes of importance if 
used as a mean to insult and inflame. 

We beg, from the wisdom of your Excellency, that these absurd and highly irritating 
orders iiuty be cancelled and puss into oblivion. 


“ To his Excellency the Hoppo. 

“We have received from your Excellency an Edict embracing .several topics, to 
which we now reply. In regard to the insulting and highly irritating proclamations 
pasted up against our Factory walls, as well as to the absurd prohibition now for the 
first time attempted to be enforced against foreigners riding in chairs, your Excellency 
remarks, ‘ How is it that the said Chief Baynes and others have only now found out 
tliese insults, and have only now discovered that the weather is hot, and their Imdics 
wearied?’ We have to observe to your Excellency that we have long patiently borne 
many grievances and prohibitions imposed upon us by the local government, which we 
are satisfied never emanated from the heart of his Imperial Majesty. But forbearance 
is not appreciated, and has its limits. We hear a great deal in the Edicts of your 
Excellency and the other authorities of Canton, about the compassion, the tenderness 
and the benevolence shown to foreigners in this country; but where is the fiireigner who 
can say that these virtues so much vaunted by the local authorities in their public 
proclamations have ever been extended to him in Canton; they are found on a pafier 
in official documents, but no where else. In regard to riding in chairs, we have our¬ 
selves ridden in chairs at Canton for the last twenty years, and our predecessors have 
done the same for time immemorial, even to the palace of the Viceroy. 

“ The sovereigns of England and China are on terms of amity, and consequently 
commerce takes place between the two kingdoms, a commerce equally advantageous to 
both, certainly not more so to England than to China. Are we permitted then to 
come here to trade, to disperse our money, and not permitted to shelter ourselves from 
the heat of the sun, or the inclemencies of the weather in our necessary excursions from 
our Factories to the merchants’ warehouses; the prohibition now for the first time 
attempted is ridiculous, and never will we believe it to emanate from the Emperor of 
Chino, who, when these things are represented to him formally, as perhaps they may be, 
will not, we are confident, sanction unnecessary insults and prohibitions attempted to be 
imposed on foreigners by the local government, for no other purpose that we can per¬ 
ceive hut to drive things to extremities. 

“ Your Excellency says, there must be traitorous natives concerned with us who 
fan the flame; but we must tell your Excellency we want not the aid of traitorous 
natives to make us know what is due to ourselves when attempted to be trampled 
upon. 

“ Let foreigners be treated, not like dogs, but human beings, and they will be grateful, 
and no fear need be entertained of traitorous natives; but drive them to extremities by^ 
unnecessary insults, and absurd prohibitions, and they will rebeL 

“ In regard to foreign women coming to Canton, the public records pf foreigners 

show. 
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show, that foreign women did formerly reside with their husbands in Canton; the 
custom has fallen into disuse from foreigners not brinpng their wives with them. The Alleged Breach 
law of nature ordains that a man should live with his wife and children; and the attempt of Laws, 
to make a law subversive of this is impossible. A man with his family is more disposed 
to be peaceable than others without these tics; and it is the custom for our wives to 
remain at home and employ themselves with their children, and not to make distur¬ 
bances. But if such a law does exist, forbidding foreign women to come to Canton, how' 
is it that last season, when the ships were here, several foreign women resided in Canton ; 
no notice was taken of it, no concealment was attempted, it was publicly known. Are 
we to suppose that the police and authorities were ignorant of this fact? The thing is 
impossible. Does a law then exist which can be suspended or put in force as may suit 
the purposes of tlie local government ? We know, and have seen enough to be con¬ 
vinced, that many things are done at Canton by the local autlioritics which, if known 
to his Imperial Majesty, would draw down his vengeance upon them for risking the 
harmony which at present subsists between two great kingdoms, by driving foreigners 
to extremities. by oppression, when a contrary treatment would make them peaceable 
and contented.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 29th October 1830. 

“ To His Excellency the Viceroy of Canton. 

“ Wk liave received a letter from your Excellency, intended to convey the assurances 
ofoiir personal security within our Factories, and that they shall be free from all intru¬ 
sions on the part of the Government, we trust that your Excellency’s future conduct 
will prove the sincerity of your as.suraiices of protection, and will prevent the necessity of 
resorting to measures to protect ourselves,” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 1st November 1830. 

We have this day received the following Edict from tlie Viceroy in reply to tnir short 
address, recorded on the 29th. 

“ Le, Member of the Military Board, Governor of Canton, &c. to the Hong Merchants. 

“It is authenticated that the Engli.sh Chie^ Baynes, and others have presented a 
statement, saying,—[Here follows a copy of the Note of October the 29th,] 

“ This coming before me, the Governor, I decide according to it, tljat since the .said 
Cliief and others have become penitent, and arc awakened to solicit protection, I, the 
Governor, a.ssuredly will m)tadmif*flie principle of moving the military to surround and 
expel them. 

“ According to the contents of the petition, I write these circumstances, and forthwith 
order the Hong Merchants immediately to enjoin these commands on the said Chief 

3 1 2 ami 
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ahd others for their obedience thereto. Hereafter they must implicitly obey the laws 
AJJeged Breach regulations of the Celestial Empire. 

of Laws. They must not in the least disobey, but set an example and induce all foreigners, 

every one of them to keep in their proper stations, and then they will not lose the 
road of commerce for remote men (t. e. not cause the whole foreign trade to be inter¬ 
dicted). 

“ Moreover, let these orders be enjoined on the foreigners of all nations, that they 
may as a body yield obedience thereto. Oppose not These are the commands. 

** Tooukwang, 10th year, 9th moon, 16th day.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 2d November 1830. 

We have this day received the following Edict from the Viceroy: 

“ From Governor Le, ordering four small guns to be sent away from the Company’s 

Factory, dated November 1st, 1830. 

“ Le, Member of the Military Board and Governor of Canton and Kwang-sc, hereby 
issues an order to the Hong Merchants, witli which they are required to make them¬ 
selves fully acquainted. 

“ It appears that the English Foreign Merchants had brought and laid up guns in the 
(’ompany’s foreign Factory. Yesterday it wa.s .authenticated that the Nan-Hue-Heeii 
and tlx: said Merchants reported that the said Foreigners, on the I5th day of the present 
moon (October 31st), took two large brass guns and muskets, and other military weapons, 
and removed them back to Whampoa. 

“ But on examination it was authenticated, on a former day, by the Report of the 
Military Station, that they altogether brought up two large guns and four small brass 
guns. Now there have only been taken away tw-o large guns; there are still four small 
brass guns, concerning which no report of their having been removed has yet Iwcn 
authenticated. These ore military weapons, and without regard to whether they are 
great or small, they all ought not to be kept in tb)e Factory. 

“ Since the said Chief himself says that he has confidence in Government, it is in¬ 
cumbent on him immediately to take the four small brass guns, and transport them 
altogether back to Whampoa. 

“ Uniting these circumstances, I forthwith issue this order. When the order reaches 
the said Alerchaiits, let them immediately enjoin it oti the said Chief and others, that in 
obotlicmce thereto they may quickly take tlie four small brass guns, and on the same day 
remove them back to Whampoa on board the foreign ships, and let them (the Mercliants) 
.'igain present a preparctj report of the circumstance of removing them. It is not allowed 
to delay and gloss over. Htistcn 1 hasten ! these arc the orders. 

“ Taoii Kwang, 10th year, 9th moon, 16th day.” 

The guns .alluded to in the foregoing edict were three small brass guns belonging to 
the cutter, and were retained in C'anloii, in order to be replaced on board her on her 
return tq, Macao. Feeling anxious, however, that there should be no apparent want of 

confidence 
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confidence or good faith on our part, we assured the Merchants that they should instantly 
be sent away, and that they should be informed of the circumstance as soon as they were 
gone. 


CHINA PAPERS. 


(A.) 

Alleged Breach 
of Laws. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated ISth November 1830. ' 

The Hopfjo Chung, in reply to the Committee’s letter, October 28th, 1830; received 
November 13th, dated the 9th. 

“ Chung, Hbppo, &e. to the Hong Mercliants. 

<C J,|. 

is authenticated that the English Nation's Chief, Baynes, and others, have pre> 
sented a statement, as follows:—[Here follows a copy.] 

“ This coming before me. the Hoppo, I have examined, and find that the said Chief 
and others before ])reseuted a petition, in reply to which 1 explicitly commanded the 
Hong Merchants to order the said Chief and others to adhere implicitly to the old regu¬ 
lations, that they must not intentionally oppose prohibitions. 

“ Now the said Chief and others have again sent in a whining, dunning, disputatious 
representation. The contents of the petition are not originally worth any further notice 
or persuasion, but indulgently considering that the said Foreign Merchants have come 
10,000 miles to trade, ami it involves their very means of existence, 1 would exercise tlie 
lil»erality of our holy and wise Dynasty, which is as expansive as Heaven itself, and for 
the sake of the said Chief and others stoop to point out their stupidity. 

“ In their petition they say that the insulting proclamation suspended against the 
C'ompany’s Hong, has been reluctantly borne with for many years by Foreign Mer¬ 
chants, &c. Know they not that the Celestial Em])irc benevolently cherishes and justly 
corrects. I was only apprehensive that the said Barbarian Merchants would throw 
themselves into the net of the law, and therefore previously promulgated instructions, 
and stooped to .show the way of preserving all entire. I by no means harboured the 
least intention of harsh treatment. 

“ Besides, the proclamation stuck up against the Company’s Hong has been there 
annually for more than thirty years. It did not commence to-day. As they say the 
language of the proclamation was rather ignominious, why did not the former Barbarian 
Merchants early indulge their anger, and with hearts, th^ad to the subject, cease to come 
again to knock head at the service for un oj)eu market! Why did they cro.ss an im¬ 
mense ocean, through numerous <langeis, and every year come. It may be seen that the 
said nation’s* native spirit depends solejy on trade for the necessaries requisite to sup¬ 
port life. Woollens, camlets, clocks and watches are things which China does not fini! 
necq.ssary, but tea and silk are articles which the said nation cannot possibly do without. 

1 1 is by no means the case; that the former Foreign Merchants forced themselves to bear 
patiently, but the fact is, they clung to the means of getting a livelihood (or supporting 
existence). 

“ Now 


' Native spirit; usage or habit. 
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- ** Now the said Chief and others disobey, and offend against the orders of Govern- 

^lleued Leach subject croakingly boast. 

ofLaws. “ Governor, and I, the Hoppo, have already met, and according to the facts 

reported for the hearing of the great Emperor, although he cherishes tender thoughts 
intensely, how can he extend indulgence to violators of the law ? The state of things 
must provoke his holy anger to inflict severe chastisement, and possibly* to interdict the 
commerce, not allowing it to come from the south. 

Although I wish to keep things entire, I have no opportunity afforded to confer 
corppassionate kindness. This is caused by the said Chief and others themselves cutting 
off tlie means of existence, and involving all the Foreign (or Barbarian) Merchants 
throughout the whole of their country. The said Chief and others must, as is incumbent, 
over and over deeply meditate, and become aroused and awakened to repent of the past, 
and guard against the future. Do not scheme for selfish convenience, and obstinately 
adhere to your former talk, llius, with quiet mind, keeping in your station, you may 
enjoy the favour of benevolent rule. Let the said Chief and others look up, and realize 
these thoughts. Uniting these things, an order is hereby issued to the Hong Merchants 
to act in obedience to the tenor of this, and to take the circumstances and principles con¬ 
tained in the above commands, and addressing themselves to the Chief, clearly and dis¬ 
tinctly proclaim them to him. It is absolutely necessary that backwards and forwards 
and round about the matter be explained, and be caused to report intensely ! Intensely! 
A special Edict. 

“ Taou Kwang, 10th year, 9th moon, 24th day (Nov. 9th, 1830).” 


EXTRACT CHINA SECRET CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated SOth November 1830. 

The following document has this day come into our possession, and although the 
mode in which it was obtained renders it impossible to place implicit confidence in its 
authenticity, still, as far as can be gathered from internal evidence, it leads us to believe 
it to be genuine. If so, it is a good specimen of the manner in which reports are made 
to the Imperial Court from distant provinces of the empire, and tends to show how 
plausible a statement may be drawn up on any subject, where all regard for truth is 
thrown side. 

“ Memorial from Iseang Keun, Governor, Foo Yuen and Hoppo to the Emperor, 
relative to Foreign Affairs, written early in November 1830, and Copy received 
from a private hand; the Copy receivedds not dated. 

“ King, the Iseang Keun, Commandant of Canton, Le, Governor of Canton and 
Kwongse provinces, Loo, Foo Yuen of Canton provin 9 e, and Cl\ung, Hoppo of Caiiton, 
kneel and report to his Majesty for his information. 

“ On examination it appears, that all the Foreigners of various nations, who, crossing 
the sea, come to Canton to exchange goods, reside during the spring and summer of 

every 
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every year at Macao. For the autumn and winter the import and export goods being - 

all at Canton, where the Hong Merchants exchange them, they then remove and reside "breach 

at Canton, in the foreign Factories; foreign women brought with them were formerly ‘ 
permitted only to reside on board the foreign ships; in the 16th year of Keen Lung 
(a. I). 1761), they were first permitted to reside at Macao; but as yet no permission had 
been granted for them to be brought to Canton. In the 34th year of Keen Lung 
(a. d. 1769), Feishin, an Englishman, brought up a foreign woman to reside at Canton; 
the foreign woman was taken in custody back to Macao, and a strict prohibitory pro¬ 
clamation was issued. There are still records hereof that can be examined. 

“ After the 34th year of Keen Lung there have been reports of foreign women being 
clandestinely brought to Canton, or residing there in secret ibr several days; but it has 
been without any person being aware thereof; and they have afterwards been taken 
back to Macao; when this has been the case there are no records that cun be examined. 

“It appears on inquiry, that in the spring of the present year, foreign women came 
to Canton and resided here secretly; but just when orders were being issued to the 
Hong Merchants to drive them away, they returned to Macao. Now the English 
duel', Baynes, has again brought a foreign woman to Canton, to reside in the Com¬ 
pany’s Foreign Factory; and, moreover, the said Foreign Merchants, coming on 
shore from their ships, have entered their Factories sitting in sedan chains. Your 
Minister Le, issued orders to the Hong Merchants immediately to drive out the foreign 
woman, and bid her return to Macao; and not hereafter to permit h'oreign Merchants, 
when entering their Factories, to get into sedan chairs or sit in shoulder-carriages. It 
is authenticated that the said Chief and others immediately thereon, came to the four 
offices of u.s, your Ministers, and at each presented a petition, praying for foreign wo¬ 
men to reside in their Factories, and for permission to be grantetl to use sedan chairs; 
the language of the petitioners was not clear and perspicuous, and the phra.seo]ogy was 
far from humble. We, your Ministers, have all, with strictness, rejected their peti¬ 
tions, and o/dered them still to obey old regulations, and not in the least oppose 
them. 

• “ The said Chief and others having heard it falsely reported without, that soldiers 
were to be appointed U> surround and expel the Foreign Merchant and foreign woman, 
became fearful and suspicious in their minds, and sent a general letter to all the ships 
anchored at Whampoa, ordering above one hundred suilor.s, undercover of night, to 
take several guns, muskets, &c., conceal them in the hold of a small vessel, and clan¬ 
destinely enter with them into the Foreign Factories in Canton provincial city. The 
military stations immediately got information of it and reported; and we, your Minis¬ 
ters, instantly gave secret orders to the officers of the military stations, on land and 
water, not to make the least noise or motion, but to keep watch with increased vigi¬ 
lance, and ordered the Foo and llcen Magistrates, and the Wei-Yuen, all to appoint 
trusty attendantikin different places, to examine carefully and suppress disturbance, and 
not permit native traitorous Chinese to hook on with, instigate, and befool foreigners 
and create riot; that hereby the Merchants and populace might be prevented from 
becoming alarmed or suspicious. We at the same time ordered the Hong Merchants 
and Linguists to speak sternly to the said foreigners, demanding why they secretly 
brought guns, &c. to their Factories; and what were their intentions ? It is authen¬ 
ticated 
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~r~ ticated that they deblured, that it was really because they had heard that soldiers should 

Alleged Breach ^ immediately appointed to take the foreign man and foreign woman, and drive them 
of Laws. InJthout; that in the fear and excited feelings of the moment, they took the muskets 

and guns which had been brought in their ships, for the defence of their persons, and 
brought them up during the night, and that they really did not know that guns were 
things which were not permitted to be brought up. On examination, we, your Minis¬ 
ters, find, that the said Foreigners, in coming up to Canton and going down to Macao, 
have hitherto been permittetl to carry two or three muskets with them to protect them¬ 
selves against thieves; this is really not prohibited; but as to the guns on board the 
ships, for many years they have not been permitted to be brought to the Factories at 
Canton. We again strictly commanded the said foreigners speedily to take the guns 
and muskets and immediately carry them back to the ships, and to make the sailors 
return quickly to Whampoa. After the lapse of some days, the said foreigners took 
the muskets and carried them away, and the sailors scattered and returned, but the 
guns still remain planted within the gate of the Foreign Factory; and the Hong Mer¬ 
chants were requested to solicit for them, that a short time might be granted before the 
foreign woman was again ordered to Macao. We, your Ministers, considering that 
the said foreigner, Bayne.s, in the first place secretly brought a foreign woman to reside 
in this Factory, and in the next place clandestinely transported guns and w'ca])ons 
from the ships to guard against beimg surrounded and expelled, both which are acts ol 
presumption and opposition to old regulations, mad, rebellious and irregular ac ts: 
have now again ordered the foreign woman to be immediately and speedily taken in 
custody back to Macao, and the guns that are still retained to be all carried back to 
tbc! sliijis and kept theni. If they really act in obedience to these orders, and do not 
oppose, we, your Ministers, will, looking up, take the tender intentions entertained 
by your sacred Majesty, and still jjcrmii them to exmtinue trading as usual; but if they 
dare to delay or opytose, we will then, according to your Majesty’s edict of last t ear, 
drive them out and expel them with severity, entirely stop their trade, and inilict a 
heavy punishment on them ; we decichnlly will not presume to make the least aceoin- 
modation with them, thereby leading to the increase of the unruly disposition of the 
obstinate foreigners. 

“We, your Ministers, consider that, though this time the offences of the foreigners 
in opposing prohibitions have not brought us to the necessity of employing soldiers, yet 
the said foreigners original disposition has heretofore been unyielding and unfathom¬ 
able. If it be ncces.sary to keep them in awe by a military.force, then it will be incum¬ 
bent on your Minister King to i^point officers and soldiers of the Eight Banners (that 
is, Tartars), both on land and water, and unite them with the officers and soldiers 
whom your Minister Lc will appoint, that they may conjointly manage the business. 

“ Again, we, by express, present a prepared Memorial. Because this business has 
relation to foreigners, and involves the dignity of the empire, we daremot refrain from 
stating the facts. With reverence, we, in conjunction with your Minister King, the 
Too-tung of the right wing, unitedly present this secret Memorial, begging your 
Majesty’s sacred glance at it. A respectful Memorial.” 


EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATlONlS, 

Dated 8th December 1830. 

The Merchants this day waited on Mr. Davis, bringing with them twolEdicts, one from 
the Viceroy, respecting the late Committee, and another from the Kwangchow Foo, 
concerning the residence of ladies in Canton. The one from the Viceroy was of so 
insulting and improper a character that Mr. Davis declined receiving it on his own 
authority, and told them they had l>etter present it to the assembled Committee. 

The following is a translation of the Kwangchow Foo’s edict: 

“ Fum Hoo, the Kwangchow Foo, dated December 4th, received the 9th 1830. 

“ IIoo, the Kwangchow Foo, issues this to give orders concerning a certain affair. 

It appears that the foreigners have disobeyed prohibitions, and presumed to bring 
foreign women up to the provincial city. The Governor’s orders have been repeatedly 
received to drive them away. 

“ It has been officially reported to Government that the foreign women brought by 
the English Chief Baynes, and the American Foreign Merchant Low, have been re¬ 
turned to Macao; but it is found that the English Foreign Merchant 'lliornhill, and 
the Indian Foreign Merchant Whiteman, both brought foreign women and servant 
girls, and they are still residing in the Foreign Factories. As yet no official report of 
their return to Macao has been sent in. 

“ Why do the Hong Merchants suffer them to procrastinate ? It greatly indicates 
contemptuous trifling. 

“ Severe and intense orders have now been received from the Governor, urging die 
business, and it is decidedly impossible to suffer it longer for a moment. 

“ Beside issuing orders to the Nanhaeheen to- act in obedience thereto, this order is 
issued to the Hong Merchants, requiring them as soon as they receive it to enjoin its 
contents authoritatively on the said Foreign Merchant Thornhill, re(}uiring him this 
'very day to take the foreign women and servant girl, and send tliem in custody back to 
^facao. 

“ Let an official answer be returned for careful examination. If disobedience and 
delay be still persisted in, the Security Merchant, the Linguist and the Compradore 
shall all be brought up and involved in a manner not expedient for them. Hasten ! 
hasten ! These are the commands. 

“ Taoukwang, 10th year, 10th moon, 20th day.” 


CHINA I’APKHS. 

(A.) 

Alleged Breach 
of Laws. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 11th December 1830. 

The Committee assembled to meet the Merchants. Previously to their arrival the 
President stated to the Committee that they must in some degree feel prepared for 
renewed attempts at annoyance on the part of the Government, in consequence of the 
late changes, and that the surest and most prudent mode would be to meet them with 

3 K such 
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such a degree of temperate firmness at the very outset as would elFeotaally check such 
Alleged Breach * disposition. The other members of the Committee cordially coincided in these sen- 
of Laws. timcnts. 

The younger Howqua and Mowqua having arrived, they delivered to the Committee 
the Viceroy’s Edict respecting the late President, which was forthwith sent to be 
translated. 

Mowqua then stated that they were directed by the Viceroy to communicate his 
commands.that the Committee should instantly order the ladies now resident in Canton 
to return to Macao. This was refused, and tliey were told that by their own positive 
pledge and promise on the 29th of October, no further annoyance was to be given on 
the subject, and that the question was then set at rest. 

They then endeavoured to urge the point, by representing the persecutions they 
would be subjected to in con.sequence. We informed them that we deeply regretted 
such should be the cose; that could we in any mode help them wc should be most wil¬ 
ling ; but that we could on no account recognize the principle that we were to be forced 
into compliance on that or any other point by an appeal to our feelings. We told them 
that such a compliance could not fail to be highly injurious to both parties, fur that if 
the local authorities once entertained the notion that we could be induced to swerve 
from our resolutions by the imprisonment and persecution of those with whom we have 
intercourse, it would inevitably be resorted to on all occasions. We should here re¬ 
mark, that the younger Kinqua, who is the Hong Merchant, has been for some days 
past in prison at the Nanhae’s jail. The cause assigned is that he secured a ship con¬ 
signed to Mr. Whiteman, but which has now left the port nearly three months. Mrs. 
Whiteman has been residing in Canton for the last fortnight, and this measure has 
been resorted to by the Government as tlie means of compelling her to return to 
Macao. The merchants then withdrew, and the ('ommittee separated. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 12th December 1880. 

The following is a translation of the Edict yesterday received from the Merchants. 

Document from the Hoppo Chung concerning Mr. Baynes, dated November SO, 
received December 11. 

“ Chung, by imperial appointment, Hoppo of Canton, &c. to the Hong Merchants, 

Howqua and others. 

“ 1 HAVE received from the Governor a communication, on opening which the fol¬ 
lowing appeared: 

“ Last year the English nation’s foreign ships delayed entering the port, in expecta¬ 
tion of obtaining an alteration of the old commercial regulations, and repeatedly 
sent in dunning^ petitions. Although the Chief Plowden joined his name with the 

others, 
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Olliers, I, the Governor, on making a minute and careful inquiry^ have heard that the 

business all arose from Baynes, Millett, &c. wildly putting forth their lordly views,* and Allegetl'^eaeh 

laying plans of perverse craftiness, so that the ships long remained anchored outside, pf Low*. 

much of the cargo became mouldy and rotten, and all the merchants were greatly 

injured. 

“ This year Baynes falsely filled the office of Chief, and again presumed to oppose 
the prohibitions of the Celestial Empire, brought women and girls to the provincial city 
to dwell in the Company’s Factory; and at last, when his reasoning failed and his heart 
liecame frightened, he ordered the sailors in the ships to bring uyi during the night five 
brass guns, muskets, &c., and arranged them at the gate of the Foreign Factories for 
the purpose of defence. Such conduct as this was indeed the extreme of mad rebellion. 

It would have been right immediately to have inflicted extermination; but coii.sidering 
that this was the crime of one individual, Baynes, I could not bear to involve all the 
foreigners; therefore I, the Governor, stooped to exercise clemency and forgiveness, and 
not only forbore to inflict awful punishment, but also refrained from stopping the trade. 

I supptisc this completeness of compassion for remote persons, is what all the Foreign 
Merchants of the saitl nation's ships universally know, and have heard. 

“ But Baynes audaciously exhibited every sort of contemptuous behaviour; death 
is not sufficient to cover his crime ! 

“ I, the Governor, have already united with the Iseang Keun, the Fooyuen and tlic 
Hoppo, in a memorial to the Emperor on the subject. It is estimated, that during the 
first decade of the 11th moon (before the 21th December), the Imperial will may be 
received. 

“ I have now received a document from his honour the Hoppo, saying, that a permit 
is requested by the Englishmen Marjoribanks, Davis, llol)inson. See., to come to the 
provincial city. 

“ I suppose they were chosen to be Chief, Second and Third, and have come to 
change the Committee. Since the said Baynes goes out of the Chiefship, it is a ques¬ 
tion whellier or not he should be ordered back to his own country. If Inu'cafter we shall 
receive his Majesty’s commands to take Baynes and punish his criine.s, it will then be 
right that he be delivered over to be punished. He must not clandestinely steal away, 
in the hasty hope of getting off as if nothing had occurred. 

“ Beside ordering the Hong Merchants, Howqua, &c., in obedience hereto, to go 
immediately, and perspicuously enjoin the tenor of the above commands on the new 
Chief, and order him on the .same day to write back perspicuously, how Baynes is taken 
care of to be forthcoming, no excuses or procrastination can be allowed, such conduct 
will involve him in heavy guilt. 

“ Moreover letters have been sent to the Poochingsze and Ancha-szse, to unilt? ami 
hasten to order the Kwangchowfoo to take under his direction the Nanhacheen, and 
communicate orders to the Hong .Merchants that they may, in obedience thereto, enjoin 
the commands of Government on the new Chief and others to write back, clearly stating 
in what place they have confined Baynes till the business be settled. 

“ Furthermore, 


Or drciKions. 
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—- “ Furtliermore, is right to make this communication to the Hoppo, that he may 

Alleged Breach the contents and act accordingly. 

of Laws. “ On this coming before me, the Hoppo, I forthwith issue an order to the .Hong 

Merchants. 

“ [Here he repeats the last clause of the Governor’s document.] Tremble at this ! 
A Special Edict! 

“ Taowkwang, 10th year, 10th moon, I6th day.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 14th December 1830. 

The following reply to the Governor’s Edict having been approved of by the Board, 
the Merchants will be reejuested to attend the Committee to-morrow mornincr to 
receive it. 

“ To His Excellency the Governor of Canton. 

“ We have received your Excellency’s Proclamation, bearing date the 10th year, 
10th moon, and 15th day. 

“ We beg to acquaint you, that in compliance with instructions received from the 
authorities iti England, to whom alone we look for all orders regulating our transactions 
in this country, we have undertaken the management of the affairs of the East-Indiu 
C'om}>any in China. It will at all tinics be to us a source of satisfaction if the amicable 
rilatitms between the British nation and China can be preserved uninterrupted. It is 
therefore with much regret we have received your Excellency’s Proclamation, asserting 
a right of interference with the servants of the Company in this country, which we beg 
firmly, but respectfully, to state we can never admit. In regard to the persomd impu¬ 
tations directed against the late Chief of this Factory, we feel ourselves culled upon 
altogether to disclaim them. It is stated, that the ships of the Company were by him 
prevented entering the port, ‘ in expectation of obtaining an alteration of the old com¬ 
mercial regulations;’ but according to your Excellency’s admission, the condition of the 
Hong Merchants had at that period become ‘ sickened and debased,’ and foreign trade 
with China was in a state which imperiously called for amelioration; we are glad to 
think that that amelioration has in some measure been accomplished. 

“ Mr. Baynes did not, as your Excellency has been most improperly informed, 
‘ falsely fill the office of Chief;’ but on Mr. Plowdcn’s departure it became his duty 
to take upon himself that office, and to conduct, in concert with the other members of 
the Committee, the affairs of the East-Indiu Company. 

“ In regard to the subject next alluded to in the Proclamation, to which we now offer 
a reply, namely, the resort of the wives of British subjects to Canton, we cannot but 
believe that your Excellency has, from the expressions which you have applied to it, 
been much misinformed. The wives and families of foreigners have at all times been 
admitted to reside at Macao, nor have the laws of China eyer prohibited their doing 
so. By your Excellency’s predecessor an English lady was ordered to be brought to 

Canton, 
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Canton, who had unfortunately been wrecked in an English ship op the coast of Hainan, 
and was conveyed here with other persons in a Chinese trading vessel. It has fre¬ 
quently occurred that English ships have been the means of saving the lives of Chinese 
subjects, who have been found cast away on some of the numerous islands in the seas 
adjacent to this empire. The mind dwells with sincere pleasure on such reciprocal good 
offices, proofs alike of civilization and humanity. 

“ In this country, where the relations exbting between husband and wife, and 
parent and child, are held in such high and deserved estimation, we cannot believe that 
it could ever be your Excellency’s wish to deny to foreign residents in Canton the pos¬ 
session of these advantages, cn which, according to the maxims venerated in China, the 
moral condition and happine.ss of mankind so much depends. Such we feel assured could 
never l)c the intention of the benevolent mind of his Imperial Majesty, who so unre¬ 
mittingly inculcates the conjugal, parental, and filial duties on his own subjects. 

“ In reply to the statement that the late Chief of the Factory acted violently in 
ordering armed men to Canton, we have only to mention that this was done in conse¬ 
quence of a formal intimation, which was made by the Hong Merchants, that the Fac¬ 
tory was about to be attacked. Mr. Baynes being thus assured that the lives and pr(^>- 
perty of British subjects were endangered, deemed himself called upon to jjroiect 
them. 

“ We could have much wished that we were not under the necessity of offering any 
further ob.servations on the Proclamation, to which we now reply, as we are still inclined 
to believe that your Excellency must be sufficiently conversant with the British charac¬ 
ter to be aware, that we are incapable of being at any time induced by threatening 
language to diverge from the straight forward line of public duty. While serving our 
employers to the best of our humble power, we are unacquainted with a feeling of per¬ 
sonal apprehension; we are insensible to such an influence; we dare not trust ourselves 
with quoting the expre.ssions which have been applied to the late Chief of this Factory. 
We are desirous to address your Excellency in the language of truth, but in deference 
to the eminent situation which you hold, we wish to do so with respect. We cannot 
consider its applicable to an English authority the terms which have been used; they 
could only have been suggested to your Excellency by the misinformation of others: 
they could not emanate from a mind such as we are given to understand your Excellency 
possesses, governed by enlarged views, and directed by the principles of justice. 

“ December 14th, 1830.” 


CHINA UAI'KHK. 


(A.) 

Alleged Breach 
of Laws. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 23d December 1830. 

We have this day received the following Edict from the Governor, in reply to our 
address dated the 14th instant. 

“ From Governor Le, dated December 23d, received on 24th, 1880. 

“ Le, Cabinet Minister, member of the Military Board and Governor of the two 
Kwang provinces, hereby issues his commands to the Hong Merchanu. 

» It 
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“ it is now anthesitic»ted that the Englwh Chief, Marjoribnnks, and others, have 
presented an official document, saying—[Here follows a copy of the Committee’s letter 
of December 14th.] 

“ This coming before me, the Governor, I have examined and find that the mer¬ 
chant ships of England have come to Canton to trade, upwards of a hundred years, and 
for so long a period there has been mutual tranquillity; in every instance there has 
been obedience to the lows and regulations of the Celestial Empire, none has dared to 
make tlie least opposition. Even with respect to the said nation’s ships bringing married 
or unmarried women, they have invariably sent them on shore at Macao, they have 
never brought them up to Canton city to dwell in the Foreign Factories. 

“ During the reign of Keen Lung, it happened by mistake that some were brought 
to Canton, but they were all sent back in custody to Macao. There are repeated 
cases on record which afford evidence of this; but the late Chief Baynes, during the 
autumn of the present year, suddenly presumed to bring women with him to the 
Company's Factory to reside. Afterwards Thornhill and Whiteman came forward, 
and imitated the bad example, thereby violating the interdicts of Government. 

“ I, the Governor, repeatedly issued orders on the subject, charging tliem intensely 
that it could not be allowed; but I neither added the punishment which would have 
awed tliem, nor suddenly stopped your * trade, because sin<!ci ely I could not bear, on 
aceount of the irregular, wild conduct of the individual Baynes, to involve all the 
ships ; hence it was that I acted with so much liberal forbearance: I really desired, for 
the sake of the said country, to preserve her trade entire. I sujtpose that the said 
Chief and others, since their arrival in Canton, have heard all the detail. 

“ Now that Baynes is gone, his ofTences may all be left to himself, originally they do 
iKit concern the present Chief and his colleagues; but you, the Committee, are 
persons sent by your own country to control the commercial afi'airs; you must, no 
doubt, be persons who clearly understand what is reasonable and just; and maturely 
acquainted with the regulations. It is your duty to lead all the Foreign Men hants, to 
keep every one of them in his proper place, and not trnnsgre.ss the usages. If any one 
brings women to Canton, it is incumbent on you to speak plainly the correct sentiment, 
to reprehend him, and order him to hasten and return them to Macao. Moreover, 
you shoidd previously caution all the people resident at Macao, and tell them that they 
are not allowed to bring their families to Canton. There you will go in the right way, 
which is incumbent on those who reside at Canton and have the general control. As to 
what is said .in the Petition, that husband and wife should not be separated, this 
i-cfers to ordinaiy case.s, when living at home. If they go abroad and become guests 
in a country, how can they be viewed according to the same rule? Besides, at 
Macao, they may be sent to reside; where is the necessity of overstepping the mark and 
going to Canton ? 

“ 'Fry to think, of all the various nations whose foreign merchants come to Canton, 
there are a great many who do not bring their wives and daughters. How do they 
separate 

“ That it sudden and wilful violation of interdicts which had been long obeyed was 
ji wild, irregular act, I suppose the said Chief and his colleagues already know. 


• Here mill below lie ((uits sjieukiiigto the Mereluiiits, and Bjieaks directly to the Committee, 


At 
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“ At this time it is especially incumbent, strictly to order repent — 

speedily and alter bis behaviour, not persisting in his former stupidity. Thus the Alleg^'l^rcacli 
strength of the said Chief will be competent to draw him back for the time to come of Laws, 
from his past errors, and the affair will te completed on both skies. 

“ To sum up the whole, the said nation’s ships and merchants passing over such 
immense oceans, come only for commerce, how can they be willing to indulge the idea 
of creating disturbance ? 

“ The Celestial Empire also decidedly will not treat harshly persons from remote 
parts. If, indeed, they implicitly adhere to old usages, and do not wilfully originate 
novel notions,* no doubt there will be mutual tranquillity. In order to effect this, I 
do not fear the toil of reiterating admonitions and cautions on the said Chief and his 
colleagues. 

“ Uniting these things, this Order is forthwith issued to the Hong Merchants, 
requiring them to enjoin its contents clearly and plainly on the said Marjoribanks and 
the others, that they may obey accordingly. Oppose not. Hasten ! hasten ! These 
are the commands. 

“ Taoukwang, 10th year, 11th moon, 9th day.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATION'S, 

Dated 29th December 1830. 

W E have received from a private source, the following Copy of the Imperial reply to 
the Memorial in our Secret Consultations, under date 30th November. The evident 
intention of it is to leave discretionary power to the officers of the local government to 
act according to circumstances: 

“ Canton, December 29th, 1830. 

“ Translation of a document received privately from the Court of Peking. 

“ On the 14tli of the lltli moon of the 10th year of the reign of Taoukwang 
(December 28th, 1880), a fire despatch (an express) was received from the Military 
Board, containing a letter from the great officers of army movements; saying, that King, 
the Iseangkeun of Kwang Chow; the Cabinet Minister and Governor of Canton, Le; 
the Fooyuen Choo and the Hoppo Chung had memorialized; and on the 24th day 
of the 10th moon of the 10th year, the Supreme commands were respectfully received, 
stating: 

“ It is authenticated that King and others have reported that the English nation’s 
Chief, Baynes, had conveyed foreign women to the provincial city, to dwell in the 
Company’s foreign Factories; further, that tlie said Foreign Merchants had in going 
on shore from their ships, sat in sedan chairs, and proceeded -to their Factories, C&c. 
as before translated ; Emperor’s answer concerning the guns, &c,] 

“ According to internal regulations, foreign women are not allowed to go to the 
provincial city to dwell, and Foreign Merdiants are not allowed to sit in dhairs, and 
enter their Factories. Their bringing musketry and cannon is only for defence 

against 

* The allufiion is to a tree shooting forth now branches. 
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against pirates at sea j it is by no means allowed to convey tliem clandestinely into the 
dty. 

« Now that’ the said foreigners have presumed to disobey old regulations. King and 
the others must issue strict and explicit orders, and cause them to obey and keep the 
old regulations. Hereafter they must not in the least degree oppose, nor wilfully oiTend 
against the prohibitions. If still they dare to persist in,opposition, then forthwith adopt 
measures to expel them, and exhibit primitive correction, there must not be the least 
approximation or giving in. It is necessary (for the four persons named above) to 
consult and manage safely. Whilst cherishing tenderness towards outside foreigners, 
still there must be no loss of the dignity of the arrangements of the Celestial Empire. 
To do this will be good management. 

** Take these commands and make them known to King, Lc and Choo, that they may 
communicate the commands to Chung (the Hoppo) for his information. Respect this! 
In obedience to the Imperial will, we (the great officers, &c.) send this letter.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 4th January 1831. 

We have this day received from a private source, the following Copy of a Memorial 
to the Emperor, from the heads of the local government, concerning the proceedings 
of the last few months; it evinces an equal disregard for truth, as most documents of a 
similar description. 

“ Memorial to the Emperor from the Iseang Keun King, tlie Governor Le, the 

Fooyuen Choo, and the Hoppo Chung, concerning the supersession of the Select 

Committee, dated 1st January 1831. 

“ Your Ministers, King, Le, Choo and Chung, kneel and report. We before 
reported unitedly, that the English Chief Baynes had brought up a foreign woman to 
the provincial city to dwell in the Foreign Factory; that the said Foreign Merchants, 
on coming on shore from their ships, entered the Factories seated in sedan chairs, and 
that having erroneously listened to false statements, of soldiers being sent to surround 
and expel them, they became suspicious and fearful, and clandestinely brought guns and 
muskets from on board their ships to the Foreign Factories at the provincial city. On 
the I4th day of the 11th moon of the present year (28th December last), we received a 
letter from the great ministers, who direct the movements of the army, stating that the 
Imperial will had been respectfully received. nHeits follows the clause of the answer 
which contains the Emperor's will.] 

“ On examination, we find that after this former prepared memorial, the said 
foreigner, Baynes, getting a little knowledge of repentance and awe* on the next day, 
took tlie great and small brass guns and sent them severally b^k to tbe various ships. 
The foreign woman also returned to Macao. These things, at the several times of their 
occurrence, your minister Le, in conjunction with your ministers. King mad Chung, re¬ 
ported on attached slips of paper (or by postscript) os is on record. 


« We 
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“ We, your Ministers, on examining very minutely, find that the foreigners of the 
said nation are indeed all stupidly obstinate, but that the Chief, Baynes, is still more so, A.i]eged Breach 
perverse and obstinate to an extreme; and that in many cases it has been Baynes who has of Laws, 

madly tlirust forward his views and wishes. Other persons have been chosen in the said 
country to be Chief, second and third Supracargoes, and they having come to Canton to 
change places with (the former ones), Baynes has immediately been dismissed. . 

“ We, your Ministers, have made inquiry as to the reason of this, and it is authenti¬ 
cated, that, in reply, the Hong Merchants state that tliey have heard, that because of 
Baynes having last year frequently presented petitions, madly hoping to change the old 
regulations of the trade, and having forcibly caused the various ships to delay entering 
the port, so that a large portion of the foreign goods were spoiled by mould and rust; 
the said country knew that it was Baynes and his colleagues who had involved themselves 
in this state of things, and therefore recalled him. 

“We find on examination, that the foreigners are covetous of profit, and very crafty 
and artful. It is not Baynes alone who is thus; so that although Baynes is now dis¬ 
missed, it is difficult (or impossible) to ensure that in future those foreigners, who are put 
in his stead, will not again madly form crafty plans; we can only immediately thereon 
examine and issue strict orders for them to understand, that ‘ hereafter it is absolutely 
‘ necessary that the English Cffiief, and all the foreigners of the various nations, pay im- 
‘ plicit obedience to the prohibitions of the Celestial Empire, and tranquilly continue the 
‘ ordinary course of trade.’ If any should presume again to oppose, it will be our duty, in 
obedience to your Majesty's will, to form some plan for driving them out, and inflicting 
severe punishment and correction, without in the slightest degree appro^iimating to, or 
making uccominodalion with them, in order thereby to make the dignity of the Empire 
revered, and to keep in awe the stupid obstinacy of the barbarians. 

“ It is consistent with right reason that we should unitedly report ag.ain liy an added 
slip of paper (a postscript), begging a sacred glance at it. A respectful memorial.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 13th January 1831. 

We have this day received the following document from the Merchants: 

“ Order from Governor Lc, communicated by the Kwongchowfoo to the Hong 
Merchants, dated .January 12th, received 13th 1831. 

“ Hoo, the Kwongchowfoo, to the Senior Hong Merchants, for their full infi)rma- 
tion. A document has been received from the Treasurer, who received it from the 
Governor, who says, 

“ The Imperial commands have been respectfully received, saying, ‘ Former regula- 
‘ lions have disallowed foreign women residing at Canton; foreign (or barbarian) Mer- 
‘ chants, are TU)t allowed to enter their Factories sitting in sedan chairs, and their bring- 
‘ ing muskets and cannon is only to defend themselves against pirates at sea; they must 
‘ not, on any account, clandestinely tr.ansport them to Canton. These foreigners having 
‘ presunieil to oppose old regulation.s, you must issue strict, severe and explicit orders 

3 L ‘ for 
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- ‘ for them to obey, pnd keep the old regulations. Hereafter there must not be the least 

(A.) ‘ opposition or disobedience to prolxibitions. If still theydaretoprocrastinateandre- 

‘ let them immediately be expelled by force, and a manifestation of chastisement 
‘ cxiiihlted. Respect this.’ 

“ Having respectfully transcribed tliis, it is hereby sent to the Treasurer, to pass it to 
the Kwongchowfoo, who must transmit it ibr implicit obedience. Examine into it, and 
act accordingly. 

“ I, the Kwongchowfoo, Imving received the above, have written to the Nanhaeheen, 
commanding him to obey it, beside which I hereby issue an order to ‘the Senior Mer> 
chants, that they may forthwith reverently obey, and order with strictness, severity and 
perspicuity, tliesaid Chief and others, one and all of . them, to obey and keep the old 
regulations. They must not in the least oppose or violate the prohibitory orders of 
Government. The foreign women who have been, brought by Thornhill and White- 
man, and of whose return to Macao there is as.yet no authentic report, must be urged 
and commanded to be removed to Macao tliis very day, and a report of the same pre¬ 
sented to Government. If they still dare to procrastinate and resist, assuredly his Ma¬ 
jesty’s commands will be implicitly obeyed, and a rigorous iniliction of expulsion and 
chastisement be manifested.. The said Hong Merchants also will, greatly uifend, and 
iliid it inexpedient. Tremble at this ! Ileeditilly attend to this. Oppose not. Tliese 
are the commands. 

Tuoukivang^. ijOth.year,. lull month, 29th. day. (January 12th, 1631.)' 


EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court 

of Directors, dated 23d October 1630. 

Par. 9. We regret to state that an unfavourable and malignant temper has lately 
been displayed by the Chinese Government, in the publication of several insulting and 
opprobrious Edicts, promulgated with the evident intention of degrading the character 
of foreigners amongst the lower orders Qf<the natives, and calculated in a high degree to 
aggravate the feelings of the former, and excite the. disposition of the latter to offensive 
acts. Amongst these. Proclamations, several have appeared prohibiting tlie residence of 
European females in Canton, and within the last two days a verbal message was delivered 
to us by Howqua, attended by the wholfe body of Hong Mercliants, stating most dis¬ 
tinctly (and as an intimation emanating directly from the Viceroy, which he desired 
might be immediately committed to writing), that unless a lady now residing in the 
Factories, removed in two .or three days, a party of soldiers would be deputed by the 
Viceroy to sei*e her person. 

10. We consider it proper to state that the indignities which the Chinese Govern¬ 
ment has lately attempted to heap upon foreigners, has been so keenly felt by the resi¬ 
dents in this city, that an address bos been presented to us, signed by, we believe, almost 
every member of the British Commercial Community, requesting our co-operation and 
assistance in remonstrating against this shameful line of proceefeg on the part of the 
constituted authorities. 


11. The 
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11. The threat of seizure, levelled against a person resident in the precincts of our ~ 

Factories, is so subversive of the security indispensable to the conduct of the trade, that Breat h 

we feel any measure resembling concession on such a point, would be highly injurious t > of Lgvfs. 
the interests of the British nation, of which we arc in this country the representatives; 

we therefore determined, with reference to the abstract question of personal security, 
to resist this menace of violating the precincts of our residence, hitherto held sacred, to 
the utmost extremity, and resolved to adopt the necessary precautions for repelling the 
attempt if made. 

12. As regards the question of the residence of European females in Canton, nothing 
can be more unreasonable than the objections now urged against it by the Cliinesc 
Government. In the past sen.son, several ladies resided in the Factories without any 
attempt at molestation on the part of the Canton authorities, or even an observation 
being passed upon the subject. Mrs. Baynes, at whom the present insulting menace 
has been directed, accompanied her husband to Canton by the express invitation of 
Howqua, whose character is too cautious to commit himself inconsiderately. The prohi¬ 
bition therefore now issued against her residence in Canton, appeared to us as absurd, and 
inconsistent as the terms in which it was conveyed, and the threat which accompanied it 
are galling to the feelings of every Englishman. 

13. Wc would here bring under the consideration of your Honourable Court that 
the President of the Factory, in the discharge of his duty, must necessarily at times 
render himself extremely obnoxious to the Chinese Government. We allude to tho.se 
occasions when cases involving life arc under discussitm with the Government; and we 
would beg most respectfully to add, that the conscientious and prompt discharge of 
responsible duty, involving exposure to the odium of this Government, is scarcely com¬ 
patible with the feelings attendant upon separation from a wife and family placed under 
no protection, and liable, in a desperate emergency, to the acts of a government which has 
shown itself capable of conduct of the most atrocious nature. The preceding remarks 
may apply with equal propriety to every member of the Factory, who might find 
himself in similar circumstances to those in which the President is now placed, and 
are not intended to refer to (he solitary instance which has now been taken Up by the 
Viceroy. 

14. But the threat held out by the Government on this occasion embraces in its 
bearings a much wider field than the solitary instance in which it has been exercised. It 
has probably been induced by the sudden departure of two persons from Canton, Mr. 

Fearon, the Hanoverian Consul, and the Parsee Merchant Merwanjee, the master of 
the three Parsecs concerned in the afl'ray w'hich caused the death of Captain Mackenzie. 

Mr. Fearon is a resident in the Factory where the transaction tot)k place, and is al.so 
connected in business with Merwanjee. Mr. Fearon’s name was introduced into a 
report of the transaction made by a low police officer to the superior Magistrates, we 
believe, at the instigation of Mr. Bovet, to screen himself from implication, altltough 
perfectly innocent of the smallest participation in the occurrence., Mr. Fearon was so 
fur intimidated by the inquiries of the Government into an aifair, where his name had 
l>een reported as an accessai^, whose delinquency was suspicious, that he judged it 
prudent to quit Canton; and the Parsee Merchant Merwanjee, under the impression 

3 L 2 that 
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that he might be held responsible by the Government for the acts of his dependents, 
adopted the same course, 

15. The Chinese authoritie.s have doubtless been encouraged in their demands for the 
delivery of the three Parsees, by the two instances of successful intimidation above 
related; and were the .slightest disposition of concession evinced by us at the present 
moment, it cannot be doubted that they would be emboldened to proceed to fresh acts 
of aggression, such as the search of our Factories for the offenders, insulting menaces, 
or even the positive seizure of the person of some British subject. 

16. We therefore came to tlie determination, that firm and deliberate resistance to 
the line of conduct assumed by the (jovernment afforded the only hope of avoiding a 
series of indignities and insult, as well as of establishing the security of person, so essential 
to the conduct of the trade. A guard of seamen was immediately ordered from the 
ships for the protection of the Factory, in case of any attack being attempted; and 
the Merchants were informed the same will not be withdrawn till the Government 
give ample assurance for the personal safety of every British subject resident in 
Canton. 

17. We are hap[)y to be able to add to this despatch, the assurance that there appears 
no intention on the part of the Government, to disturb the commercial transactions of 
the season, which continue perfectly uninterrupted. The Hoppo has announced his 
intention of proceeding to Whampoa to-morrow for the purpose of measuring all the 
Honourable Company’s ships. It is further satisfactory to us to inform your Honour¬ 
able C'ourt that the lading of four ships is already far advanced, and that of three more 
has been commenced. 

18. We cannot here refrain from expressing our conviction, that the very serious 
discussion of the preceding season has had a sensible elfect upon the conduct of the 
Chinese authorities, with reference to the employment of the means of coercion, to which 
they formerly resorted with such readiness. We allude to the suspension of trade. No 
hint has been made, in the demands urged by the Government for the delivery of the 
three Parsees concerned in the affray in which Captain Mackenzie lost his life, that 
this weapon of compulsion would be employed; we are happy also to perceive that the 
Government, though they have undoubtedly authorized the verbal communication of 
the insulting threat detailed in the ninth paragraph of tliis despatch, has not dared to 
commit the same to writing in the form of a public document; we trust, therefore, 
that the prompt and decisive measures which we have considered it necessary to adopt 
on this occasion, while they serve to convince the Chinese that attempts at intimidation 
will never succeed in inducing us to swerve from our position, will at the same time con¬ 
vince them of the inutility of protracting the discussion of the homicide, when no point 
can be gained ; and we hope to communicate to your Honourable Court iu our next 
despatch the amicable adjustment of the present subjects of difference. 
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EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court Allegc^Breacli 
of Directors, dated 16th November 1880. of Laws. 

Par. 67. Our letter under date the 23d October, will have informed your Honour¬ 
able Court of the cause and progress of our discussions with this Government, and our 
proceedings consequent thereupon up to that period, 'llie Hong Merchants having 
informed us that the Viceroy was unwilling to give more than a verbal assurance to a 
verbal threat, we addressed a letter to him, which will be found upon our Consultations 
under date the 26th October, stating the threat made use of, and the formal way in which 
it was conveyed, and I’equiring from him the strongest assurances that our Factories 
and our persons were secure. 

68. On the 28th, an answer recorded under that date, was brought to tlic President 
by the Merchants, who stated that it would be found conciliatory, and to contain the 
assurance we required of personal protection; they added the strongest assurances, on 
their part, that no armed force should ever enter the Factories, and that no molestation 
would be given to English ladies residing in Canton, qualifying this latter assurance, 
by saying, that although edicts might from time to time be issued, which the forms of 
office rendered necessary, yet beyond that no molestation would be offered or notice 
taken; exemplifying their meaning by an allusion to the edicts annually promulgated 
against the opium ships, which were never intended to be put into execution. On the 
following morning the letter having been translated, the Committee assembled to take 
it into consideration. The first question wa.s, whether it contained to the full extent the 
assurance we had required; the wording of it certainly does not amount to this, and 
we felt ounsclves at liberty either to receive it, and construe it to our purpose in our 
reply, or to reject it altogether. There could be no doubt it was intended as a peace- 
ollering, and the assurances of the Hong Merchants, not only on the question of the 
inviolability of our Factories, but as regarded the residence of English females in 
Canton, convinced us how great had been the impression created by the prompt and 
decisive measures we had adopted on the justifiable ground of self-defence. The slight 
allusion to the Parsee question sufficiently showed that that affair was at an end, and 
that our object to preserve tlie trade free from interruption had been obtained. The 
slightest concession on any of the points in dispute, would doubtless, judging from 
former experience, have been the sure means of involving us in long and harassing 
discu.ssions, together with the other annoyances which have attended former cases of 
homicide in this country'. After mature deliberation, and for the rea.sons detailed in 
our Consultations of the 29th October, to which we beg to refer, we determined to 
seize the advantages we had gained at the moment of concession, and put an end to 
these discussions. 

59. We tlierefore formally summoned the Merchants, and informed them that 
relying on the promises of the Viceroy, and the strong a.ssurances they had given on all 
tlie points in dispute, we should answer the Viceroy’s letter with as little delay as 
possible, after which orders would be issued to remove the men and guns to 
Whampoa. 

60. A letter was drawn up to the Viceroy, recorded under date the 29th, and on the 

31st 
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■' 31st October the ipen and guns were embarked at the Company’s stairs opposite the 

AJIrcetl Breach P«ctory, without the slightest accident having occurred from tire time of their arrival to 
of Laws. their return to Whampoa. 

61. On the 1st November was received the Viceroy’s reply, recorded under that 
date, in which he says, ‘ he assuredly will not admit the principle of moving the military 
to surround and to expeland thus terminated these discussions, which at the com^ 
mcncement threatened to be of long continuance. 


EXTRACT LETTER from tlie SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court 
of Directors, dated 15th December 1880. 

Par. 9. It is with some regret we acquaint your Honourable Court, that we have 
received a proclamation from the Governor and Hoppo, the language of which is most 
violent, as directed against Mr. Baynes and the Members of the late Committee. It 
claims also a right of interference with the servants of the Company in- this countiy, 
which has in former years been attempted, and effectually resisted. It will become our 
duty to disclaim this right of interference, and to reply to it in a firm and decisive 
manner. We .may here remark, that in our communications with this Government, it 
will ever be our study to avoid all intemperate expressions. The language of inflexible 
firmness and politeness may be united, and we shall always endeavoqr to assume the 
first, without allowing the second to sink into humility. 

10. An impression, arising out of the late changes, has probably been made on the 
mind of the Chinese public, that we might be disposed to concede privileges which had 
l)een gained; and as it must be well known to your Honourable Court that concessions 
in this country often lead to further attempts at encroachments, we shall consider it 
necessary to make a stand upon the threshold. 

11. We consider the proclamation alluded to, and which is recorded on our Public 
Consultations forwarded by the present despatch, to be a trial on the part of die Canton 
Government liow far we are disposed to yield to its dictation. 

12. We are further confirmed in our resoludon to pursue the line of conduct above 
mentioned, by an intimation we have received privately from a native source, but which 
we have reason to believe to be authentic, that an Imperial Edict, in reply to the repre¬ 
sentations of the Canton Government on the subject of the proceedings in the past and 
present seasons, has been received within the last few days. Our informant states the 
purport of the Edict to be as follows: 

■“ The said Governor and others are ordered to arrange with liberality, and manage 
kindly. Respect this.” 

13. If this be authentic, it evinces a .strong di.sposition in tire Imperial Government to 
preserve amicable relations with foreigners. We are told tbattlie rebellion, in Tartary, 
and the great anxiety for its suppression, has in some measure created this desire to 
maintain uninterrupted tranquillity in other parts of the empire. But at the same 
time, we cannot avoid remarking, that the proceedings of last year appear to have 
mode a considerable impression^ and it must be admitted, as repeatedly demonstrated 

in 
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in the history of our intercourse w’ith this country, that a firm* opposition to the 
encroachments of the Government generally, produces, a favourable inclination towards 
us, after the subjects in. dispute arc terminated.. 


CHINS PA PI ns. 


(A ) 

Alleged Breach 
oi’ Laws. 


EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to tlic Court 

of Directors, dated 1st January 1631. 

Par. 9. One of the Hong Merchants has this morning acknowledged, with a request 
that his name should not be connected with the acknowledgment, that the Governor 
had stated that the residence of English ladies at Canton was a “ trifling matter, a very 
small business,” as he expressed himself. The remonstrances, therefore, which we have 
received from the Government upon this subject, have, as we have always believed, 
originated in the suggestions of the Hong Merchants, who have unhappily ever been 
jealous of the concession of any privileges which add to the respectability of foreign 
residents. They proceed upon the principle, that the greater the depressed state of 
foreigners, the less likely is their own responsibility to be involved. 

10. We feel desirous that the confidential communication from one of their own 
body should be made known to your Honourable Court, who will naturally be led to 
conclude, that much greater weight has been attached by the Canton Government to 
this question, than has been the case. 


EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court 
of Directors, dated 11th February 1831. 

Par. 6. Since our arrival at Macao, we have, in the interchange of courtesies with 
the local Chinese authorities, received from them > expressions of their good-will and 
favourable dispositions, which have been evinced on a minor occasion by the removal 
of the restriction against Chinese being employed as chair-bearers by English residents, 
which had become a source of much private inconvenience. 


EXTRACT LETTER from the COURT OF DIRECTORS to the Select Com¬ 
mittee at Canton, dated the 13th April 1831. 

Par. 27. Upon the first point, vir. the resort to Canton of European females, we 
stated in our letter of April 1829, that “ we could by no means sanction ^ch a step.” 
And we accordingly desire you will in future be governed by this decision, a departure 
from which led to the extreme mea.sures of ordering up a party of seamen, and two 
carronades, for the purpose of being placed in the Factory, to repel any attempt which 
might be made by the native authorities to enforce the observance of their prohibitory 

Edict. 
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CHINA rAPF.RS. 

- Edict. Such a course of proceeding might have produced a recurrence of the serious 

Alle e^Breach difficulties and embarrassments which liad arisen in the preceding season; and that, 
of Laws. not for the purpose of maintaining any point essential to the preservation of the im¬ 
portant public interests committed to their charge, but to relieve them from a tempo¬ 
rary domestic sacrifice, a sacrifice necessarily entailed upon the members of our Factory, 
in the discharge of the duties imposed upon them by the stations to which they arc 
appointed. 
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(B.) 

PAPERS RELATING TO THE DEATH OF MR, MACKENZIE, 

AT CANTON. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 4th October 1830. 

The President this day arrived in Canton with his family, having left Macao the day 
previous in H. C. Cutter. On landing, the following letter was delivered to him by 
Mr. Lindsay. As the three Parsecs alluded to were confined in Mr. Lindsay’s rooms, 
the President gave immediate directions for their being sent to Whampoa; and they left 
Canton the same evening in the Astell’s boat, with an order to the commanding officer 
of the 11. C. S. Abercrombie Robinson, to keep them in safe custody until further 
orders 

“ To Wm. Baynes, Esq., I’resident, &c. Select Committee- 
“ Gentlemen: 

“ An affray of a very serious nature having occurred in which Captain Mackenzie, 
commander of the Dutch ship Vrow Helena, has lost his life, I consider it my duty to 
lay the circumstances of the case, as far as they have come to my knowledge, before you. 

“ A little before seven on the morning of the 1st October, Mr. Van Basel, acting 
Consul for the Netherlands, came to my house and requested me to accompany him to 
the house of Mr. Bovet, in which Captain Mackenzie was lying dangerously wounded, 
having been attacked the previous evening by a party of Parsees, servants of Merwan- 
jee Hormajee, who resides in the adjoining Factory. 

“ 1 fortliwith accompanied him to Mr. Bovet’s, where we found Captain Mackenzie 
in a dreadful state, his head being so disfigured by the blows he had received, that 
scarcely a feature was perceptible. He was still living when I entered the room, but 
perfectly senseless, and he expired within a few minutes. 

“ The statement of Mr. Bovet and several other witnesses was, that the house had 
been attacked by a party of Parsees; and that on Captain Mackenzie’s going to the 
door he was knocked down and dragged along the Hong, the Parsees striking him 
severe blows with iron crowbars. 

“ Mr. Vaa Basel then addressed me in the following letter, requesting my assistance 
to apprehend the suspected parties, they being British subjects. 

« (Translation.) 

“ To H. H. Lindsay, Esq., British Factory in China. 

“ Sir: 

“ In consequence of the assassination which was committed yesterday evening in our Hong 
by the domestics of Merwanjee, we request you to give us the assistance in your power to 

3 M endeavour 
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CHINA I’ATEBS. 

(Im 

Death of 
■Ml . Mackenwe. 


endeavour to apprehend the culprits, seeing that the Parsees are under the protection and 
domination of the English Company. 

“ I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) “ M. J. SaMM Vak Basel, 

“ Provisional Consul of H. the King of tihe Netherilahds. 

“ Canton, Ist October 1830.” 


“ Conceiving, from appearances, that a murder of a most atrocious nature had been 
committed, I felt no hesitation in giving all the aid in my power, and immediately went 
to Merwanjee’s Factory in company with Captain Danieli, the senior Commander in 
Canton, and several officers and seamen. 

“ Merwanjee himself readily came forward and pointed out three of his servants im¬ 
plicated in the affray, at the same time stating the case veiy dilforently from what Mr. 
Bovet did; namely, that his servants were the party attacked, and merely acted in self- 
defence. Merwanjee willingly committed the three men into my custody, at tlje same 
time expressing the most anxious desire that the affair should be thoroughly examiued 
into by any British authority. I accordingly took the three men and placed them in 
confinement at my own house. 

“ During the course of the day an inquest was held at the Dutch Factory, which in¬ 
cluding adjournments, sat till five p. m. on tlie following day, when they came to a deci¬ 
sion ; and shortly after 1 received the following letter from Mr. Van Basel, enclosing the 
verdict of the jury. 


“ Sir: 


“ To H. H. Lindsay, Esq. &c. &c. 


“ The jury assembled to investigate the causes which led to the death of Captain F. Mac¬ 
kenzie, of the Netherlands ship Vrow Helena, having returned their verdict, I have the 
honour to enclose an attested copy of the same, in order that as the Representative of the 
British Factory in Canton, you may take such measures as you may consider tlie occasion to 
demand. 

« The minutes of evidence are in course of being copied, and shall be furnished you 
when completed. 

“ I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) “ M. J. Senn Van Basel, 

“ The Provisional Acting Netherlands Consul in China. 

“ Canton, 2d October 1830.” 


“ (Copy.) 

“ We, the undersigned, a Jury of Inquest summoned by M. J. Senn Van Basel, Esq. 
Provisional Netherlands Consul in China, for the purpose of inquiring into thd causes which 
led to the deatli of the late Captain Mackenzie, of the Nctherland ship Vrow Helena, having 
met on the 1st day of October, and continued by adjournment to this day, after having ex¬ 
amined the body, and heard all the eyid^ce adduced, arc of opinion, ‘That the death of 
‘ Captain F. Mackenzie was caused by blows indicted upon him by three Parsees, named 
‘ Nowrojee,,Framjea and Jam^eyos, (servants of Merwimjea Iformajee). in.w affiray which 
‘ took place in the Dutch Hong on the 30th ultimo.’ 


“ Given • 
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“ Given under our hands at Canton, this 2d day of October, in the year of our Lord 1830. 


(Signed) 

« John Macvicar, Foreman, 

“ Thomas Fox. 

Samuel Rusbeli., 

Lant. Dent. 


Eugenio de Otadin. 

G. Parkvns. 


Charles N. Talbot. 

P. Ammidon, jun. 


T. H. Graham. 

.T. R. Latimer. 


William Pigott. 

“ (For a true Copy:) 

William T. Spawporth. 


“ The Principal Acting Netherlands Consul, 


(Signed) 

M. J. Sekn Van Basel.” 


“ Conceiving that the terms of the verdict, which states thjot the Captain 

Mackenzie was caused by blows inflicted upon him ‘ in an afiray,'; jh?, ^lociiipatc 

the mep accused from any act of wilflil prenredltation, and all the information 1 had col¬ 
lected on the subject tending to satisfy me that they were not the Qr%ii)ators of the 
affray, I did not conceive it necessary to detain them any longer in custody; I there¬ 
fore sent for Merwanjee, and having obtained from him a written promise, signed by 
himself and Framjcc Pestonjee, one of the most respectable Parsec Merchants in Canton, 
that the three men should be produced before the Select Committee on your arrival at 
Canton, I liberated the men from tbeir confinement. 

“ On the morning of the 4th of October the Merchants called on me, and Howqua 
tlelivered to me two chops, one from the Viceroy, and the other from the Narn hoy, re¬ 
lative to this affair. The purport of these edicts was to direct the men who committed 
the deed to be kept in strict confinement, and await the Viceroy’s decision. Thinking 
it probable, from this interference on the part of the Chinese Cloviirnment, that they 
might endeavour to assume a right to take cognizance of the case, 1 consider it the best 
plan that the three men should again be taken into custody, and there remain until your 
arrival. 

“ I therefore sent to Merwanjee, and he instantly brought the three men with him, 
whom I placed in confinement, as before, in my house. 

“ I then, at the request of How(jua, explained, to the best t)i' my knowledge, tlii' 
circumstances which led to the affi’ay, which be took down in writing, and told iric Ih‘ 
should directly send it to the Viceroy. The following is the substance of the informa¬ 
tion I gave: 

“ The following is tlie substance of a Chop sent in by the Merchants, October 4ili, 
1830; 

“ Mr. Bovet ordered a private lock to be put on the back door of the Dutch Hong, 
which U a public door for all inmates of the said Hong. Merwanjee, wisliing to go out. 
asked for the key, which was refused. Merwanjee sent a second time a European trlerk, 
and was again refused. He then ordered three of his servants to break the lock. Mr. 
Bovet then came with a sword, and attacked them. Tlie Paisees took the sword out oi 
his hand. Mr. Bovet ran away, crying out for lielp. Captain Mackenzie, hearing the 
noise, came out to assist, and struck one of the Pursees with his umbrella. The Par.sce.s 
then struck him on the head with wooden clubs, or sticks. At 7 a.m. next morning he 
died of the wounds received. The three men are in confinement at tlic British Paei orv. 
waiting the arrival of the Chief, who will, on his arrival, direct the case to he clearly im i t 
tigated. 


CillKA FAl-lvUi. 


(B.) 

Death oi 
Mr. Mackenzie. 
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“ The Factory having this morning arrived in Canton, I take the earliest oppor¬ 
tunity of laying these circumstances before your Board. The facts, as stated by me to 
the Merchants, contain an outline of the case, which will be more clearly explained to 
you when you are in possession of the evidence taken at the inquest; I must however 
remark, that Mr. Bovet’s previous behaviour had been such, on varipus occasions, as to 
make it the subject of general conversation; and only a few days previous to this fatal 
event, a remonstrance was, to my knowledge, made to the Hong Merchants, stating 
that, unless some means were adopted to prevent his violent and unreasonable conduct, 
apprehensions were entertained that it must eventually lead to some serious affray. 

“ I have the honour to be, • &c. 

“ Canton, (Signed) “ H. H Lindsay.” 

4th October, 18S0.” 


“ To the Commanding OflScer of the H. C. ship Abercrombie Robinson. 

“ Sir: 

“ The bearer of this letter will deliver into your charge three Parsees, whom I 
hereby direct you to keep in safe custody until further orders. 

“ I do not wish that any unnecessary severity should be exercised in confining these 
men beyond what may be required to prevent their escape, against which every precau¬ 
tion must be taken. 

I remain, &c. 

“ Canton, (Signed) “ Wm. Baynes.” 

“ 4th October 1830.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

6th October 1B80. 

The following Letter, enclosing the depositions taken in consequence of the death 
of Captain Mackenzie, was received from Mr. Senn Van Basel, the provincial acting 
Netherlands Consul. 

(Translation.) 

“ To William Baynes, Esq., Chief for all British Affairs in China. 

“ Sir: 

** We have the honour to remit to you an attested copy of all the depositions made 
during the investigation on the death of Captain Mackenzie, and upon which the jury 
gave their verdict, which we had the honour to send to Mr. Lindsay on the 2d instant 
during your absence. 

“ We take this opportunity to tender our thanks for the assistance we have received 
from Mr. Lindsay whilst acting on your behalf, and for his offer to give us every 
assistance in his power during the investigation of this unfortunate af&ir. 

“ We have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) “ M. J. Senn Van Basei., 

" Prov. Netherlands Consul in China.” 

The 
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Tlie following Documents were received from tlie Merchants. 

“ The Merchants, concerning Captain Mackenzie. 

“ A respectful communication concerning the Dutch Captain Ma-kun-che (Mac¬ 
kenzie) having been wounded to deatli. We have at present received an order from the 
Viceroy, commanding us to examine and report, and also to communicate the order to 
you, gentlemen. Accordingly we now take a copy of the Governor’s order, and send 
it to you, hoping that you will examine and act in accordance with it. This is the 
burden we impose on you. We specially make this communication, and with compli¬ 
ments subscribe ourselves. 

(Signed) “ Howgua. 

“ To Messrs. Baynes, &c. “ Mowgoa. 

8 m. 17 d.” (12 Names.) 


CHINA rAPEKS. 


(B.) 

Death of 
Mr. Mackenzre. 


From Governor Le, respecting the death of Captain Mackenzie, 
dated 2d October. 

“ Le, Member of the Military Board, Governor, &c. to the Hong Merchants, 
for their full information : 

“ On the 16th day of the 8th moon of Taou Kwang, Wan-che-hwang, the Foo- 
tseang of Kwang Chow-hie, reported that Fan-ting-yew, the Tseintsung, at the Se- 
kwan guard house belonging to the Left Battalion, had officially stated to him that 
Hwang-teen-gan, a street soldier, had informed him that on the 16th of the present 
month, at the Dutch Foreign h’actory. No. 4, a Dutch Captain Ma-keen-clie (Ma- 
kenzie) had an altercation and angry quarrel with the Parsee Supracargoes Feilun 
(Fearon), Malowmangee (Merwanjee), and others. Feilun and the others headed* 
some foreigners with sharp weapons, with which they stabbed and wounded Mackenzie’s 
head and body, which caused his death. The Supracargoes of the several nations im¬ 
mediately secured the murderers. It is now intended to send them back to their own 
country, to be tried, &c. 

“ Thus the affair was stated to the Tsein-tsung, who stated it to me, who hold the 
mean office of Foo-tseang, and I write the facts, and lay the affair before your Ex¬ 
cellency. 

“ Thus the affair came before me, the Governor, and on examination, I find that 
foreigners in China causing the death of foreigners, have for a long time past always 
been reported by the Hong Merchants to the Heen Magistrate, that he might examine 
the body, and report to all his superiors, that they might manage according to the 
facts. 

“ Now in the foreigner Mackenzie’s case, how the bloody quarrel originated, how 
he was wounded, and his death caused, has not been reported by the said Hong Mer¬ 
chants. An order is hereby issued to them, requiring them immediately to examine 
distinctly into the origin of the quarrel, why the Dutch Captain, Mackenzie had an 
altercation and angry quarrel with the Parsee Supracargoes Feilun, Malowmangee and 

other.*, 


• Or leU forth. 
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< HINA rAl'KIIS. 

-- otliers, so that they wounded and caused his death; also what tlie name and surname ol 

' the murderer* is, aiW send back a true report, that having proof, the affair may be 

Death of , 

Mr. Mackenzie, managed. . ., . , p , 

“ Moreover, as to the murderer m custody, direct the said nation s Chief to keep 

him under a .severe and strict guard, and wait for our management of the affair. 
Oppose not. These are the orders. 

“ Taoukwang, 10th year, 8th month, 16th day.” 


We deem it an act of justice to state, that the criminal charge preferred against 
Mr. Fcaron, who is represented in the foregoing report to have headed tlie assailants in 
the late disastrous affray, is totally groundless. The testimony of every witness examiiuid 
at the Netherlands Consulate acquits Mr. Fearon of all participation in the quarrel; 
and subsequent inquiry leads us to believe that the Chinese .soldier who sent in to his 
superiors the first official narrative, received his information from Mr. Covet. 


'* Pwan, the Nanhae Magistrate, concerning Mackenzie’s death, dated October 4th ; 

received 5th, 1830. 

“ PwAN, Nanhiu; Keen, &c. hereby issues orders to the Hong Merchants, for thcii 
full information. It appears on record that nt the Dutch Foreign Factory, a Dutch 
C'.iptain, Mackenzie, had an altercation and angry quarrel with the Parsce iiupra- 
cargocs I'eilum and Mnlcnomanche. F'eilun and the other ledf forth foreigners, bearing 
sharp weapons, with which they stabbcil and wounded Mackenzie’s head, antf caused 
his death. 

“ Yesterday t was received a notification from the Governor, saying, that in cases of 
foreigners causing the death of foreigners, the practice for a long time has been, that 
the Hong Merchants should report to the Keen that he might examine the body, and 
report to all his superiors, that they might manage according to the facts; but on the 
present occasion the Hong Merchants have not rejiorted how the bloody quarrel arose, 
in which the foreigner Mackenzie was wounded and killed. Let the Heen immeilintely 
comniand (the Merchants) to examine clearly into the subject, and make a general 
report. At the same time, let the Heen examine the body of the foreigner, delineate on 
paper the situation of his wounds, and report to all the superior officers, that they may 
examine into the facts. 

“ At that time I issued orders, to the said Merchants to obey accordingly, but from 
that time to this they have not yet presented a petition requesting an examination of 
the body, which very much indicates a trifling with the subject. 

“ On examination it appears that foreigners, when in this country they commit 
crime.s, it is right that they should implicitly obey the orders of the Government of thi> 

Celestial 


• Or murderers. 

t Tins phrase denotes in the original, acting as a leader or commander to a party. 
) Or, the other day. 
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Celestial Empire, and await for examination and management.^ How can they be 
allowed to indulge in obstinate opposition. 

“ Cn .search being made, it is found that in the 45lh year of Keen Lung (a.d. 1780), 
there was one Lew.she, a French foreign sailor, who being <lrunk, and having quarrelled 
with his companion AheaJa, took a knife and killed Akeala. He fled, and hid himself, 
but was taken. In that case the report was made by the Hong Merchants to the Heen 
to examine the body, interrogate the witnesses, and report to his superiors, for their 
management. 

“ Searching further back, there have been several cases in which foreigners have 
killed foreigners, and heretofore they have all been managed thus. In this case tlu- 
affair is the same in law, and do'tbtless should be managed in the same manner. 

“ I now write the above circumstances, and send a copy of the Edict to the said 
Hong Merchants for their (.bedience, that they immediately make themselves clearly 
acquainted with the recorded cases, and make an accurate inquiry into the causes how 
tlic bloody quarrel arose, in which he was wounded and killed; also where the corpse 
now i.s; whether it be interred or not ? What the name and surname of the murderous 
foreigner* is 'i Whether or not he has been taken ? Let an immediate and true answer 
bo sent to these questions, that I, the Heen Magistrate, may, having proof, examine 
the body, interrogate the parties, and report to superior officers. Oppose not. A 
special Edict. 

“ Appended is a report made to the Emperor in the case of Lew-she killing Akeala. 

“ Taou Kwang, 10th year, 8th month, 18tli day. (Oct. 4th, 1830.)” 


Mackenzie's Case. 

“ A report made by Keolepo, tlie then Governor of Canton, to His Imperial Majesty 
Keen Lung, in 45th year, being a.d. 1780-1, 12th moon, 24th day. 

“ Keolkfa, Member of tlie Military Board, Governor of Canton, &c. issues thi.s 
document to inform the Honourable Nooyucn, the Tetuh, and the Hoppo, concerning 
certain affairs. 

“ On the 24th day of the 12th month of the 43th year of Keen Lung, | united with 
the Honourable tlie Fooyuen Le, in presenting a respectful memorial to His Majesty 
(of which the following is a copy). 

“ A memorial for the purpose of giving, or causing to be heard (by the Emperor) a 
certain business. 

“ We humbly consider that Canton is the general resort of foreign ships, which have 
heretofore all remained at Whampoa, being there anchored. 

A Trench foreigner, Lewshe, and a Portuguese foreigner, Akeala, acting as sailors on 
board of a Hungman f ship, came to Canton. On the Ilth day of the 10th moon of the 

45th 


• Or foreigners. 

t Hungmiiii, “ red bristled," was formerly an apiiellation of llie Dutcli; Utterly it lias been distinctive ol the 
English. 
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45th year of Keen Lungt in the afternoon, ^jTrWenl ^ :££ung Hong in quest of a Portu¬ 
guese supracargoj Melanta, to be employe^ ja consequence of Melanta having 

gone to Macao, one Pingtoo, a Portuguese th!r^ supracargo, detained them for the time 
being in the Hong. That night both of them slept in :the same' PooMi. Akeala said to 
Lcwshe, that when he went to buy things in the shops be was in the habit of stealing, and 
ridiculed his worthlessness. Lewshe also reproached the other wit|i stealing; things, till 
at last they came to' an^ strife, and Akeala took out a knife he cairied about him, and 
scored Lewshe a wound on his right jaw. Lewshe turned round and wished to run, when 
he further received two slashing wounds on his left side behind. Lewshe’s passion being 
excited, he drew his knife to defend himself, and gave two slasliing wounds to Akeala on 
his right side, from which he immediately fell and expired. 

“ The Hong Merchants reported the occurrence to the Nanhae Magistrate, who 
examined clearly the wounds on the dead body, and ordered the French Chief to deliver up 
Lewshe to be interrogated. In his evidence he acknowledged, without denial the preceding 
circumstances, and Lewshe was sentenced to be strangled. This being reported to the 
higher authorities, we again examined and found that in the 25th year of Keen Lung, a 
Dutch sailor, Weilim Peetse, being in China, with a knife slashed to death Kect ebe Na, a 
foreigner. Le, a former Governor, in accordance with foreign laws, forthwith put him to 
deatii on board the ship where he committed the offence, and so concluded the affair, as 
is on record. 

“ On the present occasion, the French sailor, Lewshe, caused the death of the Portuguese 
foreigner Akeala. The circumstances and the crimes were the same, and it is therefore 
right to act in imitation of the precedent. We, therefore, on the 19th day of the 11th 
moon, deputed the Footseung of the Middle Battalion, Yung-gan, and the Tsantseang 
Metoze jin, together with the Le teen pei, the Che-foo of Kwang Chow, and Seu-yu>fan, 
the Nan-hae-Hecn, to summon altogether the respective foreigners (or heads of companies), 
to take the murderous foreigner, Lewshe, to the front of the Efung Hong, the place where 
he had committed the offence, and in the sight,of all equally, according to law, using a cord, 
squeeze him to death, in order to illustrate the laws of the nation. 

“ Ihe acting Judge, Chinshing-tsoo, prepared in order the confessions, and reported them 
to us. Besides informing the Supreme Board of these confessions, we now unite the circum¬ 
stances and reasons of our proceedings, and report them to the throne, prostrate, begging 
that the Emperor over ail will, with his intuitive wisdom, direct the Board to examine and 
conform and concede, that it may be done. Reverently reported, &c. 

« Noy on the 21st of the Sd moon of the 46th year of Keen Lung, being on ftie road at 
Yaedtow, tiie Vermilion reply has been received, saying, 

“ ‘ Let the appropriate Board know iu Respect this.' ’’ 

“ Uniting these circumstances, we forthwith by letter inform the appropriate Sze, 
that he may meet with the Pooching Sze, and transmit the order to be reverently obeyed, 
examined, and acted on without opposition. 

“ One letter to be sent to the* Nooyuen, another to the Tetub, and a third to the 
Hoppo, who are all styled Honourable. 

“ Keen Lung, 22d day, Sd moon, 46th year.” 
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Hoo, the Pwanyu Magistrate, cuncerliiiig Captain Mackeneie’f i|Fatl>, October 4th; 

received .October 6th 1830. 

Moo, the Pw'aiiyu Heen, issues this for'the purpose of transferring the commands of 
a superior, that obctlience may be paid thereto. 

On tl)e 18th day of the 8th moon of tlie lOlli year, of Tapultwaijg, I r^eived.froni 
the Fooyuen a document, and opening it found it as follows; 


china I'APEKS. 


(B.) 

Death of 
Mr. Mackenzie. 


“ On the 16th day of the 8th moOn of tl>e tOth year of Taoukwang. Wanchehwah, the 
Sltow-foo-tseang of Kwang-chpiv-ching, iitated that Fan-tihg-yew, the Tseen-tsung at 
the Se-kwnn guprdhouse, bdorfging to the Left Battalion, had reported to lum that 
Kwang-teen-gan, a street soldier, .had informed him, that on the Idth of the present 
tnonth, at the Dutch Foreign Factory No. 4, a Dutch Captain, Me>keen>clie (Mackenzie), 
iiad an altercation and angry quarrel with the Parsec Supracargoes Fuilum, Malpwniangee, 
and otliers. Feilum and the others be;aded,* some foreigners with sharp wenimns, with 
wliicli they stabbed and wounded Mackenzie's head and body, which caused his death. 
The Supracargoes of the several nations immediately secured tire murderers.-j- It is now 
intended to send them back to their own country to be tried, &c. 

“ Thils the aiFair came before me, the Fooyuen, and accordingly I, besides passing it to 
tlic Gawcha/.e, that he might transfer niy orders and enjoin obedience thereto, unite the 
above circumstances, and send this prepared document to the lleen magistrate, tliat he 
may furlliwilli, in obedience hereto, nfake haste, and in company with the Nan hue Ilcen, 
take the Linguist and the oflicial Examiner of dead bodies, belonging to tlic Criminal 
Office, and go and take Mackenzie’s body, and immediately examine it, delineate on pnjier 
Uie situation of his wounds, and report to all the superior officers. At the same time, let 
them examine clearly how the foreigners Fcilun and others coramencetl the bloody quunel 
and angry strife, and led forth the foreigners, who with sharp weapons .stabbed and 
wounded Mackenzie so that he died; and also what are the names of the murderous 
foreigners; and let them the same day write out the evidence, and examine according to 
cases that hove formerly taken place ; consult together, and report to al! the superior 

officers, tliat they may manage according to the facl-s, &c. 

# 

“ I, the Pwon yu Hein, Jiavuig receivetl this, besides sending it to the Nati hac 
Keen, that he may accompany me to examine the body, also unite tlte abtne cirenrn 
stances, and forthwith issue an order for your information. When tlie order reaches 
you, the Hong Merchants Woo^show,:); Chang and tlie others, make yourselves fully 
acquainted with the subject, and immediately coauuunicute the order to the Linguists, 
that they may go to the Dutch Foreign Factory and order the liody to be delivered up ; 
and then wok til! I, in company with the Naii hae Ilecn, arrive persoiuilly to examine it. 
Do you the said Mercluvuts also examine clearly what arc the names of the murderous 
foreigners,$ and the causes whence the bloody quarrel originated, and report back 
again. Oppose not. A special Edict. 

“Taoukwang, 10 th year, 8th moon, 18th day. (October 4th, 1830).” 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

6th October 1830. 

We write the following letter to Mr. Van iBasel, acknowledging the receipt of hi* 
address recorded under the .date 5th instant; 

“ To M. J. Sean Van Basel* Esq., Provisional Netherl^ds Consul in ChiiM. 

“ Sir : ■. 

“ We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter enclosing a copy 
of the depositions taken during the investigation held at the Netherlands Consulate, 
upon the death of Captainr F. Mackenzie, Conuaander of the Dutch ship Vrow 
Helena. • i : . 

** We shall take into consideration the drenmstances attending this melancholy 
aflhir without delay. 

. “ We have honour to be, &c.” 

“ Canton, 6th October 1^30.” Signed by the Select Committee. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Tth October 1890. 

The Committee assembled to take into consideration what measures it might be 
proper to adopt in consequence of the unfortunate death of Captain Mackenzie, three 
British subjects being implicated in the aiFnir. 

The Committee, after haying perused with attention the depositions taken before M. 
.Sen Vann Basel, were unanimously of opinion that any further examination of witnesses 
by tliem would be unnecessary and impolitic. In the present case, the verdict of an 
English jury would probably be that of manslaughter; but were it even a case of 
murder, we have no authority to institute judiciid proceedings; and no difference of 
opinion can exist as to the extreme impolicy of allowing the Chinese Government to 
interfere where their own countrymen are not concerned. • 

Although, judging from the documents previously recorded, it would seem tliat 
the Chinese Government does in principle, take (x^nizance of the acts of forei^ers 
iuiiong them.selves; yet the indifference evinced by the Hong Merchants, and the 
documents being addressed genera^y to the foreign nations’ Chiefs, would incline to 
the belief, that in praedee it cares little to interfere. Unfortunately, however, any 
disturbance in wiiich foreigners are engaged is almost sure to afford a rich harvest to 
many of the officers of this corriSpt government, who in consequence are ever on the 
watch to take advantage of any opportunity to exact from the Hong Merchants. 
Casual interruptions to thB>^trade injure not or involve the authorities of Canton ; and 
it is only when the stoppage of commercial transactions is lengthened to a period 
which interferes with the collection of the imperial duties that they are alarmed for the 
consequences. It shqpld be the great object of the Company’s representatives in tliis 
country to impress upon diem the idea, that interruptions and annoyances when once 
commenced are not so easily or quickly arranged, and above all, to inculcate the 

maxim, 
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maxim, that" though the trade may have kaadvaota)^, theao'wUltliever be phrchoeed, 
by Englishmen at least, at the price^ of motional disgrace. = Snbmisrion to insult has 
shown the Chinese how valuable is the trade, and they have acted accordipg^, in-too 
many instances, in interrupting and annoying it; and hence p'nhaps has ori^riated the 
erroneous supposition, that to them the trade is a matter of indifference. ' The Com¬ 
mittee are prepared to act with decision, but are nnwillferg* to bo dragged^intO the 
business, .and consider ,it their duty to keep as much in the bade ground as possible 
until compelled to take a part; bat in'i^rd to the>%bnee‘Parsees, the best cofirse 
appears to be to send them by the flraf Opportunity to Soitabiiy. After they are out 
of the country, the Viceroy must- See ' tHe ^fllcnlt situation in wUch he places himself 
in prolonging a question and taking np a position from which he must recede, should 
he demand the Surrender of the culprviif.^ »A« copies of the'above documents haveVbeen 
received by Mr. Sen Van Basel, and as he has in the first instance instituted the 
investigation, we shall leave‘to • him die task of replying to the inquiries of the 
Government. It is proper to observe, that Mr. Sen Van Basel, ki the interviews 
lie has had with the President on the subject, has testified his concurrence in the 
measures proposed to be adopted by the Committee in sending the Parsees to Bombay, 
and that no wish has been expressed by him of having them delivered over to the 
Chinese laws. < < ^ 

It is resolved, therefore, to send the three Parsees to Bombay by the ship Edmon- 
stone, now on the eve of departure, together with the depositions taken liefore the 
Netherlands Consul, for the full information of the Honourable the Governor in 
Council. Copies of the depositions we shall transmit to England, numbers in the 
packets of the Honourable Company’s ships Thomas Coutts and’ Duchess of Athol. 
In searciiing the records for precedents, the Committee perceive, in the Consultations 
of the 14th December 1780, that precisely the same view was taken by the Select 
Committee of that period as to the dangerous precedent of allowing the Chinese 
Government to interfere in cases of homicide where their own subjects are not con¬ 
cerned. As the case appears somewhat’ similar, thC extract is now rCcurded. 


(B.) 

Death nf 
Mr. Mackhhzie. 


Extract from the Diaty of Consuhations, &c. for the year 1780. 

The following is the case referred to by the Governor of Canton in his Edict relating 
to Captain Mackenzie’s death: 

“ Some time ago a French seaman'belonglng to the Suco^s galley count^’ ship killed 
a Portuguese sailor belonging to the Stormont, in one of the merchant’s houses. The 
man took refuge at the French Consul’s, where he remained for many days, but at last 
was given up to the Chinese, and was this morning publicly strangled by order of the 
Fooyuen. This is the first instance of one European being executed fbr the nnirder of 
another, and appears to be a very dangerous precedent, as it may involve Euffopeans in 
inextricable difficulties, if even by accident one man should kill another. The man exe¬ 
cuted to-day could have no trial of common justice. The affair happened between him 
and the deceased in Seiinqua’s Hong at night, nobody knowing,of thh quarrel till the 
Stormont’s man was killed; and Wo do not understand that the Chinese Government 
took any means in their courts to find out the truth. Foreigners are not here allowed 

3 N 2 tlie 
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the benefit of Cliinase laws, though in this instance one of them suffers by the rigour of 
them, nor have they any privileges in common with the native.s. They sue goveriitil 
merely by -such rules as the Madarius for the time being declare to be their will; and 
the reason why so few inconveniences happen fninj irregularities is, that the ofiicers of 
goveniment on such occasions rather choose to exact ntoney from the Security Mer- 
cinint.s, Corapradores, &c. than use rigorous methods, by which tUey gain nothing: their 
corruption therefore in part is the foreigner’s security.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

October 10,1830. 

By the Edmonstuiic, bound for Bombay, we direct our Secretary to write the follow¬ 
ing letter to Mr. Secretary Newnhain : 

“ To William Newuluitu, Estj., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

“ Sir : 

Par.!. I AM directed by the I'rc.sidenl and Select Committee to make kninsn to 
you, for the information of the Hononrahle the Governor in ('onncil, the following cir¬ 
cumstances which have lately occurred in Canton. 

“ 2 . On the evening of the tlOth S('|)tember an alli-ay took ])lacc in what is calleil the 
Dutch Hong in Canton, in which u Cki|)tain Mackenzie, coininander t)f the Dutch .ship 
Vrow Helena, lost his life in consetjiienc.e of woninls inflictei.1 by three Par.sec-.s, by name, 
N'owrojee. Frnmjeo and .Tmnsetjee, servants of Merw.nijee Uoriiiujee, a Pur.see Merchiinl, 
resitling in Ciuitun. 

“■ 3. 'I’liis allVay appetirs to have originated in a misunderstunding, in conseipience of 
a Mr. Bovel, .a Swi.ss, by |>rofe.ssiuu a watchiiuiker, wlio resides in the same Hong with 
Merwanjee Hormajte, arrogating to him.self the right of kee[)ing possession of a key, ami 
by that mcauH closing a public way leading into the street. It appetirs that .\!erw:injei' 
1 lormajee .sent several times to demand this key, which demand not being complied w ith. 
he directed his .servants to break the lock, which they did. Mr. Bovel hearing what 
was going on, ran out with a sword, which he attempted to draw on the three Ptirsee 
servants above nientioiied, and on tlur sword being wresteil from him, ran iiw.ay, crying 
“ -Murder,” wdiich Captain Mackenzie, win* resides in apartments in the siime Hong, 
hearing, came out to his (Bovet’s) assistance, and .struck w'itb tm umbrella the. I’ar- 
sees, who then fell upon him, and with the sticks with which they had linxaal the locks 
inflicted the wounds, of which he died on the following day. 

‘‘ E The first official intimation tin* Select Committee received of this uiifortiniatc 
oectirrence wtis’a letter I'roin Mr Stmn Van Basil, the Provisional Netherlands Consul, 
inclosing a certified eo{)y of the ilepositioiis taken in the investigation he had instituted 
into the eircumslances of the tleath of Captain Mackenzie. 

“ 5. On the receipt of the.se documents the Committee lo.st no time in tis.scinbling to 
take into consideration the measiires it might be proper to adopt in consequence of three 
British subjects being implicated in the afritir. • 

“ (5. The Honourable the Governor in Council is no doubt aw are of the peculiar 

situation 
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situation in which tiie representatives of the Honourable Coinpajiy and the English 
nation are jdaced in this country, without the authority to act judicially, or even per¬ 
haps strictly speaking to administer an oath, which could be received as evidence in an m,. 
English court of justice; the uncertainty that exists wliether any or what notice would be 
taken by the Chinese Government of the acts of foreigners where death occurred, added 
to the difficulties of the situation in which the Representatives of the Company found 
themselves placed. For, should the Chinese authorities have dematided the surrender 
of the Parsees, for the purpose of being tried by the sanguinary law of this empire, the 
President ttiul Select Committee clearly fterceived the impossibility of a compliance; 
anti after giving the subject inaturo deliberation, no other course appeared open to them 
but that of removing the Pursees from Canton as soon as possible, and .sending them by 
the first opportunity to Bombay, with all the evidence transmitted to the Select Cxun- 
mittee by Mr. Senn Van Basil. 

“ 7. In cou-sequence, the three Parsees, Nowrojee, Framjee, ami Jamsetjtie, have 
Iteeii sent on board the country ship Kdmonstone, with orders to the Commander to 
carry them to Bombay, and to detain them on board until he has received instructions 
from the Honourable the Governor in Ckjiincil on the subject. 

“ S. 'I’lie President and Select Committee do not consider themselves competent to 
give an opinion as to tin; nature of the crime which by the laws of .Fngland would attach 
lo the Parsees in question, but consider it their duty to observe that the conduct of Mr. 

Bovet, in taking po.ssession of a key, to which he, had no right, and in attacking the 
Parsees with a sword (which facts are undisputed), has excited in this community a strong 
feeling of indignation against him, which is perhaps heightened by his well-known <]uar 
rclsomc disposition, and from his having been the indirect cause ol'the death of an inno¬ 
cent man in the person of ( aptain Mackenzie. 

“ !), I hav(' the honotn- to enclose a copy of the letter received from Mr. Sunn \'an 
Ra^il, together with the depositions referred to, ami remain, 

“ Kir, &c. ike. 

(.Signed) “ Geokok Best Rohinson, 

“ Canton, I llh October IB.'lb.” “ Acting .Secretary.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dateil 13th October 1830. 

In pursnc.uce of the resolution adopted in the Consult.'ition, October the 7th, we direct 
our .Secretiiry to write the following Letter to Captain Hadley, ordering him to receive 
the three Parsees on board bis ship : 

“ 'I'o Captain Hadley, Commander of the ('ountry Ship Edmonstonc. 

“ .Sir: 

“• I AM directed by the President and Select Committee to request that 3 'ou will lake 
charge of the three Parsees; mimed Nowrojee, Framjee and .Tamsetjee, prisoners on 
board the Honourable Company’s ship Abercrombie Robin.son, and convey them to 
Bombay, w here 3 011 will be jjhaiscd to await the in.structions of the Honourable the 

Clovernor 
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Governor in Council for their future disposal. I am also directed to desire that the 
accompanying Despatches may be delivered to the Secretary to Government on your 
arrival at Bombay. 

“ I am, &c. &c. 

(Signed) “ Geokge Best Robinson, 

“ Canton, 12th October 1830.” “ Secretary.” 


Our Secretary is likewise directed to write the following Letter to the commanding 
officer on board the Honourable Company’s ship Abercrombie Robinson : 


“ To the Commanding Officer on board the Honourable Company’s Ship 

Abercrombie Robin-son. 


“ Sir: 

“ I A.M directed by the President and Select Committee to direct that the three Piir- 
see.s, named Nowrojee, Framjee and Jamsoljee, pri.soners on board the Aliercrombii' 
Robinson, be delivered to Captain Hadley, Commander of the country sliip Edmonslonc. 

“ 1 am, &c. &c. 

(Signed) “ Geouok Best Robinson, 

“ Canton, 12th October 1830.” “ Secretary.” 


'I'o the Merchants, by Pwan the Nan-hae-Heen, on ilie case of Captain Mackenzie’.s 
deatli; d.ited 11th October, received 12th, 1830. 

“ I’wAN, promoted by Imperial (^rder, hereby issues an Order to the Hong Mer¬ 
chants for their full information. 

“ It is substantiated that these Merchants have ytresented a yretition, in which they 
■say. 

“ \\'e have humbly and re.sf)ectfully received your Benevolence's official Order, 
on opening wliich vve find it stated—[Here follows a Copy of No. 2, before traiis- 
lateil.] 

“ On receiving this we, the Hong Merchants, in obedience thereto, immediately 
instituted an in<|uiry into the sever.al topics. It is authenticated that the Dutch Flag- 
keejiing Chief, Fan-pa-.shin, said verbally, on the 1.5th of the 8th moon, having heard 
that Cajitain Mackenzie had been wounded, and died, we immediately assembled outside 
nation’s Foreign Merchants. Twelve persons, all having sw'orn that they would inves¬ 
tigate according to the truth, examined the body, and found that the wounds had 
been inflicted on tlu' forehead and other ydaces with wooden bludgeons, anti that he 
h.'ul died in consetjueuce of the wounds. They strictly impiired who inflicted the 
wounds, and found that they were not natives of this country, but Indian white head 
(Farsee) Ibreigners, J’’a-hin-che, Now-locbe, Ynn.s-aychc, three person.s, who, with a 
woode.n bludgeon, thrashed and wouiuled Mekeenehe, and c.ansetl his tleath. The 
threu! murderers, foreigners, have been apprehended. These murderers, foreigners, 
Fa-lan-ehe, Now-locbe and Yaiis-ayche, W'ere deliveretl over to the F.ngli.sh t.'ompany’s 
Cfliief, to be kept under strict custody till they arc sent to their country, to be justly 
tried according to foreign laws. As to Makeciiclufs body, it was by the foreigners 

coffined 
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coffined on the 15th of the month, and sent to Whampoa in a foreign boat, where it 
was interred. It is earnestly entreated that opening the coffin and examining the Imdy 
may he dispensed with, and the foreigners will be very grateful. Thus the affair came 
before us, the Ilong Merchants; and we immediately went to the English Foreign 
Factory to inquire, and found that the said murderers, foreigners, Fa-lou-che, &c. 
tliree in number, had been .sent down by the English Company’s Chief to Whampoa, 
on board a foreign ship, where they were kept in close custody. Uniting these circum¬ 
stances, we report distinctly, in reply to the order we received to examine into the 
facts, &c. I, the Nan-hae-Heea, find that in cases of homicide it is absolutely necessary 
to examine clearly the wounds on the body, and to investigate clearly how the bloody 
quarrel arose; also who struck first, and who afterwards, who was the principal miir- 
ilerer, and who accessary; then a discrimination may be made, and the crime decided 
on. It is never the case that the wounds on the body should remain unexamined, nor 
who commenced the bloody quarrel should remain uninquired into, nor who was the 
f)erson that inflicted such a wound. Thus the business may be managed. Further, it 
is 1‘ound that a long time past, repcatctlly, when foreigners caused the death of foreigners, 
the Hong Merchants reported to the Heen Magistrate to examine the bcxly, interrogate 
the parties, report to the superiors, and manage. In this case the affair is the same, 
and ought to be managed in the same manner. 

“ How the Dutch Flag-keeping Chiefi Ilan-pa-Shin, has not inquired clearly into 
the causes of the bloody quarrel, nor stated who inflicted the Ijlow' in such a place, 
nor who struck pre.vioiisly, and who afterwards, nor pointed out all the circumstances 
minutelj', hut abruptly requests tliat an examination of the body may be dispensed with 
This is very wrong. 

“ And the murderers being natives of a dependency ol' England, the said nation’s 
Company’s Chief, in refusing to speak on the subject, has acted still more impro- 
perly. 

“ Writing these things, I hereby issue an order to the Hong Merchants to transmit 
immediately my orders U) the English Compan 3 '’s Chief and the Dutch Flag-keeping 
Chief, to inquire instantly into the causes of the bloody quarrel, what persons used 
what thing, and inflicted a wound in what place; also, who previously and who after¬ 
wards struck the blows. Let these circumstances be stated in reply, and according to 
the laws of the nation, to who it is that determines the crime on this kind of murderous 
foreigners; that having proof, I may repair in person to examine the body, discriminate 
and manage, .according to the facts. Do not indulge in confused reservations, for doing 
so will involve you in serious guilt. Hasten ! Hasten ! A special Edict. 

“ 'I’aoukwang, l()th year, 8th moon, 25th day.” 
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1 ]{.) 'EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Mr. .Miukcn/.it*. The 13th October 1830. 

Wii huve this day received from the Mercliaitts, the following Edict from the 
Qiuingchow Foo, relative to Captain Mackenzie’s case, 

“ Governor Le, by the Kwanchow Foo, requiring the body of Captain Mackenzie 
to be delivered up to the Chinese by the Dutch, and the three murderers by the 
Engli.sh. Dated October 12th, 1830, received 13th. 

“ IIoo, the Kwanchow Foo, to the Hong Merchants. 

“ On the 2.'jth of the 8th moon, of the 10th year of Taoukw'ang, respectfully was 
received an official document from L<‘, Govt rnor of CaiiUJii, &c. It is proved by 
papers on record, tliat the Kwanchow Lee reported concerning a Dutch foreigner, 
Mekeenehee.—[Here follows a copy of the .soldier’s rc|)oi'l befl>re trairslated. Next the 
orders the Clovernor gave to the Hong Merchants, already translated.J 

“ On examinatitm it is found that for a long time past flu'eigner.s l)eing in thi.s 
eonntry and causing the death of foreigners, in every case the local officers have inter- 
rogateil the partie.s, examined the body, and reporleil to their superiors. The nninlerers, 
though in this country, were punished according to foreign laws. 

“ In the prc.sent ease the Dutch foreigner was killed by an Indiati foreigner. India 
is under the Government of tin; English; it is therellu'e right to order the .sai«l nation’s 
Company’s Cdiief to take the murderers, foreigners, and thdiver them up I'or trial and 
iudgmenl. 

That which the Kwanchow Lee staled in his report, that all the Chiefs wished tt> 
send the party back to their own country to be prosi;cuted, iseonirarvlo ohl regulations, 
;md decidi.-diy cannot be allowed. 

“ Heside directing tin; Nnn-hae-lleen to command forthwith the llong Merchants to 
c(tnnnunicat(! it authoritatively and distinctly to the English Chief, that he must 
examine and conform to the old cast's in law, and hasten to take the murderers, and 
investigate clearly who was head, and who followers, and on the same day deliver them 
up and wait for t)ur management according to the rtipeatt'dly recorded jtrecedenis. 

“ 'fbe (;elesti!d Empire’s laws and regulations decitledly will m)t endure the least 
opposition. When the murderers, foreigners, are deliveretl np, let the .said ITeen 
immediately report for inve.stigation. 

“ Uniting these things, an order i.s hereby issiual to the .saiil I'oo, to take under 
his direction the said Hecn, and manage safely and swiftly, and without opposition, 
tkc.” 

“ On the same day was further received from Le, the Governor of Canton, a docu¬ 
ment as follows ; 

[Merc the soldier’s first report, aiul the order to examine the body are 
repeated.] 

“ Rut np to this day no examination or report has taken place. It is found that 
heretofore f(»rcigncrs in this country causing the death of foreigners, it has always 

been 
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been the case that the remains were examined by the local officers,, Now, in the present 
case, the aflair should he managed according to old precedents. It is impossible to 
allow foreigners to indulge in procrastination. 

“ Let the Nan-hae-Hecn immediately communicate orders to the Hong Merchants 
and Linguists to ascertain where the coffined body is, and order the Dutch foreigner to 
deliver up the body to be ready for examination. Let the said Heen make haste, and 
report hack that having proof a Weiynen m.ay be tleputed and join the others, and go to 
examine the wounds on the body, and report generally to superior officers, that they 
may manage according to the facts. The case compromises the laws of the (’elestial 
Empire, and it must not he [tresumed to disobey. How can it he permitted to the said 
foreigners to act .‘is they please, and when an inquest should be taken, not take an 
inquest. The said Heen must not again delay; he will thereby incur guilt. 

“ An order is also hereby .sent to the said Foo, to take the lead of the .said Heen, 
and immeiliately examine clearly, and give orders to deliver up the coffined body, anti 
to wait till a Weiynen be deputed to join the party and examine the remains. No delay 
is allowed. Hasten ! hasten ! 

“ 'J’his coming to me Kw'angchow Foo Tse [he here reiterates the orders of the pre¬ 
ceding without any additional remark, except a threat that disobedience will involve the 
parties in great guilt].” 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated I8th October 18^0. 

“ 'Fo his Excellency the Viceroy of Canton. 

“ We have received from the Merchants your Excellency’s Letter, demanding the 
surrender of three Parsecs, Rrili.sh subjects, who were implicated in the late affrav in 
the Dutch Ilong, in which Captain Mackenzie lost his life. 

“ We 1 lave to inform your Excellency that the three men in question hai’e been sent 
to Rombay to be tried by the laws of Englanil; and if, on examination, it shall appear 
that they were not the aggressors, tluit they were first attacked by a person with an 
offensive weapon, a sword, it will operate very strongly in their favour, and their 
punishment will not be so severe as it otherwise woidd have been. The Dutch Chief, 
under whi'se protection the deceased was, has sent us the depositions taken in evidenci* 
before him, which we have transmitted with the Par.sees to Rombu}'. Ry this evidence 
it appears that a person residing in the Dutch Hong, took ])o.s,session of a kev, and 
stopped up a public way; that on these Parsecs attempting to break the lock, they were 
attacked by a person with a sword, who then ran away ; Cajitain Mackenzie bearing the 
disturbance, came up at the moment, and with an umbrella struck the men, who there¬ 
upon, it being dark, returned the blows of which he died. The Dutch Chi^f has not 
coiiqdaineil ol our having sent the men away; there is no one who petitions; of what 
u.se is it therefore to lengthen disciKSsions without an object, for the men are gone; why 
disturb the remains and repose ol the dead, which arc held so sacred in all civilized coun- 

B D tries ; 
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tries; the surgeons Ii«ve examined and disfigured the body; how then can the wounds l)e 
discovered f We pray your Excellency to give orders that the body be not again dis¬ 
turbed, a ceremony so revolting to all foreigners. 

« We have thus given your Excellency a statement of the affair, which is in accord¬ 
ance with evidence we have received, and hope your Excellency will there let the 
iitaller rest. If the men, by the law.s of England, are found guilty, they tvill most 
a suredly be punished.” 

Signed by the President. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

20th October 1830. 

'J'liF, Committee having assembled to meet the Hong Merchants, Howejua proceeded 
to speak to the following purpose, having, in the first place, particularly requested that 
.'dl he said should betaken down in writing: 

“ Yesterday all the Hong Merchaut.s wailed on the Viceroy, who told us that the' 
( ommittce had sent in u choj) the previous day, stating that tin three Parsecs demanded 
by Government were gone awat', and caniK)t therefore be delivered up for trial. 

‘‘ The ^'^iceroy says, that this proceeding is in ojjposition to the Chinese laws, anil 
cannot be sulfered. The di niand for the three guilty men is not founded upon any new 
law. A similar demand was made bj' the Clovcrnmcnt in the -Isitli year of Keen Lung 
(1780). It is the ancient law, no new rcguhition of the jn-esent \'iceroy. If the nu'ii 
were not now demanded, hereafter there would be no restraining law, 'J'he strongest 
foreigner would ih struv the weaker. 

“ Tlie N'iceroy is desirous to show reason. W'^hen a man is murdereti in another 
province, Keangsye for example, the Governor of ('anton cannot settle the business, 
.luslice must be administered where the crime is committed. 'I'be \'ieerov is desirous to 
do strict justice, he lias no wi.sli to iulroduec a new law to oppress foreigners: 
Macken/ie’s case iiiiist be referred to the Emjteror. 'I'lie \’iceroy must have ibe three 
Parsees; it is not a mere formal demand. 

“ When the three men .shtdl be brought up, the Committee may keep them in custody 
in the t'ompany’s Factory. The investigation may be held according to English forms. 

“ The \'icen>y docs not reipiirc the accused to he taken into the city; deputed 
Mandarins will assemble in the I’aclory, and with the Committee hold a court for the 
trial. Manilarins must he present, hut the men to he examined according to English 
usage. When the trial is finislicd, if the men are acquitted of the crime of murder, 
the t 'oimnittee must show'reason to the Viceroy why not guilty. If condemned by 
Englisli laws, the men sliall be executed on your ow'ti premises in presence of the 
Maiularius. 

'I'lie Merchants are ordered by the V^iceroy to explain the whole case clearly to 
Committee. 

“ If the men are really gone, n ship must he immediately despatched to bring them 
back, and the Viceroy to be informed in what time thev will be produced. The An- 

c:ha- 
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Clia-S/c lias ordered the Hong Mcrchunts to bring tlie Coiuniiltee’s answer lo day. 
whether the men are gone or not.” 

Ilowajiia then delivered the Viceroy’s reply to our address ol the Kith instant, vvhicli Mi 
was as Jollows: 

“ From Governor Lc, demanding the delivery of the three Parsees; dated October 

l!)lh, received 20ih, 1830. 

“ Lt'., Member of the Military Board, S:c., hereby issues orders to the ITong Mer¬ 
chants, with which they must make themselves fully aeciuainted. 

“ It is autheiiiicaled that the English Chief Baynes and others have presented a 
Siatoment, saying—[Here follows a Copy of the Committee's I.etter ol October Kith, 

1830.) 

“ On this coming before me, the Governor, I have examined the proceedings in this 
case, and lind that I have repeatedly ordered the Merchants to enjoin my orders on the 
English Company’s*^ Chief lo deliver up the murderous foreigner (or foreigners) lo be 
tried and punished. 

“ As U> the wounds on Mackenzie’s corpse, the Nfin hae Hecn was ordered to go and 
examine them, us is on record. 

“ Now said Chief and others have by no means made haste to deliver up the mur¬ 
derers, but turn round and sa^’ that the three men have been sent in custody to Bombay, 
where they will be tried according to English law, &c, 

“ 'Phis scheming craftily to shove off the business from themselves, not knowing that 
in China foreigners killing foreigner.s, must take the murderer, and in China put him 
to ileath according lo the foreign mode. 

“ 'Phe case is establisheil by former precedents. 

“ Now the murderer who causetl Mackenzie’s death should be punished agreeably lo 
old regulations. How suffer the said Chief and others to indulge themselves in oppo¬ 
sition y 

“ With speed, therefore, is issued to the .said merchants an order to enjoin persjii- 
cuously my orders on the English Company’s Chief, that he must take the foreigners 
who on that day fought, and instantly deliver them up, that a clear investigation may 
be made who the murderer was, and the character of his crime determined. Then let 
a report be made lo me, the Gtivernor, that I may .send an officer to see that in China, 
according to law, how the affair has been managed. The laws and regulations of the 
Celestial I'.mpire are luminously handed down from former times. No second opposition 
and procrastination will be allowed. You will thereby involve yourselves in guilt and 
the crime of pcrversene.s.s. Intensely, intensely, are these orders given. 

“ Taou Kwang, lOlh year, 9th month, 3d day. (19th Octolusr 1830.)” 


Extraci 


• 'I'lio (niiihliitor oIkltvvs a chamje of piirasc of lute ; rovmcrly, it was the English ti«tio»i'.' thief, now it is Fae 
tory or (.'onijmny’s chief. 


( H) 

Death <>( 

. Maekoiii'K 
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Death ol 21st October 1830, 

Mr. Mackenzie. 

Tiiii Ibllowing short Address to tile Viceroy, in reply to his Edict received yesterduy 
respecting the Parsec.s, was delivered to the Merchants, who then withdrew. 

“ To His Excellency the Viceroy of Canton. 

“ We have received your Excellency’s letter re.specting theilelivcry of the three Par¬ 
secs to be tried by the Chine.se authorities, and have now only 1 o inform your Excel¬ 
lency that our last letter contained all the information we can affiird on the suhjcxt.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

22d October 1830. 

The following Chop fnim the Nan hae Hccii respecting the case of Captain Mac¬ 
kenzie has this day been delivered to us. 

“ Erom the Nan hae Heen requiring the Parsecs who vv<.'rc the niurd(;rers of CapUiin 
Mackenzie to he delivered uji, dated October 21st, 1830. 

“ I’wAN, the Nan hae Heen, issues an order to the Linguists, with which they are to 
make thcm.selves fully acquainted. There is at present an ail'air of Indian foi'eigticrs 
having given wounds to a Dutch captain, Me Keenthe (Mackenzie), of which he died. 
The Cioveriior peremptorily reipiinss them to deliver up the murderer, and however he 
i.i to he punished, acciu'ding to their foreign method shall he punished, ^\’e will send 
officers to see anil look on. 'J'his has heen the wai’of managing heretoliu-o, anil there 
are cases transpired which may he examined. For the tkdestial Einiiire’s fixed regida- 
tions are, that if a man of any one place go to any other place, and there break the laws, 
he shall always at the place where he broke the laws he tried. If for instance, a Can 
ton tnan goes to Kwang Sc, and in a quarrel takes a man’s life, he must l>e tried at 
Kwang Sc, and certainly not he .sent in custody to C'anlon. 'rhoiigh they, the foreigner.s, 
caused the diaith of it foreigner, yet the crime was committed in onr country; therefore 
it is required in this country to manage it. Recause they are foreigner.s, therefore they 
shall, according to their foreign method, he punislied. In their fi>reign inethoil, when 
the murilered man strikes the first blow, how is the murderer to he jnmished ':' When 
three men jointly strike one man, who is to he considered as the murderer ? And who 
appears to he the murderer (in this ease) after examination ? You must ask the ques¬ 
tions one by one. till you clearly iindei'stand them. W'lieii the murderers are delivered 
u]), we also will not go to examine and inquire, am! investigate fully as to wlio ought to 
die, and what is to he done with them; who ought to he let live, and what is to he tloiic 
with them ; they shall all he punished according to the foreign method, and we will only 
semi officers to look on and see, and that will do. Do you take the words of my orde rs, 
and inform the Chief for his knowledge, and come again and state tome, that I mav 
transmit a favourable staleii'enl to the governor. There must on no account again he 
any perverse di.soheilience, which would hurt his dignity ; and then it would not look 
w'ell. These are the orders. 

“• Taou Kwang, l'>th year, i)lh month, 5th day. (Detoher 21st. 1830.)” 

ExTitAi r 



SELECT COMMITTEE op toe HOUSE OF COMMONS. ^67 



Directors, <lated 23d October 1830. 


Par. 4 : Ui’oN tlie arrival of tbe Factory in Canton, the particular circiims-tances of 
the death of Captain Mackenzie, Commander of the Dutch ship Vrow Helena, caused 
by three Parsee Morchanls, in an afl'ray, were communicated lo us by Mr. Lindsay, 
'who had preceded the Factory to Canton, as well as by Mr. Sen Van Ihisil, Consul of 
his Majesty the King of the Netherlands. 'J'lie following is a brief outline of this unfor¬ 
tunate alfair : 

.'j. Mr. Povet, n citizen of Oeneva, resident for .several years in Canton, .shut up a 
ihoroughfare in the Hong, 'which he inhabited, f«)r the annoyance and inconvenience of 
other foreigners living in the same Hong. I'pon this a Fars<H; Merchant, named Mer- 
waiijee, having made repeated applications to Mr. Povet, in vain, to remove this ob- 
stniction to the free passage through the Hong, tlispatched three Parsec servants \vitli 
orders to break the lock which had been aflixcal to the iloor; Mr. Povet ]X'rci'iving their 
intentions, came out and attacked the jaiity with a sword; the Parsecs, however, suc¬ 
ceeded in disarming Mr. Povet, who then took to flight. ( aplain Mackenzie hearing a 
disturbance in the Ib^ng, in whieh he lodged, came out to render assistance, as might 
a])i>ear neee.ssary ; and under a niisiakeii impression attacked the I’arsees, whom he 
sirnek with an uinbrella. Tlu' Parsecs then proceeded to cudgel ( aplain Maekenzit; 
with sticks or clubs, and in/iicted blow.s, which caused his death the following inoi ning. 

(i. 'Phe facts above staU-d had been investigated by an iiupiest of loreign residents in 
( anton, held under the superinli'iidence t)fthe Dutch ( ('iisul, and would probably, in 
an English court of justice, not implicate the three I’arsees in qinsstion, in a charge ol 
greater deliiupu'ncy than that of manslaughter. 

7 . 'I’he ( hinese authorities having already exhibited a disposition to interfere in this 
transaction, we delerminctl to remove the three Parsecs, Pritish subjects, Iroin ( anton 
without delav, iind they were sent on boaril the country shiji Edmonstone, bound (()r 
Ponibav. W«? have received infonuiition of tin* departurt^ of the Eihnonstone from 
< hina with the thret; Par.sces above mcntioneil. 'I’he danger of allowing the ( hinese 
C>ov(!rnnient to interfere upon the |}resent occasion i.s too apparent to re<piiri' tiiseussion. 
'J'heir satiguitiary code of legislature would remain satislietl with tiothing short of the 
lili- of at least one of the |iarty implicated, and would in no way discriminate betweeti 
a case of intentional murder, ami t>ne of acciilctital homicide; their ilemands liir the de¬ 
livery of tilt! guilty persons would be urged as long as a hope coulil exist of exhibiting a 
tlisplay of power, bv the execution of a fiircigner, and would protract the discussion to 
an interminable period; we therefore felt that the measure which we. atlopteik, while it 
olfered the only protection iti our power to the lives ofthret! Priti.sh subjects, was at the 
satne time that best calculated to bring the allair tti a conclusion; and il it conlil be ne¬ 
cessary to adilnci! further argunumt in its iavour, was the only tuie whicii the jiowiTs 
vested in this ('otmnittee place within their option. 

H. Since tin; adoption of the precetlitig meastire, the Chinese (lovernmcnt have <le- 
manded the delivery of the three Parsei's to them for trial, and have persisted in that 
tleinaiul, although informed by us that they had actually left thi.s country in a ship hound 

fill' 
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I<»i- till.' I’rc'.sidciirv <>l Ikmiliay. where the}' would he placed at the disposal of the Cloverii- 
nient, and sulnaitted to any further trial which might be deeinetl proper., Their de¬ 
mand lia.s since been mcHli/icd in various way.s, and would now appear to amount to tin 
reiiuisition oi'a trial accoriling to foreign law, with the attendance of the C hincso autho¬ 
rities. Wt; have staled in re|ily. the irnpo.ssihility of compliance, the men having actu¬ 
ally left the country; anil the ijuestion rests in this state at present, without having 
allecled the usual routine of our commercial transactions. 

(Si'e also l*ars. 14., 1.5 and 18 of this Letter, in the Papers relating to the alleged 
breach of the laws of C hina, y>age 441-2 of this Appendix.) 
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PAPEHS RELATING TO AN ARMED FORCE FOR THE PRO¬ 
TECTION OF THE COM PA NTS FACTO RV A T CANTON. 


EX’l IIACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

201I1 0 < t()l)(!r I 8 ;{(). 

To Cii])tain Jolm limes, Senior Cominaiuler of tlie lion. C-onijiany’s sliips in Cliina 
“ Sir: 

“ I AM tliredetl by the Presiileiit and Sidect Coinniittee to comnnmieate to you then 
orders, tliat vvitli llie least possilih’ delay, you take the neeessarv sli'ps for the allendance 
ol 100 armed seamen and two (jiiaiTer-deek earroiiades, for the |)rolection of the Ho¬ 
nourable Com|)any’s Laetory. 

“ 1 am, Nc. 

(Signed) '• 11. Ilrni.ESTox, 

“ Secret ary.'’ 

Canton, 2()ih October 1830.” 


L.XTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

21 st Octolter, 18.30. 

In thecour.se of the night, the force recpiireil lor llie protection of the Factories 
arrived in Cantoti: the guns were landed in the morning, and placed at the gate of our 
f actories. In conseipience. of the measures adoptetl by the C’omnioilore, and tlie good 
discipline of the Honourable Company’s ship.s, we are ha|ipy lo say that this w as (.ffecteti 
without the lea.st confusion or disorder. 


EXTIlACr CHINA SECRET CONSULTATION.S, 

Dated 2591 October 1830. 

“ To Captain limes, Senior Coniniander, ttc. Nc. Ikc. 

» Sir : 

“ I AM direcUal by the President and Select Committee to convey to you the followitig 
orders respecting the guard retained in the Factory, and desire that you will take the 
necessary steps to carry them into effeet. 

“ I. lhat a number ol men, not exceeding one [division of the guard, be allowed ti' 
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<ro out in front of the Factory only for a limited time, daily, and under the proper super- 
intendence of their officers; these men to be unarmed. 

“ 2. 'I’hat the guard he paraded by their officers daily in the garden, in front of the 
Company ’s Factory. 

“ 3. 'I'hat the total numbtir of seamen employed as a guard, which considerably ex¬ 
ceeds what the Committee originally contemplated, be reduced gradually to that of 
100 ; the number of officers remaining for your consideration, and that the reduction be 
elfected gradually at the rate of ten men per diem. 

“ 4. That four boats, matincd from the guard, and armed, be in readiness at a 
quarter Ijcfore live every evening, to be employed on any' service on which they may 1 m’ 
required. 

“ ’^Fhat no man be permitted to carry his arms with him out of the Factory, except¬ 
ing on duty. 

“ 1 am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) “ II. II. LiND.SAy, 

“ Acting Secretary.” 

» 25th October, 1830.” 


EX ril.^CT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Ist Nov. 1830. 

“ To Cajitain John Innes, Commander of tlie Honourable Company’s ship AIm'I-- 
crombic Tlobin.son, and Senior Commander of the Honourable Company’s ships in 
C hina. 

“ Sir : 

“ I AM ilirected by the President and Select Committee, to convey to you, as Senior 
Commander their thanks for your conduct during the late proceedings, when prompt 
mefi.sure.s wor<> consiilered neec.s.sary' for the safety of British subjects in Canton, and 
an annetl force was consetjuently ordered up from the Honourable (kmipaiiy’s ships at 
Whampoa. 

“ In making known to you the thanks of the President and Select Coiumittee on 
this occasion, I am directcil to observe that they do not limit their approbation altoge¬ 
ther to the alacrity displayed by you in the execution of their orders, hut extend it to 
the spirit with which you entered into their view.s, and the zeal displayed by you for the 
public service, which circumstances they shall consider it their tiuty to bring to tlic 
notice of the Honourable the Court ofUireetors. 

“ I have, &c. Sec. 

(Signed) “ H. H. Lindsay, 

“ Acting Secretary.” 


“ Canton, 1st Nov. 1830,” 
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To Captain Philip Baylis, Commander of the Honourable ‘Company’s ship 

Canning. 

“ Sir: 

“ I AM directed by the President and Select Committee to convey to you their thanks 
for the zeal displayed by you during the late proceedings in Canton, in arranging and 
disciplining the men placed more immediately under your orders in the Factories. To 
the regularity you established, and to the discipline you introduced among the seamen, 
may be in a great measure attributed the absence of all accidents, a circumstance highly 
conducive to the interests of the Honourable Company, and creditable to your abilities 
as an officer. I am directed to observe, that your conduct on this occasion will be 
brought to the favourable notice of the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

“ I have, 8(c. &c. 

(Signed) “ H. H. Lindsay, 

“ Acting Secretary.” 

“ Canton, 1st Nov. 1830.” 


(C.) 
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“ To the Crrmmander and Officers of the Honourable Company’s ships in China. 

“ Gentlemen : 

“ I am directed by the President and Select Committee to convey to you their 
thanks for the zeal and alacrity displaj'cd hy j'ou during the late proceedings, when 
circumstances rendered it necessary to order up an armed force from Whampoa, for 
the safety of British subjects in Canton. The promptitude with which the orders of the 
President and Select Committee were executed on this occasion, and the good conduct 
of the men during their stay in the Factories, are circumstances highly creditable to 
their officers, and to the discipline of their respective ships, and will not fail to he made 
known to tlie Honourable Court of Directors. 

I have, &c. &c. 

(Signed) “ H. H. Lindsay, 

“ Acting Secretary.” 


“ Canton, 1st Nov. 1830.” 
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PAPERS RELATING TO ORDERS FOR SHIPS MOVING DOfVN 
THE RIVER TO RETURN THE FIRE OF THE FORTS, c^r. 
OF THE CHINESE, 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 16th November 1830. 

Notwithstan i)jNO tlic Grand Chops for the ships now under despatcli have been 
repiilarly applied for more tlian a week ago, those of the 'J'homas Coiitts and William 
Fairlie only have beyn issued. We have several times inforiiKal the Merchants that 
the despatch of the shij)s could not be delayed, and Puankhequa and I'aftpia, win) 
scenrti the Duehe.ss of Athol and Uunira have promised to be in time; but not having 
made up their accounts, the Grand Chops are not yet forthcoming. 

We consider it absolutely nece.ssary at the first despatch of the season to convince 
the Merchants that onr ships, when ready, will positively sail, or else the same thing 
will assuredly hapfien again, and ships maybe detained an indefinite period after their 
de.spatehes are closed. We tio not apprehend any difficulty in this instance, as the ship' 
in question will follow the other two, who have pilots, and will probably have the saiiu' 
lisliermen on board, who would have acted as guides to the legally constituted pilots. 
We therefore' dii ect onr Secretary to write the following letter to Captains \¥ilson and 
Daniell, for their guidance. 

“ 'I'o Ca])lain Uaniell, Commander of the Honourable Company’s Ship 

Duchess of Athol. 

“ Sir: 

“ I AM instructed by the President and Select Ciommittee to direct, that in the 
event of your not receiving your Grand Chop with the Ihmonrable Company’s packet, 
von vcigh atichor, ami proceed down the river in com])any with the Honourable Com- 
panv’s ships 'J'homas (’outts and William Fairlie. In cast* you should be fired at by 
the iorts at the Rocca 'i'igris, you are in the first instance to return with blank cartridge; 
but sluuild your ship be struck, and the lives of the crew endangered, you are permitted 
to fire ball. 

“ I have the honour. &e. &c. 

(Signed) “ II. H. Lindsay, 

‘ Canton, 16th Nov. 1830.” “ Secretary.” 


(D.) 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, . 
Dated 18tli Novctnhcr 1830. 


We liave received the following Letter from Captain Wilson: 


“ Sir: 


“ H. II. Lindsay, Esq. Secretory. 


“ I BEO to .acquaint you, for the information of the Pre.sident and Select Committee, 
that the Honourable Company’s ship Diinira, under my command, proceeded from 
Second Bar this morning, agreeably to the instrtictions received. On passing through 
the Hogue, a gun (not shottetl) was fired from the fort, and the same returned by me. 


“ I7lh November 1830.” 


“ 1 have, &c. 

(Signed) “ .1. P. Wn.soN.” 


EXTRA( T CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 19th November 1831. 

The following Letter, from Captain Daniell, has been this day received: 

“ William Baynes, Esq. President, &c. &c. &c. 

“ Gentlemen: 

“ I H AVE the honour to report to you, that having received the Honourable Com¬ 
pany’s Despatches, yesterday morning we got under w-eigh, .and passed through the 
Hogue, and are now off Macao on our passage to St. Helena. 

“ I have, &c. 

“ 18th Nov. 1830.” (Signed) “ E. M. Daniell.” 
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Bankrupt 

Merchants. REDRESS OF GRIEVANCES, OR THE ACQUISITION OR 

ASSERTION OF PRIVILEGES. 


(1.)-1>KBTS BITE BY THE BANKRUPT MERCHANTS GNEWQUA AND PONgUA. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at C-anton to the f’ourt of Directors dated 24th October 1810. 

Pur. 13. We are sorry to inform your Honourable Court, that the plan we had 
resolved to adopt last season for the liquidation of the debts of the bankrupt Merchants 
Onewquu and Ponqua, have been prevented by tlie most extraordinary interference of 
the Viceroy of Canton. The detail we shall have the honour to submit in due course 
to your Honourable Court, we regret to say, will exhibit proceedings of duplicity and 
villainy on the part of the Merchants and Mandarin.s, unprecedented even in China. 

14. The Mandarins at present appear to have entirely changed their tone, and we 
have little doubt will terminate the bu.sine.s.s without further trouble, by directing the 
payment of the debts by the other Merchants, in the usual manner. We shall endea¬ 
vour to obviate, by every means left in our power, the ruinous consequences that may 
result from this mode of adjustment, as well from the inability of the Junior Merchants 
to bear .so heavy a burthen, as from the increased charges it may entail upon the foreign 
trade. 

15. 'I'he arrangements we had made for the present season will, we hope, be allowed 
to proceed; but we fear the alarm occasioned to the Tea Merchants, by the pro¬ 
ceedings of the Viceroy, will seriously affect both the quantity and quality of the T'cas 
that were to have been delivered on account of Gnewqua. 


EXTRAC T LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 28th November 1810. 

Par. 3. The Chinese Government have directed the Teas contracted for on 
account of Gnewqua and Ponqua to be duly delivered, but no final settlement of 
these Merchants’ affairs has taken place ; it has latterly been proposed to pay, by 
instalments, in ten years, a protracted period to which it is unreasonable to suppose 
we should accede. 


Extract 
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EXTH ACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 21st March 1811. 

Par. 88. With respect to the future liquidation of the very serious amount of the 
debts of tliose bankrupt Merchants, both to the Honourable Company and to the other 
Foreign Creditors, it was generally understood at Canton, even early in the season, 
that the Viceroy had on his own authority laid down a plan of payment in ten years, by 
equal annual instahiient.s, and had transmitted it to Pekin, for the approval and 
ratification of his Imperial Majesty. 

89. We were not, however, officially informed of this fact, nor even personally 
assured of its truth until the 10th instant, when Pinqua coininunicatcd to us an Edict 
to this effect, addres.sed by the Nan-hai-IIien to the IJong Merchants for our infor¬ 
mation, and dated as curly as the 6th ultimo, though no intimation had reached us of 
its existence before the day on which it was deliveretl to us. 

90. Although the very reprehensible neglect of Pinqua in keeping us thus long in 
i»'norancc of so material a document has afforded less lime than we could have wished 

O 

for the consideration and discussion of a subject of this importance we deemed it our 
duty immediately to address to his Excellency the Viceroy, a remonstrance against an 
arrangement so far below the constant profes.sions of the (lovernment, and which, 
inadequate as it is, the Mcrehants, while heavily burthened by the increasing charges 
and exactions of the Mandarins, and labouring under great individual embarrassments, 
are well known to be without the iiieans to execute. 


EX'PllACT LEl'TEll in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 10th January 1812. 

Par. 229. Thk plan which was first proposed to us by the Junior Merchants, was 
that our Committee should grant bills for the amount (as was done in the ca.se of 
Shykinquu’s debts); and that on adjusting each Merchant’s accounts with the Company 
at the close of the seasion, the amount of their shares should Ihj severally deducted. 

230. 'I'liis arrangement, on account of the very different state of the Merchants and 
of our accounts with them, at this and at the former period, we could not altogether 
approve; but conceiving it desirable to ensure the adju.stment of the business by some 
such agreement if possible, especially considering that a material proportion of the sum 
to be recovered is due to the Honourable Company, wc offered to grant bills as proposed 
to the several creditoi-s, upon condition of our receiving from Mowqua and Pinqua their 
bonds for the total amount (half from each), and the accounts to be adjusted with them 
at the end of the season. 

231. The other Merchants having agreed to allow a sum of about 2t. 3r«. upon each 
pecul of tea to be purchased from them by tlie Company, to be paid on their account 
when due into the Consoo Fund, as a security to Mowqua and Pinqua, the latter, on 
our consenting to this allotment, tnatle no further objection to our plan, and it has been 
carried into effect accordingly. 

232. Bv 
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232. By closin'^ with the Merchants upon these terms, it will be observed that we 
have not only secured the payment of tlie first instalment of the debt due to the Com¬ 
pany from (inewqim and Ponqua, but have likewise obtained a material accommoda- 
lion, being thus enabled to liquidate a considerable part of (he balance due at present 
by (he Company to Mowqua and Pinqua, without any direct reduction in the amount 
of our specie. 


(2.>—HEAVY BURTHENS ON THE TRADE. 


EXTRACT LET'J'ER in the Public Department, from the SELECT C( fVIMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 26th February 1810, 

Biirtlicii.i oil I nitle. Par. 188 . Immediately on our arrival from Macao, the Viceroy required our 
attendance to receive the orders of the Emperor on permitting the renewal of trade, 
and wc availed ourselves i f this opportnni y of representing to him, in writing, the heavy 
burdens to which the trade was exposed, and other general subjects of complaint. 
The result of this measure, we are sorry to say, will prove to your Honourable Court 
how vain it is to expect redress from the Maiularins of tliis province, as not the least 
notice has been taken of our complaint. His ignorance of the subject cannot he 
pleaded, as the representation was tlelivercd to the X'iceroy himself, and perused by 
him in the presence of our President. 


EXTRACT LliTTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMTl'TEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 2lst March 1811. 

Par, 91, We considered this a favourable opportunity of endeavouring to draw the 
V'iceroy’s attention to the general state of this trade, and to some recent circumstances 
to wliich much of the distrust of Foreigners, and of the unprecedented embarrassments 
of the Merchants, is to be attributed; and we finally requested that the whole might be 
raiilifully reported to his Imperial Majesty, upon who.se favour and protection, as well 
as wise and just determination, when fully informed of these circumstances, we were 
willing to place the most perfect reliance. 

92. We have not received any reply to this representation ; indeed, at this advanced 
period of the business, and considering the present temper of the Government, we can 
scarcely entertain any serious hopes of the success of its immediate object; but in a 
general point of view, and ns conducive to the prevention of further encroachments, we 
have seldom found our remonstrances against any injurious or oppressive acts of this 
Government wholly without effect; and we are persuaded that the task, however 
unpleasant and ungracious, is on such < ccasions an important and indispensable part of 
our duty. 

121. We are just enabled, previous to the close of our proceedings, to record a 

translation 
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traaslaliou of un Edict vvJiich has been issued by the Hoppo, in answer to oiir address 
of the lOlh instant; but the near approach of the present Despatch htis necessarily 
prevented us from taking particular notice of its extraordinary contents, until a future 
opportunity. 

122. We may however remark, that, notwithstanding the unblushing denial of tlie 
most n torious facts, the professed indiHercnce and contempt for our representations, 
and the generally ungracious atid olfensivc tone which pervades the whole of the 
communication, we arc still disposed, from the reports «'e have heard, and from the 
anxiety and uneasiness which are betrayed in the Edict itself, to augur favourably of 
the ultimate effect of the sensation which our address has produced, and to hope that it 
mav yet prove some check to the ruinous and oppressive system of extortion to which 
the Hong Merchants are subjected. 


(3.)—COMl'ANV.S SHIPS DKJ'AINEH IN CONSKQUKNCK t>K A rillNKSK 
Kil.I.EU bV AN ENGl.ISIl SEAMAN. 


HETNtJ 


EXTRACT LETTER in the I’ublic Department, from the SELECT COMMIT'J'EE 
at Canton to the Court of Direclor.s, dated 28th February 1810. 

Ear. 1. We are sorry to have to inform your Honourable Court, that at the inornont 
when the ships laid completed their lading, and our papers nearly in readiness for 
despatch, we Were informed that the Chimisc Government would not permit the depar¬ 
ture of the ships until it was disc'Vered by whom a Chinese had been killed, as they 
asserietl one had been, by .in English .seaman. 

2. A charge of this nature had been made some time before, but so entirely unsup¬ 
ported by ])roof, indeed, in direct contradiction to the testimony of the shojvkeeper 
living within a few yards of the spot where the murder was said to have been committed, 
that we did not think it would be persisted in, and this opinion was much strengthened 
by the Grand C’hop of the Nottingham being issued after the charge was made. 

3. It was now, however, recommenced, and from asserting that the officer belonged to 
one of the ships whose captains resided in the Imperial Hong, they fixed on the Royal 
Charlotte, but without a])parently the smallest reason, as although some men In longing 
to that ship were in Canton on the day the man was wounded, they were locked uj) at 
dusk, and not permitted to go out till next morning. 

4. The charge was attempted to be substantiated by the production of two witncssc.s, 
who it was a.s.serted could recognise the features of the offenders; but on examination 
this did not appear tlie fact; they deposed, however, po.sitively ns to the dies- of the 
Europeans who wounded the Chinese, which on iiujuiry proved entirely dilferen' from 
that worn by the people of the Royal Charlotte. 

5. It was in vain that C'aptaiu Austin and ourselves represented in the strongest 
terms the total failure of the proof they brought forward to establish the charge, and 
the injustice of detaining the ships on such grounds. Every argument was disregarded, 
and the receipt of letters from Captain Airstin refused. In this situation we we re on 

the 
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the point of forwarding letters to the diilereut officers of Government, fixing a day for 
the departure of the ships with or without permission, when a proposition was made 
hy the Cliinese, and ultimately said to be approved by the Viceroy, that on address 
should be forwarded by the Committee, stating the impossibility of discovering the 
offender, but promising, if the ships were allowed to depart, that inquiries should continue, 
aiul if the offender was discovered, that he should be punished according to the 
laws of England. 

6. We could have no hesitation in complying with this proposition; indeed, 
considered it most favourable, not perliajis in immediate reference to the present 
bu.siness, in which we might fairly consider our.selvcs treated with injustice, but as 
establishing a most desirable precedent for the adjustment of disputes of this nature in 
future 

7. An address was prepared, drawn u|i and approved by the Chinese, and was 
finallj' delivered on the night of the 21st, and every hope afforded of the Grand 
Chops being issued in three or four days. All the Merchants have since continued to 
assert that the dispute might he considered as settled, and attributed the delay to the 
Viceroy having ])roeceded to the Bogue to negociatc with one of the Ladrone Chiefs 
the terms of his return to his allegiance. With this we remained satisfied for some 
days, but the term of the seasonable despatch having nearly expired, we were called 
upon either to submit to the loss and inconvenience a further detention would occasion, 
or to risk the difficulties possible to arise from the despatch of the ships without the 
permission of the Chinese Government for their tleparture. 

8. The proposition we have made being received, and from the delay tacitly con¬ 
sented to, we do not apprehend any serious consequences cun result from the despatch 
of the ship.s, even under the circumstances, which further detention subjects the 
Honourable Company to a loss it is impossible to calculate upon; on the 26th, there¬ 
fore, all our papers being in readiness, we determined to deliver in the packets to the 
several Pursers, having previously desired the Merchants to make our intentions 
known to the IIoppo, who, however, did not seem disposed to expedite the tlelivery 
of the Chops, the packets were accordingly delivered, but not Iteing provided with boats 
from the ships, intending to proceed, os usual, in a chop-boat, the departure of the 
Pursers was prevented. 

9. On the morning of the 27th we transmitted a proposition to the Hoppo, stating 
our regret in being under the necessity of ordering away the ships without permission, 
and which nothing but the .severe loss to which their detention w'ould expose the 
Honourable Company could induce us to adopt. Letters of a similar nature were 
addressed also to the Viceroy and Fooyuen, and inclosed to the Hoppo, but he declined 
forwarding them, assuring the Merchants that an express had l>een sent to the Viceroy, 
and that an answer might be expected to-morrow. We are sorry, however, to say, 
that no port clearances have yet been issued; and we are consequently under the unplea¬ 
sant necessity of sending away the ships without them, 

10. As the ships will not be able to quit tlie Second Bar before to-morrow, or pro¬ 
bably the next day, we hope the permission of the Chinese Government may yet be 
obtained before they pass the Bocca Tigris, which will obviate every difficulty. 

jll. We beg to refer your Honourable Court to our proceedings of the Seasons 

forwarded 
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('HINA VAI’EHS. 


lorwar(l(^(l a number in the packet, per Perseverance, for a detaij of the tedious dis¬ 
cussions that have taken place on this interesting subject, w’Jiich we cannot dismiss 
without recpiesting to express to j'our Honourable ('ourt the high sense we entertain of 
the services that have been rendered by Captain Austin on the occasion, who returned 
to Canton immediately on hearing of the detention of the ships, and by his able advice 
and assistance has rendered the most essential aid. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Departimmt, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to tlie Court ol'Directors, dated 1st March 1810. 

i’tir. .‘.1. Tilt: Chinese Ge)veriiment having consented to the departure of the ships 
on condition that imjuirics .should be made, and the ofl'ender, if discovered, punished 
.igreeabiy with the law's of England, we are de.sirous of fidlilling onr ]>!irt of the 
engagement, and at the same time are. strongly of opinion that a conminnieolion on the 
subject from your Honourable Court, or His Majesty's Ministers, to the Chinese 
(iovernmeiit, showing that the impiiru's promised have been made, might be attended 
w ith benelicial ellects, we have therefore taken the liberty of retjuesling Captain Austin 
will direct snelj investigation among the shij)ping as he deems proper, and best (^alculatd 
to promote the object in vimv. The resnlt of his iiujuirics may be ascertained on his 
arrival in En<;liind. 


EXl'RACT T.ET'l’ER in the Public Department, from tin' SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 31st January 1811. 

I’ar. 297. When however we made, in consetjuence, our demand for the several 
Crand Chops of these ships in the usual manner, wc had the morlilication to learn that 
the Covernmenl bad resolved to withhold them, in c(jnse(juencc, it was said, of our 
having neither delivered up the man who killed a Chine.se in the latter part ol' last 
season, nor satislactorily ucconnted lor our rid'usal to do so. 

398. In explanation of the circumstances which led to this extraordinary conmuini- 
cation we J.')iist refer your Honourable Court to the jtarticulars which we have had 
to record on our proceedings, both at Macao and at Canton, relative to this atl’air, since 
we had the honour to communicate what we conceived to he etiuivalenl to its linul 
adjustment, in our Despatch at tlie clo.se of tlie preceding season. 

299. After the reference then made of the matter in discus,sion to England, and 
the con.scsiucnt di'])aiturc of the ships with the ptu'mi.ssion of the Chinese Coverninent, 
the renewal ol' the subject at present, and the demand of the surrender of the indivi¬ 
dual who had killed the Chinese hist year, on the pretext that his name is now known 
to he “ William,'’ or something in sound resembling it, tbough in fact be has not even 

3 Q been 
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been proved to be ap linglishnmii, and at all events is certainly absent, and therefore 
out of our controul, i.s lio less unjust than absurd and extravagant. 

.300. On the wliole, we conlidently trust your Honourable Court will consider our 
address of ex[)lunation to the Viceroy, under date the 28th ult. to convey, in its full 
extent that just respect and deference which this Government is entitled to receive from 
us, and that you will accordingly approve of our determination steadily to refu.se to 
make answer in the terms dictated by the Government, which are both false in fact and 
dangerous in principle, and further, disgraceful, by the implication of promises never 
intended or expected to be performed. 


EXTRACT r.ETTKR in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at (’anton to the (’ourt of Directors, dated 10th January 1812. 

Par. 11. We are concerned to find, that the conduct of the late Committee in 
bringing to an adjuslincnl the very anxious and embarrassing affair here adverted to, 
have not been considered upon the whole to merit the Honourable Court’s approbation ; 
but we trust that the few remarks we have to offer in further explanation of the Com¬ 
mittee’s jiroccedings, will prevent their continuing to appear to the Honourable Court 
thus censurable. 

12. In the observations' we have had the honour to submit to the Honourable Court, 
in the concluding paragrajihs of our public letter of the 31st January 1811, we endea¬ 
voured to explain, and we trust satisfactorily, the very material fact, that whenever a 
murderer is demanded by the Chinese Government, a consequent selection and surren¬ 
der of any individual into their hands, is completely equivalent in effect to a provi¬ 
sional sentence of death. The individual may be afterwards pardoned or not, 
according to circumstances; hut we think there can be no question, that our act in such 
cases is held by the Chinese Government as perfectly conclusive, both in rc.spect to the 
law and the fact; or, in other words, as competent evidence both of the identity of the 
offender, and his offence having amounted to murder. 

13. The very embarrassing predicament in which we are thus liable to be 
placed, the Honourable Court cannot be altogether unacquainted with, and this we 
may even infer from the paragraphs under reply, in which we are expressly in¬ 
structed, that it would not he proper to deliver up an individual, who had killed a 
Chinese, into the hands of the Government, unless such individual had actually com¬ 
mitted murder. 

14. It is obvious that, with this limitation to the’.extent of our compliance with 
the demands of the Chinese Government, which we have always thought necessary, 
and which has now received the Honourable Court’s sanction, any inquiry which 
should tend to convict an individual of the fact of killing a Chinese, without at'the 
same time attaching to him the guilt of murder, and tnat in the clearest and most 
undeniable manner, would not only be usele.s.s, hut add, in the most serious degree, to 
our embarrassments. 


15. In 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 481 


15. In the case in question, it appeared manifest from the conjmencement, that no 
inquiry which we could institute could attain to such a certainty of the guilt of any iiuli- 
viduul, as would have warranted us in selecting him, in fact, for execution. But such an 
inquiry, though fruitless in other respects, would necessarily have had the effect of ren¬ 
dering resistance to the demands of the Chinese government mort; difficult, ns it would 
have been tinavoidably notorious, and would have implied an admission on our part, 
that the alleged guilt lay between a few persons only, and those the seamen of the Honour¬ 
able Company’s ship Cumberland. 

16. It is also to be observed, that the information which excited suspicions in that 
quarter, was not communicated to the President until after the public examination of 
the fUiinose witnesses had commenced, and in which considerable progress had been 
made in exposing the fallacy and incompetency of their testimony. We cannot suppose 
it would be wished that the Committee should have receded from the ground they had 
just gained, and thereby exposed themselves so unprofitably to the charge of inconsis¬ 
tency, in such a stage of the business. 

17. By referring, on the contrary, the further investigation of the affiiir wholly to 
(*aptain Austin, and to a period in which the Chinese could no longer take any share in 
it, this dilemma was avoided; and it was also hoped, that the ends of justice woidd have 
been equally satisfied, as it was certainly not foreseen that the law of England wtmld 
not even allow the men to be pul on their trial. 

18. 'The advantiigeotis nature of the proposal which the Chinese were indiiecd to make 
in consequence of a system of conduct thus adopted, is imieed remarked by the Honour¬ 
able Court, and we cannot but felicitate ourselves upon tlm satisfactory adjustment that 
followed. Wbat would b.ave been the coii.sequenee of a line of proceeding, wbieb would 
have given them a pretext for supposing llial tbe culprit bad really been discovered, it is 
impossible to say; but vve cannot .avoid expressing our full ]H;rsuasion, that iiiidor any 
circinnstances wbalever, an adjustment effected by tbe ilelivery of an individual into tbe 
hands of the Chine.se government, would have been in its general consequences itifinilely 
disastrous and unfortunate. 

19. The case is perhaps different where the circumstances are .so clear and iinque.s- 
tionable, and the government itself fixes upon and tlemands the criminal; hut under 
the circumstances we have stated, namely, a mere demand for a murderer to be given 
up, we cannot but submit to the judgment of your Honourable Committee, wlictber, 
without a violation of the laws of our own country, wc can, in any shape, comply there¬ 
with. Whether, in short, wc arc warranted in exercising those judicial functions, which 
tbe selection .iiid surrender of an individual, in compliance with such a vague dcm.and, 
would seem to imply. 

20. We trust your Honourable Committee will not deem our .scruples on this occa¬ 
sion excessive; an occasion in whicli the life or death of an individual, and the honour 
or dishonour of our national character might be at stake; and wc trust also, that under 
this explanation it will appear to your Honourable Court, that the line of conduct 
adopted was, considering the exigencies of tbe case, the only one consistent with the 
character and interests of our honourable employers, and of the British nation; and wc 
beg to add in conclusion, that wc feel assured, that bad your late Committee been iho- 
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roughly satisfied upon authentic grounds of the facts of which a knowledge is imputed to 
them, such facts would undoubtedly have been communicated to our honourable em¬ 
ployers in their public or secret dispatches. 

SI. After an attentive perusal of these instructions, and also of the letter of which a 
coj>y is also transmitted for our inspection, and the fullest consideration of every circuin- 
slanre connected with it, wc have conceived ourselves entitled to conclude, that in the 
/nv.sent insianco the sole object in view in iiinkingsiieh a comniiinicafion, is to satisfy the 
t’h/ne.segovcniment rc;specting the circuin.stances of the tleath of tJie native, supposed to 
have been killed Ityan English seaman, and respecting the measures takcui in England, 
in consequence of the charge to that effect. 

22. 'J’ho letter addressed to the Viceroy upon titis delicate sidiject is, doubtless, 
penned with all imaginable caution and ju-opriety: yet it was impossible at such a di.s- 
tance of time and place to be certain of anticipating the views and tlisposition of the 
government. 

2:1. We confess, therefore, that since the adiiii is now apparently at rest, wc not onlv 
feel great unwillingness to do anything that might lend to revive it ; but wo feel also some 
ai)})rehcnsions of the improper advantage that might be taken, or evil purpose facili 
tated, even by the mere admission made in the letter, that the thre«-of the seaim n of the 
Cumberl.and were found liable to suspicion ; especially as that admission is unaccoiiqui- 
nied by any decisive report upon their guilt or innocence. 

21. 'J'hc peculiar circumstances of the ease rendcMei! it no doubt difficult, we uiay sav 
iinpossibh;, to give detailed explanations in writing, which, wiilK)ut a violation of 
truth, would be at all likely to satisfy the extravagant claims of the Chinese 
govern m <‘ 11 1. 

25. conceive, therefore^, that such explanations ns may be nece.ssary had better, 
if po.ssibh;, be given verbally, and in the most general terms; and we think that the 
latter, if chiimed at any time by the Chinese, inav be .said to have been intended 
only for the former \'iceroy, under whose government the accident happened, and with¬ 
held on that account. 


,i.)_c():mi’anvs ships tiktained, in f’ONSE<;)tiKN(:K or the mono AtEnniANTs 

UEKlTSlNtJ TOSA'J ISKV KX'I'OKTIONATE DE.MANDS OF THE llOPPO. 


EXTRACT LETTER in tlie Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton t > the Court of Directors, dated 31.st January 1811. 

Par. 288 . The variou.s delays which protracted the period of the present despatch 
considerably beyond the date wliich we ventured to anticipate as llie latest, in our 
short address to your Ilonouniblc Court of the 10th idtiiuo, require ns to enter in tin's 
place into some explunation of their causes, more especially as the (pie.slion how far the 

evil 
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evil is capable of remedy, is certainly deserving of your Honourable^ ( ourl’s serious con 
sidernlion. 

289. Ill tbe first jilacc we have to observe, that instead of the regular and uniforiii 
progress in the lading our ships to whicli wc have formerly been accustomed, we have 
fre<|iu nlly experienced interruptions in respect to particular .ships, and these at one 
lime, without any rea.son assigned, amounted in fact to an actual stoppage ol the whole 
of the Honourable ('ompaiiy’s iraile. 

On remonstrating with the merchants against this unwarrantalile and v«.;xalious 
iroatmeni, they were ununiinous in acknowledging that the iletcniion of our ships was a 
measure of the (’hinese government, not directed against u.s, but against thi in.selves, in 
consisjuence of the absolute inability of most of them, and the actual ivfusal ol all, to 
satisly the extortionate and continually increasing demands of the Jloppo, for the 
jnirchase of various articles of clock-work, ami mechanism importeil on our .ships, and 
usually denominated “iS/W/ Soiif/.i,’' and which, it secm.s, arc now become ihe esla- 
hlished vehicle of corruption between that officer and his superiors of ilu’ capital. 

291. It was further stated to us, tliat being thus invariably called upon by the. Il(>j)po 
to purebase these articles for his use at any price, and loan enormous amount, tbeii im¬ 
portation into China was become a grievance to the merchants generally, ol'the most 
strrious nature; in consc(]Uciice of which, I’uiknn, our senior merehaiit, ailde<l, that he had 
now earnestly to re(|uest ill his own name, and in that ol'lhe others, that we would repre¬ 
sent this eircumsianee in our next despatelms to our honourable emi>loyers, and 
suggest tin; adojitioii of some eflectual measures for preventing the future .shi|mienl o( 
arlieles of this description for China, in any ve.ssels in Uie service of the 1 loiioui ahle Coin- 
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295. Waving, however, the further discussion of these (piostion.s, wi; informed the nu r- 
ehants, in conclusion, that to a measure so jn-ejiulicial to the interests of the llomnir- 
ahle <'ompany, as this interruption to the Jading of the ship.s, no dilTl'ri'nces which 
might exist between the IIojipo and the ineirhanls, much less those ol the disgraceful 
nature they had related, would iiuluce us to submit; and that we sboiild accordingly make 
a formal appeal on the suliji'ct to the government, unless the trade was very shortly 
allowed to proceed. 

290. Such an appeal, however, did not prove neces.sarv, as tbe trade, through some 
com promise, jirobably between tlie Hopjio and mercbaiils, was re-o])ened almost iinine- 
diatoly after; and in a few day.s, the lading of all the sliips inletuled to be iueluded in 
the present dc.spatcli, completed. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMI'i TEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated lOth Eebruary 1811. 

Par. 8. Oim proceeding.s iraiismilled b\’this Despatch, will convey to your Honour¬ 
able Court iiiforination up to the .Hist ultimo, of llie several circumstatices conneeteil 
with tile vexatious and unwarrantable detention of the ships of the jirescnl fleet have 
been subjected by tbe Chinese Clovernmcnt. 

9. Having 
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9. Having been t^n-succcssful in oiir siib.sequent endeavours to prevail upon the 
Merchants to deiiver to the Viceroy and IIoppo our written remonstrance against the 
unjust procedure, we Ibund ourselves under the nece.ssity of having recourse to the le.ss 
regular and usual mode of effecting the object in view, by ineaiis of a deputation to 
the city gates. 

10. 'J'liis service was successfully executed by Mr. Parry and Captain Inndsay, who 
proceeded to the gates of the city at our request on the 2d instant, accompanied by 
a party of the gentlemen of the h'actory and the Commanders and Officers of the 
Honourable Company’s ships. I’lie party finding no material obstruction on entering, 
were enabled to advance a.s far as the IJoppo’s Palace, where Mr. Parry and Captain 
Lindsay had the satisfaction of pre.senting our address personally to his Excellency, as 
is more particularly staUal in Mr. Parry’s Report, a copy of which we have the honour 
to enclose. 

11. The address was returned to us by the Merchants the same evening, without 
any specific promise of a compliance with our request; but the tenor of our application 
and the public manner in which it had been presented, had evidently produced a 
considerable sensation, as it was immediately followed by an offer to receive from us 
explanations in reply to the demand of the surrender of the murderer of the Chinese 
of the last season, considerably le.s.s objectionable than any proposed at a former 
period. 

12. Another letter was accordingly addressed to the Viceroy and the Hoppo, in sul^ 
stance indeed the same as our proposed address of the 2Sih of December, long since 
rejected; but yet in terms, which the Merchants now assured us, would be considered 
sufficiently satisfactory. 

13. As a day or two were again .suffered to elapse, and difficulties still alleged to 
exist against the delivery of the firand Chop.s, it was at length intimated to the Mer¬ 
chants, for the information of the Mandarins, that however desirous wc were to p.ay 
every due deference to the regulations of the Chinese Government, our submission to a 
detention of our ships so perfectly unjustiliable, and so injurious to the intcre.sts of our 
employers, could not continue much longer, and that they must accordingly be pre¬ 
pared for the event of our despatching the fleet, even without the u.sual permission, 
should the government determine to reduce us to that unpleasant alternative. 

14. Whether conscious of the impracticability of preventing the despatch of our ships, 
if seriously determined upon, is the circum.stance which has given to the above intimation 
the effect intended, or whether the Merchants have been ultimately obliged to purchase 
the consent of the oflicers of government by a submission to further extortion, wc are 
unable to pronounce; but it is certain, that the first positive assurance that the Grand 
Chops would be issued, was to all appearance the immediate consequence of the com¬ 
munication in question. 

15. Having this day received the Grand Chops of the several ships, agreeably to the 
above. a.ssurances, we have much satisfaction in being enabled to announce the same to 
your Honourable Court, and shall have the pleasure of transmitting forthwith our final 
Despatches to the respective commanders. 
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(5.)—TRA?>E OF THK SEASON DELAYED IN CONSEQUENCE’ OF THE VICEROY 
DIRECTINCS THAT .MR. ROBERTS, ONE OF THE SELEiri' COMMITTEE OF 
SUPRACAROOES, SHOULD LEAVE CANTON. 


Secret Department. 

EXTRACT LETTER from J. F. ELPHINSTONE, Esq., to the Honourable the 
Chairman of the East-India Company, dated Canton, 23d December 1813. 

Par. 2. In consequence of having been engaged in a discussion with the Chinese 
Government, our commercial proceedings were suspended till about the 10th instant, as 
the Select Committee did not consider it to be expedient to land any of the Honourable 
Company’s cargoes till the point in question was adjusted. 

3. The discussion arose from a report that the former Viceroy Pe made to Pekin .al 
the close of the year 1811, when stating to his Imperial Majesty the failure of Gncwqna’s 
and Ponqua’s Hongs, and proposing the punishment of Ashing. 

4. On the arrival of Mr. Browne, and hearing of the intended return of Mr. Roberts 
to Europe, the Viceroy Pe appears to have obtained a statement from the Merchants 
that the conduct of Mr. Roberts in Gnewqua’s find I’onqua’s aflairs, together with his 
opposition to the Chine.se Government, Inid been displeasing to the authorities in 
England, and that he had been removed jiccordingly. Seizing on this circiiinstancc 
to giv^e it colour to his most unjust proceedings towards Gnewqua, Ponqua, and Ashing, 
when making his report to Pekin of their alleged. deliiKpiency, and proposing their 
being bfUiished, the Viceroy Pe at the same lime rtfcominended that Mr. Roberts, 
as having also violated the laws and regulations, should not be permitted to return to 
China. 

5. No notice whatsoever was taken of these prohibitions while the former Hoppo 
remained in Canton, neither did it occur to the Viceroy to make the least objection to 
Mr. Roberts coming to Canton, when application was nmde for that purpose last season: 
and it appears the objections Jiow started by the Viceroy proceeded from the sugges¬ 
tions of some of the inferior persons connected with his office, and the Viceroy, not 
aware at the time of the consequences, acquiesced in the publishing an official Edict, 
requiring Mr. Roberts to leave China. 

6. The conduct and tlisposilion of the Hoppo, on his first arrival in Canton, was so 
decidedly hostile to European.s, that the parties suggesting the renewal of the question 
to the Viceroy, were assured their measures woultl not be opjiosed by the Hoppo, as he 
was impressed with the belief that the more violent find arbitrary he was towards 
Europeans and the Merchants, the better was his chance of profiting by extortion. 

7. This attempt at interference on the part of the Chinese Government, involving 
essentially the interests of the Honourable Company, as it amounted in fact to placing 
their servants under the control of the Chinese (the only illegal act alleged against 
Mr. Roberts was that of having advanced inoney on contracts), the Committee con¬ 
sidered was to be resisted, anti in the most decided manner in their power, and con¬ 
sequently all commercial intercourse was declined until the ^'iceroy should officially 
rescind and withdraw his prohibitions respecting Mr. Roberts, and fully aware that 

iiothino- 
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nothin}! •<* i xpecteil from the justice of the Chinese oflBcers, we could only hope 
to esUiblisli our point hy firmness nnd perseverance. 

8. By rcncwiii}! this snhjer.t, the Viceroy soon found himself placed in rather an 
eiiihiirrassiii}! situation; for in com]dying with our demands or doing what justice 
reqiiireil, was rolleeling oti the conduct of his predecessor Pc, who he did not wish to 
oUiaul. After a considerable delay, and resorting to various expedients to establisli his 
point, or ratlier to pre.serve appearances, Ity repeating his Edicts and Orders for Mr. 
Iloberts to Icavt; China, tlie Viceroy finding that the Committee were determined tt> 
(li'cliiie ;ill coiiimcree till the prohibitions and objections were officially rescinded ami 
withdrawn, at leiiglli gave way, and an official <locmnent was d(;livered to the effect 
riapiiiHil, not altogether satisfactory in hairopean estimation, but ctmsidered by the 
('hiiK'sc as being am|)ly sufficient, and entirely di.snvaiwing all right to interfere; and we 
hope it will ])iove so by preventing the recurrence of any similar attempt on the part 
ol' the (jovernment in future. 


EXTRACT I.ET rii.ll in the Public Department, from the Sl’XECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton lo the Court of Directors, dated the 22cl Eebruary 18H'. 

Par. I:D. Yoni Honourable Ciourt has .already been informed of tbe discussion in 
which we were engaged with tlu' Government from the latter end of September, and 
wliicl) was finally arranged about the lOtli December. 

Pl.t. 'Pile objections made by the Cbincsc to Mr. Robert’s discharging the duties of 
the. situation to which he was appointed by your llonoiirable. Court ai’e lully recoriled. 

We consider it necessary for tbe preservation of the interests of our employers, most 
decidcdlv lo resist an iiitci rcrcnce of tins nature on tbe ]»art of the Cmiton Government, 
which could not, wiilioni the greatc.st danger to the interests of the Iloiioiirahle Com¬ 
pany he jK.rmitted to he exercised. 

l.’lti. On the receipt of the Viceroy's Edict w'c determined to adopt such incasnres 
as wc hoped would jjrovc effectual in inducing the C'anton Government to withdraw 
their tibjections. 

187. The cargoes belonging to the Hononrahle Company were not permitted to he 
l.iiidcd li-om the .-.hiits, and an early o])])()vlimity wuis taken to make it known that, until 
the \'iceroy’s Edict was officially rescinded, we would persevere in onr measure of 
declining all commercial intercourse. 

18K. The various exjn dieiits resorted to by the officers of government in order to 
induce us to relinquish our ohjections ami concede the point, arc fully detailed on our 
|)ioceedings. i'lom the.se it will he seen that the \'iceroy was finally induced to with¬ 
draw his prohihition.s, ami officially rescind the orders he had given relative to Mr. 
Hoherts. 

1:50. Although the document publi.slied hy the Viceroy on this occasion was not 
altogether satisfactory, yet it was consiilercd fully us much tis we could expect, unless 
perhaps a much longer interruption had been j)er.si.sted in ; and mulcr the full persua¬ 
sion, however unsatisfactory the expro-ssions in the official docmnerils might be, that 
we had, in fact, g.aincd what we had propo.sed, namtdy, th.at of having convinced the 

Chinese 
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Chinese, be the consequences wluit tlicy might, so improper an .interference would 
never be permitted; and we consider it inexpedient to decline any longer unloading 
tlic ships, since which time our business has proceeded without any material inter¬ 
ruption. 


EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 22d February 1814. 

Par. 2.'>. Unoeb this date* is recorded a letter from Cotpia, which relates to the 
sidyect which occasioned a discussion with the Chinese Gt>verninent. 

2(>. In our proceedings in this department under several dales in the margin,-j- as 
also in our jtublic department, are fully detailed the measures we pursued throughout 
the discussion, in which it will be seen that our refusing to unload the ships until the 
Viceroy should officially rescind the objections he hud made to Mr. Roberts’s holding 
the situation to wdiicli he had been appointed, linally succeedei! in obtaining an official 
document, not altogether satisfactory, although we may hojje it will be sulFicieiit to 
prevent any attempt of a .similar nature at a future perioil. 

27. Ry the publication of the Viceroy’s Edict of the 2d of December, we were 
hap[)ily relieved from the necessity of taking into consideration the adoption of the 
measure proposed in Mr. Eljdiinstone .s Minute, of withdrawing the Honourable 
Company’s ships, for the purpose of more effectually repre.seiiting what we hud to 
eom|)lain of to the (loverninenl of Pekin. Carrying on an extensive commerce, 
sufficient to excite the rapacity of the officers of government, jtroteeletl by no laws, 
but, on the contrary, such regulations as are. made, so vague aitd undelined as to admit 
of any interference or interpretation that a corru|)t and despotic government may be 
disposed Utgive them, our only ho})c of preventing the recurrence of these attacks is by 
a firm and decided resistance. 

2B. Although We cannot but regret the delay which was occasioned, we must observe, 
it appears to have prevented our being subject to many interferences we might otherwise 
have been exposed to from the Hoppo. The very violent and arbitrary manner in 
which he commenced the functions ol' his office was sufficient to show what would 
have been iii.s conduct hatl he not been checked. From the time of our commencing 
unloading the ships no interference or interruption worthy of remark has been 
experienced. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at (ianton to the Honourable Court of Dircctor.s, dated lOth January 1812. 

Par. 298. The jtarticular.s will be noticed by your Honourable Court on our prt)- 
ceedings of this season, of an appeal which we had occasion to make to the Justice of 
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the Chinese Govci;nment, in concurrence with Captain Briggs of His Majesty’s ship 
t lorincle, in consequence of the First Lieutenant of the Indefatigable having l)een 
attackeci atid severely ill-treated, and also plundered of a gun by the Chinese on shore, 
near I lie anchorage at Chunpee. 

It is satisfactory to be enabled to add, that in this instance, not only very great 
readiness was shown by the officers of Government to attend to our complaint, but 
complete redress actually obtained, the principal offender having been secured and 
brought to Canton, and the gun recovered and restored to the Captain of His Majesty’s 
sliip Indefatigable. 


(7.)—KESHKCTTNO THE RiMKARHAHSKD (MHCUMSTANCRS OK ROME OF THE HON(J 
. MERCMANTK. 


EXTRACT LET TER in the Secret Department, from the SELEC T COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 2d March 1813. 

Par. 2. Wk have noticed in this department the proceedings of the European 
creditors of the Hongs of Consecqua, Exchin, Manhop, Poonequa and Goqiia, and 
the arrangements which they have made for the recovery of their debts ; having for the 
chief object the equalizing the claims on these Merchants with rcsjieet to the interest, 
and from such funds as may arise to the Merchants in the course of their commercial 
transactions, an equal distribution will be made among the claimants. 

3. This arrangement, which is equitable as far as the parties are concerned, will 
have the effect of relieving the Merchants from the pressing importunities of any of 
their European creditors. The alternative which was left at the option of the 
European creditors, w'as an application to the Chinese Government for the payment of 
their debts, which would have occasioned the bankruptcy of the Hongs, and much 
inconvenience and delay to the Honourable Company’s affairs would probably have 
arisen during the present season. The funds from whence these debts would bet 
charged must be raised by the imposition of further duties on European (’ommerce. 
From the state of the commercial relations of other nations with China at present, the 
tax must have fallen heavily on the Company’s trade, under these circumstances we 
consider the arrangement to be the most beneficial for the Honourable Company's 
affairs which could have been adopted, and consequently fully de.serving every assistance 
which we may have it in our power to afibrd. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 31st March 1813. 

Par. 10. We noticed in our proceedings in this department a message which the 
Hoppo had sent through Pinqua, relative to the re-establishment of ( hunqua's Hong, 
in the Honourable (’ompany’s employment. On a visit which his Excellency lately 
paid at the Factory, he again introduced the subject, and requested that Chunqua might 
be readmitted ; not altogether approving of this interference, it was merely observed in 

reply 
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reply, that the Committee had not at that time determined on these arrangements, but 
when concluded the result would be communicated to bis Excellency. 

11. In the present circumstances of the trade, together with the former conduct of 
Chunqun, wc perhaps had no great cause to wish for a renewal of intercourse; at the 
same time, from the anxiety which Chunqua has evinced to be again admitted to the 
t ompany’s business, it may be fairly presumed that he will be extremely cautious of 
taking any measures which may deserve the reprehension of the Committee, and it is 
to be IiojhkI that bis future conduct will be such as to give no cause to regret our 
having acceded to his request; the proposition of business which wc have allotted to 
Chunqua is about two shares. 

12. With the exception of Pinqiia, to whom we have appropriated four .shares, and 
of Mowqua, who has three, the proportions of the businc.ss allotted to the other Mer¬ 
chants are the same as before. The introduction of ( huiu|ua..is provided for by the 
addition t)f two shares to the former number of twent}'. 

13. The situation, however, of many of the Hong Merchants is such (being consider¬ 
ably ind<d)ted to Europeans) that we do not consider it to be advisable to adhere to a 
strict distribution of the business in the shares as here specified. 

14. 'I’lie ]>rofUs arising from the trade which tbe.se Merebants may be enabled to 
carry on with Europeans, is the source from whence their debts are to be liquidated (un¬ 
less application is made to the Clovcrninent, when their debts will be discharged by the 
body of the Hong Merchants from funds arising from the imposition of further duties on 
the foreign trade), consequently it becomes de.sirahlc to throw as large a proportion of 
business into the hands of the Merchants thus situated, as may be done consistent with 
the interests of the Honourable Company, and without detriment to the investment. 

15. rile niaimer in which the contracts are now made, by the 'Pea Merchants commu¬ 
nicating to ns their arrangements w'ith the Hong .Merchants, for whom wc in fact be¬ 
come responsible, the necessary advances on the contracts being pai<l to the 'I'ea Mer¬ 
chants from our treasury; and on the teas being weighed and received, the long-ells for 
the amount remaining due being delivered at once from the I’actory, the confidence of 
the Tea Merchant and the credit of the Hong Merchant (as far ns relates to the trans¬ 
action) is completely establi.shcd; and there appears no cause to .apprehend that the teas 
will not prove to be equally good with those delivered by other Merchants. We have 
considered it therefore expedient to limit the tlivision of the business in the shares speci¬ 
fied, to the amount of the tens actually required by the estimate, and to divide the fur¬ 
ther provision of Congo which it is advisable to contract for, among the Merchants, Con- 
seequa. Exchin, Manhop, Poonequa, and Goqua. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 22d February 1814. 

Par. 107. We have at various times bad the honour to detail to your Honourable 
Court the situation of the majority of tlie Hong Merchants; their situation at the close 
of 1806-7 was that of complete insolvency. 

3 R 2 


168. In 
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168. Ill llie •seasons jniiiiedialelj following, tlieir true siluntion liocamc at first sus¬ 
pected, and tin ji fully uscertnined, and on their credit failing llicni entirely, they be¬ 
came exjKi.sed lo all llic harassing importunities and distress which was to be expected 
would lalic place from their nnineroiis creditors. 

I(I!K On iIk; loss of their credit their commercial transactions became daily more eni- 
bana.ssed; that part of the Honourable ( ompany’s investment which those Merchants 
had to provide became injured in quality, and was obtained with difficulfj’; the sums 
reijiiired for duties, and which must be paid, were not forthcoming, and the ruin of five 
Hongs, viz. Conseequa, Exchin, Manhop, I’oonequ.'i, and Goqua, appeared inevitable. 

107. It then becomes a (|uestion for the consideration of the Committee, whether it 
was expedient for tlu- interest of the Company and the trade generally that these Mer¬ 
chants should be allowed to fail, or by stepping forward to their assistance, exertions 
should be made to upbyld the Hongs,.and that such profits as might arise from their com- 
men-iid transactions should be applied to the licpiidation of their di'bts. Ily the failure 
of .so many Hongs, debts due to the Honourable Com|iany and individuals, amount¬ 
ing in the aggregate to nearly four millions, would have remained to be adjusted, such 
part as the (iovernment might have thought proper to acknowledge would have been 
orili!red to have been jiaid by the remaining Mt'rchants, probably in ten years; who, in 
their turn, would have laid additional taxes on the foreign trade to meet the annual in¬ 
stalment. 'J'he Iosn. together with the serious injury which must have been entailed on 
the Conipany’s and foreign trade was obvious; and the Committee were of ojiinion that 
it was foi- the advantage of the interests more particularly committed to their charge, as 
well as to the general interests of all parties concerned, that the Hongs should continue. 

171. In coming to this decision, the Committee could not but be aware oflhem.any 
difficulties tt> be encountered, the trouble and re.sponsibility which they were imposing 
on themselves to carry on tr.ade with Merchants so situated, th»;re remained but a choice 
of evils, and it was their duty to atlojit what appeared least likely to injure the interests 
committed lo their charge. 

172. Considerable difficulty was experienced at first in avoiding the payment of fees 
and donations to the ofliccrs of Government; these difficulties were imincdiaiely le.s.sened 
by the mild ami moilerate conduct of the late Hoppo Te-la Zin. 

173. On adopting the resolution to support the Merchants, the Committee considered 
itllu;ir duty to rc.sist the application of the private creditors to be allowed a participation 
at once in any advantages that might arise from their tran.suclions with the Merchant.s, 
conceiving that the Company had full right lo re<|uire that the profits ari.sing from their 
transactions with these Merchant.s, should, in the first instance, be solely appropriated to 
the liquidation of their claims. On their amount being cleared ofl', it would remain for 
the Committee lo allbrd any a.ssistance in their power to private individuals. It may be 
here proper to observe, that the conduct of the private creditors throughout merits com¬ 
mendation. No measures were proposetl to be adopted without a previous reference, to 
know how far such mea.sures might be approved by the Committee. 

174.. From the situation of the Merchants it must be evident to your Honourable 
Court, that they possessed no resources within themselves from whence their balances 
could be paid off, and that tlie liquidation of their several debts to the Company could 
only be the work of several seasons. The payment of duties, the advance on contracts, 

and 
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and all otlier charges have been made from our treasury; and having, as your Honour¬ 
able Court aic desirous should be dom*, reduced their respective accounts with the Com¬ 
pany, we are unable to concur in the remark of the 52d paragraph, under reply, that 
the Merchants are in a much worse situation than they were in 18()!)-10. On the con¬ 
trary, we are disposed to tliink their circumstances are much improved, their embarrassed 
situation being publicly known, and they themselves are now full 3 'atvare that their re¬ 
establishment depends entirely on their good conduct and economy; and in addition to 
this, as far as the (k)mpany’s investnumt is considered, we h.avc established such an inter¬ 
course and uuderstandiug with the Tea Merchants as grcatlj' advances the credit of the 
.Tunior Merchants of the Hong, and will prove of essential benefit in our future transac¬ 
tions. 

IT.^. With respect to the advances made on contracts, we believe that they do not 
exceed what was custotuary in former periods. Interest e<juM to one per cent. j)er 
month is charged on the sums so advanced, and consequently no loss can he said to arise. 

176. We have been under the necessity' of making, in the present .season, advances on 
the p.'iyment of duties, to prevent the failure of the Hong of Fatqua. Our dealings with 
that Merchant are not extensive?, but we hope bj'care and attention in his busincs.s, it will 
not he long before he clears his debt to the Honour.able Compaii}'. 

177. Our utmost exertions are u.sod to limit the amount of our advances to the Mcr- 
ch.'uits: their indis|)eusal)le demands must be ctnnplied with ; hut on the economy with 
which their alTairs are transacted depetjtls chiefly the succc.ss of the prc.sent plan adopted 
for the jniyment of their debts. 

178. We are unwilling to .suppose that Ootpia would have readily or on light grounds 
re.sorteil to this measure, but at the same time, a certain pressure, arising from inability 
to p.'i}' bis duti(?s, which would endanger the Hong, might have proved too great to resist 
the tem])tation of a]>proj)riating funds jtassing through his hand.s, and we trust your 
Honourable Court will deem this a suflicient rea.son for the apprehen.sion.s exprc.sscd, and 
the advance made. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 16th J.anuary 181.5. 

Par. 12. I r is unnecessary for us to repeat the probable consequences of so many of 
the Merchants becoming bankrupts, and the hcavj’ additional taxation that would fall on 
the trade, to enable these debts to be dischiirged. Our anxious entleavours have been 
constantly employed to give full eflect to the arrangenient. 

13. We have met with difficulties proceeding, as we believe, from the jealou.sy of the 
Senior Merchants, and their desire to engross the European trade, these dilliculties Imve 
been increased by a want of energy and conduct on the part of those Merchants whose 
Hongs we arc endeavouring to sustain. We have only to rely on our own firmness and 
determination in resisting any attempt that may be made, and when tite Senior Meu- 
chants are convinced that wo are resolveil to persevere in the arrangenient, we may hoi)e 
to be allowed to carry it on without molestation. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated I6th January 1815. 

Par. 68. We have on other occfisions so fully stated to your Honourable Court the 
many and serious consequences to the Trade lliut must inevitably ensue from the failure 
of .so many of the Hongs so deeply indebted, and whose debts would fall on the Euro¬ 
pean trade. We will confine ourselves at present to the remark that, under existing 
circumstances, we consider the advances made to enable the Merchants to discharge 
their duties to Government, and also the requisite advances to defray tbe disbursements 
of their respective Ilongs, to be as necessary tintl expedient ns any payments made to 
the Tea Merchants anil otliers, in return for goods actually delivered ; at the same time 
we had a right to expect, that the officers of the C'unton Government would consider 
the advances made in u liberal point of view, and relVain from unjust practices, 
especially when thc.se more particularly affected us; but front the officers of the Chinese 
Govermneut we know, from experience, neither rectitude of conduct, or liberality of 
sentiment can be expected ; when an officer enters on his situation, his attention is not 
excited to a due and just performance of its iloties, but to the profits that may accrue 
from it. 

69. Tlie officer whose conduct has called forth the remark made by your Honour¬ 
able Court, was notwithstanding, a mild and inocUo-ale man compared with his ytrede- 
ces.sor.s; and, although we experienced several vexation.s interruptions, there was at all 
times a great readiness shown by the lloppo Le to receive, discuss, and adjust anv 
complaints we might have ocea.sion to carry bel()re him, and, on the whole, we should 
be well pleased to see the office filled by him again. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Director.s, dated 11th March 1815. 

Par. 12. M'k are wholly unable at the present moment to hazard an opinion us to 
what may l)e the Viceroy ’s course of proceedings in regard to the Ilongs of the Junior 
Merchants; we cannot but indulge a hope, that the more accurate information that we 
stippose he must have obtained, together with the obvious policy of permitting the Junior 
Merchants to continue, will operate on the decision of the Viceroy, in permitting their 
Hongs to continue as before. 

13. The question, its it relates to Sir George Staunton, we understand is considered 
to be completely set at rest, by the clear and strong statement made by the Merchants; 
the Viceroy, it is saiil, most fully concurred in the tenor of the document, and that it 
was immediately transmitted to Pekin; we cannot but hope that the Viceroy’s views on 
the other points connected with the foreign trade have undergone a favourable change. 

14. We should greatly regret giving your Honourable Committee grounds for 
believing that the situation of the Honourable Company’s affairs and interest in China 
were in a more favourable state than is really the case; we have considered it necessary 
therefore, to take the earliest opportunity of laying every document before your Ho¬ 
nourable 
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iiourable Committee, from whence it wiJi be seen, the attempts tli^t have been made to 
overturn the present system of the trade, the change that was proposed to he cstablisJied, 
the measure we have pursued in the hope of defeating the attempt, and the danger that 
still threatens the Honourable Cotnpany’s interest, and the trade generally at Canton. 

15. The measure of suspending the commercial intercourse (particularly should it be 
necessary for any length of time) is attended with such injurious eflf'cctsS, that nothing 
but the conviction that no other measure is left for our adoption, in order to obtain for¬ 
bearance on the part of the Chinese Government, can justify our resorting to it, and 
for the efficacy of the measure we depend only on the consequences that may be sup¬ 
posed will arise to the Chinese Government from so extensive a trade being suddenly 
interrupted. 

16. Your Honourable Committee will not fail to appreciate the difficulties experienced 
iti conducting.so extensive a trade, exciting the views and interests, and exposed to the 
intrigues of designing persons, protected by no laws or regulation.s, while the superior 
officers of the provincial government are leagued with or assisting the parties acting 
against us. To resist such a combination the Committee alone can scarcely be expected 
to prove etjual, and it will he for your Honourable Committee to determine on the 
measures best calculated to support and preserve the Honourable Company’s interest in 
China. 


(K) 
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EXTRA(.'T JyE'I'TER in the Public Department, from the SELEl'T CGMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 12th March 1815. 

Par. 38. We have lately been informed by Conseequa and the Junior Merchants that 
they are tinder considerable apftrehensioiis, in consetjuence of Edicts which have been 
received from the Emperor and the Viccrov', relative to the foreign trade, and to their 
Hongs in particular. 'J'hey stated that the Merchants indebted to foreigners are ordered 
to be removed. 

39. We requested that the documents might be put into our possession, which request 
the Merchants have declined compliance with, in consequence, as they have privately 
assured us, of the advice of the Hoppo. 

40. By a second Imperial Edict, relative to the foreign trade, we understand that the 
removing of ruch Merchants as are in<lebted to foreigners is again mentioned, and we 
understand that the Emperor positively directs Puankhequa to resume the situation of 
First Merchant. 

41. A measure so unjust, and .so manifestly injurious to the interests of the foreign 
trade at Canton, as breaking the Merchants who are indebted to foreigners, and whose 
heavy debts must necessarily fall on the trade in the shape of duties, we consider it to 
be our bounden duty to oppose in every way in our power. 

42. From the experience we have had of the conduct of the Government and the 
Merchants, during the last season and the present, whether proceeding from machina¬ 
tions of some among the Merchants, added to the want of exertion in others, or the 
hostile and unfriendly disposition of the superior officers of the Canton government, it 

appears 
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appears probable tliaj the return of Puankhequa may be attended with beneficial effects, 
as wc may hope he will have the power of repressing any evil designs, while his known 
firmness will enable him to explain ufiairs more freely to the officers of Government. 

biiiburrasstncnts _________ 

of ihe 

I long .Merchants. 

EXTRAC T LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Ilononrable Court of Directors, dated bth April 1815. 

Par. 7. Wk have the pleasure to acquaint your Honourable Court, Puankhequa has 
resumed the situation of First Merchant, in obedience to the Imperial Decree. 

8. On our Consultations, under date the 2d instant, your Honourable Court will 

find detaili'd the particulars of an interview we had with Puankhequa and the other 
Merchants on that day, relative to the affairs of the Hongs that are indebted to Eurtv 
pcatis. , 

9. We have already acquainted your Honourable Court with the serious conse¬ 
quences which we apprehended would attend the removal of the Junior Merchants, and 
that we should consider it our bounden duty to resist .such a measure on the part of the 
officers of Government by every means in our power. 

10. We have the satisfaction to state, that we have since been informed by Pinqua, 
that the lloppoluis expressed himself to be fully aware of the embarr.assmcnt that would 
arise to the general trade of Canton, shouhl the measures proposed be carried into effect, 
and that he has promised to use his utmost endeavoxirs to obtain the \’iceroy's concur¬ 
rence to the support of the Junior Hongs, on the return of that officer from the tour 
of inspection in which he is at present engaged. 


(HINA fAI'ERS. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SEI.ECTCOMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Director.s, dated 9th April 1815. 

Par. 4. On the 4th instant We had the satisfaction to hear through Pinqua, that the 
IIoppo had given him the strongest assurances of his intentions to support the Junior 
Merchants, as far as was in his power, and that he should spare no entreaties or argu¬ 
ments in inducing the Viceroy to concur. lie proposed to avail himself of an curly occa¬ 
sion after the Viceroy’s return to Canton, ns he is at present absent on a tour ol inspec¬ 
tion. 

5. The assurances of the IIoppo, so .strongly and unequivocally expressed, have hud 
the effect of removing, in great measure, the doubts that the various reports respect¬ 
ing the intentions of the Government towards the Junior Merchants had excited; and 
wi; were in consequence enabled to as.sist the .Junior Merchants in their arrangements 
with their European creditors, by granting bills on the Honourable Court for the 
amount of the balances due to them, together with a further sum beyond the amount 
which we were actually iiulebtcd; and in consideration of all circumstances our bills 
were drawn at a rate of 5s. (id. })er dollar, payable in twelve months. 


6. The 
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(». The communication made by Piiujiia will further enable ns ,to proceed with the 
necessary urrangements for providing the investment of the ensuing season; and as the 
jteriod of making the advances on the Twnnkays is arrived, our contracts with the Mer¬ 
chants will be made immediately after the sailing of the Scaleby Castle. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the .SLCLECI' COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated .‘JOili Ajiril 1815. 

Par. 4. In compliance with the orders of this Ciovcrnnient, Puan-khe-<pia lias taken 
charge of bis Hong, having efl’ected, through superior address with the Viceroy and 
others of the officers of the (Joverninent, the complete exclusitm of his hrotliers ami 
other brunches of his family, who before parlici|)iitcd in the profits of the Hong. 

5. In consideration of Puan-khe-qua’s former situation, w<! propo.sed in our division 
of tlic hasiness to allot to hint llie proportion annually appropriated to the First Mcr 
chant, but on oiir intentions being cumiuuiiicated, Puan-khe-qim declined doing hiisi 
ness to this extent, on tlie plea of want of capital (unless we would assist him with ad¬ 
vances), and further, tliat we must stipulate to pay up the amount of his teas at the 
close of the season. 

(i. We mu.st observe, tliat I’lian-klie-qna advanced another urgiimeiil, which, coulil 
it lie relied on, does him more credit, wliicli w.a.s, tliat lie was unwilling to interfere with 
our arrangements respecting the Junior Merchants, as by the extent of their dealings 
with us their circumstances and credit were chiefly to be re.stored. 

T, Under the unusual sli[)ululiou of his account being paid ofl'at the close of the sisi- 
soii, and which we cannot possibly suppose the real state of his cajiital to wanaiii, to¬ 
gether witli the obvious policy of assisting tlie Junior IVlercliaiits, the wishes expre.ssttl 
Ijy Puan-klie-qua to engage in business with us on a more limited scale than we had 
propo.sed, were readily acceticd to. 

,8. The conduct of Cliiinqua, in tlie opinion of the Committee, was such us to ivu rii 
the severest marks of their displeasure; and an entire discontinuance of all conimerrial 
transactions between the Company and Cliunqiia would have been the proper return loi 
his unjustifiable proceedings towards us. On the return of Puan-klie-qua, however, we 
did not feel altogether confident us to the line of conduct he might think it projier to 
pursue; and as Ctiunqua appeared to us to promise the best, if not tlie only clieck on 
Puan-khe-qua, should he propose to embarrass the trade with restrictions, we deemed it 
rather politic to continue our busine.ss with Chunqua. Accordingly we made contract.^ 
with him to the same extent as in this season. 

9. After the experience we have liad of Chuiiqua's conduct, it is apparent tliat im 
reliance can he placed on him, and it will require a coiisidcrahle period of .service to re 
move the unfavourable impressions that Ins conduct has given. We must hope that the 
sums of money that these intrigues cannot hut cost liim, together with the failure of liit 
ends proposed, will induce him to see liis real interests, and urge liim to use such infiii 
euce as he may possess with the officers of Government in disposing them favourahly lo 
wards that trade by which he benefits. 
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10 With the exception of a reduction from Pinqua’s business, who is considered as 
the second Merchant in our division of business, the allotment to the other Merchants 
was the same as in this season. 

11. We are still unable to speak decidedly of the Viceroy’s intentions respecting the 
Junior Merchants. Since his return to Canton we understand he has expressed his in 
tention of making inquiries into the state of the Merchants’ accounts with foreigners ; 
but we believe he cannot but be now full\' aware of the impolicy of carrying his fornu r 
intentions of removing these Hongs into effect. 

12. In the course of the communications which have passed on this subject, we have 
liad opportunities of hearing imlirectly that the principal officers of the Canton Govern¬ 
ment, as well ns the IIoppo, were fully aware of the expediency of the Government not 
interfering with tin; Hong Merchauls. The question, however, appears to rest entirely 
with the Viceroy to decide, and it is much to be regretted that the presumption and ob¬ 
stinacy of his character is unfortunately such as to leave the question still in doubt. 

13. M'e are unwilling to anticipate evils, but in the event of the Junior Merehanis 
being removed, the strongest appeal against the ^'^iceroy’s injustice will be required from 
us; and we .should hope a subject of such importance could not fail to excite the atten¬ 
tion of the Imperial Government of Pekin, where we must further hope the conduct ol 
the \’iceroy towards us, in this and in the preceding season, would meet with severe 
censure. 


EX'l'RACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at ('anton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 12th October 1813. 

Par. 23. Wk have much .satisfaction in acquainting your Honourable Court, that the 
question relating to the continuance of the Hongs of the Junior Merchants is considered 
as being finally settled, the Viceroy having made such a report to Pekin, as will ensure 
a favourable reply from the Imperial Government; and we beg to offer our congratula¬ 
tion.-; on an arrangement effected in opposition to great and peculiar difficulties, and of 
the most material importance to the British commercial interests generally at this port 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 3d December 1815. 

Par. 7. Wk have transferred to our I’ublic Department the several documents and 
our proceedings on the question of the continuance of the Hongs of the Junior Mer¬ 
chants, and as far as we can judge from appearances at present, we believe we may con¬ 
gratulate your Honotirable Committee on the favourable termination of that highly im¬ 
portant (jiiestion. 


Exikac'i 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE ^ j, ^ 

at Canton to tlie Honourable Court of Directors, dated 12th January 1816. Rcdro»s <>( 

Gricvanres. 

Par. llS. The approbation that your Honourable Court have been pleased to ex- ^ ~ 

press of the measures adopted, and of the arrangements made to enable the .Iunu)r Mer ' ' '*"(•**,'ll*,'."* ' ^ 
ehants to carry on their business, affords us the highest satisfaction. IIoiij; Men hunts 

144. We have on former occasions so fully submitted our sentiments on this subject 
to your Honourable Court’s consideration, that it is scarcely necessary for us liere to re¬ 
peat, that the continuance of the Hongs in question we consider to be of the greatest im¬ 
portance, not only to the interests of the Honourable Company, but to the foreign 
trade generally. We hope that no circumstances will be permitted tf) occasion any ma¬ 
terial interference or interruption in the arrangements at present exi.sting for the extri¬ 
cation of the .lunior Merchants from their embarrassments. 

145. Our discussion with the Chinese Government during the hist, and at the com¬ 
mencement of the present season, having been already transmitted, your Honourable 
Court will have been enabled to judge how powerfully the present system for the conti¬ 
nuance of the Junior Merchants in business was assailed, first by the provincial officers, 
and afterw.ards with the authority of the Pekin Government. 

146. From the tenor of our communications during the last sca.son, your Honour¬ 
able C-ourt will have ob.served that we considered the di.scussion.s in which we were 
involved not only during that period, but also in the year preceding (when the question 
relative to Mr. Roberts was agitated), to have had their origin in apian for the removal 
of the Junior Merchants, when the arrangements made for their extrication from their 
embarrassments must necessarily have ceased. 

147. I'he project to e.ff’ect the removal of the Junior Merchants was very deeply laid, 
and very powerfully assisted, first by the superior provincial officers, and subsetpiently 
by the Imperial authority; and we believe, from what has since occurred, that nothing 
but the superior officers of Government becoming convinced that the’ removal of the 
Junior Merchants would be followed by the su.spension of the foreign trade, preserved 
tljem from being declared bankrupts, and sent into banishment. 

148. On our Public Proceedings, under date the 1st December, the official rejdy 
of the Viceroy and Fooyuen to the Emperor on this .sidiject is entered ; this document, 
we are informed, may be considered conclusive as to the continuance of the Hongs of 
the Junior Merchants, and we hope that they are not likely to be again disturbed. 

149. Under the conviction that it is of the highest importance to the interest of the 
Honourable Company that the Junior Merchants should be extricated from their ciu- 

* barrassed situation, we shall not fail to consider it our special duty to afford every pos¬ 
sible assistance in forwarding .so desirable a measure, and in giving effect tc such ar¬ 
rangements as the trustees may have in view for that purpose. 


3 S 2 
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EXTRACT LETTER iu the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at C.'iiitou to the Hoiiuiiruhle Court of Directors, eluted 23d Feltruary 1816. 

Pur. 11. Youii Iloiiourahle Committee will see recorded on our Public Consultations 
a translation of tlic Imperial Edict in favour of the Junior Merchants, which we trust 
tnav In; con.sidered conclusive of their future stability. 

12. Our faith in this doeumenl, together witli a conviction that the general interests 
<»1' the trade require us to give every possible effect to the instructions of the Honour¬ 
able Court in favour of sufiporting tlic credit of the Junior Merchants, have induced ns 
to give them the aid of the Honourable Company thi.s .season towards the discharge of 
another instalment of tlicir debt to tlieir Enropeati creditors, although the large arrear 
due by them for the amount of the duties advanced by Pinquu and others, upon the 
Company’s security, might otherwise seem to demand our prior and exclusive attentioji 
for its liquidation. 

13. Rut we have con.sidered it our duty on no account to allow the favourable eflect 
upon their credit, arising from the late Imperial Edict, to be counteracted by the dis¬ 
couraging circumstance immediately following, of their total failure in respect to a pre¬ 
sent dividend, and which failure might have the effect of reviving, in the minds of im¬ 
patient and ill-judging individuals, a wish to re-sort to other more summary modes of 
oljlaining, or of at least applying for justice against the Hong Merchants, and whose 
ellects, whatever they might be to the creditors themselves, we know would be decidedly 
and unequivocally pernicious to the interests of the Honourable Company. 

I f. 'I'he arrear lor the amount of duties we fear we shall find to be augmented by the 
further sum of about 100,000 tales, whioli I’inqua has informed us, with some degree of 
mystery, is the probable amount of the sacrifice they will have ultimately to make to the 
oflicers of thi.s 1 rovincial Coverument (as alhuled to in our Secret Consultations of the 
early part of this seasoti), for their assistance in averting the destruction which hung over 
them. 

15. We have only to hope that the increasing credit and respectability of these Mer¬ 
chants, w ill enable them to carry on their business so successfully, as to admit of thgir 
setting ajiaiT a sum out of their profits, adequate both to the discharge of their European 
debt, and the portion of the Chinese debt guaranteed as above by the Company, within 
a reasonable period. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 28th January 1831. 

Par. 21. In our Public Consultations, under date 3th Januaiy, your Honourable 
Court will observe a letter and enclosure from Mr. Jardine, acting as trustee in behalf 
ol the creditors of Chunqua’s Hong. 

22. These claims have been in abeyance for nearly two years; and as it appears that 
the creditors were now quite hopeless of obtaining any redress or justice, excepting 

through 
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througli the influence which we might possess with the Clunese Government, they ap¬ 
plied to us for aid, which, under the circumstances of the case, we have considered it 
our duty to afford them. 

23. We beg leave to refer your Honourable Court to our Public C«)nsultations, under 
the dates noted in the margin, for the detail of the laigociations we have entered on 
with the Government; and the statements made by the Hong Merchants on this subject. 
Wu arc Jiappy to say that we have been so far successful as to obtain an acknowledg¬ 
ment of the justice of the claims, and that the Cohong hold tlieinselves responisible /or 
the discharge of the debt. W'e have also obtained a positive pledge from the Mer¬ 
chants, that two lacs of dollars shall be paid before the new year, and a third lac during 
the lib moon of the ensuing year, being the proceeds of the disposal of a part of 
Chun(|ua’.s property. 
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(.<>—ATTK.MFT OF THE CIIINKSE I’O KSTAUI.TSII A OOllONG. 


KXTllAC r l.K'n'Kll in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 22d February 181/.. 


Par. 275. In our proceedings, as stated in the margin,i’ your Honourable Court 
will observe the attempt that was made in the early part of the season to establish 
Cohong Regulations, and the steps taken by the Committee. 

276. Immediate applic.ation was made to the Merchants .and lloppo, from whom we 
received the strongest assurance, that as far ns Europeans were concerned, nothing was 
intended; the latter asserting, that it was merely for the purpose of insuring the pay¬ 
ment of the Imperial duties, and the Merchants that the regulations existed merely in 
form. • 

JJ77. How far these assertions may be relied on, remains to be proved. Hitherto the 
form of affixing a value on the goods Is all that has been attempted; nor has it had the 
effect of preventing higher duties being given the day following; and it may be further 
observed, that Pinqua, who, os director, established 13/. 7m., as the price for the Com¬ 
pany’s cotton, subsequently purcluesed it at 14 tales per pecul. 

278. If the establishment of a Cohong system was to he seriously attempted, it would 
become the duty of all trading to this port flrmly and decidedly to resist; much delay 
and inconvenienoe might arise irom the discussion; at the same time there appears good 
grounds to liclieve, a united and well conducted resistance would ultimately prove 
successful. 

Extract 


Alleui|il III 
establish a ('iibuiig. 


Janukryi, 6, 12, 15, 25. 


t June 18, 28; July 17 ; ami August t, 5. 
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EXTllAC r LETTER from tl.e SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 22d February 1814. 

Pai-. 22. We have recorded, under these dates,*' some communications made to us 
relative to the establishing the Cohong system. 

23. Tlie Merchants must positively deny all knowledge of the proposition having been 
m.'ide, and at the same time express their decided objections to the establishing this 
sy.stem ; how fur they arc sincere it is impo.ssible to s.ay; but we have little to depend 
on either their liberality or their judgment, for if they po.ssessed either, the attemjtt 
would be decidedly discouraged, ns the ultimate ruin of the trade must be the result of 
the estiiblishing such a system. 

24. For the present we are disposed to believe that it is merely a form gone through 
of affixing a price on all goods at the Consoo house. Should the attempt be seriou.sly 
made t(> cslablLsh the system, it will re(|uirc the firm and decided refusal, on the part of 
Europeans, to trade till the.se regulations are rescinded ; and if proper!}' pursued, this 
mode of resi.stancc will doubtless prove successful, although considerable delay may be 
the consequence. 


EXTRACT LETTER in. the Secret Department, from the PRESIDENT of the 
SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Chairman of the Court of Directors, 
dated 23d February 1815. 

Par. 2. On the 11th I received privately a copy of an Imperial Edict from Pekin 
respecting the foreign trade. A translation of this document I consider it proper to trans¬ 
mit to you by the earliest conveyance that olfers. 

3. This document confirms the aj)prehensions entertained by the Select Committee, 
that in the proceedings of the Canton Government, particularly in the montlis of Sep¬ 
tember and October last, some attempts werft meditated against the privileges allowed to 
the foreign trade, by the establishing the; Cohong ; and in order the more eflectiiall}' to 
carry this point, the ruin and removal of some of the .Junior Merchants, who might be 
disposed to assi.st us in resisting the project, was in contemplation. 

4. By the measures of resistance adopted by the Committee, the attempt appears to 
have been defeated for the time, as the officers of the Canton Government found them¬ 
selves placed in too delicate a situation, (the prospect of the foreign trade being com¬ 
pletely interrupted), to persevere on their own authority. The instigators of these 
attempts were therefore obliged to look for further assistance, and, by a course of 
intrigues, it would appear that they have succeeded in gaining the imperial sanction; 
evidently, however, by imposing false statements on his Majesty. 

5. From a perusal of the document it will at once appear that the complaint of an 
umijual distrilmtion of the Company’s business must come from one of the senior mer¬ 
chants. 


* June 17; July 4; and Augutt 11. 
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chants. Unless urged by one of these, a circumstance so entirely out of the concerns of 
the officers of government could not have been thought of; indeed, the whole of the 
cotitents of this document, when we connect them witlt the occurrences of this season, as 
also of the last (namely, the order to establish the Cohong system in July 1813, and 
the discussions respecting Mr. Roberts), all terul to confirm me in the belief that these 
measures originate either with Pinquaor Chunqua, for Mowqua appears to stand com¬ 
pletely ucipiitted. 

6. 'I'he little cordiality shown by Pinqua generally towards the English, and an 
equally strong bias towards the .4mcricuns, with whom he has many concerns, and 
whose ships arc loaded on his own account, might induce suspicions to be attachetl to 
him ; but then again his general conduct in su]>porling the Junior Merchants, by assisting 
them in arranging their contracts, his becoming security' for, or in advancing their duties; 
and his arguments to me have invariably, when the .situation of these merchants was dis¬ 
cussed, been in favour of their being supported. These circumstances, combined with his 
known dislike to anyintercour.se with the officers of his government, strongly concur in 
inducing the Committee to exculpate Piiupin; while, from every concurring information 
and circnmsiaticc, there appears to be e(|ually strong and sufficient reasons for fixing 
the measure on Chunqua. 

7. 'J'he official edicts respecting native servant.s, the seizure of the linguist Ayoii, the 
finncniing the irritation of the government, in consetpiencc of the supposed continued 
aggre.ssions on Chinese neutrality by llis Majesty 's ship Doris, had for their object the 
involving the Committee in a serious discussion with the Government, in which it wa.s 
no doubt fully ex[)ected that the Committee would have been intimidated into submission 
and compliance with any measures that might have been resolvetl on by the Canton 
Government. 'I’liese measures would huve been the ruin and removal of several of 
the junior Hongs, and the establishment of the Cohong system, of which, from his 
influence, Chunqua would have become the sole director. Ry effecting the removal of 
the other merchants, a larger proportion of the foreign and Company’s traile would have 
fallen to his sh.are, whilst he jiossessed the means and authority to affix the prices of ali 
commodities. 

8. On the trade being suspended by order of the Viceroy, in September, had the 
Committee proceeded to request the government to withdraw its prohibitions, or had any 
anxiety been expressed on the subject, the price of loading the ships would have been 
the completion of Chuiiqua’s views. Fintling, however, that the Committee took such 
decided measures, and that they also refused to trade, the Viceroy and Canton govern¬ 
ment became alarmed as to the consequences to themselves, and were therefore unwil¬ 
ling to proceed, and accordingly the arrangement with Sir George Staunton was 
ef fee led 

1). From the information that 1 have been enabled to collect, it appears that the 
Viceroy and .superior officers of the Canton Government were by no means aware of 
being (as they were in fact), Uwls in the hands of Chunqua, or were they made acquainted 
with the precise objects he hud in view. Living entirelj removed from all intercourse 
with foreigners, the superior officers of the Government arc generally very ignorant 
respecting foreign trade, and are enabled to form but very imperfect ideas of the 
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character and conduct of the Honourable Company’s servants; hcncc, by pjaininp; the 
persons about tlie superior officers, whetiier relatives, clerks, or domestics, Chunqna is 
enabled to give a bias on the occurrence of any affair; and on this their officers ground 
their jirocecdings. 

1(». From the tenor of the document, as it relates to an intpiiry into the debts owing 
by the Junior Merchants, proposing their removal, and future rcguhitions for the 
trade, it will be obvious that it is of most serious im])ort to the interests of the 
Honourable Company in China. If these orders are carried into effect, and tin; 
Merchants arc declared bankrupts, their debts, to the amouttt nearlj' of 4,000,000 of 
dollars, w'ould remain to be levied from the trade in the shape of Consoo cliarges. A 
circumstance, in my opinion, not more to be dreaded than that the trade should fall 
under the exclusive management of oitc or even two Merchants. To preserve the trade 
from this most serious injury, it will require every exertion that the (’ommittee have it 
in their power to make, by firmly resisting, or in other words, by siispentiing the trade, 
should the Merchants be threatened, and at the same time to endeavour to impress on 
the Viceroy the serious consctjuences that will follow. 

11. The personal attack on Sir (leorgc Staunton may almost be considered 
unworthy of notice. It proves that no measures will be left untried to carry their 
point. It was expected (as it was no doubt, when the objections to Mr. Roberts were 
revived), that this personal attack would have the effect of intimidating, and operate 
in preventing any resistance on the part of the Committee, from an apprehension 
of personal lo.ss and inconvenience to themselves. The Committee can only rely on the 
confidence and support to be given them by the Honourable Court of Director.s ; for 
unless they shrink from the discharge of their duty, and surrender the conduct of their 
afl'airs to the management of ('hunijua, they must be prepared to expect that thc.st- 
personal attacks will be repeated. There is in fact no charge, of whatever nature it 
may be, whether of treason against the State, or a violation of the laws and regu¬ 
lations of the Empire, that Chunqua may not procure to be alleged against any 
Member of the Committee; and with the same facility’, by means of the bunilxM) or 
torture, any number of witnesses may be brought forward to attest the truth of the 
accusation. 

12. It is impossible for me, at present, to say what measures the Ciovernment may 
pursue in consequence of this Edict, or whether farther orders may be received from 
Pekin. 1 am unable, tberefore, to state what measures the Committee may be called 
on to adopt to defeat their projects. 1 chiefly rely on the conviction with which I 
trust the Government and the Merchants are impre.s.sed, that the Committee will not 
submit to the proposed regulations; and the attempt to carry them into effect will be 
the ruin of the trade. 

13. The serious consequences that may be expected to follow the suspension 
of the flireign trade have, I understand, been aln ady brought to the consideration 
of the Viceroy and superior officers of the Provincial Governmetit. The number 
of persons of various ilescriptions that wouhl be deprived of employment and 
exposed to want, woiUd soon become discontented, insurrections and disturbances, 
bands of robbers by land, and pirates by water, would be the conseipience, and 
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which this weak and corrupt Government cannot contemplate without the most serious 
apprehensions. 

11'. From tlie communications that have I)ecn made to the Honourable tlie 
Secret Committee, more particularly in the last and present season, the anxious 
and didicidt situation in which the Select Committee are placed cannot fail to 
apj)e»r. It will he seen that the <‘xt('nsive trade carried on, suflicient to exciu; 
the views and desii'iis of interested persons, is wholly unprotectctl hy any laws or 
regulations. From the systematic 0 orrii]>tion and venality of the officers of (hn'ern- 
ment, those who should he the protectors of the trade ar«‘ found to l)e leagued 
against it. It will he seen that little or no assistance is to he derived from the 
other Hong Meri-hants, who scarcely can ht' dependetl on for even commiinicaling 
what occurs. 'I'he Committee have therefore only to rely on their judgment to 
decide on, and their firmness to pea-severe in, the measures they may adopt to pre¬ 
vent the injury that the trathr is threatened with: as their representations and 
remonstrances are either rejected or not attended to, there remains no alternative 
to obtain ii hearing or redress, than suspending the trade they are appointed to 
carry on. 

I.'i. 'i’he disadvantages that the Coiuinittee labour under in being compelled to resort 
to this extreme Jiieasure, are obvious. The injury anil the lo.ss that must necessarilv 
attend an interruption to the trade, cannot hut strongly intluce a disposition to question 
the ex peilieney or the necessity for the imaisiire. INIany points may induce a liiscnssion 
with the (lovernmcnl, that imiy at first sight appear trivial ; while to those more 
ex|jericneed, and more intimately acipiainted with the character and conduct of the 
officers ol the Chinese Government, are known to involve most important consequences. 
It may he further noticed, that the Chine.se officers of Government, habituated in deceit 
and misreiiresentation, assume a plausible and specious mode of reasoning, that it is 
ladculated to mislead those who have to judge at a distance. M'e rely with confidence 
on the discernment and on the indulgence of the Honourable Court of Directors, at the 
.same time, from the considerations here adverted to, however the Committee, may feel 
satisfied, and know that they are duly discharging the duties of the irnjiortant trust 
reposed in them, cannot fail to excite a degrei- of anxiety as to the future decision th.ii 
is to he passed ujxm lhi;ir conduct. 

16. In the situation in which the trade is phici.d, it is liahh; to he interrupted at the 
caprice of an individual; and should the Viceroy for the time chance to be rather more 
ignorant, and at the same time more violent in disjiosiiion than his predecessors, a com¬ 
plete interruption to the tiade must inevitably en.sue. 

17. There appears to he no mode so likely to prevent these injurious consequences 
as that of establishing a direct and frequent communication between the two Govern¬ 
ments. Missions on a fur more moderate scale jji;in liie former Emha.ssy may prove 
fully as efficacious. No ])articular act or apjiearance of favour, or concession, need be 
expected from the Chine.se Government, ^'hc beneficial elTects will be in placing the 
British nation on a more respectable footing with respect to China; and their frequent 
communications, independent of the superior advantage an F.mbtissv will now possess 
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of English interpreters, will prove to the Provincial Authorities that remonstrances can 
be conveyed to Pekin. 

I have the honour to remain, Honourable Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) J. T. Elpuinstone. 

Canton, 23d February 1815. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 11th March 1815. 

Par. 4. We have the honour to forward by tlic Cambridge a copy of our proceeduigs 
in this Department since the departure of the Earl Spencer, to which we beg to refer 
your Honourable Committee for the detail of tlie important documents issued by the 
Chinese Government respecting the Foreign Trade, together with our sentiments 
thereon. 

5. By the Russian shij) Henry, our President had the honour to forward, addressed 
lo the Honourable the Chairman, a copy of the Edict received from Pekin, recorded 
in our diary under date the 11th February. 

6. Since that date we have obtained the copy of an Imperial Edict, being in reply to 
the statement made by the Viceroy from Canton on the 30th November, wherein certain 
regulations for the Foreign I'rade were inoposcil, the documents are recorded under 
dale the 3d March. 

7. In our consultations of the 1 Itli I'ebruary and 3d March, we have endeavoured to 
trace and lo explain the causes that have excited the Chinese Government to tlu: 
measures they have adopted in the last and in this season, it will appear that the 
influence and the intrigues of Clniiujua, combined with the want of firmne.ss, and in 
the case of the di.scu.s.sion re.specting His Majesty’s .ship.s, a want of inclination on the 
part of Pinqua, m.aj' be considered as the sources I'rom whence our serious differences 
have proceeded 

H. In consequence of the resistance made to the measures of the Canton Government 
in October and November, and the arrangements they were induced to accede to with 
Sir George Staunton, C’humjua may be considered to have failed at that time in 
establishing what he hud in view, namely the removal of some of the Merchants, in 
order that he might have a larger proportion of the trade, and the establishment of 
the Cohong system in order that he might conduct that trade as it best suited to his 
purpo.ses. 

9. Determined, however, on making further attempts, he appears to have obtained 
by his influence a communication tc .be made to his Imperial Majesty, whereby mis¬ 
representation ns to the stale and conduct of the Foreign State, certain precautionary 
regulations were expected to be directed, as would be suited to his views; and in order 
to secure compliance on the part of the Committee, the personal attack, and charges 
alleged respecting Sir George Staunton, up|)eur to have been brought forward; these, 

it 
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it was no doubt expected, would fully answer the purpose of intimidating and of deter¬ 
ring any servant of the Honourable Company from disputing his wishes. 

10. As far ns the regulations respecting the Foreign Trade go, it woukl seem ih:it 
there is a singular coincidence in the report made by the Viceroy and that made through 
the influence of Chunqua. The report respecting Sir Ceorge Staunton is alto¬ 
gether without the knowledge of the Viceroy, while the recal of Fuankhcqtia to ofliciate 
as head Hong Merchant is known to he wholly intlepeiident of Chim(|ua, .as in fact no 
measure could more comjtlelely check his view and designs than the return of I’linnk- 
hequa. 

11. How far the Viceroy and Fooyuen acted under Chunqua’s influenct! is therefore 
uncertain ; or whether it still continues to operate and direct their dcci.sions, under the 
circumstances in which the Foreign Trade is placed, viz. a Merchant possc-ssing the 
extraordinary talents for intrigue, and the influence that Chunqua appears to posse.s.s, 
the extraordinary state of alarm and irritation that the distracted state of the empire 
seems to have occasioned to the Imperial Government, while at the same time the 
provincial authorities seem to be particularly ill-disposed, the return of a person of 
Puankheqiia’s character and firmness may be expected to be attendeil with beneficial 
effects. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the r.d)lic Department, from the SELEC'J’ C'OMMITTEK 
of Sijpracargoes at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 26th March 
1817. 

Par. 13. The judicious measures atlopted by our predece.ssors to clieck the Senior 
Merchants in their endeavours to establish the Cohong system, we hopt- have had their 
due cflecl, at least there docs not appear any outward or public wish to continue the 
attempt. The formal observances are still contiiuieil, anti the three Merchants arc 
only admitted to the Viceroy’s presence ; but we are inclined to believe our firm 
resistance to this measure is so well understood that no serious attempt will he made. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SEI.ECl' COMMITTEE 
at ('anton to the Court of Directors, dated 19lh March 182.5. 

Par. 40. In discussions with the provincial officers we have always evinced to the 
Hong Merchants our sense of the imjiropriety of ctmducting any public business to 
which every Hong Merchant is not a party; the only way we possessctl of demonstrating 
our opposition to the formation of a ( ohong w^by always insisting on the attendance 
of all the Merchants when the twt) Senior MerchauUs presented themselves with letters 
or communications with tlie Government. 

41. It is long since the establishment of a Cohong for commercial purposes was 
directed by the Provincial Government; nor are we aware of .my attempt on the part 
of the Senior Merchants to control the proceedings of their junior colleagues, or the 
existence of other influence than that whicli Pinqua naturally derives from the obliga- 
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lions whicli liis wtulih 1ms cniiblcd him to confer upon the principal part of the Junior 
Hoiifrs. 

42. From the division of interests which now exists among the Senior Merchants, 
there is little dread of any injury being derived to the commercial interest of the 
(Virnpany by their coalition, (.'hnnqua and Pintjua may rather be looked upon as 
contending rivals than be dreaded for the establishment of a community of proceetlings. 


EXTKACT LETTER in tlie Separate Department, from the SELECI'COM- 
MITTJ'ilO at C'anton to the (!onrt of Dircclurs, dated ilSlh January 18d0. 


Part of Par. 7. 'I'he forfeiture of tin- pledge given to foreigners by the A'iceroy, that 
the elder Chunqua should be caused to return to Eanton, is greatly destructive of confi¬ 
dence in the promises t>f the Cloxernment. Without eiiteriug into diseussiou upon the 
prohahle causes t)f such inconsistent acts, wc could only come to the decision that the 
(lohoiig system would be tlieivhy estahlished, whieh, hy placing the trade under the 
immediate control of the local government, facilitates their views of private emolument, 
iinpises fixed jirices iqion import and export eommoditii's, and, by destroying importation, 
tlirows the whole weight of governiiieut extortions upon the Tea Trade of the Honourable 
Comjiauy. 

Par. 8. The presi'ut stall' of the Hong afipt'ai's to afford a tempting opportunity for 
the introduction of the system to wliieb we allude. .iVt the bead is Howqua, a Merchant 
of great mercantile talent and pioperty, estimateil to be of large value, but whieli, unitcil 
with the natural timidity of his (li>|)osili<)n, renders him an easy jirey to (he avarice of the 
local officers. Puaukheipia, though siqqiosed to possess a eoiisideruhle jirojierty, cannot 
comjiete in trade with llowcpia, and has ahvays eonfined his dealings within fixed limits, 
conducting them in conformity with the views of the Senior Merchants. Mowqua, long 
a debtor of Howqua's, has lately incivased his obligations to maintain the very exi,stcnce 
of his Hong. At the time that this subject was under our consideration the Hong of 
Chunqua w'as neces.sarily deemed to he extinct. The respectability of the Hong o<' 
Goqiia dejxnids upon the life of a relation of the Merchant, now rendered exceeiliugly 
jirecarious hy age and sickness. It owed its restoration from bankruptcy in 1814 to a 
loan from Ilowtpia, and sinct* that time has ]>aid submissive deference to the will of that 
Merchant. The Hongs of Kincpia nn<l Fatqua cannot he viewed, commercially speaking, 
as of indeix'iident character. 

9. From the foregoing considerations, it results that Howqua exercises unlimited 
power over the interests of the whole foreign trade, while he is himself as iimncdiately 
subject to the control of the Government The establishment of the Cohong system is 
virtually effected, and it has been lately • ■'xcmplified in the case of the American tcatraile, 
the circumstances of which are as follows ; 

10. Upon the suspension of our trade this season, the American Merchants, encouraged 
by the prospect of licing the sole jmrehasers of tea in the market, combined to rctluce the 
price of that commodity below the standard of last year. 'I'his combination was for some 
time steadily adhered to, but was finally overruled by the influence of Howqua, ami 
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prices exacted exceeding considerably those of the ])receding season. The Anierican 
Merchants have hocn eonipelled to suhniit to this increased apj)reciati(in, whicli in some 
kinds of tea has amounted to eight tales per cent. 

n. A desire to destroy competition in trade has long characterized the policy of the 
('hinese Government. It was counteracted by the linn re.sistance of Mr. Eljdiinstone, 
President, with his colleagues tlie niemhers of the Select Committee, in the year 1814; 
and the g(M)d effects of that d»>eisive stand have extended up U) the present time. 'J'he 
Hongs ol‘ C’huni|ua and Manhop have of late years bee n principally instrumental in main¬ 
taining competition of ])rices, and we viewed with sincere ri-gret a door openeil for the 
introduction of the restrictive system, by the insolvency of the two Hongs above- 
mentioned. 

12. It is unnecessary to point out to your Honourable Gourt the ruinous prospect 
threatened to commerce by the exchange of commodities at fixed prices dictated by one 
})arty. Competition must ever be deemed the sourci' of .s|)irit and energy in trade; when 
withdrawn, a gradual decline will ensue in all countries, but e.specially when, us in this, 
it is accelerated by the rajjacity of a local government imlidereiit to every thing but tem¬ 
porary advantage to themselves. 

15. We have dreaded the approach of this alarming condition of affiiirs through tlu' 
whole ])rogress of our jiroceedings, and we vit'W' the pri-vention of it as of greater im]X)r- 
tance than all the other subjects wliich we have brouglit to the notice of the Government 
unitedly. Our suggestions of imjiroveinent of .system, and our claims for the redress of 
grievances, havt' imlecd all been founiled ujkju the principle of averting this great and 
im])ending evil, the precursor of the total annihilation of the trade. But if the Chinese 
Government would have ri'placed allairs in such a state as to reinovi' these a[)prehensions, 
by tlu' restoration of the Ilong of Chuntpia, and the establishment of new Hongs of 
respectability and projierty, even to a limited number, we should have been induced to 
wave other considerations. We beg to explain distinctly to your Honourable Court, that 
our proj)osals of reformation were ftjuiuled u|M)n the fact, which was acknowledged by the 
Government itself, that natives of substance would not engage in the foreign trade under 
the old system. We have never wishetl to fi>rce a commercial code U}X)U the Chinese 
authorities, at variance with the regulations of the Empire, but considered it incumbent 
to point out impediments, when the plea of impracticability was urged in defence of our 
non-compliance with the {msitive commands of the Court of Pekin. 

14. Seeing that the evil which we had dreaded at the commencement and through the 
j)rogr(*8s of this discussion, the introduction of the Cohong system, could no longer be 
viewed as a matter of doubt and speculation, but had actually been put in force, w e turned 
our attention to the circumstances under which we could renew commercial transactions, 
subject to the baneful influence of its action, and endeavoured to form an estimate of the 
probable success of our endeavours to resist it. 


( UI.VA l-.M'KKS 

(E.) 

Redress of 
(irievances, Ac. 


.Attempt to 
establish a t’olionp. 


(9.) Emuassv 



508 SECOND APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT of the 


I'MINA rAM'.RS. 

(15.) 

Redrew of 
(irievances. See. 

Lord Amherst’s 
Embassy. 


(!».)—EMBASSY UNDER LORD AMHERST. 


EXTllAC r LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Macacj to the Secret Committee of tlie Court of Directors, dated 0th June 1816. 

Par. 4. Ills Majesty’s sliip Orlando Inivinfr put us in jMJssession of your Honourable 
Court’s Instructions of the l.^th and 25tl» September and 4th October 1815, and the 
intellifrence of the intended Mission liaviiifi; almost immediately after bejrun to circulate 
amorifT lhi‘ Portupjue.se at this Settlement, uf)on the receipt of their newspapt-rs by their 
ships from Henpjal, we were sensible that not a moment wa.s to l)e lost in anticipating the 
effetrts of false and unauthenticated reports, by a fidl and ofHcia! communication on the 
subject to the local governmiait. 

5. On tlie 28th ultimo, we accordingly addressed his Excellency the I’ooyuen (who is 
the acting Viceroy) on this important sidyect, and transmitted our desj)atch express to 
Canton under cover to tlie Hong Merchants. We have since hud thi' satisfaction to learn 
from two Hong Mercliants, wlio were ordered to prin-eed to TVlacao by the Fixiyuen, 
that his Excellency has opened and read our address, and has engageil to forward a 
de.sjiatch on the subject expre.ss to Pekin, the moment lie has received our replies to cer¬ 
tain ((iieries of no material imjiortance, which were received on the 3d instant, and the 
answers transmitted by us to Canton to Sir 'J'lieophilus Metcalfe the same evening. 

0. Sir 'rhi-o|)hilus Metcalfe returned to liis station from llengal, and tixik his seat as 
second member of this Committee, on the 30th ultimo. On the same day, the .arrival of 
the Honourable Com})any’s shiji 'rhomas Orcnville ])uf us in possession of the letter from 
the Earl of Buckinghamshire to the Viceroy ; and Sir (leorge Staunton feeling it his duty 
to await at IMacao the arrival of his Excellency^ the Ambas.sador, Sir Theophilus Metcalfe 
readily offered his services to ])roceed to Canton in execution of the instructions received 
on this subject from your Honourable (kimmittee. He left M.acao in u chop boat on the 
Lst, accomjianied by Mr. IMorrison, Mr. Daniel], and Captain Clavell, of his Majesty’s 
ship Orlando, and we are in hourly expectation of some account of the opening of the 
business of his mission. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Macao to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 7th .luly 1816. 

Par. 1. Wk had last the honour*f6’address your Honourable (’ommittec in this depart¬ 
ment on the 1st of .Tune, by the American shiji Beverley, and have now the honour to 
forward a duplicate of the same. 

2. In our jwistscript to that letter we informed your Honourahle Cimimittcf that neces- 
tary arrangements h.ad been made at (’aiiton for presenting the letter from the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Buckinghamshire; w'e have now to congratulate your Honourable 

Committee 
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Ctimmittec on the readiness shown by the Fooyuen (acting as Vicfifroy) to receive this 
comnmnication, and the letter was placed in his hands by Sir Thet>philus Metcalfe, within 
four-and-twenty hours after his arrival at Canton. A requisition was made by Sir Thco- 
philus Metcalfe to be allowed the privilege of a seat during the audience; but this was 
refused, on the ground of the necessity on this impjrtant occasion of receiving this letter 
in the public hall of the j)alacc, called the Emperor’s Hall, in which Mand.arins of high 
rank, who must be present, would be standing; it was added, that should the Fooyuen 
require further information, he would receive Sir T. Metcalfe in a private room, and a 
seat would be granted. As at that time we were in daily expectation of the arrival of 
Lord Amher.st, it was highly desirable to meet the readiness shown upon this occasion, 
aiul of tlie utmost imjwrtance to en.sure a sjKicdy notihcatioii of the approach t)f the 
End)as8y at I’ekin. Sir T. Metcalfe therefore judgeil it proper to wave this privilege on 
the jiresent <»ccasion, and woultl not delay the communication by entering into a nego¬ 
tiation of which theixr appeared little j)rospect of success. On tin* 4th of June, Sir T. 
Metcalfe proceeded to tlie city, accompanied by Captuiii Clavell and such gentlemen of 
the Factory as were in (!anton. He expresses himself inucli pleased witli tlie receptifn\ 
lie met. 

d. On the 5th, a set of interrogatories were brought to the b’actory by the Merchants, 
which they asserted they were directed by the Fooyuen to put to Sir T. Metcalfe. To 
these appropriate replies were gi\en. 'I'be Merchants deeinretl that the report woultl be 
sent to IVkin on the following day, and every thing appeared most satisfactory. 

4. In a few day.s after it appeared that Captain ClaveM’s name had been put first in the 
paper delivered by them to the J'’ooyuen, and that he was considered as the person who 
had presenteil the letter. 'J'he Mi-rehauts called at the Factory to state that they had 
reci'ived an order directing them to give a bond, securing that the four gentlemen who 
presented the letter should remain for the answer from Pekin; Sir T. Metc.fdfe could noi 
but express his disjileasure at this act of the Merchants, as they had been fully apprised 
of the object of Cajitain Clavell in accompanying him, arising from a wish to pay his 
jiersoiud res]M;cts to the Fooyuen. With resjiect to any bond of security, they were at 
liberty to act as they pleased with n-speet to Sir 4'. Metcalfe, who would undoul<tedly 
remain for the answer; but they were wariietl of evil consequences to themselves should 
they bind themselves for any other person, more particularly a Captain in ITis Majesty’s 
Navy, who they well knew was indejiendent of the Select Committee, ^'he measures 
adopted by Sir T. Metcalfe to assist the Mertrlianfs in this dilemma are recorded in this 
tlcpartment, and we trust will mec't the a|)probation of your Honourable Committee. 
This affair occasioned the Merchants much trouble and long attendance at the palaci- for 
some days, and was as usual got rid of by an exjiedient. 

5. Every thing ajipeared to go on satisfactorily when Sir Theo])hilus Metcalfe left 
Canton, excepting some private conmumications^Pfftn llowipia and Puankhequa, with a 
view of di.ssuading Sir George Staunton from accompanying the I'anbassy. These are 
recorded on the !2()th ultimo, in a report from Sir 4’. IMetcalfe; and we beg to draw the 
attention of your Honourable Committee to the minutes entereil on this subject by that 
gentleman and the President on the 28th of June. Similar communications havi' .since 
been made to IMr. Uoberts, and it is not impossible that some intrigues or secret infiuence 
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may be yet employed', but we are willing to hope will not be attended with any success to 
the ultimate prcjiidiee of the public interests. 

(). The only reply which we made at the time to this communication wa.s, that we had 
not yet ri'ceivcd His Royal Highness the Prince Regent’s commands on the subject; but 
that wliatever they were, they certainly would and must be strictly obeyed. 

7. 'Fliese communications hare appeared to us wholly undeserving of attention, because 
we considered tlie objections of tlie Hong Merchants, exjjrcssed probably at the insti¬ 
gation of the local government, to arise entirely from those very circumstances which led 
to the determination of the authorities in England to consider Sir Grorge Staunton as a 
])r(»per person to be nominated a member of the Mission, and that th(?y are in fact not so 
jnuch jH'rsonal objections to him as objections to those objet;ts of the Einlwissy, which thu 
jK-esenee and eo-o])eration of a person uerpraiuted with the language of the country, and 
the late procc'edings of the local government, may be supposed ealcidated to promote. 

8. We have however laid these, and all other facts connected with the Phidjassy, 
unreservedly before Lord Amherst, in our several letters (as recorded) to hi.s Excellency's 
address, and these circumstances will Ik: further detailed by Sir George Staunton in 
jK:rson. 

9. Sir George Staunton re(juests us also to assure your Honourable Committee, that 
should His Maje.sty’s Commis.sioners take a different view of the subject from ourselves, 
no ))crsonal consideration of his ow n shall in the smallest degree interfere with the complete 
carrying into effect, of wfiat they shall deem upon consideration best for the jmblic. 
service. 

10. The delay which has taken place in the arrival of his Excellency' the Embassador, 
has exceeded sdl reasonable calculation that could have been formed, and placed us in a 
very painful state of suspense and perplexity. 

11. 'I'he .season is now so far advanced, and the answer from Pekin in all probability 
so very near at hand, that we have at present no other alternative but that of either 
waiting thi‘ arrival of the Imperial Edict, and thereby exjmsing His Majesty’s Mission to 
all the hazards so much deprixaled in your Honourable Committee s letter of the S7th 
Septend>er, or to resolve on Sir George Staunton’s proceeding at once to sea, with the 
other gentlemen attached to the Mission, and meeting the Andtassador at some place of 
rendezvous, where some further measures might be (X)ncerted without interruption, and 
whence the Embassy might ultimately proceed, if deemed advisable, without being 
exposed to interference or detention on the j)art of the Canton Government. 

12. It wtudd have been more pleasant and satisfactory to ourselves to have awaited the 
receipt of a more detailed communication of his Excellency’s wishes, as well as more 
rwent instructions from your Honourable (kmimittee, but the instructions and advices 
.already reet'ived fully authorize, in oiir opinion, the proposed stop, and its expediency 
under present eircumstanees appcarif*gf/ix> us to admit of no d(»ubt, it has only remained 
for us to ado](t such a style of communication on the subject to the local government, as 
might not in any event commit his Excellency or our honourable employers, and yet 
preclude all imputation of a mysterious or clandestine proceeding. 

13. We trust it will satisfactorily apjK?ar by the letters recorded on our Secret Pro¬ 
ceedings, tliat wo have done our utmost to reconcile these objects, and we feel assured that 

your 
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•lOiir Iloiioiinihli.' ('oiiiiiiittiT- will ivaJily pirci’ivr, that tlic diflicullk's whiih wi. now 
lann'iil wcTV such as tio foresight or [in.caution coiihl have prevented ; lor altlioii;.;-!! al lia 
tiiiu' the embassy was ;iniioLm<'ed, its approach was daily exjiected and calculated on willi 
.1 \yell-f^roun<letl confidence lon|>- hefore the prcsi'iit moment, the secret was not in oiu 
power to withliold {I)('in<>' universally circulated hy letters and iiewsjiajiers), and thei'e- 
fore an authentic and oflicial rejiort was the tally resource left against the most fatal anti 
injurious uiisri'presentations fnan private sources. 


(I(i.)_('()MmNA’IH»N OK 'J'llK ITCyV AIKKCII.VNTS IN CHINA. 


KXTUA(.''r I.ETTEIl in the Public Department, from tlie Sl'.Ll'.C'r t'.( )i\l M IT'i'liP 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, datetl lOlh December 1S1‘). 

Par. 10. F iNjn.s'o at tin- jiri'sent advanced period that the dii.piite was not m a tliantu l 
of adjustment, and the teas immediately reipiired being consetpielitlv uiiatailalile. we hat, 
deemed it incumlicnt upon us to take more actiie measiiri s for the assistance of liw ilong 
Merchants, and the most ready means tliat prc.sintcd iheni.selM's art' the hohliiig out siicli 
a threat ol' the non acceptance of .any te.is teiidoed or laaiiiifac tiircd In tiu ni, .a- may 
induce the princijials, who are ri'presented as t‘\erci.~ing (nerbearing iuihunce bv their 
seca'ssion, to weaken ;n.d |>erh.i])s abolisli tlw i \isting combimition. 

1 I. 'I’lie ])rinci[)al feature in the ti. inis leipilri'd by tlie 'I’ea Manufai turers is the laleii- 
tioii ol the whole choji in tluir warchouws. until a snllicient nunilua' of chests being 
inspected .and approved by the Ilong .Merchant, the sah- is to be finally concluded, and no 
longer subjected to the inlluence ol' any reilm lion, which, from inferiority to muster, or 
other cause.s, we may deian it neces.sary to impose. 

Ifi. Our conyiction of tlu- luaa-.s.sity of resisting an innovation fraught wilhsiudi dangar 
to <he future rpiality of the teas, to the interests of the d unior ^Merchants, the re-est.iblish- 
ment of whose circumstances w e are .so di'sirous of ell'eeting, and opening tln' door to 
future demands, which the successful ri'sult of the present might encourage the manufac¬ 
turers annually to prefer, has induced us to\iew the possibK'detention of the licet, and 
even a sacrifice of some of the superior teas, as tlm jirifiTable alti’rnative to the introduc¬ 
tion of a me.asure, which once established, we might in vain endeavour to rianove. 

l.E 'l''he Mr'rcliants wi're accordingly summoned, and informed that a manufai'.urer 
named Pun-luy-lau, sU[)portetl by 'I'suyu-Mow and 'I'song Fong, having been lepri'.'entcil 
to us as the principal leaders of this obnoxious i'(^ijj.]jiination, it was our intraition, if this 
.allair was not immediately arranged, to form the unallerabli- resolution of not receiving 
any teas purcha.serl from them, except on the terms and cunditions of winter purchasi s. 
After some observations from the Merchants, who attributed the present coalition to tlm 
rigour with which these teas are now appreciated and reduced, they promiseil to com¬ 
municate our resolutions to the manul'acturers, which they conceived might be attended 
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with good efl'oei, and were rather sanguine in their exj^ectations of the speedy restoration 
of the coiiunerce to its former footing. 

14. It is iiii{K)ssible for us to anticipate with any degree of certainty tlie success of this 
measure, or the result which may attend the exertions of the Hong Merchants in (juashing 
this coinhination, l)ut your Honourable Court may rely, that the detention of the shij)s, of 
the coinjmnnise of the immediate interests of the Company, however temporary, will not 
be resorteil by us, unless imjwjriously called for in prevention of })rospective evils of far 
more serious character. 


CXTRACT LEl'TEIlin the Secret Department, fi-om the SEI.ECT COMMITTEE 

at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 10th January 

1820. 

Far. 28. W k now proceed to lay bt'fore your Honourable C’ommittee an abstract of 
such part of our consultations as relates to the difficulties we have experienced from the 
eomhinatioii t)f the Black Tea Merchants. 

29. After the late des|mtch, finding that the teas immediately required by us wen 
unavailable, and that the dispute still remained without any prospect of an adjustment, 
we di'cmed it neces.sary to call upon the Tea Merchants themstdves for a statement of their 
real reipiisitions; and, accordingly, received from them a letter, in which theynu'uleiio 
abatement whatever in the most obnoxious part of their former demands, as they still 
insisted that the teas upon delivery shoidd not be subject to a reduction in price, on being 
found inferior to the muster. 

80. We then considered it our duty to adopt some decisive line of conduct, anti having 
IK) ihiubt of the combination being alone uplield by I'uan-luy-lau, anti two or three others 
of the more opulent 'rcatnen, while those who were less able to supjjort it would willingly 
give in to our terms, we framed a proposal which could afford no rea8f)nal)le grountl of 
comjJnint to the former; but which being rejected would ensure their punishment; and 
bv its advantages tem})t the latter class to recede from the combination. 

81. Having, in the first instance, summoned the Merchants, and reejuired from them fhe 
names of the manufacturers of the several chops of tea tendered to us of contract quality, 
they were next desireil to demand specifically of Puan-luy-lau, if he was willing to furnish 
his teas under the following stipulations: “ That in order to obviate the objections of the 
whole chop being marked previous to its final .acceptanco (an objection of which we could 
not deny thi‘ validity, since, in the event of a ehop being rejected, its value was thereby 
tleteriorated), thirty chests only should be taken out of their mat casings for examination 
anil taring, and on their agreement with the muster chest should ilepend the ucceptanci 
or rejection of the whole chop.” 

82. The y)rice we oflered for the 

/. /». 

1st class of teas was - - - 19 5 

2d .- - 18 5 

8(1 - - - - - 18 0 
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33. I'wo clays were allowed for the consideration of the above paoposal, and at tlu' 
expiration of that period the refusal of Puan-luy-lau bein^ implied by his silence, we sent 
back tbc musters of those chops belonging to him which had bc-en tendered to us. 

34. We determined then to make the same proposal to Heng Chun, another of the 
leaders of the cabal, and, in the event of his rcfu.sul, to offer generally to receive teas of 
any Merchant who woidd furnish them in the manner we wished. Should lliey all jxrsist 
in non-ac’cpiiescence, we resolved to <'ffer such a price to the devders, whose cbo})s had liecni 
tlirowii out of our investment us below c.()ntract quality, as we had every reasim to tin'nk 
lliey would accrept, in sjiite of any threats that might be held out by the others. 

35. We were not unaware of the risk which we hereby incurred of .some of the superior 
chops being withdrawn from our investment, and that we might be coiiijielled to pui'chasc 
indifferent teas at high prices; but we considered sucli an alternative as preferable- to sub¬ 
mission to the terms of the Tea .Merchants. We were sensible tex) of its being contrary 
to all ))robability, that a numerous body of men, whose decided interest it was to acccjit of 
the terms offered to them, would continue to be held in thraldom by a few individuals 
whose large ca])itals enabled them to bear the heavy loss arising from the pre-sent delay. 

.36. On the 3‘)th ultimo we U-arnt, that lleng Chun had not only refused to deliver his 
teas on the terms projxised to him, but that the Tea Dealers had assembled and .slgm-d a 
dc'claration not to deliver a chest until we had lirst received the chops belonging to I’uan- 
luy-lau and Heng Chun. It then became nece.s.sary for us to consider what temptation 
in jirice we should offer to the owners of the teas which had proved below contract 
<]uality. 

.37. On forming our determination on this point, we conceived that w-hen the im])ortance 
of the object to be gained was taken into consideration, such decidedly advantageous 
terms shouhl be beld out as could not be rejected by the poorer 3\-a .Merchants. It was 
resolved, therefore, that the price offered to them should be 18 Ts. In tlu- event of tlu 
succ(?ss of the pro]x>sed measure, it was at the same time necessary to guard against tlu- 
obligation of rweiving teas of very inferior (piality, and to a great extent, at tlu- enhanced 
price. We determined, therefore, to limit tlu? teas to be rect-ived to tlu- i-haracter of 
ordiiuary and g(XKl ordinary, and to the extent of 10,01)0 chests. This limitation wi; con¬ 
ceived might bo.sidcs be attended with the g(K)d effect of creating a competition to 
participate in the advantages held out. 

38. From the great extent of the tonnage of this season, we cannot have at our disposal 
above 3(),(KX) chests of Congo at winter ])rices, even afti-r receiving gre(?n teas of a lower 
order than is customary. 3'his is very short of the quantity wc- could wish to obtain, wlu-n 
we consider that the inve.stinent of 181 S)-iiJ() is e.stimated, in the Honourable (’onq)any's 
letter of the 18th May, at twenty-seven millions of pounds. To complete this will r-.?(piire 
230,000 chests of Congo; and as we do not deem it advisable that our contracts should 
exceed 160,000 chests, it was our endeavour to t|^vtv>^as large a portion as jxjssible of tlu- 
tcas of the present 8ea.son into our winter assortment. 

3{). Wc therefore agreed to receive at wititer prices a few chops of the last s<>ason .still 
remaining in the market, and, with the same view, have at Manhop’s earnest solicitation, 
and on his satisfying us of his ability to crmtpletc his contract of Bohea, of und<-niahle 
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quality, boon induced to receive at the price of 12#. 5m. that |)ortion of Buliea funii.shed 
by hiin, whii-lt was rejected at the packing, amounting to 270 peculs. 

40. y\n\ious to cf)untera{’t as much as |K>ssible the delay arising from the combination 
<j(' tlie 'IVn Merchants, we have, by receiving four chops of Congo of (kmsee‘<iua, and two 
of J\in([ua, their own property, and by sending tm board a larger proportion of green teas, 
been able to conipli‘te tin* lading of the Es.sex, Vansittart and Waterloo, much earlier than 
would otherwise have been in our power; and we trust that our conduct in this respect 
will meet your Honourable ('ouimittee’s approval. 

41. By the adoption of the s.ame ]>lan with the Marcpiis Camden and Inglis, we hope 
also to effect an early de'spatcli of those' two ships. We are, at tlie same time, extremely 
cautious as to receiving any chops f>f tea whie-h are not the Hong Merediants’ own 
proj)erty. 

Mi. Since writing the above, we beg to inform your Heniournble Court, in continualiou 
of the diseussions peueling with llu' Tea MeTchants, that tlie advantages we hojied to 
derive from the last, nie-asure rt'sorted to (that of giving an advanced price for some of the 
teas inferior to contract (jualitv), are lieginniug to ajipear; .several Tea Merchants having 
come forward and odered to deliver their teas on the terms at which we originally pro- 
poscfl to receive them. 

47. Although these jii-rsons are known to have been averse to the measures jiursiu'd. 
and their being enabled to disjiose of their teas to us does not imjily that the terms 
demanded by the body have been relimpiished, yet we consider the secession of tlies, 
individuals as a jioint ol gre.at importance, and should their e.xaniple be tacitly followed, 
the confederacy may be con.sidered as dissolved. 

48. In agreeing to the novel mode of weighing teas, we had in view the early terniina- 
tion of the ilis])ute, by depriving the Tea Merchants of their only apparently just grouiul 
of complaint; our offers having been di.stinctly refused, it is in ourjiower to insist on 'In. 
teas being delivered in thi> established manner. f)f the expediency of iriuneiliately in- 
.sisting on this measure, at the present moment of irritation, we are not yet satisfied ; but 
the teas which we have offered to receive, of the character ordinary and good ordinary, it i.s 
distinctly understood are to be laid out as customary. 

49. One 'IVa Merchant, who had accepted these terms, has been deterred by threat 
from fulfilling his agreement, but at the same time another hits stepjied forward ; a day or 
two will determine his successor failuri', and on the result will depend in a great measun 
our resolution on this subject. 


EXTRACT LE'rTF.R in the Public Department, fnnn the SELECT flOlMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Cotirf of Directors, dated 11th January 1820. 

Par. 3. We are most hap])y to be enabled, by this opjK)rtunity, to inform your Honour¬ 
able Court, that the sanguine expectations conveyed in the last paragraph of our Secret 
Counuereial Despatch, have betm fully realized ; and that the 'Pea Merchants, convineetl 
by the unvarying resistance that we have opposed to their innovations, straitened by the 

distress 
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tlistress occasioned to them by so long a delay, anti their individual ifears being awakcnt^(l 
by our threats to receive inferior teas, to the exclusion of those of supc'rior quality thus 
withheld from our purchases, have dissolved tlie combination so vainly and unjustly esta¬ 
blished, the trade has again resume»l its former tone .and character. We trust that a con- 
victiem of the futility of such attempts will secure our commerce in this (luartcr from any 
future del.ays and embarrassments of a similar character. 


lyX'l'RAC'r I.KT'ri'’ill in tin* Public l)c))artmetU, from the SELEt.'T COMMI'r'l'l'ily 
at Canton to tbe(\)urL of Direetyrs, datetl 25)tb January 1820. 

Par. (i. On tlic 21-th instant, we were furnished with a coj)y of a proclamation, issued 
by the chief magistrate of the district to the Tea IVIanufacturers. in which the heaviest 
j)unishment.s are denounced against all combinations to keep hack teas from the market; 
and i.'very di'aler is encouragcsl to bring to tin notice of the olhcers t)f (lovermnent any 
future attempt to force hiiti, by threats and intimidation, into a ])artici[)alion in such 
illeg.'d acts. 

7. cannot but consider tlu- document above alluded to as higldy salisfaclorv. 
sinc(' we shall now be secured from all I’uluiv combinations on the part of the Tea Manu¬ 
facturers, not only from a consideration of their pecuniary interests, but also by the fear ol' 
punishment. 


(ll.J-FKAt;P.'s, ltESJ’Kt:TlN(.t CONTHAC'f TEAS, 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEb: 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 9th February 
1828. 

Var. 9. Ehauds in the delivery of teas inferior to the <|u.>lity contr.acted for, and 
the misappropriations ol' funds atlv.anci'd for the purchase of teas, have been perjH'trated 
to such ;m extent ujkhi the Hong IMerchants by the dealers jirincipally in green tea in 
the present season, that the former have .at last been convinced of the neees.sity of stop¬ 
ping, by strong representations to (iovernment, the progress ol' a system w liich, if not 
checked, is calculated to end)arrass, in a great degree, the jn-ovinioii of a su]>ply of green 
teas for the Canton market, and will extend eventu.ally to the provi.sion of the staple class 
of our investment, Congos and other bl.ack teas. 

10. The Merchants propose, upon the ro-o]>eni:ig*«f the (iovernment offices, after the 
new year, to bring this subject seriously to the .attention of the Vicei’oy, and h.ave re¬ 
quested in this representation our advice and co-operation. We are fully prepared, by a 
conviction of the urgent necessity of a change in the present system, to give our sti})])ori 
to this measure in a manner mo.st calculated to promote suci ess; but a previous know¬ 
ledge of the intractability and proverbial dishonesty of the class of men of wlunn tin- 
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liedreL of proniise any permanent amelioration in their dealings. 

(>nevancc8. Ac. 

I rauds respecting 
Contract Teas. 

EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMI'J'TEE 
at (’anton to the (hmrt of Directors, dated 1.5th March 1828. 

Par. 11. W'k have had under our consideration the adoption of some measures by which 
the fullilment of the Merchants’ contracts (a subject wliich we had the honour to bring to 
the notice of the Honourable the Secret Commercial ('ommittee in our address dated tiu- 
9th idtimo) might he so eiisureil, as to enable us to look with eertainty to n su))ply of 
teas for the consumption of the home market, of such quality as is de.siral)le to form our 
investment. 

12. The numerous frauds committed by the 1’ea-inen in their transactions with tlie 
Hong Merchants, such as the embezzlement of funds ntlvanced them for the |)urchuse 
of teas, and failing in their engagements to provide' teas of a epiality .sniti'd to the 
market, have rendend it necessary for the preservation of the inli'rests of tlie trade 
to request the' interference of the officers of (lovernment. The merchants having 
.agreed to frame jjetitions, both from their individual Hongs, and as an iinitt'd IxkIv 
of merchants, reepiested our assistance in representing this matter to the Viceroy, and 
re<iuesting that his Excellency would cause such exemplary puni.sliineiit to hi' inflieti'd 
iqxm the defaulters in the present instance, as would ju'cveiit a reiietitiun of such frauds 
in future. 

18. Feeling that the interests of our honourable employers wi^re involved in the suls- 
ject under con.siiieration, hotli as regarded a certain and suitable supply of tea for the 
London market, and the ))rotection of the ])ropert.y of the Hong Merchants, to whom 
we look for this 8U})ply, we promi.sed our willing support to tliis measure. An address 
was framed to the Viceroy, stating the disapjxjintment to wdiicli we wort' exposed in our 
commercial transactions by the non-fnlfilment of the Merchant.s’ contracts to supply teas, 
for which funds and tonnage are annually provided, both in Europe and India, and We 
roipiested his Excellency’s strenuous interference to prevent the further derangement 
of the commerce, which must ensue if the system practised by the Tea-men were not 
suppressed. 

14. The Merchants having for some days postjjoned the presentation of their own 
address to the Government ujam this subject, for which no satisfactory reason has Iwjen 
ascribed by them, we determined, u|XJn the 13th insttuit, to lay our own representation 
of tlie case before his Excellency. The favourable reception of this address which we 
anticipate from the statements of the Merchants, will probably give them confidoni'e in 
bringing their individual losses to the notice of the Viceroy ; and we hojx' that tlie 
united application of the Gommittee and Hong Merchants will induce his Excellency to 
adopt some active measures for checking a system so injurious to the general interests of 
the trade. 

15. When we receive the Viceroy’s reply to our address, which we shall have the 

honour 
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honour to communicate to your Honourable Court by the next opjHjrtunity wln'ch offers, 
we ,shall proceed to the coiirliision of the contracts for the ensuing season. 


CIIIMA rAClCIt'' 
(E.) 

Hcdress of 
(irieviinces, &c. 


EX'l'RACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 18th November 1828. 


Frauds respectinj; 
Contract Teas. 


P.'ir. .56. In our tlespatch dated I5th March of this year, we had the honour to cxmi- 
luunicule to your Honourable ('ourt the proceedings which we had considered it necessary 
to adopt, ill co-oj)eration with the Hong Merchants, to procure the punishment of those 
(Iri'cii 'I'ea Merchants who had proved defaulters in their agreement to sujjply teas in the 
jtreceding season, anil had misappropriated the sums of money which had in some instances 
been advanced to them for that j)ur|M)se by the Hong Merch.ants. 

,57. 'The Viceroy, in re])ly to the address alluded to in the 14th paragraph of the de¬ 
spatch ipioted above, directed the Merchants to make a report to him of the facts, which 
having accordingly been laid before him, and our representations being thereby confirmed, 
an edict was promulgated by the Viceroy, directing the apprehension and jiunishment of 
the (lelinipients, which we considered a .satisfactory ilecree in sujiport of the Hong Aler- 
ehants. 

58. A representation has lately been maile by the Tea Merchants to the (Government, 
eom|)laining that their teas are unju.stly reduced in price by the Hong Merchaiit.s, and 
reijuesting that the Viceroy would interfere in their behalf. We are happy to say, that 
this allegation was met hy a very proper exjx)sition on the part of the Hong Merchants of 
ihe maimer in which the appreciation and purchase of the Company’s teas are conducted. 
H'he Viceroy in conseijuence rejected the 'I'l-a Merchants’ jietilion as unworthy of hi.s con¬ 
sideration, ami directed that their dealings should he conducted according to the old 
• ‘stablished custom. 


(12.)~(jnAllGES ON THE FOREIGN TRADE. 


EX’l'RACT LETTER in the Tublic Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 30th November 1818. 

Par. 16. Youk Honourable Court will find in our records a discussion with the Hong Cliargcs c.ti 
Merchants, on the mode of jwynient which should be adopted in settling the voluntary 'he l eniyn I rai!i 
gift from tliat body to their Emperor, on his attaiwngffiis 60th year. 

17. In the commencement the Hoppo is said to have apprised the .Junior Merchants of 
the intention of the Salt Merchants and other public bodies to tender considerably larger 
sums on this occa.sion than were offered in the 50th year, and hinted his expectation of 
their laxly proving equally liberal. It was asserted by many that Pinqua endeavoured to 
persuade the IIo|)j)o against urging such a request, and that his Excellency, irritated by 

his 
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his hesitation, reinioded him of his ready compliance with a pecuniary demand in tlu- 
preceding season, wlien his fears were excited, and hinted that measures of intimidation 
must again he resorted to. 'J'his tlireat Inul its due elfect, and the sum of IKK),000 instead 
of tiOO.OOO tales was ultimately.olf'eri'd, though not without some opposition from one of 
the Merchants, who was, however, brought into tlie measure by the argument of liis jier- 
sonal interest not being alfected, as, in fact, the contribution would be jjaid by the foreign 
trade. 

18. AVe considered it our duty to endeavour to relievi' the foreign tra<le from tliis 
burden, and pointeil out tlie injustice of cliarging it with an avowed voluntary gift to the 
Emperor. The Senior Merchants pleaded estaldished custom in supjjort of tiiis iiickIc of 
levying the contribution, as well as the danger tliat a division of tin's sum among tlie 
Merchants niiglit hereaftc'r be made a jin'ci'dent by which individiud jirojK-rty might be 
rendered res)H)nsible for tlie ilebts of future ImnUrupts, and be taxi'il to realize the heavy 
impositions of (lovennnent. 'I'o this it was observed, that thi' ease of bankruptcy was to(' 
visionary to re<juire a reply ; tliat the princijile of taxing connnerce, to meet the exigen¬ 
cies of the case, was admitted in all nations, though in China Euro|K?ans hail to eomjilain 
of the little notice given of additional charges on their trade. Ibit on the occasion of a 
voluntary gift from the subjects of a nation as a compliment to their Emperor, it was 
unjust in the extreme to tax the foreign trade. 

19- Several letters jiasseil between tlie Hong Merchants and the (ainimittee on this 
subject, in which we ))ointed out .in eipiilable divi.sion of this sum, founded on our ideas 
of the ability of e.ach Hong, but we regret to add, without producing the desired effect. 
We felt it our duty to address the lEippo on the subject, and from his Excellency’s reply 
your Honourable Court will observe, that any new imjiost on the trade is positively 
prohibited. 

5i0. Notwithstanding this Edict, we have every reason to believe that the Alerchants 
will raise the amount from the C'onsoo Eunds. AA'helhcr that fund is able to bear this 
new charge, it is entirely out of our |>owi.'r to ascertain ; but as the Junior Merchants will 
undoubtedly call for our assistance, it will remain to delermine at a future period the 
measures to be adopted by the Committee. 'J'he Mini ;iccei)t('d by his Imperial Majesty 
is 2()(),t)()0 tales. 


(l.'t.)_l)lSt.liSSl<)NS WITH 'J’tlE (JetVK.K.X.MENT UF CANTON.—SF.y\SOi\ Isii41.5. 


Secret Department. 

LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE of Supracargoes at Canton to the 
Honourable the Secret Committee of the Honourable the C'ourt of Directors, dated 
1st October 1814. 

Honourable Sirs; 

Discussions with Par. 1. We have to inform yopr Honourable Committee that the conduct of the 
die (ioverunieni of Chinese Government has been such as to induce ns to direct the commanders of the five 
Canton. 1814-1.>. Bombay and China ships lately arrived, to proceed no further up the river than Chuenpee. 

S. The 
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2. TIh! protwdinps of tlio (Chinese (rovemment arise partly from‘His Majesty’s ships 
remaining on this station, and the delay and detention their preseiiec has occasioned to tlie 
Anierieaii vessels* that have been for some time loaded and reatly for sea. 

.‘i. It was to be ('\peeted tliat tlie Americans would nui4e every representation in tlieir 
])ower, in (lie Iio])e of efli'ctinpj the' removal of His Majesty’s ships, or of embroilinfr ns 
with the Cln'nese Government; and your Honourable ('ommittw must be fully aware, 
from the cargoes of the American jn'ize ships, how deeply interested and concerned the 
hi'ad Hong Merchant, Pin(|ua, is in the safi'ty of, and in the sailing of American ve.s,sels. 

4. 'J’hc representations ho.stile to His Majesty’s shij)s have been received with an atten¬ 
tion, and excited an interest generally among the oflicers of Government, such as we 
.should not have expected to have si'en hafl a nunv .sense of duty only operated. We are 
disposed to attribute much of the activity displayed by oflicers of the Government against 
His Majesty's ships to an influence very generally practi.sed, and with never failing eflicacy 
in every department of the Government of this .Mmpire; at the same time we are not 
prepan'd to say to what cxti'iit the services of the oflicers of Government have been paid 
for, or whether the j)rinci])al or the agent emjfloveil to secure their services was rimpia. 

!). ()n the 12th instant the arnu'd American brig Uamlflcr arrived, and proceeded to 
Wham|)oa, the following <lay her prize the Arabella, country ship belonging to IJengal, 
anchored in the roads uiuler Knglish colours; on ascertaining that His Alajesty's ships 
were at f'hunpee, the officer in charge of the Arabella determined on carrying the ship 
into Macao harbour. 

(i. Agreeably with existing treaty, the Portuguese Government refused to protect the 
Arabella, and ordered a guartl tni board with instructions to carry the shi]) beyond the 
limits of Portuguese neutrality, where- the ship was found abandoned by the boats of His 
Majesty's shi]) Doris, and was lalvcn j)osscssion of for the T)encfit of the owners. 

7. Notwithstanding very elenr evidence and corroborating circumstances brought for- 
w.'ird as well by the Portuguese as ourselves, that the ve.s.sel was not .an American but an 
iMiglish captured shij), the Canton Government aj)peareil very unwilling to admit that 
the vessel was not an American, as she had at first been rci)resented by the Americans to 
be ; and in ret.-diation for the sup|>osed breach of neutrality, .mipj)lies were at first refused 
to His Majesty's ships; the J-inglish and American trade was susj)cnded, and the j)ort 
clear.ances were refused to some of the country shij)s on the eve of departure for India. 

8. We must (ibservc, that previous to the arrival of tin- Uambh-r, the Chinese Govern, 
ment had thought proper to revert to the exain])le of a former Viceroy, Pe, who distin¬ 
guished himself in 1810 by his unjust .and oppressive j)roceedings tow.ards Kuro})eans; 
and we received an edict from the Pooyuen and IIopjK), directing that no native atteml.ants 
woidil be permitted about the l'.uroj)eau Factories, and that such Chinese as should vio¬ 
late the laws by attending would be seized and punished accordingly. 

9. We addressed a reply to the Fooyuen u 4 ^i Ilopjx), and stated that, above 100 
years, during which the trade had been carried on, there had existed the same desire and 
endeavour on the part of the English to comply with the regulations of the China 

Government, 
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- Governniont, ami lo prevent the riots and disturbances between the pe<»ple of Ixrth 

1^'") countries; conseciuently we had reduced as much ns possible the Euiiipi an nttiuulants 

RetlrcM of iH.loimiim to the Honourable Company’s Factory, or the Factories ocx’upied by tlie 

- Connnamli'rs of the J'higlish sl*ps. 

Discussions witli ](). It was further stated, as tlie trade was very extensive the niiinber of attendants was 
the Government ot ^reat, and tliose hitherto hail been composed of Chinese, but that it would be 
lu cessarily far more satisfactory and respectable to have the attendants composed of iiersons 
who were llritish subjects. 

11. As we supposed tliat the Government must l)e fully aware of the situation and 
extent of tlie Factories at Canton, thi'y must also be aware liow inadequate they were to 
contain this numher of Europeans, and further, from being o|>cn to the intrusion of the 
])npulneeofa large city, continual riot.s and disturbances were inevitable; conse(|Ucntly. 
tile carrying on the Englisli trade at Canton with iMiropean attendants, was in fact 
inqiraclicable. It was therefore submitteil to the consideration of the Government, if 
their orders were to be carried into execution respecting the Chinese attendants, that they 
would appoint some other situation or place to which we might proceed, and there reside 
and carry on tlie traile. 

1J2. No reply to our address has In'cn received, or indeed has the letter been received 
by tin- oilieer to whom it was addressed. The objections to the native attendants may be 
nothing more than the jiractice of late years resorted to by the ofUcers of Government, 
vheii it was their wi.sh to hara.ss or insult Europeans. We have also to notice, that the 
Nan hai Ileen entered the Honourable (^impany’s Factory, and it is jmibable, had any 
of the Chinese attendants lieen in the way, they might have been seized. 

Id. It is much to be regretted, that so extensive and so valuable a trade should be 
situated as the European trade to China is at present, liable to continual interruption at 
the caprice of an individual; at the same time the necessity of resisting these most unjust 
jiroceedings must be obvious, as by resistance alone can we hope to check them : hail the 
1 iceroy thought proper to issue these orders respecting Chinese attendants two months 
hence, the business of the season must have been for a time as completely interrupted as 
could ha\ e hein effected by any direct stoppage of the trade. 

11. The .several addresses which we have been under the necessity of making on the 
subject of His Alajesty’s ship.s to the Viceroy, Fooyucn and IIoppo, have of late been 
rejected, and the Viceroy has most openly declared, that he will receive no communications 
from us, if written in Chinese characters, but that if we wish to atldress him, it must bt‘ in 
English. Considering this equivalent to a denying the right of remonstrating, it is our 
intention to persevere in writing to him in Chinese. 

1.5. Notwith-standing the lofty tone assumed by the Government and their proceedings, 
we are rather tlisiKJsed to believe that they will not persevere in their present unjust 
conduct, as we conceive, without somt; better grounds than they have at present, they 
would be unwilling that the interruption of the foreign trade sliould continue so long 
as to excite the notice of the Government at Pekin. From some discussions that have 
already taken place with an officer of Government, dispatched from Canton for the 
purpose, we are inclined to believe tliat the Viceroy is rather disimsed to arrange the 
cxi.sting diflereuccs. 


16. It 
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1(). It will afford us much pleasure to convey to your Honourable (^oinmiltee tlie 
account of this discussion being terminated, ut tlic same time your Honourable Com¬ 
mittee must be fully aware how tedious and uneertuin in duration these discussions 
with this Government have proved, and it remains with us to assure yon, that our 
best exertions will be emiJoyed to jireserve the real and j)ermanent interests of the 
Honourable Company by a linn and decided resistance to tlie unjust attemjjts of the J’ro- 
vinciul Government. 

^Ve have the honour to remain with respect. Honourable Sirs, 

Vour most faithfid and obedient sei’vants, 

(Signed) .1. F. Eli*iiin'stoni;. 

Macao, 1st October ISl-l. 'J’lios. Cjias. J'atu.k. 

Gtio. Thus. Stacn’i'o.v. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Dei>artment, from the Sl'.LECT COMlMITTr'.E 
of Supracargoes at Canton to the Hommrable Court t)f Directors, dated 4tli Deccmls'r 
1814. 

Par. 5. Wk regret having to inform your Honourable Court that the conduct of 
the (.'hincse Government has been such as to conijul us to suspend all commercial inter¬ 
course, to ])rohibit all Rritish shijts entering the river, and to direct all Rritisli subjects 
to leave C'auton. 

G. After a tedious and anxious di.scussion, the Clhinese Government acceded to such an 
.adjustment of differences as enabled us, on the 25th of November, to permit the ships to 
jn-oceed to AVhnmpoa. 


LETTER from the SELECT COAIMm’EE at C’anton to the Secret Committee of 
the Honourable Court of Directors, dated Rh December 1814. 

Honourable Sirs: 

Par. 1. AVk had the honour to address your Honour.ible ('onnnittee last under date 
the 1st of October, when we stated that the differences that existed with the Chinese 
Government, and we regret to say that the hope then expressed of a sjH'edy adjustment, 
did not prove to be realized. 

2. On the 4th tlctober we received information of the seizure of the Linguist Ajeu, 
on the charge of having carried the {mrtrait of his Royal Highness the Prince Hcgcnt 
to Pekin, and for a general attachment to, and services remlcred to the English; numerous 
re|K)rt8 are in circulation of further violent and hostile intentions of the X'iceroy and 
Eoovuen, and it was further reported that FaUpia, or others of the Hong Merchants, 
were to be involved in the charges brought against the Linguist. 

!J. Our several addresses to the superior officers of the Canton Government were 
delivered at the city gates, and brought back to the Factory unopened; and finding the 

3X2 Vicerov 
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Viceroy was re.solviul on jRTseverin}' in liis measures of violence aiul hostility, and that 
all our efforts to obtain redress failed, and there appeared to be no otlier alternative 
or resource left to us than carrying our appeal to his Iinperial Majesty at I’ekin, diretrt- 
ing at tlje same time all British subjects to quit Canton, and the Englisli ships to leave 
Whampoa. 

4. !•'ully aware of the serious inconvenienct? that must necessarily attend this measure to 
all till' parties interested therein, we considered it jiroper to draw u]i a statement of 
the proceedings of the Canton Government, which had compelled us toadojit this extreme 
measure, for tlie jmrpose of being communicak'd to all British subjects, as containing 
a detail of the proceedings of the Government, we beg leave to refer your Honourable 
Committee to this document,* which we forwarded on the 11th October to Mr. Molony, 
at Canton, directing either its immediate jniblication, or its being withheld for a time, as 
the disposition of the Government might appear to require. 

.5. The susjiension of the trade on our part, and the detaining the Honourable Com- 
])any’s ships at Chun]H.'e, ajipeared to })roduce some ellect. On the — October an official 
communication reached us from the Viceroy; in this the re-capture of the Arabella was 
admitted to be jiroper, and that the ship had been an English vessel; tn con.sequence 
the orders given by the V iceroy to stop thi' traile were rescinded. 

(>. Desirous of availing ourselves of the opening that was given to preserve our com¬ 
mercial intercourse, without subjecting it to the delay that must iieeessarily attend a 
remonstrance to I’ckin, wv replied to the Merchants and jiroposed that the Viceroy should 
.ipixiint an ollicer, duly authori/cd, to meet Sir George Staunton at Canton, who would 
proceed for the purpose of discu.ssing and arranging the several jniints on which explana¬ 
tion was required, and ])revious to our permitting the ships to enter the river. 

7. An answer was received from the Merchants,-f-stating that the Viceroy acceded to 
our proposal. Sir George Staunton, aecompanieil by Sir Thomas Metcalfe and Mr. 
Davis, jirocei'ded to Canton, on the 21st October, under instructions from us, a copy of 
w hich we have the honour to inclose. 

8. A delay of some days took place before the Mandarin met Sir George Staunton; 
and on the 28d, that same oflicer, who had come to Macau respecting the Arabella, by 
name Eixi-ta-hao-Vea, accompanied by the Quang-cluxi-foo, the Nan Ilai Hien and Hyan 
Shan Hien, came to the Honourable Cotnpany’s Factory. 

y. At the first and at the several subsequent meetings J that took place with Foo-ta^hao- 
\Ta, the arrest of the Linguist Ayou was di.scusscd; exjilanatiou was attempted to be 
evaded in various ways, when after considerable discussion an official dc-elarutiun w’as 
obtained from the Viceroy that the arrest of the Linguist was not on account of any con¬ 
nection with the English, but in consequence of a breach of the law, for having once been 
in a menial situation, he had afterwards purchased rank. 

10. The Viceroy then appeared deterniined on breaking off all further ncgociation, and 
the Merchants intimated that no further communications would be received. This extra¬ 
ordinary 
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ordinary resolution on the part of the Viceroy, left Sir George Staunton no other alterna¬ 
tive than that of quitting Cant(»n, which he left on the 10th November, and joining the 
Honourable ('ompany’s ships that hafl removed fnim Wham]X)a to below the second bar. 
previously (tarrying into execution the Caimmittee’s onlers, in communicating the state¬ 
ment to all liritish subjects, and directing them to quit Canton. 

11. On the liJth and 14th, fleputations of the Hong Merchants, Pinqua and others, 
reached the llonourabh' C(nnpany’s ships at that time, nearly at the Ilocca Tigris, when 
they requested Sir George Staunton to suspend the further movements of the ships, and 
having given .a written assurance that they were authorized by the Viceroy to say that a 
Mandarin should he apj)ointe<l to discuss tlic retnaining points in dispute. Sir George 
Staunton returned to Clanton, and landed on the I5th. 

12. It would ap|)ear that the Merchants had either exceeded their authority or were 
attempting to practise further deceit, for it was not until they found Sir George Staunton 
fidly determined on again ])roceeding to the shif»s that their promise was fulfilled, when 
the same otiicer, Foo-ta-hao-^'ea, aeeompanieil by the Nan-hai-IIien, came to the Factory 
on the 19th. At this and several subsecpient meetings,* the articles which we have the 
honour to inclose f were discussed, and at length in great measure conceded. 

1:3. Finding from the meeting of the 21st, that the Government actpiiesced in the prin¬ 
cipal j)oints in tiiscussion, it was determined no longer to delay the ships, but to permit 
their going uj) to Whamjma and unloading; this was done in order to facilitate the pro¬ 
ceedings of the Viceroy towards an adjustment, as while the ships remained at Chunpee 
and I.intin, and the trade was suspended, it apjieared (as was in fact the case) that these- 
measures had coinpelksl the N'iceroy tc) grant the concessions which had been obtained. 

14. 'I'he Viceroy’s Fdict, confirming what has been officially communicated to Sir 
Ge<.»rge Staunton by the two Mamlarins, as the contents of this dwunieut, was expected 
to be deliv<>red on tlie 2d December. 

15. l-'orthe particulars resj)ecting the arrest of the Lingui.st, and for the apprehension 
we entertained of this act of injustice, being but the prelude to further attacks on some of the 
Junior Merchants, and through them on the Fiirojiean trade, we beg leave to refer your 
Honourable t’ourt to the several documents specified 4th, 5th, and 6th. 

\.6. It is to be remembered that during the last season the Merchants obtained from 
Pekin the sanction for re-establishing the (’ohong system; aware that it would meet with 
our firm and <lccided opj)osition, the system was not attempted to be practically carried 
into effect during the last season, although the forms of a})preciating the carg(K-s of each 
ship on her arrival, and affixing })rices to all articles of merchandize at their t^onsoo house 
was regularly gone through, and is indeed still continued. 

17. Whatever may have been the ultimate designs of the jiarties, in exciting the su perior 
officers of Government to the measures they adopted towards us, or whatever may have 
been the views of the Govi-mment in resorting tothef*; measures, we hojie for the jircsent 
they have been checktxl, if not defeated ; and further, that the Viceroy and the officers of 

Government 
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Govtrninent arc now convinced, that in their conduct towards the English their measures 
of oppression and injustice (as they value the trade) must be restrained witliin certain 
IkjuiuIs ; from the cxjicrience and knowledge we )}()ssess of tlieGovciTuncnt, we are satisfied 
that tlu'ir conviction, that their injustice will not be submitted t(», is the only security we 
can possess for their attempts being discontinued. 

LS. Although the adjnstnient w'e have obtained is perhaps not so satisfactory as coidtl 
have been wislied, we hope that sufficient has been granted to admit the trade being carrie<l 
on during the jiresent season without much interruption. Uy the freighte<l ship Earl 
Spencer, which wc j)ropose to load and despatch with as little delay as jmssible, we will 
transmit a detailed account of our proceedings with regard to the Canton Government. 
Your Honourable Court will be enabled to judge of the conduct of the Government, and 
of the Hong Merchants Pitnjua and others, at the same time the serious difficulties w e 
have to contend with in endeavouring to resist the oppressive acts of the Government will 
be seen, and we trust that some effeetual means to enable us more successfully to opjx)se 
these attempts w’ill suggest themselves to your Honourable Committee. 

15). It remains for us to express our high approval of the conduct and cxerti«)ns of Sir 
George Staunton in llie execution of his mission to Canton, and your Hot^Jurable Com¬ 
mittee will not fail to ap])reciatc the difficulties he had to encounter in the lu gociation. 

We have ti>e honour to be with the greatest respect, Honourable Sirs, 


Your most faithful humble servants, 

(Signed) J. T. Eli-hixstone. 

Macao, 4th December 1814, Titos. Cii.vs. I’atti.e. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Dcpartment,from the SELECT COMMITTEE 

at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 24th December 1814. 

Par. 2. We have now the sati.sfaction to inform your Honourable Committee that the 
unpleasant discu.ssions in which we were engaged w ith the Canton Government, have ter¬ 
minated ; that the cargoes of the ships are nearly delivered, and that several have com¬ 
menced the lading of their teas. 

3. By this conveyance we have the honour to transmit a full detail of our proceedings, 
and have to congratulate the Honourable (.'ourt and ourselves on as favourable a termina¬ 
tion as ])erhups could be expected, from a Government which cannot be brought to admit 
that foreign nations can stand on an tajuality with themselves, and a])pcar fretjucntly in 
their Edicts to refuse to acknowledge them even as free and independent. 

4. The grievances under which Euro(>eans labour in currying on the commerce in 
China are not singly of that flagrant kind, that the bare mention of any one of them cun 
immediately show' their weight and pressure, they must be considered collectively, and we 
feel coidident that your Honourable Committee, on a jrerusal of the proceedings, will con¬ 
cur with us on the necessity of our having recourse to the measures adopted (under the 
jieculiar and difficult circumstances in which we were placed), for eftcctually checking the 
unjust demands and pretensions of the Canton Government, and for giving due weight to 
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our application for those explanations and disavowals whieli its daily ilccinmilatin" insults 
and provocation (even if the c<a)sequcnt liazard to tlje trade itself were only considered) 
rendered indis])ensahle. 

The I’ldicts published in the early part of the season orderin;' Ilis Majesty's ships to 
cpiit the coast, we conceived originated with those? jiersons interested in the sailiii" of the 
American vessels, and althouffli the Merchants oii<fht to l)e fully aware that we have no 
contnud over His Majesty’s oflicers, and which indeed they have fully aeknowledjved, wo 
are sorry to observe that no ineniher of the 1 lonw could he fenind, who had the inclination or 
suflicient influence, to explain this fully to the Mandarin, l.ookin/r therefore solely to the 
(aHinnittee, the Viceroy refused to ri?ceive the address of the ('nptain of the Doris, and con¬ 
sidered us responsible for his acts. Althouf^h we coiihl not hut highly disitpprove of the 
attack made by the boats of the Doris on the American schiKiner at Whampia, and which 
through interested motives had been <;reatly exaggerated ; w'e deemed it our duty to endea¬ 
vour to jialliate the circumstance, and wliile acknowledging it to be an error, venturetl t(» 
])romi,se that his Dxcellency should not again have occasion to complain of a simil.ar act of 
offence. 'I’lie affair, we were assured, was adjusted; and although during the subsequent 
discussion it was at times adverted to by the Mandarins, it cannot be considered as forming 
a prominent feature in the pre.sent diHerences, and w.as only alluded to (its a measure not 
to Ik? tlefended by us) when they were at a hws to reply to a grievance brought forwaril 
on our part. 

G. AVe conceive the origin of this ili.sciission must be traced to a far different .source ; 
to the interested views of ;i few individuals endeavouring to place the European commerce 
at their sole command ; that in fact it has been j)ending some time, and woulil have e(|ually 
rendered necessary in a year or two the measures tiow adopted, even had we succeeded in 
averting them for the present season. The attenq)t in the jireeeding season to interfere 
with the nomin.ation of the person a])pointed by the Honourable Court to conduct their 
affairs; the annual vexatious delays in our commercial intercourse on the nio.st triviiJ 
occasions; the attem))t of establishing a Coliong, for w'hich the Imperial .sanction was 
obtainwl in .July ISlf); the issue of an Edict witlidrawing our native attendants and 
prohibiting any Chinese communicating w ith us ; the .seizure of a j)erson supposed to be 
attached to our interests, and having been contiilentially emjdoyed by us in a mission to 
I’ekin ; the returning of our .addres.ses uno])ened ; the demanding that in future all com¬ 
munications shoulil be written in English (to be translateel by the Hong merchants), afibrd 
strong and concurring evidence of the real object in view. 

7. In determining the mode to hi' ado]>ted in discussing the several grievances with the 
Mandarins, the question arising out of the seizure of the Linguist employed by us on a 
mission to Pekin, uj)peared to demand our first consideraf ion; and if our interference 
could avail, we were hound to exert it in favour of the pri.soner. The judicial proceetl- 
ings then pending rendered an early applicatitm ^iece.*sary, and it was more particularly 
urgent to obtain a clear explanation of the crime alleged against him, and how far we 
were implicated, previous to any report of the affair being made, as it was important that 
no unfounded or unfavourable statement should be sent to Pekin. Your Honourable Com- 
niittee have been already informed of the official declaration of the Viceroy, that the arrest 
of the Linguist was iu)t on any account of his connection with the English. Witii the 
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Edicl.s on tliis occa.sfon we (lechired ourselves satislied, with the exception of an offensive 
])aragraph, which, ultliou^h not withdrawn, was idtiinately explained, and the- insinuations 
it conl.-iiiied disavowed. 

8. On a perusal of these Edicts, and the arguments made use of by the IMandarins in 
the first conference with Sir (leorgc Staunton, it might a])}K'nr to a ])er.son unnc(|uuinted 
nil]) the f'hinese government, and the entire inconsistency of its jtractice with its profes¬ 
sions, that tile (5miniittee had no cause of complaint, and that the (lovemment were 
inerelv enforcing the laws against a delin(|ucnt, who having once been a menial servant 
had obtained rank. The specious show of reason and iirgument assumed on all occasions 
by the oflieers of tlovernmcnt, even in .asserting a falsehood, must no duuitt have the eflci't 
of indm-ing those who have not a local knowledge and experience to guide them, to judge 
nioi'c favtairably of the Chinese character than they merit. We beg to refer your Ilontuir- 
able Coiinnittee to the report transmitted us by the Linguist of his examination, and his 
subsi (|ui'iit cotmnuniciitions. 

5). 'I'iiat our jipprehensions of the intention of the Chinese government to make some 
unfounded re))ort against the E.nglish to Pekin, appejirs, by the account actuirlly .sent by 
the Viceroy, to be but tis) well grounded. It is to be observed, tiial this re]K)rt was matle 
at till' very moment that »)IIicial lieelarntions, verbal and written, were given us that the 
jninishmeiit of A yen was in no way connected witli tile E.nglish ; although, from this 
document (a <-ojn- of which we have jirivately recei\ed) it will be seen that it contains 
not only .an implication of foreigners being connected w'ith him, but a direct assertion that 
the Linguist w.is concerned witli us in treasonable jiractices. 

10. We do not ajiprehend that an as.sertitin thrown out at random of so absurd and 
iinprobalile a nature, and wliolly unsup|)orted by jiroof, will be attended with any evil con- 
setpieiices, at least as far as directly adeets foreigners ; but it is desir.able to be pia'jwed 
for every event; and in this point of view, the strong and am])le disavowal which we have 
extracted from this govcTimient of every kind of allegation against us, under the Viceroy's 
OAvn se.-il, ajipears doublv imjKirt.'int; and, in the event of a reference to Pekin on this sub¬ 
ject at any future jii'riod from England, .afford, we jtresunie, the most efl’ectnal means of 
rebutting the charge, and bringing the misrejtresentations and injustice of the Proviiicitd 
Government to merited punishment. 

IL 'Pile concession of the second jKiint discussed is most s.atisfactory, and w'c are confi¬ 
dent will be highly gratifying to your Honourable (’ommittee. The free communication 
granted with the supirior officers of Government by their promise to receive our addresses 
in the Chinese language without previous explanation with the merchants (with the single 
exc(>ption of an English copy accomjiatiying it in the event of announcing an embassy) 
will, we trust, prevent the vexatious delays of a stoppage of chop.s, when the Hoppo officers 
shall be endeavouring to extort undue fees (by whicb acts our fleets are so frequently 
delayed), and jtrovc a sufficient chrt-k t<> the unjust and illiberal insinuations respecting 
our conduct thrown out by those men interested in preventing a direct communication 
between us and the Goveznment. 

l!i. On the point of Cliinese attendants, it appears that the prohibition of employing 
servants under a certain denomination has cxisteil .since the year 1740, and having received 
the Enijieror’s sanction, could not be repealed by the authorities in Canton. For the 
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revival of this question and further refrulations, we are indebted to* the hostility of the 
Viceroy, l*e, who proposeil tlte re-estahlishnicnt of the ('ohong system, and to whose eon- 
thict, together with that of those parti/ans he left in ('anton, we may attribute the vexa¬ 
tious delays that Itave for some years occurred, ns well as the more serious detention of oui 
ships in the present season. 

l;3. Although this jK)int has not been so satisfactorily explained as we could wish, the 
(iovernmeni, satisfied )>robably that the pbjecfiotis were made on vexatious and oppressive 
grounds, or that the altt'mative ol" our Jiaving so great a number of European attendants 
was, in fact, impracticable at (^anton, having issnetl an authenticated document for the 
employment of (\»mpradores, and as many servants under j)articular denominations as our 
Factory may retjuire; we will therefore hojte that the Government, satisfied their unjust 
measures will not be submitted to, no interferenci' on the subject will again be attempted, 
.lUii that the measure of prohibiting natives .serving us, and ordering their seizure, will not 
.igain he resorted to. 
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14. On the explanation of tlie minoi points, although less satisfactory, there is only one 
which appears likelv to cn-ate any diiUcultv, which is, the necessity of applying for a 
license for boats passing the Hogue. This ])laccs the ('ompradores of tite ships of war at 
the merev of the ollicers commanding that fort, who, dreading the consequence of the 
inqiatience <if the ollicers lo.sing the tide by utmecessary detention, may be induced to pay 
a fee in some iiislaiu'c which will become an established custom, and a constant pretext for 
extortion. 'I’he verbal communication, however, of the merchants on thi,s subject, induce 
Os to liope the regulation will not be rigorously enforced. 

1.5. We beg to draw the attention of your Honourable Committee to the anxiety shown 
to recall Sir George Staunton, as affording a proof that, Imwever the Chinese government 
may decl.are in their edicts that no benefit arises to the (.'ele.stial Empire from the foreign 
trade, and that it is only ])ermitted from pure benevolence, yet when endangered by their 
unjust })roceedings, ])ro))erly ami firmly resisted, it will be found they are most fiillv aware 
of the reciprocal advantagi'S of commerce, and most anxious for its |jreservation. 

16. We hop(‘ that the steps taken this season will have the effect of preventing the 
officers of the f'anton government from again entering into a course of violent and hostile 
measures without more fully sati.sfying theniselvi's of the grounds on whieh they are pro¬ 
ceeding; and as it will be our anxious endeavour not to allow them a pretext, w'c mav 
further hope that the inconveniences and delays whieh have of late occurred will not again 
be experienced. At any event, we trust that we shall not in future find the representatives 
of the East-India Company stigmatized as staters of untruth, and His Majesty’s oflRcers 
with the name of plunderers; that we shall be allowed to call our employers honourable, 
and the King of England an imiependent Sovereign. The admission by the Chinesi' 
Government of t)ur having other duties to jterform than mere commercial transactions, as 
recorded on the edict received on the ilSth ultiiqp, is highly satisfactory, as placing us on 
that footing which enable the Mandarins to cohununicatc directly with us, and not to 
require the ititervention of the Hong Merchants. 


3 Y 


Extraci 



111 r \ I'l' i:^'. 

(E.) 

liL'dress of 
< iricvanoes, iVc. 


Discussions witli 
tilt (iovcrnnicnl of 

t. aiilon, 181 I-[•'>. 


528 SECOND APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT of the 

EX'J'JlAd'l' JiF/rTEU in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 

of Siipracarfroes at Canton to t1>e Honourable the Secret Committee of the Honour¬ 
able Court of Direettns, dated Kith January 1815. 

Ear. 1(5. Wk. have to retpiesl the attention of your Honourable Committee to the 
ii verai connnunicalion.s from the Linguist Ayow.* I liey contain generally, we believe, 
a cori'ect account of proceedings of the officers t)f Crov'erninent, .and the true causes that 
have excited them to the measures they adopted towards u.s. They are a lurlher melan¬ 
choly proof of the total and entire absence of all truth, justice or mercy, from Cliine.se 
trilmiiids, and where the undiu' influence of money is applied, all chance of a fair trial 
cea es to the unfortunate person accused. 

17. 'I'his cannot be illustrateil more strongly than in the statement transmitted to us by 
Avow of the jirocceding.s of the officers of Covernment towards him from the day of his 
arrest to the cud of October. The Nam Hae-Hcen is accounted a gcxid and upright ma¬ 
gistrate, and far exceeding his predecessors in these qualities, yet this officer, although 
fully satisfied of the Linguist’s innocence, so much so .as to be about to discharge him, 
on the application of I’iiupia and Chunqua most readily promises to punish Ayow pub¬ 
licly, and before all the Merchants, ].rovided they make a statement to him. 

18. Your Honourable (7)miuittiv will observe from his letters, that the terrors of the 
tortures to which he was now subject, and the laudable and honourable motive of not 
involving other persons, whom he might be nKpiireil to accuse in the midst of his suffer¬ 
ings, determined the Linguist Ayow to put a Jtcriod to his existence! and sufferings by 
taking opium. We have the satisfaction to say that his intention was discovered, and in 
time to prevent any bad ellects from |H)ison. 

19. It will be satisfactory to your Honourable (’ommittee to be informed that the 
languist has not exj)en\'nced fiuy bail treatment of late, and that such accommixlation as 
a priscni affor.ls (a sei)arafe apartment to himself) has been obtained for him. 

29. Under this datef we have recorded the statement which it is said the Viceroy has 
maile to Pekin rcsj)ectiug the Linguist Ayow. We received it privately, and have to 
remark that neither Pinqiia, Chunqua or the Hong Merchants, have publicly put us -in 
])ossc.s.si()n of this document, or indeed have they acknowledged to us their being informed 
of any re port having been made' t.i his Imperial Majesty. 

30. In the document we have receiveel it eleees not .ajepear that the charge' against Ayow 
is e)f a serious nature, or such as to merit the punishment jmejmsed (hani.shment to lilee), 
eer to have rceiuire!d being submitted to the consideration of the Emperor. It is, at the 
same time, very jereffiable that a much meere unfaveeiirable representation has been matle 
l(j Pekin, and in this case the punishnient of Ayow will be more severe. Of this wc are 
at present unable to judge; from thg reply from Pekin, and the proceedings of the Canton 
(iovernment respecting Ayow, wc may t>e enabled to ascertain what has been reimrted. 

81, "We must remark, in the re^jort we have received, that connection with the Xiiiglish 
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and the English Cliief are statetl as his offena*. This was totally i«ronsistent with the 
expressed stipulations acceded to by Eoo-ta-lo-yea, under the Viceroy’s aiitliority, in tlie 
conferences held witli Sir G. Staunton, and it proves sulliciently that no dependance what¬ 
ever can be placed on the assertions of the officers of this (foverninent; and on the result, 
as it affects Ayow and involves us, we must determine on the line of conduct to be adopted 
in making a rejwesentation or otherwise to his Imperial Majesty. 


< lll.V.K |•\r'l■|!'. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT ('(JALMi r'I'liE of 

Supracargocs at (lanton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated Gth 

February 1815. 

Par. 5. SiNCK the date of our last Address, the Empen)r's answer, in reply to the State¬ 
ment tnade_ by the Canton Government resjiecting the Linguist Ayow, has been reci ived 
into Canton, we have obtained a copy of tliis document, a translation of which we have 
the honour to forward. 

G. From this your Honourable Committee will perceive that th(' jnmishing the Idnguist 
by banishment to Elu is confirmed, and that from the wording of the reply amjile power 
is given to the CauUai G(jvernnient to charge and punisli any individual for the offence of 
serving tw having secret intercoui'se with fori'igners; aiid from the documents already 
transmitted, your Honourable ('ommittee must be fully aware with what facility any 
i-harge may be brought against an indiviilual; and his own confi'ssion by the torture will 
be obtained, as the wi.shcs of the Mandarin may direct. 

7. From the e.i: parte statement of the Canton Government, perhajis we had no just 
grouiul to expect that any other reply could be made from Pekin ; at the sanu> time 
we must observe, that the usual practice of submitting tlmse cases to the (Hoard) 
Supreme Council was on this <a‘casion ilispensed with. From this we infer some tmfair 
advantage has bei>n taken by interested jjcrsons here; ami aware with what facility 
m»ney may be applied, we are inclined to believe that this h.is bei'ii employed to sc'ciire 
the sentence against the I.inguist being continued, which, hatl it [Woceeded through the 
customary forms, ami undiT the Superior Council, might have been rejected. 

8. It appears .from thi.s document, that a])prehension from the Christians is .still 

prevalent. The serious insurrections that t<H)k place during the last year were emlea- 
voured to be attribtUed to the Christians. It ])erhaps can excite no surprise that the 
officers of Government should generally, throughout the Empire, com ur in endeavour¬ 
ing to find some other cause than their own malpractices and misgovermnent iii thi!se 
discontents. , 

9. In com|>liance with the directions contained in the Imperial answer, the Lingui.st 
Ayow was summoned Iwfore the Fooyuen and other principal officers of the Canton 
Government. He was interrogated us to his being a Christian, which be had no diffi¬ 
culty in denying, and performed the ceremonies reipiired of tranuding on the cross with¬ 
out hesitation. No further tpiestions were jtroposed, and he was remanded to prison to 

8 Y 2 awiMt 



530 SECOND APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT of the 


rlllNA I'APERS. 


(E.) 

liodrcBS of 
firicvances, &c. 

Discussions witl> 
tlic (jnvernment of 
(.’niiton, 1814'-J''>. 


await the final order from Pekin, when he will set out on his journey to the place of 
his hanishinent, Elu, suppiseil to he situated nearly north of Nepaul. 

10. No further official communications have as yet passed l)etween the Canton Govern¬ 
ment and our Committw on this subject. It was undertood that the E<K)yuen was most 
ininiically disposed, and imich inclined to avail himself of the latitude given by the ex- 
pre.ssion of “ rigorous impiiry,” to extm-t some further matter on which he could ground 
an attack on us, or on some of the Merchants or ])crsons connected w'ith the foreign trade: 
but we are given to understand he found his wishes were not secondeil by cither the V'^ice- 
rov or other Mandarins, who ])robably, from having bet'n longer in Canton, wen' better 
lu^quainted with the consequences; and having experienced »)ur firmness in resisting any 
oppressive measure, may have conceived it more [K)litic to allow the affair to drop. 

11. Having no real or just grounds for their proc'eediugs, we believe that if this conduct 
was fairly stated to the Pekin Government, it would hi' contlemned, not from any seiisi' 
of liunianity or compassion to an injured individual, hut on the .score of policy, in endanger¬ 
ing a commerce so generally beneficial to the provinces they arc n])poiuted to govern. We 
are, however, unwilling to intrude our com])laints to Pekin, as tliey wdll come with so 
much more efl’ect frovn your Honourable Committee or from llengal. We are rather ilis- 
]>osed to permit the affair to reniiun for the present; l>ut as no n-lianci' can be placed on 
till- officers of this Government, and as intrigues may idways be at work to ('xeite them 
against foreigners and foreign traile, we must await, in order to ascertain what may be 
the real intentions and de.signs of tlie E(H)yuen and his instigators; and in the event of 
further .'ittack, there will remain the resource of carrying our remonstrances to Pekin. 

12. Your Honourable Committee will no doubt appreciate the difficulties and the 
anxiety that must .attend our differences and di.scussions with this Government. M’e feel, 
liuwi-ver, that they .are unav«)idable ; for on our firndy resisting their unjust attempts can 
we .'done depend on these attempts ceasing U> be made. We .are confident our resistance 
at till- early part of this season operated in preventing any further measure being com¬ 
menced ag.ainst the foreign trade. 


(11.)—-UESPECTlNti THE COMI’ANY S SHIP (iENEHAL llEWiri'. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret ]le])artment, from the SELEC'l' COMMITn'EE 
at t'anton to the Honourable Court of Hirector.s, dated 4th November 1816. 

f'oiriji.'iny s Ship Par 1. Wk have fully det.ailed to the Honour.able Court the di.scussions in which we 
(iencral llewiit. engaged by the? hostile measures pursueil by the Viceroy of ('anton, in the first 

instance, towards the General Ildwitt,. and the determined refusal of the officers of 
Government to receive or reply to our addresses; and lastly, the arbitrary and unju.stifiable 
act of seizing our Compradore, maltreating him in a mann?r used towards the lowest 
criminals, upon an absurd accusation that he shewed Europeans the way to the city, or at 
least, that he, as residing in our house, must know the criminal person. 

_ 2. Whenever the officers of Government arc unable to attach any blame to the Com¬ 
mittee 
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mittee itself, they resort to some tyrannical measure towards the natives in our enij)loy ; 
and this is the sole crime of which they could venturi! to accuse the innocent suHerer. We 
do most confidently hojjeyour Honourable Committee will consider that it is our bounden 
iluty to protect the j)ersoHs in tnir employ; and at the same time that we hope for the 
approbation of your Honourable Court for the forbearance shewn in the present instan(;e, 
ndien our ships unladen are under tlieir control, aiul the jiarticular ciriiumstance of the 
Enilwssy being in this country. AVe do also trust your Honourable Committee will deem 
it our duty, at the close of this Season, or the commencement of the ensuing, to bring to 
-.ome fiiud decision the two essential jrarts of protection to natives in our employ, and the 
nveption of our addresses, w ith replies properly addressed to the Committee, taking, for 
the basis of our nt^ixiiations, the convention signed by the present V iceroy i»i 1814. 


I HI \’A l APT KV 


(i;.) 

Itedrc'.' Ill 
(iiievance.., .\i'. 

t'oin|iany’s ^liip 
(ieneral Hewitt. 


i:x rHACT J.ETTER in the Tublic Department, from the .SKl.F.CT COMMITTEE 
at Onnton to the Honourable (k)urt of Directors, dated 8th November 181(5. 

I’ar. 3. On our arrival in (kinton we found that tlie Ceiieral Hewitt was detained below 
(he Hogue, and one of the Hong ^Merchants deputed to e.samine and inipiire whether she 
had actually conveyed the presiaits to Triiig Sing. I’liis measure was asserted to be 
necessary, in conscuuence of a report from a Afandarin at Alaeao, which stated that she liad 
proceedcti to a jM)rton the coast, ami delivired over the presents to the other vessels. AVe 
lo.sl no time in addressing the A'iceroy, assuring him she hail proceeded to the port of T'ring 
Sing, landeil the presents, and, in jiursuance of orders ri'ceived in England, had returned 
to (hmton for a cargo of teas; and weexjiressed our anxiety for an early despatch. 

4. In the mean time, through the intercession of the Hong Merchant deputed to the 
Hogue, and Cajitain Ciampbell’s e.xertions, the General Hewitt was brought above tlie 
second bar, but surrounded by armed boats, all communication forbid, and, at first, pro¬ 
visions denied ; the latter prohibition was in two days removed. It became our duty to 
remonstrate against such proewdings, and we should have been fully justified in resorting 
to the strongest measures in our jiower for removing this insult to the Hritish Hag; but 
kee])ing in view your Honourable (anirt’s orders to avoid, at present, all altercation with 
the oflicers of the Government, and anxious not to place his Excellency, Lord Amherst, 
in any unjdea.saut situation at this |)lace, we addressed a moderate letter to the A iceroy, 
pointing out the indignity wdiicli we conceived was ofl'ered to a ship sent on a friendlv 
inissiim, and again solieitwl the tisiial permission for lading the General Hewitt. 

5. During the time that the translating of this chop required, we were ilislressed at 
the severe treatment which the Merchants received, from an assertion th.at thiiy had mis¬ 
represented the orders of the Emperor. This arose from a Chinese character being useil 
in our letter for Canton, which, strictly translated, means the city, and the waters running 
by it, from whence it was absurdly asserted w e required the ve.ssel being brought to the 
city wall. AVe did not hesitate a moment in correcting the error, by addressing the Vice¬ 
roy, but this explanation he refused to receive; and though we declined addressing any 
other Mandarin, we readily proposed to write a letter to the Mercliants themselves, which 

relieved 
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relieved them from further trouble. This mode of attacking the natives concerned with 
UR, for any errors committed, will no doubt appear to your IIunourul>1e f’ourt to require 
most serious attention; and we are about to bring to the notice of your Honourable Coiu't 
a in<»st aggravated and unprovoked attack by this mode of procedure. 

(I. The merchants, for some time, refused to convey our addresses to the Mandarins, 
and, when induced to carry them, returned them as being refused. This act, in direct 
violation of the C’onvention agreed to and signed by the present Viceroy in 1814, would 
of itself have authoriKed strong measures; we still, however, under the jieculiar circum¬ 
stances of the Endtassy, forebore proceeding to those lengths which this brciich of faith 
would justify, but endeavoured, by every moderate means in our |x>wer, to enforce the 
recejjtion of our addresses. The Merchants had obtained the lloppo’s sanction to landing 
the stores for His Majesty's shi])s; but much delay octnirred after their promise of its 
being granted. They asserted, that if we could assure the Iloppo that the Geiu'ra! 
Hewitt should remain till the Ambassador arrivetl, that her lading would be comnieiieed. 
On this we could place but little reliance; however, they were assuretl, in return, that 
such a request, coming from eitlier Mandarin, by letter, would be taken int<'. consiilera- 
tion ; and they were led to undiTstand that it might be ttonsulered of snflicient imjxirtance 
to induci' us to deviate from tlie positive orders of a speedy des])a!cli. At length onr 
second address was received, and an Edict ]>ublished to the Merchants, which, we w'cre 
informed, w as the only reply wi- were to c-xpect. 

7- On perusal of this Edict,we were pleaswl to find tliat the N'ieeroy had abstained from 
the severe and baiiglity liingiiage of whicli in late years we have bad so much reason to 
com]ilain. At the same time, the mode of replying to our address, and the concluding 
order to the Merchants, enabling them at all timi's to refuse conveying them, were jKMUts 
of such material eousecjncnce to the interests of the Honourable Company, that we felt 
ourselves compelled to convey our sentiments to the Viceroy. 

8. It evidently ajipeared to us by the tenor of the Viceroy’s Etiict, that he hy no means 
felt himself justified in his proceedings tow'ards the (Jeiieral Hewitt; and although u'c 
appreliended, if there was any truth in the assertion of his having solicited the orders of 
the Em])eror on tlic lading of the ship, that he could not yield this fM)int, wc determined 
on moving the (xeneral Hewitt to Wliami)oa, as the only means of redieving her from the 
disgraceful situation in which she w'as placed, and of removing the guard boats. Cnj)tain 
Camjjbell was apprized of our intention ; but previous to issuing the orders, we addressed 
the Iloppo, informing him that, in c(mij)liance witli the Emperor’s wishes for that ship 
proceeding to Canton, we had direerted the cominandt'r to bring her to Whaiiifxja, tbi- 
anchoring place of this port; anti we further took the o]>portunity of convincing his Ex¬ 
cellency, that though loaded, she should remain till the arrival <»f the Amhossador, but 
if that was protracted to an unreasonable time, we trustetl their Excellencies w ould con - 
sider the orders under which we actqd. 

9. The intent of this letter was frustnated hy a rcfus.al to receive it, and Captain 
Campbell, by tlw apparent fair pnnnises of the Mandarin guarding bis shij), was induced 
to delay his moving. In the first instance, the delay was regretted, but under the pecu¬ 
liar circumstances of the case, wc approved of Caj)taiu Camj)lK*irs caution. These 
delays enabled the Mandarins, at. will be sexin on reference to our Ckmsultations, to form 

such 
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such a plan as to make it appear hereafter that they themselves directed the ship to move 
to WhamjKja; but it is to be obsorv(“d, the Mandarin deputed on this occasion was not to 
grant his sanction till he was convinced Captain Campbell could not diaoliey the orders of 
the Committee. 'I'he similarity of this attempt to influence commanders of ship to dis¬ 
obey the orders of the Committee, to that resorted to with the country trade in 1814, is 
too strong to n-ejuire any commerts, and no doubt will so forcibly appear to your 
Honourable Court, as to insure a repetition of tlie orders of this season, which we with 
pleasure take tin- opprtunity of acknowledging liave been willingly attended to by com¬ 
manders t)f all vessels trading to this jxtrt. 

10. 'J'he (leneral Hewitt’.s moving to Whamj)oa was a satisfactory object gained, as 
there could no longi'r exist any pretenc,e ft>r guarding her by armed boats. Her j)ro- 
ceeciing to AVhanipoa without opposition from the (’hine.se, was pleasing; at the same 
time, we had no cause on this occasion to iipj)rehcnd resistance, from a conviction that the 
Viceroy had c'xceeded his authority. We are not so confident that your Honourable 
(Join t will apjirove of our orders to return a fire; but on a deliberate consideration of 
the ))ei uliifl' case in which the Hewitt was placed, denied by the Chinese to belong to the 
merchant service, but as having accompanied the Kmbassy, was in their estimation a 
King's ship, we do trust your Honourable Court will consider us authorized to direct 
resistance in the event of an attack ; and we should be wanting in our tluty if we did 
not point out to your llonourabli- Court, thjit it is only from a belief that we dare not 
return a shot, that could ever induce the Viceroy, on his own responsibility, to order 
such treatment. 

11. Our address to the Viceroy on the movement of the General Hewitt, had been four 
(lavs in the Merchants' possession, and from most trifling excuses its presentation was 
delavi il. At length this address, together with one to the lloppo, were returned, and it 
was declared that the.se ollicers would not receive them. As far as concerned the (ieneral 
Hewitt, the delivery of this address was not material, further than the (»bject of placing 
our sentiments and feelings on the records, if preserved, in (Jhina ; but as the letters more 
esjieeially entered into a defence of our conduet, and retjuirctl some reply on the ]xnnt of 
our addresses being received tind answered, we deemed it our duty to proceed to the cit}’ 
gates, anil in a few hours Cajitain Jtuneson assembled a party, and delivered the letter to 
a Mandarin at the gate of the Viceroy’s palace. 

12. We beg here to express our acknowledgments to Captain Jameson and the Com- 
mtinders who accomjianied him, for their ready compliance with our wishes, and for the 
able and discreet manner in which they were carried into effect. We have particularly 
to notice the conduct of Mr. llannerman, who volunteered his services, and whose 
knowledge of the language ])roved highly beneficial on this occasion. We have further 
to express our satisfaction at the progress made by Mr. llannerman, whose assiduity 
in endeavouring to accomplish this desirable object i« highly pleasing to us, and crctlit- 
ablc to himself. 

13. Having fully explained to your Honourable Court the raea.sures pursued on this 
occasion, which we trust will be considered as carried to the utinosit line of forbearance, 
wc have to bring to the notice of your Honourable Court a most provoked and unjusti¬ 
fiable attack on us in the person of our Compradore. We must acknowledge it has not 
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l)een unusual for tire Mandarins to endeavour to terrify, or perhajrs rather to work on 
the feelings of the t'omniittee, by similar acts of tyranny on their own subjects on several 
occasions; hut when committed in direct violation of the convention agreed to in 1814 by 
tile present Viceroy, it will afford a convincing proof of what little rclimice can he placed 
on the Edicts of the officers of the Canton Government, much less on the promises con¬ 
veyed to us verbally by the Merchants. 

14. The Comjiradore was summoned to the city, and two Merchants dejiuted to the 
I’resident to u})pri/.e him tif the circumstance. In the presence of these Alercliants, who 
must have been well awari- of the fate that awaited him, the (hmipradorc, conscious of his 
innocence, declared his wish to answer the summons. In a few hours lie was beaten and 
tortured in order to draw from him a confession of what native had shown the I'mropeans 
the way to tin- Vici-roy’s house. A reference to records of tlie frwpient visits made to 
the gales and within the city, would prove tlie fallacy of such an altemjit to cover deli- 
herate insult to tlie Committee, which the Mandarins do not fail to resort to whenever 
they are unable to attach any blame to the (oimuittee itself. If such a jiroceeding is not 
firmly resisted, it will become necessary to forego all comimmications with tlR'-oflieers of 
tiovernmeut. The Merchants .ire directed not to convey our letters, and when carried bv 
Europeans to the city, directcil there to lie received by the laws of China, a Compra- 
dore, entrusted with the charge of our treasury, is seized, beaten and torturevl in a 
manner used only to the lowe.st criminal, lender these eireiimstances, your Honourable 
Court will perceive no respectable (Iiinese can be found to serve us. 

I.*!. AVe have endeavoured by every po.>isible means to obtain his release, but it is with 
regret we .stale they have been ineffectual, and that the Merchants have evinced an indif- 
f'erenee on this occasion highly discreditable to tbeinsvlves. AVe have, however, attended 
to their suggestion to remain quiet, under a belief that the object in view might be 
obtained: in the mean time, however, we ileemed it necessary to jirepare the Cornwall 
as a packet, that, in the event of trade being stojiped, we might secure a conveyance for a 
statement of facts, to relieve your ilonoiirable (.’ourt from the ajipreliensions occasioned hy 
private reports. Delay was convenient in order to complete the cargo of the Cornwall, 
and that obji ct being accomjilished, we have applied for the port clearance, stating as the 
motives for this de.sjiatch, the necessity of apprizing the high authorities in England Tif 
the cau.se of detention of the General Hewitt. 

1(J. On a review of our proceedings, we do confitkntly hope your Honourable Court 
will be satisfied that forbearance has been carried to the utmost extent, and that an 
anxiety to jtrevent emlvarrassment to his Excellency laird Amherst, will be deemed by 
your Honourable (^onrt a sulficieiil reatnin for not resorting to such measure.s as are in our 
jKiwer, and which we helieve might have brought this discussion to a close. AA^iat further 
remarks may be requisite on this subject, we shall have the honour to adtlress in our Se¬ 
cret Department, and proceed to tint, details necessary on the despatch of the Cornwall. 

21. Since writing the above paragraphs we received an Edict of the Viceroy, a transla¬ 
tion of which is forwarded in the extracts from our Considtations, and will no doubt evince 
to your Honourable Court the difficulty under which we labour in all negociations with a 
govenmicnt so void of truth in all their proceedings, and whose Edicts and actions on no 
(Kicasion uccortl. Vour Honourable Court will observe the declaration of our address 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 535 


liavinjT l)ec*n j>reficnted by the Merchants, at the niorrieiit tliut our Compraclore is still in 
confinoineiit, and has und(?rgonc the? sirverost treatment from false accusation of havino- 
conducted Eimipeans into the city. It is however a conclusive argmnent, that W'c coni- 
initti'd no error in pro<;eeding to the city with our address, as it would have been readily 
seized as an act of delinquency had it been contrary to the laws of China. The describing 
the General Hewitt as lying at the second bar, or rather alfeeting ignorance of her being 
at 'Whampoa, is a (amvincing j)rotif, added to many, of the statemi'Uts that are made on all 
transactions with foreigners. Should any reply be neces.sary, which however at the present 
moment with some prospect of commencing the lading of tin- General Hewitt, may be 
doubtful, it will require much consideration; and it only remains to assure your Honour¬ 
able Court, that however we must feel the continued insults in refu.sing our addresses, and 
the style of nqdving to them, together with the unjust s('izure and detention of our Com- 
])radore, we shall exert the utmost forbearance to ])rcvent any embarrassnu'iit to the Em¬ 
bassy tluring its residence in Canton. We beg however to suggest to your Honourable 
Court a letter from His Majesty’s Ministers to the Viceroy, warning him that a repetition 
of such acts must tend to break the bonds of amity so essential to both empires. 

22. Wi.‘ h.ive now the ])leusure to announce to your Honourable Court, that the Mer¬ 
chants have this morning presented an Edict, staling that a reply has been reci’ived from his 
Inqx'rial Majesty, granting the re(|uiri!d cargo for the Hewitt, but clogged with provisoi'S 
from the Viceidv himself of an unpleasant nature. It is demanded that wi' sliouhl write 
an address, which may be considered us a bond for the <letenlion of the General Hewitt till 
the arrival of the And)assador. We have assured the Merchant.s, that our won! having been 
once passed, as has been done in onr former h'tters to the Viceroy and Hopjx), we shall 
never deviate, and that they nuiy safely enter themselves into any security on this yioint. 
With respect to a positive injunction to load the returned presents in the Hewitt, we have 
informed them that their shipment will dejtend entirely on the wishes of the Ambassador. 
Hut we have ])eremptorily refused to write any lettcT dictated to us by those otlicers of 
Govermnent, who have declined receiving our sev<>ral addresses, and obstinately y)ersisted 
in not acknowletlging us by rcydies, as agreed to in the year 1814. In this ])oint we fee! 
coidident voiir Honourable Court will aj)prove our steaily resi.stancc: and the conduct of 
the Merchants this morning, throwing every impediment in the way of reconciliation, vas 
such as to compel us exjnvssly to state, that the j)resent discussion has been carrii'd to a 
length, which their personal inllui'iice might have prevented, had not tlu' two most wealthy 
Merchants conceived it an o])]»ortunity of once more making themselves the channel of 
communication between Europeans ami the Government. 
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EXTRACT LETTER, in the Secret Department, Rom the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 4th December 
181(5. 

Par. 8. We have the pleasure to inform your Honourable Committee, that our Com- 
pradore has at length been liberated, after a confinement of thirty-five days; he is much 

3 Z disfigured 
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~~ disfigured, and e\ idfintly suffers great paiu from tlie severe treatment lie endured. The 

Itedress of Linguist was released at the same time, l)ut the person called Along is still in confine- 

tii a vaiices, &c. ment. We called on the Merchants to know if this man was detained in consequence 

-- of his visit to the President, and they assured us on inquiry that his further detention 

(ii'ilenU^Hewkt several serious cotnjtlainls which had been ])referred against him by the vil¬ 

lage in which he resides; of the nature of these complaints however they declared them¬ 
selves ignorant. If is with regret we observe that we do not consider ourselves in any 
way indebted to the Merchants, at least the three seniors, tor this release; the apathy 
shown by them throughout this occurrence would lead to a confirmation of the accusa¬ 
tion against them in having been the primary cause of this seizure. 

9. \'our Ilonourahle Committee will observe in our Secret Diary ofthe2flh Novem¬ 
ber, a serious cause of apprehension in the information which we have received of a pri¬ 
vate ortler from the Viceroy to the police magistrate, to seize several persons in our 
employ. We felt it our duty to prepare a letter on this subject, but have received such 
assurances from the Merchants that lead us to hope this severe measure will not be pur¬ 
sued at present; but at the same time we fear that, notw'ithstandiug the 'Vonveniion 
signed by the present Viceroy in Ibl f, it will be resorted to whenever the officers of 
Ciovernmeiil may find an ojtportnnity of anmn-ing. Unwilling to enter into discussions 
unnecessarily, we have withheld our remoustrance, and as a change is to take )>lace in 
one of the principal officers conccrnctl in this measure, we trust the Merchants may 
prove successftd in withdrawing the warrant. 

10. A statement of our Public Proceetlings, as regarded the Cieiua-al Hewitt, was I'or- 
wartled to the Honourable C'ouri by the Cornwall. Our endeavours to remove the stigma 
thrown on a vessel attached to an important mission, and to carry into effect our orders 
in an early despatch of that ship, will, we hope, meet the approbation of your Honour¬ 
able Committee. We luive since that time jtroceeded (pdelly in the lading; but on 
the 2d instant the Mt rehants delivered an Kdict, which they informed ns required 
a written assurance from the Committee that she should wait the return t)f the Amb.as- 
sador, and that room should he left for the presents; the former demand intimated a 
doubt of the Committee fulfilling their engitgements, which could not be considered 
but as insulting and unwarratitable in men who must know that the Committee had never 
deviated from their word. With respect to the presents, it had been fully exjtlained to 
them, that whatever directions the Ambas.sador gave would be attended to, and iht^y had 
been desired to stale the number of ships that were at our disposal. In reply they de¬ 
clared they had .signed a bond, stating every particular, as directed by the Committee; 
but the officers of Government were ap[)rehensive that when loaded, the General Hewitt 
would be despatched : this insinuation was offensive, but we stilted that when we were 
satisfied of the contents of the Edict, it would be replied to. 

11. We were apprchen.sive, by tSie manner of the Senior Merchants, that more was 
implied than expres.sed by them, and in the evening, the teas ordered for the General 
Hewitt were slopped. This was an act that broke every engagement; and we prepared 
a short letter to the Viceroy, observing, that as the orders of his Imperial Majesty were 
di.sobeved, it became our duty to follow the instructions of our Honourable Employers, 
lutd we had therefore to request the grand chop, unless she was permitted to continue 
her lading. We apjn ized the Merchants ol'the contents, and called on them to use their 

exertion.s 
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exertions to prevent any further discussion. They were aware of thi reasons of the delay 
in replying to the Edict, as all persons in our employ were fearful of attending ; hut 
whilst it was preparing it was their duty to prevent all irritating steps in their power, by 
proper explanation, to fulfil our wishes. Puankhequa appeared ti> acknowledge the 
justice of our request, but Pinqiia would not coincide, us they were of opinion no further 
cargo woiihl be permitted unless our liond was given. We presented this short address, 
and if their endeavours faileil with the IIoppo, they might present it as our reply to the 
Edict. We learn to-day the letter has been received by the Viceroy. 

12. We should incur great risk of committing ourselves ditl we venture an opinion on 
the re|)ly U> this letter; but as the Cleneral Hewitt is not far short of her cargo, we 
trust your Honourable Committee would approve of the measure of despatch, should 
the credit of the nation reqidre such a step. It only remains for us to assure vour 
Honourable Committee, that it would not be resorted to but in the event of meeting 
such hostile language or treatment as would render further forbearance tamsurable. 
And we would wish to impress on your Honourable Committee, that we do not at pre¬ 
sent apprflTcnd any serious consequences. 


EXTR ACT LET'rER. in the Public Department, from the SKLECT (X)MMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated l!>tli December ISKJ. 

Par. 3. It is with satisfaction we re|>ort to your Honourable Court, that a full lading 
has been permitted to the Ceneral Hewitt, on the condition that she remains till the 
arrival of his Excellency Lord Amherst. The delay that has occurred on this occasion 
has arisen from the highly reprehensible conduct of the Senior Merchants, who, in a 
mo.st insulting manner, refused to place confidence in our word. The Viceroy required 
a reply to his Edict, and the further security from the Merchants, that the (itmeral 
Hewitt should be detainetl till the return of the Ambassador. 'I'lic reply to the Viceroy’s 
Edict was instantly prepared, and every assurance w.is given to the Merchants that it 
.shTndd be delivered to them whenever the olfeiisive measure of stopping the teas ordered 
to be shippetl for the Hewitt was removed, a measure which we believe originated in 
their fears; but if it was determined by the officers of Government that no more cargo 
should be permitted, it became our duty to des])atch that ship immediately. 

4. After a discussion «>f several days, when the Merchants found us determined, in 
our resolution of despatch, a proposal was made by one of them of an additional para¬ 
graph to our letter, the purport of which had been privately explained to him. The 
object proposed to us was, the requesting the favour of an immediate despatch of the 
Hewitt, and a promise that two ve.ssels should be detained for whatever articles his Ex¬ 
cellency the Ambassador might wish to semi on board. This was readily admitted, but 
they were apprised that we tlid not bind ourselves to ship the pre.sents. A proposition 
was at length made by the Merchants, whether, if all the forms of shipping the teas in 
dispute were accomplished, we would deliver the reply directly into their hands. This 
having been the sole preliminary required by us, was readily assented to, and we hoped 
no further discussion would be necessary. 
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5. The Merchants, however, returned with our letter and proposed several altera¬ 
tions, which seemed suggestions of their own; and though apparently trilling in their 
nature, might have been turned to improper use; these were therefore refused. In this 
conversation, the intent of the Merchant in proposing the additional paragraph was 
•liscovered; and had we been dependent on the Chinese for our translations, us in former 
<lays, when this Merchant conducted the ncgociutions with the officers of Government, 
we should have been made to promise that the Hewitt .should await tlie arrival of the 
Ambassador; but that if his EKcellency despatched her immediately, two ships would 
be detained for the presents. This prevarication and attempt to overreach the Com¬ 
mittee led to an unpleasant discussion ; however, we could hut regret we were deceived 
in the support that had been promised by him, and that the paragraph had been inserted. 
Unless, therefore, we were permitted to withdraw this request, no alteration could be 
made in the letter. 

(i. The Senior Merchants .-ussembled the Juniors, and made a formal visit to the 
factory, the purport »if which the President had previously leartu was to obtain fresh 
assurances that the Committee were sincere in their intention of detaining''trie Hewitt. 
Having also been apprized th.at the Viceroy was .satisfied with our repb', and only 
required the security of the Merchants for its strict observance, their hesitation on this 
point (which had led to the stoppage of the teas) was an insult that called for the 
strongest marks of our displeasure; and the President trusts your Honourable Court 
will approve of his refusing ioconver.se further on this subject, or to summon the Com¬ 
mittee. H('desired them, Mr. Unnston being present, to obey the commands of the 
Viceroy, or to jirescnt the usual application to the Hoppo for the port clearance, which 
he delivered to the Head Merchant. They declined the latter alternative, and pro¬ 
ceeded to the city to sign the required bonds. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Director;?, dated 19th December lyl6. 

Par. 1. M'k had last the honour to address your Honourable Committee on the 4tli 
Novendier, and it is with satisfaction we report that our endeavours to obtain a full 
cargo for the Honourable Company’s ship General Hewitt, have been successful. 

2. It has been our intention on finding the arrival of the Ambassador did not take 
place at the time apjioinled by the Viceroy, to request His Excellency would grant per¬ 
mission for the sailing of the Hewitt, on our pledgitig that two ve.ssels should be reserved 
for wh.at(!ver articles his Excellency the Ambassador might wish to be shipped. We 
were ])rccipitated into this measure by a simil.ar proposition being made by one of the 
Merchants, and his anxiety for its insevtion in our letter led us to ho{)c a favourable 
result. 'I'lie turn, however, that was intended to be given to such application is fully 
detailed in our Public Letter by this opportunity, and most clearly evinces the necessity 
of encouraging, by every means, an obtainment of a perfect knowledge of the Chinese 
language. 
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(15.)—UK)SPECTIN(i Ills MAJESTV’S SHIP ALCESJ’E. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 8th November 1816. 

Pur. 23. \Vi; have now to report to j’oiir Honourable Court the safe arrival of the 
Alccste and Lj'ra on the 2d instant oil' Lintin. By letters received from Captain 
Maxwell this evening, wc have reason to aj)prcbend that the same hostile measures are 
proceeding with His Majesty’s .ships as was ailopted with the General H« witf; however, 
as it is probable that us the discussion will occur without the Boguc, no material obstruc¬ 
tion is to be appr(‘hcnded to our concerns, and we trust in a .short time to be enabled to 
despatch to your I lonourable Court the early shij)s of the .season with more authentic 
iiiformution. 


LETTER from Sir Theophiius .T. Metcalfe, Bart., I’RESIDENT of the SET.EC"! 

COMMIT'FEE of Supracargoes at (lanton, to Thomas Reid, Esq., Chairman of the 

Honourable Court of Director.s, dated Canton, the 16th November 1816. 

(Private.) 

Dear Sir: 

The American Con.sul called on me late this evening, to say, a fust sailing American 
vessel would be despatched per Amsterdam to-morrow. To write a public opinion on 
the result of Wetlnesday night would be committing ourselves; but as exaggerate I 
reports now Hying about will reach England, it will prove satisfactory to you to receive 
some particulars from me. Oii the arrival of the Alceste, a Mandarin with a blue 
button went on board at I.intin, stating himself to be deputed from the Viceroy; be 
was civilly received. Captain Maxwell requested him to convey his wishes to the 
V’jceroy for entering the Bogue, and fair promises were given. In a day or two jinothei 
Mandarin visited the Alccste, who declared himself to be deputed by the Viceroy. On 
Captain Maxwell observing he had already communicated with an officer of rank, who 
had promised to convey his wishes to the Viceroy, he was informed the first Mandarin 
was not authorized in what he had done or said. Captain Maxwell instantly requested 
some proof b}^ which he might ascertain on what authority he himself visitetl the ship. 
The reply was given in strong assurances, and as a prooli he would instantly return to 
the Viceroy, and bring such an answer. Captain Maxwell desired him to fix a day, and 
he named five days hence, to which the Captain objected, as being too long, but at 
length agreed, and describing bis shij) in distrass frofn bad weather, stated the necessity 
of proceeding into .smooth water within the Bogue. 'Phis man departed, promising to 
return with a reply. Captain Maxwell reitiained quiet six days, receiving many insult^ 
to the British flag. Provisions were only to be procured by the Compradores at night 
bringing them on board. Armed boats, though keeping some distance, were .stationed 
round her. These removed themselves in a few days, but were met again near Chunpee. 
The time being expired, the Alceste weighed anchor, and proceeded to Chunpee. She 
. found 
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found stationed here a flotilla of boats, the Commander of which sent a low Chinese to 
order him to anchor, or a gun would be fired. The words had scarcely passed his 
mouth when the threat was put in execution, and they fired several guns without shot. 
Captain Maxwell received it as a salute, and returned it with blank cartridge. Shortly, 
Hi-.Majesty’s Ship however, shot passed by from junks and the fort. You will readily, sir, conceive the 
feelings of a Captain of a British man-of-wur, who in this spot was committing no act 
iliat could give offence, for the ship was below tlie place where the men-offwar usually 
anchor. One shot fired over the Chinese Commandant’s head silenced these warriors, 
and Captain Maxwell feeling pity for the men, acting most probably under strict orders, 
did not continue. The wind failing, and tide nearly down, the Alceste was compelled 
to anchor; and here 1 must observe, that a Merchant told me this morning that this 
step was reporttul to be in consequence of the active exertions of the squadron. In the 
evening the wind proving fuvourabh;. Captain Maxwell weighed anchor, for having found 
the Chinese so determinedly hostile, it became necessary to support the honour of the 
flag, and to maintain the privilege granted to the Lion, bv instantly proceeding within 
the Bogue. The moment she weighed, a signal was made from the boats,'’1lnd "lights 
displayed at all the forts, with a sharp cannonade from four I'orts, containing probably 80 
or 100 guns, two of which have been lately erected. Several shot struck the Alceste, 
two of which are at present in her bows, and it was impossible to curry forbearance aii j' 
further. Captain Maxwell when sufficiently near the forts, about half a musket shot, 
poured in his broadside ; the lights di.sappearcd in a moment, and little more was heard 
from those on the slarboard side; but a fort on (lie larboard, against which the guns 
could iKJt be brought to bear, continued its fire for .some time. The Alceste anchored 
at second bar without further molestation, and Captain Maxwell arrived in Canton this 
morning, 'rims far is a short statement of du; movement (.f the .Mceste, which will un¬ 
doubtedly give rise to many reports. W’e have now from the inferior Chiiujse accounts 
from three to forty men killed; but from the manner in which the Senior Merchants 
bdiaved yesterday, when they declared their ignorance of any firing having taken place, 
and their readiness to place ihe ship in any Jiorl, if she w'ould retire in one day, I am 
h.'d to believe they will not admit the firing, and that tlu^y would willingly hush up the 
encounter. This England cannot consent to, and believe me, sir, the acts of a \’iceroy 
will ever continue arbitrary and unjust, if not properly resisted. The trade only re¬ 
quires a check on his conduct, and the extortion of other Mandarins at Canton, and I 
trust the cautions, judicious and firm conduct of Captain Maxwell on this occasion, will 
lay the foundation of placing the Company’s trade on a steady footing, and receive that 
support from the Ministers and Court of Directors as will convince the Chine.se the 
blood of Lord Anson still flows in the veins of Engli.shmen. I might be told, as Pre¬ 
sident of the Factory, these are not the sentiments 1 should promulgate; in reply, I 
assert they are the sentiments held "in pru^ate by every man who has visited China in the 
last twenty years, and it is only to be regi'etted, the constant victories gained by a 
few Supracargoes should not have carried such conviction, as to make the.se sentiments 
more agreeable. I am aware they are not to be stated in a public letter, but as through¬ 
out life 1 have never disguised my opinions, I feel it my duty to convey them in some 
manner. I have lost my most worthy father, and have not the honour of being inti¬ 
mately known !o any Director, 'rinil father introduced me to you, and taught me, sir, 

to 
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to respect your character to a degree that lias induced me, in a mixture of public and 
private, to convey the actual state of things in China. 

Now, my good sir, to the part we have taken in regard to the Alceste. With the 
Merchants I have declined all interference, and referred them to her captain. But, as 
was my duty, I privately warned Cujitain Maxwell of the character of those he had to 
deal with. If he did not think the privilege established by the Lion, viz. entering the 
Boguc, a sufficient point to be attempted whilst any risk of discussion existed, I suggested 
a plan of proceedings for remaining without the Bogue ; but if he conceived the Ambas¬ 
sador wished, and his own judgment determined him that it should be insisted upon, I 
then pointed out the fallacy of negociation, and that in China the act must be performed 
ioid al'terwards discussed. Had any i'orinal application been made, it would have been 
refused; not upon the laws of China, but the arbitrary pleasure of an hostile Viceroy, 
and any proceeding contrary to his expressed will and pleasure would have proved very 
serious. As it is, I do hope the Viceroy will discover his error throughout, and that no 
evil consequences may arise to our trade. In a fortnight I hope we may despatch .some 
o |^~ rm v.i4rfpis with the result. From present appearances, I should boldly say, there is 
no cause ii)r apprehension, but if 1 am mistaken, I should beg to plead, that the matt 
who can, in C'hina, decidedly prophecy the acts of the morrow, is unborn. A few more 
words on myself, lfthe.se ideas should be hchl ns too strong, I have only to request 1 
may be judgctl by my public acts, and 1 feid conlideut that no chief under whom I have 
served will scruple to say, the tbmpauy never had a more zealous servant. Throughout 
my conduct in this present discussion, I comlemn myself for forbearance; at the same 
time, I act from instructions, and have only the alternative of endeavouring to convince 
the (loin t, that absolute submi.ssion is not necessary. I trtist 1 luiver shall be the cause 
of losing the trade, or, I lutpe, give the Company real cause to be olVended witli me. 
Again apologizing for intruding myself on you, 

I remain, dear Sir, t'our’s most faithfully, 

(Signed) 'J'heos. J. Metcalfe. 


CHINA CAf'i r!'-. 
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LX fRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 'Ith December 
J816. 

I’ar. 2. Since wc had last the honour to address the Honourable the Secret Com¬ 
mercial Committee by the Cornwall, His Majesty’s ship Alcesie has entered the river, 
and we beg to refer to our Public Consultations of* the 17th November for the slate- 
inent which we received from Captain Maxwell of his procetalings, and the hostile 
opposition of the forts at the Bogue, unjustifiable in its commencement, at Chunpee, 
and we arc confident in no means warranted by an)' orders from his Imperial Majesty. 
When it was known that the Alcoste had entered the Bogue, wc learnt that un Edict 
was published in the city, notifying that although unusual for King’s vessels to enter 
the river, on this particular occasion permission had been grunted. JSuch un assertion 

will 
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will be convinciij" to your Honourable Committee of the little reliance that can be 
placed on auy edict. 

8. Captain Maxwell on his arrival in Canton addressed a letter to the Viceroy, which 
was translated by Mr. Bunnerman with the assistance of Mr. Ball, and it is with 
s Ship p]e,asure we notice the satisfaction expressed by Captain Maxwell of the manner in 
’ which this translation was made. The letter was sent through one of the Compradores 
to the head Merchant by Captain Maxwell, with particular directions tlmt he should 
deliver it with his compliments. The President had previously informed the Senior 
Merchants, that it w'ould be delivered to them in this manner or by Captain Maxwell 
himself. It was at their own request that they became the bearers of the letter; it 
however suited the purpo.se of Government that the Committee should be connected 
with this transaction, and consequently the Merchants did not scruple to assert they 
had received the letter from the President; our Compradore readily aj)pcared before 
the Merchants, and declared that he had never mentioned Sir T. Aletcalfe’s name, but 
stated the letter was delivered to him by Captain Maxwell. Piiiqtia and Puankhequa 
however firmly denied this, and claimed a right to belief from their both ci^eo—tingjn 
the assertion ; we are, however, confident the Compradore would not have ventureil to 
appear before them in this manner, had he not strictly obeyed the injunctions given 
him. Any altercation must have led to a very serious dispute, but we have lliuught it 
our duty to report it to your Honourable Committee, as a proof of the deceits which 
are practised in all ncgociations with this Government. 

4. This conduct came to our knowledge by our permitting Puankhequa to read an 
address from the Viceroy to the Merchants, which directed them to apprize tin; 
Pre.sidenl for the information of the British Captain, of his answtrr to Captain 
Maxwell’s letter, the preamble of which stated the letter had been delivered to them 
by the Prc.sident. In the course of the reading of this document, to which we had 
consented as a private communication, we fully discovered their intention of reporting 
to the Viceroy that his orders had been obeyetl; we therefore stopjied their further 
proceedings, and we trust your Honourable Committee will approve of our determina¬ 
tion not to interfere in this discussion. 

.5. It aiipcared by the extracts read to us, that the \ iceroy had omitted such parts of 


Captain Maxwells’ letter, the terms which might either be offensive to the Govern¬ 
ment, or more particularly pointed out the unjustifiable acts of hostility; the defence 
set up for the conduct of the officers of the forts was alleged to arise from the hasty 
proceeding in entering the Bogue, which did not jierinit the receipt of his orders, said 
to have been published on that very d.ay, in the Edict to which we have alluded in the 
2d Paragraph. We do not hesitate to express our firm belief that no success would 
have attended negociation, and that but for the judicious and firm conduct of Captain 


Maxwell, the privilege granted in‘1793 jvoidd not have been preserved. 

6. Although we had informed the Merchants that no C aptnin in His Majesty’s Navy, 
employed on so important a mission, could receive an answer addre.ssed to Merchants, 
they proceeded to visit (’aptain Maxwell, who, as cxfiected, refused to see them. They 
afterwards sealed the paper, and sent it by a Compradore, which was returned, and on 
opr pointing out the impropriety of such a proceeding, they declared the order from 
the \'iceroy is so positive, that they must endeavour, by all means in their power, to 

obtain 
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obtain iu> reception: we have assured them this is unuvuilin^, andiif the answer is not 
given in a re.spectfnl maimer, it is not required, but t'aptain Maxwell will probablv 
again atldre.ss the Viceroy. The Lyra brig anchored at the .second bar without molesta¬ 
tion ; pilots were ofFereil, and every mark of attention show n on passing through the 
liogne. 


(L.) 
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fifi ) —rxsCt'sSIONS WI TH THE riOVEKNME.VT OK CA.N’TON—SEASON 1 - 17 -lH. 


EX rRA(' r LEr i EIi in the Public Department, from the SEIjFX’T ('OMMI'I' I EE 
of 8u()racargoes at L'antoii to tlie (’ourt of Directors, ilated 8th Decemlx-r 1817. 


Par. 62 . In the course of last summer, an attack, of an unusually daring and 
alroeioii.s nature, was made by a party of Chinese upt>n the American ship W'abash, 
while aCrf'^chor in Mactio Road.s, bv which severtd American seamen were killed, 
propi.rty in opium, dollars and articles of lesser value, was carried olV. W't'deemed it 
jiroper to addres.s the Government upon this occasion, to give weight to the represe.nta- 
tiotis of the (.'onsul of the United Stat('s upon a snliject which involved the interests of 
all foreign nations trading to C hina. A number of the robbers were shortly arrested, 
together with considerable part of their booty : three of the former underwent eajiilal 
punishment at Canton ; the opium being a prohibited article was ordered to be 
destroyed, but the money was restored to the commander of the ship, who was called 
before the C^nangchow I'oo, and dismis.sed with a reprimaml for appearing upon the 
co.ast of Cdnna with a jirohibited article, by which he had subjected himself to a punish¬ 
ment, though it was remitted in this instance as an act of clemency. 

G3. 'file captains of the country ships then re<-eni.ly arrived appealed to ns for 
instructions for their guide : the question was one of peculiar delicacy. Nations in 
general must be admitted to po.s.sc.ss the right of regulating their commerce according to 
their separate views of policy; but (.’hina forms an exception to civilized countries, 
wi^iere trade is regulated by treaties. Foreigners have, equally with native.s, the 
protection of the laws. When custom is invariably referred to by one jiarty as the rule 
of action, it is but equitable that the advanluges of that test should be reciprocal. 
Viewed in a prudential light, the admission of the novelty attempted to be imposed by 
the Merchants was greatly to be deprecated, as the records of the official year 1860-01 
prove, that a conspiracy to attach the charge of smuggling to an obnoxious Hong is 
within the ingenuity of the Chinese. Upon reviewing the circumstances likely to arise 
from the admission of the bond by foreigners, we resolved to oppose the measure 
rigorously, issued orders to the commanders of all country ships, forbidding the 
signature of any such instrument; after a conSiilerable delay, and some correspondence 
with the Merchants, the measure was abandoned by them, and trade resumed as 
formerly. 

Gi. Tran.sactions had scarcely taken their usual course, when threats of an intention 
oil the part of the Chinese Government to .search all ships in the river, occasioned a 
second appeal to our Board from the captains of country ships. The same reasoning 
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which against gciiural principles justifies opposition to the enactments of this Govern¬ 
ment, in llie instance mentioned above, imposed it as a duty upon us to manifest a 
determination to unite the force of the British trade, to resist an innovation which 
would entail very serious impediments upon the trade between India and China. The 
removal of Ilis Majesty’s frigate Orlando from Lintin to Chiinpee, joined with the 
publicity of the resolution to resist a search, we believe had a due effect, and the 
apprehensions of the attempt being made gradually disappeared. 


(17.)— ])ISCU!?SIONS MTTH the HOVEUNMENT of canton_ SEASON lS20-lSi’i. 

Chinese killed by an Officer of the Company’s Ship London. 

LE TTER from the SELECT COMMlT’l EE at Canton to the Secret Committee of 
the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 7ih December 1820. '*•••' 

Ntasdir Ih20-21. Par. 1 . We avail ourselves of the departure of the American ship Ophelia, bound 
Di adi oi'.iChiiiesu. direct to Cowe.s, to address your Honourable Committee previously to our closing our 
desjjatches to England by the Honourable Company’s ships Orwell and Scaleby C astle, 
w'hicli will .sail in a few day.s. 

2. We think this indispcnsalily nece.ssary lest information from other quarters should 
be received in England before those ships arrive, which may create alarm and appre¬ 
hension to the Honourable Court, from the unfortunate occurrence of a ( hinese having 
been killed at Whampoa on the 27th ultimo, whereby we have been involved in a dis- 
cicssion with this Government, and which at one lime led us to apprehend the most 
serious embarrassment to the Honourable Company’s trade in China. 

3. As your Honourable Coniiidttee will very .shortly be in possession of our detailed 
proceedings, we shall confine ourselves to a brief statement of the facts which cau.sed this 
unfortunate occurrence, the steps adopted by the Chinese authorities in consequence, 
and the remarkable and singular circumstances which have been fortunately combined 
to bring about a favourable and speedy termination of the difficulties which have 
threatened the Honourable Company’s interests at this port; the details of our jiro- 
ceedings upon this important subject we .shall forward by the Honourable Company’s 
ships Orwell and Scaleby Castle. 

4. On the 27th ultimo a boat from the Honourable Company’s .ship London, with 
Mr. Pigott, fifth officer, and six men, })roceeded up a branch of the river some distance 
from the .shipping, for the purpose of procuring water; during their passage up to the 
watering jilace, us appears from the depositions of the seamen, they were iissaulted with 
^tones, and also experienced (as is but too common) much abusive language from the 
Chinese on the hanks of the river; a .ship’s musket had been unfortunately put into the 
boat, and Mr. Pigott, in order to intimidate the Chine.se, on one occasion discharged 
it loadetl with peas in the direction of a party consisting of men and boys who were thus 
irritatii^ him; after an interval he loaded the gun with what is supposed he believed 
ivas a t^nk cartridge, and pn another occasion of abuse and much pelting, he discharged 
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It a second time so loaded, intending to fire it over the heads of the’insulting parties ; it 
appears he was not aware that he had struck any of the Chinese by tliese shots; and it 
is staled by the seamen in the boat that they conceived no dangeroits consequences had t; 
ensued. Having completed their watering trip, they returned late at niglit to the 
London. 

h. It has since apj»eared that both these shots took eftect, the first by slightly wound¬ 
ing three? boys, and the last by occasioning the death of a man. 

(). Some Chinc.se who were near the spot at tlie time, in order to ascertain wlio were I k 
tho.se who shot the man, pursued the London’s boat, anil having traced lu:r alongside, 
proceeded at once to the Mandarin of the district, and lotlgi-d ti complaint again.st that 
ship, with all the circumstances of this unfortunate event; the result of this was an olli- 
cial communication from the Puan-hu-Hien to the Merchants, recapitulating the cir¬ 
cumstances, and directing immediate inquiry to be made for the ollenders, and the 
nation to which they belonged. This official document, dated on the 2d December, 
was communicated to us by the Merchants on the morning of the 29th ultimo, and was 
the^irst.Jatiihation we liad of this unfortunate occurrence. 

7. The delay that thus occurred before we were made actpiainted with the circum¬ 
stance, and the advanced progress the affair had arrived at in the knowledge of the offi¬ 
cers of Government, rendered it difficult, if not impossible, to silence its further progress 
by pecuniary bribes, but W'e lost no time in trying their efficacy, and succeeded so far 
with the family of the deceased Chine.se, in quieting the cxprc.ssion of their fecling.s, and 
neutralizing their evidence, as to make it appear this unfortunate occurrence was 
wholly unintentional; and we sent off an express to Macao for Dr. Morrison, who 
was absent with our permission, but whose imnicdiate presence now became indis¬ 
pensable. 

8. As wc were assured a di.scussion with the Government was inevitable, and that 
their demand for an investigation into the tiffiiir and surrender of the oflending party 
would be perem|)torv, we lost no time on the. 39th ultimo in appointing a Committee of 
Comniander.s, to proceed instantly to Whtitnpoa to inipiire into the circumstances, and 
make a rejmrt of their proceedings to us in writing. 

fl. On the 1st instant the Pnan Yuc Hecn, Magistrate of the M’liamjioa district, pro¬ 
ceeded down to Whampoa, and, with the accustomed fortnality, held an inipicst on the 
body of the deceased Chinese; atid having eornpleted the tleposilion.s taken on this 
occasion, he forwarded liis report to the higher tnilhorities; it arrived in due course to 
the knowledge of the Viceroy, who, jointly with the Hoppo, issued tm Kdict addressed 
to the Merchants, dated the 2d instant, requiring them without delay to acquaint the 
English Chief with these occurrences, and directing instant measures to be taken for 
investigating the affair, and apprehending tlie offiender. This Kdict was communicated 
to us privately the same evening, and on the following morning, the 3d instant, we 
received it from the Merchants officially, it was also coupled with another Edict from 
the Puan-yuc-heen, stating that the business now assumed a more atrocious aspect, for 
it had been ascertained that three boys had hecn wounded on the 27th ultimo, besides 
the Chinese who had been shot; it further added, that as this alfair was traced to have 
been committed by persons belonging to the Lomlon, all commercial intercourse would 
be suspended with that ship until the offending jiartics were delivered over to tlu ni fdr 
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trial and judgment i no suspension, however, of the general commercial intercourse, 
or interdiction to the departure of ships took place. 

10. From the Report of the Committee of Commanders we could obtain but very 
vague information as to the facts which led to this unfortunate affair, but we received 
the certain intelligence that Mr. Pigott, the fifth officer of the Loudon, was missing, 
and we have since learnt that he absconded on the 1st instant. 

11. Immediately on receiving this intelligence, we ilirected strict search to be made 
for Mr pigott in all British ships in the port, with directions for his apprehension, 
which however provetl fruitless. 

12. Dr. Morrison arrived at Canton on the 3d, and by his valuable assistance and 
thorough knowledge of the Chinese language, we were speedily put in full possession of 
the tenor of the demands made by this Government; but as on so important and serious 
a subject it would he imprudent to be precipitate in our reply to the Viceroy, we 
informed the Merchants we must deliberate upon it, and form an answer on tlie follow¬ 
ing day. 

13. Although Mr. Pigott's having absconded relieved us from all apptelyjpsion of 
the necessity that might otherwise have existed for our submitting to his being exannnVu, 
and perhaps convicted of an offence which our laws might probably consider ns man¬ 
slaughter, but which those of China would treat as capital, we were unavoidably exposed 
to great difficulties and embarrassments; tor the idea of a criminal having escaped, how¬ 
ever great the opportunity afforded him for so doing, was an occurrence which the 
Chinese authorities could never publicly avow as possible. 

14. In this dilemma, while deliberating on the measures it would be necessary for us 
to adopt, an event took place on board the Honourable Company’s ship Duke of York, 
at Whampoa, os unexpected in its occurrence as it was likely to prove favourable in its 
consequences in putting an immediate termination to our difficulties. 

1.5. An express reached Canton late on the night of the 3d instant, informing the 
President that on that day, shortly after an officer and party were on board the Duke of 
York charged with our orders to search after and detain Mr. Pigott, the butcher of that 
ship had suddenly cut his throat with a razor, and instantly expired. The first idea that 
siiggestetl itself to the officers at Whampoa was to carry the corpse of this unfortunate 
man to the London, and affirm that it was the remains of the fifth officer of that ship. 
It was finally, however, arranged that no measure should be taken without our previous 
knowledge. 

16. We determined upon ordering that the body should not be removed from the 
Duke of York; for great as the temptation was to avail ourselves of this most singular 
and remarkable coincidence to delude the Chinese Government with the idea that the 
person who had thus committed suicide was actually one of the persons in the London's 
l)oat on the 27th ultimo, and that^ he had been induced to commit violence upon him¬ 
self from the dread of his impending fdte, and a sense of deep remorse at the unfor¬ 
tunate events of that day, we did not conceive it would be consistent either with our 
own feelings or the character necessary to be maintained by the representatives of the 
British nation in this country, to affirm in writing a statement not founded in truth. 

17. 'As, however, the Chinese Government might choose to avail themselves of such 
;i subterfuge (and we were informed the Viceroy would gladly embrace it), we considered 
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it our duty, under the embarrassments we might otherwise be plabed in, to facilitate 
rather than impede an inference to be drawn from the above circumstances which 
might enable them to satisfy the forms of justice. 

18. We accordingly, on the 4th instant, addressed a short note to the Merchants, the 
substance of which, at their request, on the subsequent day, we embodied in an address 
to the Viceroy, copy of which we have the honour to enclose, and which we trust will 
meet with the approbation of your Honourable Committee. 

19. The result of the letter we thus addressed to his Excellency was an order from 
him for the Quang-chow-foo, and two Mandarins of rank, to proceed witli the Merchants 
to Whamptta, to investigate the causes which led to the suicide of the butcher, and to 
investigate the boat’s crew of the London. 

20. On the 6th instant the above-named officers of Government proceeded on board 
the Duke of York on duty, and having examined the corpse of the butcher, and 
satisfied themselves that he had himself put a period to his existence, they summoned 
the six seamen who were in the London’s boat on the 27th ultimo before them, for 

of obtaining their evidence as to the facts of the occurrences of that 

day. 

21. This evidence, with a statement of all that took place on board the Duke of 
York before the Mandarins, is fully detailed in our records, which will be forwarded by 
the Honourable Company’s ship Orwell, having been communicated to us by Mr. 
Smith, wMl), in conjunction with Captains l.arkins, Patterson, and Adams, had been 
directed by us to be present. 

22. Referring your Honourable Committee to these records, we shall refrain in the 
present despatch from entering more fully into the evidence, further than to state that, 
as expected, it was entirely fabricated for the occasion, and having been corroborated 
by the six seamen, and the friends of the deceased Chinese having satisfied the forms 
of justice, the Mandarins left the ship. 

23. Thus has the Honourable Company’s Trade been relieved from serious impending 
embarrassments, although we cannot, strictly speaking, justify the means adopted to 
bring about this favourable issue, we trust, with the knowledge we possessed of the 
Chinese officers of Government being willing to lend themselves to the deception, that 
we shall not incur the disapprobation of your Honourable Committee for countenancing 
an expedient which has thus speedily brought about a termination of the difficulties 
which threatened the Honourable Company’s interest in this port. 


extract LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 

at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 29th December 1820. 

• 

Par. 6. Shoutly after the termination of flie discussions respecting the death of the 
Chinese, it was intimated to us by Pinqua that it might be a very politic measure to 
ex;pedite as much as possible the depatrture of the London and Duke of York. The 
force of this suggestion was immediately acknowledged, and it has since derived addi¬ 
tional confirmation from a trifling occurrence a few days ago, which, however, has 
fortunately failed of the intended object. 
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1. We are inforilied that a miliury graduate^ recently returned from Fekin, on 
hearing of the proceedings in the late case of homicide* conspired with three or four 
other men to reverse the proceedings, on the ground that tlie man who committed 
suicide was not the murderer; to effect this they sought out the aged father of the 
deceased Chinese, and instructed him to write out a declaration that he was not satisfied 
with the late proceedings. Whilst engaged in preparing this document, the Whampoa 
magistrate (the Pwan-yu-heen), suddenly came upon the party and seized tliem. He 
Death of a Cliinesc. obtained from the old man an affirmation that he had been eaxited to write the statement 
in question, and taught how to word it; and upon a report being made to the Fooyuen, 
he ordered that the parties implicated should be prosecuted with rigour, us exciters to 
litigation. 

12. The late attempt to revive the proceedings, has, no doubt, originated in the hope 
of extorting money from the persons connected with the foreign trade. We trust, 
however, that as the attempt has met the decided reprobation of the Fooyuen, no 
further molestation need be apprehended from any persons in this district; and both 
the ships, as also Mr. Pigott, will have been removed before any advices can 
from Pekin on the subject. 


( HINA FAPEHS. 

■[eT , 

ICedress of 
(rrievances, &c. 


Discussions 
with Canton 
Government. 
.Season 1820-21. 


( 18 .)-COMPANy S TRADE STOPPED BY THE CANTON GOVERNMENT, IK CONSE¬ 
QUENCE OF SOaME CHINESE BEING KILLED BY PART OF THE CREW OK 
HIS MAJESTY’S SHIP TOPAZE. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 2d January 1822. 

8to])|)agt of Par. 2. In the letter which we had the honour to address to the Honourable the 
'(imjAaii vV 'I ratlc. Secret Committee on the 2ith instant, by the packet of the Windsor (duplicate of which 
we now enclose), we stated the unpleasant occurrence which had taken place at Lintin 
between His Majesty’s ship Topaze and the Chinese inhabitants of that island, and 
which has resulted in the death of two of the Chinese. 

3. The particulars of the affair were communicated by a report from Mr. Hamilton, 
the first Lieutenant of the Topaze, to Captain Richardson, a copy of which was handed 
to us by the latter officer, witli a letter from himself to us on the occasion. Copies of 
these letters were made numbers in the Windsor’s packet, and we have now the honour 
to forward duplicates of them, together with copies of the most important documents 
which have passed on this occasion. 

4. As soon as the Windsor was laden and ready for sea, we deemed it prudent to get 
her out of the river without delay. ConsitKiring it however impotent to have it in our 
power, if possible, to furnish the Honourable Court by her with information of the pro¬ 
bable result of the unpleasant event which had occurred, we considered it advisable to 
detain her a few days at Luitin for that purpose, and she has accordingly remained at 
that anchorage, waiting our final despatch to England. As the lading of the Repulse 
and Farquharson has since been effected, and their grand chops have not been withheld. 
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we have it in contemplation to despatch the Windsor forthwitli, and sliall have the honour 
to forward by her the whole of the proceedings of the Lintin affair. 

5. When in the early stage of the unpleasant affair at Lintin, we ascertained that the 
Honourable Company’s concerns were likely to be involved in consequence, we were 
anxiously engaged in pointing out to the local government, through the medium of the 
Merchants, the injustice of implicating the Honourable Company’s affairs in a trans¬ 
action wherein His Majesty’s ship alone had been engaged, in repeating what wo had on 
so many occasions already stated, how totally unconnected we were with the King’s ships, 
and how completely and positively they were beyond our authority and control; and 
that therefore we trusted we should be exempted from all embarrassment on this account. 

G. We regretted to find all our endeavours in this mode unavailing, and as soon there¬ 
fore as tlie suspension of our trade was officially announced to us, we considered it proper 
to address the Viceroy a temperate representation of the situation in which we were 
placed. 

7. Your Honourable Court will pei-ceive, by the Edict of the Viceroy issued in reply 
Jo jsui»si»presentation, that our appeal to him failed in producing the desired effect, and 

that his Excellency (who is at this time holding in himself pro tempore the seals of office 
of Viceroy, Fooyuen, and lloppo) has unequivocally declared, that he holds the Honour¬ 
able Company’s representatives responsible for the affair at Lintin. 

8. The tone and temper assumed by the Viceroy, and the footing on whieh he con¬ 
siders the sflfair, are fully manifested by his Edicts on the occasion, and we are concerned 
to say the trade continues suspended, nor is it in our power at this period to surmise 
what is likely to be the result of the very embarrassing situation in which we are placed. 

9. We beg to assure your Honourable Court, that every possible exertion on our part 
shall be used to remove the difficulties in which wc have been unfortunately placed. 


Redress of 
Grievances, &c. 


Stoppage of 
Company’s Trade. 

Death of a Chinese. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
• at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 5tii January 1822. 

Par. 4. By the Windsor, wo have now the honour to forward the whole of our proceed¬ 
ings thus far relative to the unpleasant occurrence at Lintin, whereby your Honourable 
('ourt will fully perceive the very embarrassing situation in which the Honourable Com- 
pajiy’s affairs and representatives have been placed on that account, and the pertinacity 
with which the Viceroy of Canton continues to hold tlicm responsible for the transactions 
<)l' his Majesty’s ship. 

We liave been daily encouraging the hope, that the Viceroy might be induced to 
relax in his very unreasonable demands, and that he would besides have deputed an officer 
of Government to the Topaxe, for the purpose of negotiating the existing difficulties with 
Captain Richardson himself, a meastiro, the propriety of which we have most earnestly 
pointed out to the Merchants, and one which your Honourable Court will perceive we 
suggested to tlie Viceroy, in our address tp him of the 29th ultimo, and which wo have 
again requested of him in our address of yesterday. 


G. Finding 
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6. Finding tliat kll our cflbrts to extricate ourselves from our very eiiibarrassiiig situ¬ 
ation were vain, and as it is impossible to calculate on what conduct the Viceroy may not 
pursue in bis present tone and temper, we considered the period had arrived when some 
actual steps should be taken on our part, which would manifest to the Chinese our deter¬ 
mination to resist, by the best means in our power, the inju.stice of their demands. 

7. We have, therefore, applied through the Merchants for the usual permission to 
embark the Honourable Company’s treasure, and have fixed on Monday next, the 7th 
instant, for sending it down to the Honourable Company’s ships at Whampoa, and boats 
from the several ships will accordingly be ordered up for the conveyance of the treasure 
on that day. 

8. It is impossible to say what may be the effect of this measure, but should no advance 

from the Chinese towards an adjustment of the present diflieulties arise from it, and 
affairs continue in their present posture, wc shall at least have the satisfaetiou of placing 
the Honourable Company’s property out of difficulty and danger, an<l, consequently, 
be less shackled should circumstances unfortunately compel us to resort to ulterior mea¬ 
sures. ' 

9. Not having heard from Captain Richardson, wc are unaware of what, his intentions 
are, and without some knowledge of them it is impossible for us to eome to any fixed 
determination as to the line of conduct to be pursued. Your Honourable Court, how¬ 
ever, may rely, that we shall not adopt any precipitate measures. 

10. In consequence of the two Edicts of the Viceroy of the 31sl. ultimo* and the 2d 
instant, we have considered it advisable to try the effect of another tenij)erate address to 
him, and we shall feel exceedingly rejoiced if it produces any alteration in the Viceroy ’s 
present inflexible conduct; two or three days, however, may, in all probability, elapse 
before tliis can be ascertained. 


EXTRACT LpyiTERin the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 16th January 1822. 

Par, 1. Our last address to your Honourable Court was dated on the .'ith instant, al 
which period we entertained hopes that our address to his Excellency the Viceroy of Can¬ 
ton of the 11th instant, might have brought about .some arrangement that would lead tu 
a termination of the unfortunate discussions in which wc have been inviJved with the local 
authorities of this province, in consequence of the affair at Liutiu. 

2. It is with regret we have to observe, that his Excellency has remained unmoved by 
our representations, and instead of listening to our suggestions of deputing some officer 
of Government to confer with Captain Ridiardson, has persisted in his unjust demands, 
and evinced the most inflexible determination in all his Edicts, either to have the mur¬ 
derers (as he terms them) delivered up"from the Topaze for trial and judgment, or to 
hold us individually responsible, should they bo withheld any longer by Captain 
Richardson. 

3. This threateniiig language of his Excellency the Viceroy, so undeviatingly persisted 
in and so often repeated, at length compelled us, for our more perfect security, to retire 

<• to 
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to Otip slilp*; we accordingly, on tlieTIth fiwtant, in the morning,* pfoceCdea frith the ^ 

whole PaotOry to the ships at Whamj^Oi, hdvhi^ pii®feviously emharliCd the treasure, and Redress of 

delivered ovfliP'fhe Factories and the pMip^ri^ th them to the charge,of the'Merchants, Grievances, &c. 
into whose hands we at the same time placed" Ta letter, which we had drawn up for the then 
officers the Viceroy, Fooyuen end Hop|»h,“e*!filaitntory of the daiis'es of our depar- Coropan^^rade. 

_ Death of a Gliinese. 

4. The decisive measure of the British Factory having retired fVom Canton, coupled 
with the temperate but firm language in which we explained our reasons for so doing to 
his Excellency the Viceroy, induced that Mandarin to reconsider the motives which had 
dictated his conduct towanls us, and on the day following our departure, he directed the 
Merchants to proceed to Whampoa, and verbally assure us that the threat of our per¬ 
sonal responsibility would no longer be insisted upon ; but having great reason to dis¬ 
credit the assertions of the Merchants, wo required them to bring us a written reply to 
our address to his Excellency the Viceroy of the 10th instant, befbre we could be indueiHl 
to think of returning to Canton, or indeed to listen to any overtures, 

^ 12th instant the Merchants again returned to us, bringing with them an 

Edict, addressed to them by the Viceroy, for our information, the purport of which was 
to remove the threat of personal responsibility from us, but still to hold it over the Cotu- 
piniy’s trade, in the event of “ the foreign niurdcrers’’ from Captain Richardson’s ship 
not being forthce ming for trial arid judgment. 

6. The tenor of this communication, written with the view to bring us back to Canton, 
but evincing in plain terms a determination to renew the discussion, and again to infer- 
tliot the trade, was not sufficient to induce us to alter our resolution of proceeding down 
the river; wc accordingly have arrived with the whole of the Honourable Company’s 
ships at this anchorage; but before adopting further measures, we shall await the reply 
of the Viceroy to our letter of tlie 13th instant, in answer to bis communication above 
alluded to. 

7. W’e have reason to expect that this letter to his Excellency, when ho sees the entire 
impossibility of our acting in the settlement of the Lintiu aflair, may have the eflect of 
inducing him to depute some officer of Government to confer with Captain Richardson, 
and thus devise some method of accommodation. The Merchants left us on the 13th 
instant, intending by every means in their power to recommend this course of proceeding 
to liis Excellency the Viceroy, and we are in great hopes that by this means the present 
unpleasant discussion may speedily be brought to a close, and that we may be enabled to 
resume our commercial transactions without risk of further impcdiincnt. 

8. We feel it impossible to convey to your Honourable C’ourt in the short compass i f 
a letter all the r^bning and argument which lias governed our conduct throughout this 
very arduou# and imporfaiit negociation, we therefore respectfully beg to refer your 
Honourable Court to die detailed account of jur proceedings, which we now forward 
per tlie iibhburable Company’s sliip Windsor, from tlie period of their commencing 
(19th Decwibei^'last) to the present date j and from this “ Statement” your Honourable 
Court will be enabled to form an accurate idea of the very embarrassing situation in 
which we have been placed. 


4B 


Bxtra’ct 
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Par. 2. By the Honourable Company’s ship Farquharson, which we do not deem it 
iulvisahli* to detain any longer in China, we now transmit a coiitiimalion of onr proceed¬ 
ings up to the present date ; and it is with sincere regret we have to inform your Hoiioiir- 
ahle Court, that, so far from any termination of our discussions having been eflected 
with the Cniiloii Cnvernment, we have been reduced to the necessity of removing the 
Honourable Coiiijnniy’s ships through the Boee,a Tigris, as the V'ieeroy has apparently 
placed such an insuperable bar to all hope of accommodation, by exacting conditions 
which it is utterly imjiossihlo for us to perform. 

3. So far from the Viceroy’s acquiescing in the request we made to him, of deputing 
some authorised offici’r of tJovernnient to confer with Captain Richardson, wc had the 
mortification to receive from that Mandarin a rcjietitioii of his uiijiisl demands, expressed 
ill the most unequivocal terms, in his I'klict to the Hoag Merchants for our infnruiii'i' T' 
under date the IGth .Taimnry. 

•1. The Hong Merchants, when they ileliyerod this document into onr hands, expressed 
their regret at the unfavourahle terms in whic.li it was couched ; but they assureil us, tliat 
although the Viceroy was conqx'lled in his ofiicial })apors to persist, iii his deinauds, he 
was in reality desirous to avail himself of any opening b)’ nhich he conld, ivilh the 
appearance of propriety, adjust the jiresenl embarrassing discussion ; and with this view 
the Hong Merchants suggested to us the expislieney of using our iiilluenee with Caj'talu 
liieliardson, to persuaih* Jiim, in compliance with the allusion made in the latter part of 
the N'ieerfiy’s Edict of the HUh instant, to address us, signifying his inability to settle 
the Linlin atl'air ; hut that he would, on Ids return to Ikiglaud, report it to Ids Sove¬ 
reign. ivlien ilnonlil he prosis-uted aeeording to law. 

Although foruK'r. and indeed daily experience, has taught ns that no reliance is 
to he placed in the assertions of the Merchants; and althoiigli we hail in t.lie outset of 
the jiresent discussion most positively declared that we could not interfere helweeu Cap¬ 
tain Rieliardsun and tlie Cldne.se authorities in an aftair so peculiarly their own. we were 
induced, in csaisideraiion of the vast imporlanee attending an adjiislnnnit of the Liutiii 
allair, to credit the assertions of the Merchants, and to depart from the ground wo had 
originally taken, by con.senting, in l omiiliaiice with their suggestions, to address Captain 
Richardson, stating their proposition, and leaving it to his judgment to acijuiesee in it 
or not. 


(). Captain Richardson, willing to avail him.self of any opening by which he could, 
consistently with his duty, bring- about a renewal of the suspended commerce of the 
Company, consoiited to comply with fhe^siiggcstiou of the Hong Merchants, and wrote 
us a letter founded thereon, which wc lost no time in incorporating in a letter to the 
lion;; Merchauf.s, and dclivereil into their hands. 

7. The Hong Merchants wished us to addre.ss this letter to the Viceroy ; but to this 
we could not conacuf, as that Mandarin had jilaccd our correspondence under such re¬ 
strictions, by his Edict of the IGth instant, that any address to him would he quite un- 
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iivailing'. At the oiilreaty, liowevor, of the Mcrchawls, received a^aAi from t)>ein after -- 

tlieir return to Canton, \vc conceded tljat point, in order that no impediment miglit stand in 
the way of the proposed mode of adjustment,-and'atldressed ihe Viceroy on the ’iOth (ij-ieviinces &c. 
instant, enelosin”' Cajtlain Richardson’s statement. 

S. d’he intervention of the (’liinesc new year on the ddd instant, prevented our receiving 
any official conimiinieation in reply‘u our address to the Viceroy for several iLiys ; hut 
on the •dfnh instant, the Merchants ag■^^u came down to the second bar, bringing with 
them an Edict to their address from the Viceroy, under date the tJ2d insfant, which ))ur- 
])orti'd to be an answer to our last a<ldress to that Mandarin,’ tlie tenor of which, .while 
it clearly j)roved the falsity of the Merchants’ suggestions, was hotliiug more, than a rei- 
t(?ratiou of the unjust demands of the Viceroy. 

0. X^nih'r such eircii'instances, and (s.nsidering it but too e\ ident from the general tenor 
of bis Edict, that the Viceroy was di'cidedly averse to any sort of accommodation of the 
^•xisting difUeuliies, wc deteriniued. conformably with our resolution drawn up on the 7th 
instant, to-adopt tin- detei ininatioii then contemplated of removing our sliip.'^ through the 
Ifoeca 'f'igris#; anil accordingly we proyeisled with the whole of the Company’s ships 
tI..(> ugh''!niut passage without molestation, and reached this anchorag<- the evening of the 
25th instant. 

1(1. W'e beg to assure your Honourable Court, that we are fully .sensible of the re¬ 
sponsibility we ha\e incurred in adopting the decisive measure of iiioiing the IJonoiii'able 
Coni))any’s ships through the IJocca 'I'igris ; but we were pie])ai-ed, if uece.s.sary, to take 
this re.spon.sibilily upon oiirsehes, from a eoiivielion, after the fruitless lenuiuatiou of 
e\ery other possible e.sjiedieiit, that lliis step w.is far more likely to eoiivinei' the Cliinese 
Glovernmenf of the firamos.s of our intentions, anil, consc-ipieutly, infinitely better eali-u- 
lated to bring about an aiToimuodatioii, if they were really desirous of pre.seriing oiir 
eoniineree, than the measure of onr remaining inactive and undecideil at the second har. 

11. I’nder this conviction we have removed the lloiiunrable ( omjianv s .ships to this 
anchorage ; and, we trust, this more dcci.sivc inca.siire may induce tile \’icerov at last to 
relax in his unjust and unreasonable demanils ; should this measure not produce such a 
ri'sult, it will then rcinaiu for our deliberate ami serious eoiisideratiou what further mea- 
siijes to adopt in our jiresent most eiiibarrassiiig .situation. 

12. .\ltliougli the iiicoiiM'iiieiiee attending the entire suspension of this valuahb* eoni- 
nierce nnist be verj considerable during the inlenal that innsl elapse bel'ore a refi'rence 
to higher aniborities c.in adjust the existing enibarrassiiK-nts, we eoneeiie that onr footing 
in this ciuintry must b(> greatly ameliorated by such referencig and the penuanent inte- 
terests of the llonourable Company and the llritisli nation far better secured, while, at 
the same time, the heavy responsibility incurred by lbc\iceroy will, in its eonsei|uenees, 
be the means id’ deferring bis successors from that indiscriminate use of the siisjjension of 
our eoinmerec, so frequently and unjustly employed b^' this Covennhent a.s a means to 
obtain their wishes on almost every occasion. • 

i;t. Under .such a view of our pre.sent very einharrassing situation, we have not scrupled 
to act up fully to the principles laid ilown, when wc adopted the residntioii of quitting 
Canton on the 11th instant; and, in order that our measures should ajqiear linu and eon- 
sistent in the eyes of the Chinese, we made arrangements the day following our arrival 

1 B 2 * Ml 


Stoppage ot 
Conipany’.s Trat[e. 
Death of aCliiucse. 



'HINA luriCRS. 
(li.) 

Hfclri-ss of 
(iricvuncc'8,&g. 

St<)|>j).igc of 
C ompaiiy’s Trade. 
J)»alh ofa Chinese. 


55^ SECOND APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT of t^e 

at this anchorage for filling up the r.irgo of the Kent, by (ransliipplng the Congo Teas 
into that sliij) Ironi the Cliarles Grant, W aterloo and Briilgewater ; and we also made 
the necessary preparations for removing tile cotton imported to our consignment per 
Ci.uniry sliip Susan, into our own ships at this anchorage. 

1J. U Idle these arrangements have been going on, we received intelligence through 
private ehannels from (Canton, tliat the sensation [irodueed there hy the departure of the 
Honourable Company's shijis out.side the Bocc^i Tigris was very considerable, and that 
might shortly oNpecd to rcivivc sumo further proposition from the Chinese government. 

15. On the 21)lh instant, the jMerchaiit.s, accompanied by the elder Chuiupia, came on 
hoard the Waterloo, we regret to .say, williout otlicial authority to confer with u.s from 
tile Government, hut merely with the view of making some proposition to us, which, in 
their ojiinion, might sjK'wlily terminate the pre.sent di.scussion. 

1(). IVe have already stated to your llonourahle Court how little the assertions and 
suggestions of the Merehants are to be relied upon. We considered it our du'y, how¬ 
ever, to attend patiently to any propo.sition they had to make, and, if j)o.ssil)le, to com- 
])ly with it. Their proposal now was tliat we .should persuade Captain Kicluyalson to 
assert that two seamen had absconded from the 'J'opaze, an assertion which, in tlii'ir ojm 
nioii, the Government would readily avail themselves of to adjust the dispute, by charging 
those two men with the guilt in the Lintin aflair. 

1/. Such a proposition, it is needless to state to your llonourahle Court, was instantly 
repelled as inadmissible, inasmuch as the as.sertion must come from Captain Uiehard- 
soii; and we felt convinced that officer w'onld never acquiesce in making one which would 
not only he devoid of truth, hut would also he an ef|uivoeal admission of eulpabi.’ily. 

IS. ^\'e then applied to the Merc^hants to know if they would be the hearers of a 
letter from Captain ilichardson to the Vieeroy, and upon their assenting to the proposi- 
tiiiii, we informed them that we had no doubt but that he would gladly avail himseir of 
that op])ortiuiity to recajjilulate the faet.s attending the Liiitlii alVuir, iu which he woidd 
satisfactorily remove from the mind of tin* Government a false im])ression that had gone 
abroad respeeling that unfortunate aiVair having been repeated a second day ; and we as¬ 
sured the Merehaiits, that had the Viceroy, in the first instance, coiidcscondcd to receive 
Cajitaiii llielinrdsoii’s statements, and given them that credit they were entitled to, sijch 
an imprcssioiuiever could have existed. We further stated, that on their taking charge of 
a letter from Captain Hiehardson to theViceroy, they must promise us they would deliver 
it unopened to that Mandarin. 

I'.t. 'I'lie. Mercliants stated that it was currently believed the seamen of the Topaze 
went on shore a second day, and committed acts of violence upon the natives in cool 
blood ; hut if this could be disproved the affair might he .satisfactorily terminated, for the 
Chinese law made a great distinction in such cases: they therefore consented to take a 
letter from Captain Kichardson, av>d deliver it unopened to theViceroy, provided we 
could as.surc them it contained an explanation of this important fact. 

20. W’e of course had no hesitation in giving this assurance, and Captain Richardson 
has drawn up a letter this day to the desired effect, with which the Merchants have de¬ 
parted for Canton; and they seem to think it probable that the Viceroy, on the strcugtli 
of it, will depute an officer of Government on board the frigate to confer with Captain 
* Richardson 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


555 


cirrNA 


Richardson on this point, and that (ho biisinoss will be finally nrraiifrod to onr satisfac¬ 
tion, and the renewal of the Conipan\'’s comnacrco bdlow as a matter of course. 

21. We have thus briedy re<‘apitnlatod to your Honourable Court the s'ate of our dis¬ 
cussions with the Canton (jovernnient, from the period of the sailing of the Windsor to 
the present date ; a more trying and anxious period, wo will venture to a.ssert, was never 
e.xperiencerl, but we have great satisfaction in reflecting that thnnighout this embarrass¬ 
ing ncgitciation, w'liilc wc have steadily resisted every unjust demand, wo have tmiforady 
availed ourselves of every suggestion tending to restore the suspended eoniuierce of (he 
Honourable Company which we could adopt with a duo regard to the principles of (ruth, 
consistency and honour. 
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LE'rJ’EIi in the Tublic Dep.ardnent, from the SELECT COMMITTJ':i!: 
at (.’anton to the Court of Directors, dateil 7lh February 1822. 


Par. In our last .Des])atch we stated to your Honourable Court that the Mer¬ 
chants had consented to deliver a letter from Cajitain Richardson to the Viceroy, reca- 
])itulating the facts attending the Lintin affair, and exj)laining away the erroneous im- 
jtression entertained by the Chinese of a second day's conflict having occurred on (hat 
unfortunate occasion. 

d. ’I’his explanation, it was presumed, might atlbrd the Viceroy the iiK'ans of adjusting 
the present very embarrassing discu.ssions, and the Merchants left us on the 2*.lth ultimo, 
very sanguine in their expectiitions of the success of this expedient. 

r>. On the second in.stant we had the satisfaction to hear that the Merchants, together 
with two .Mandarins, the Pan-Yu, and the Tung-kwan (or (’bimpee) .Magistrate, wiwe 
o'li their way to Chunpee, the tw'o latter having been de]ni(ed by the \'iceroy to pn.)ceed 
on board the 'J’ojiaze, and confer with Captain Richardson on the Lintin affair. 

(>. On the 3d instant, the.se two Mandarins repaired on board the frigate, and received 
from (’aptain Richardson a statement of the occurrences at Lintin on the Kith Doeeinber 
last, and having examined some of the seamen who were woimderl on that oeeasion, they 
reflirned to ('anton to make their report on the same to the Viceroy. 

7, \Ve .shall sincerely rejoice if this oflicial mission, so long and earnestly rerjnested by 
us, may' prove beneficial in its results, and be availed of by the Viceroy as a nnsins of 
terminating at once the dilficulties under which the Honourable Company’s trade is at 
pre.seut labouring. 

H. From the conversation, however, which took place between the Merchants and 
ourselves, on the morning the Mandarins vi.sited the Topaze, wc can harilly venture to 
conjecture whether such will or will not be the residt. 

y. It apirears from the communication of the MerclNUits, that although the Mandarins 
deputed to inquire into the Lintin affair wotikf cheerfully rejiort CapUiiu Ricbardsoii's 
statement of it to the Viceroy, the Chinese laws emdd never admit the plea of self- 
defence as jtistifiable ; that, therefore, the Viceroy would .still be imperatively called upon 
to persist in demanding the surrender of the scsinicn, so long as the Topaze remained in 
China. 
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10. If this be true it is hot easy to s6e in what tnuiiner the visit of the Chinese Ma¬ 
gistrates can tend to a final adjustment of the present differences. That deputation may- 
have been ordered by the Viiteroy in order to relieve himself from the responsibility of 
never luiving instituted an inquiry into the affair, or it may have arisen from a desire to 
liave ofllcial groumls on wliieh to frante a report to the Emperor, suited to the view wliich 
the N'ieevoy may choose to take of tile subject. 

11. We yesterday received a letter from (’aptain Richardson, notifying his intention 
of proceeding to s'ea to-morrow. It is impossible for us to conjecture what efl'ect the 
dej)arlure of the frigate from ('hina may have in the present stage of our embarrassing 
situation. 

l‘i. The immediate sailing of His .Majesty’s ship being now offieiallv understood 
by ns. it only remains for us tir discover whether tliis measure may he productive of 
beneficial or ill eonsequences in our present discussions ; and we .shall he hapj)y if 
they prove to he such a.s are likely to bring about a favourable adjustment of onr 
diflieulties. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from (be SELECT COMMlI'l’ER 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 'i.'ld K»‘hruary lS-22. 

Par. 2. We have now the pleasure of despati^hiiig tlie Kent witli a continuation of our 
proceedings up to the present period ; and it affords us no small gratifjealio;i to he at 
length enabled to convey to your Honourable Court tlic .sati.sfaetr>ry intelligence of the 
final termination of the embarrassing discussion in wliich we have been involved wiih the 
local authorities at Canton. 

•‘5. In our despatch by the Repulse, we staled to your Hononrahle Court tliat two 
.Mandarins had been deputed to visit His Alajesty’s .ship 'I'opuze, and had received from 
Captain Richardson bis .statement of tlie Lintin aifair ; it was further stated in that de- 
•spatch, tliat Jiltboiigh the Mandarins would cheerfully report Captain liicliardson's 
statement to the \ iceroy, the Chiiiese laws could never admit the plea of .self-dorence.,a.s 
justifiable ; and that tlierefore tlie Viceroy would still he imperatively eullod upon to pei-- 
sist in (lemaiiding tlie surrender of the seamen so long as the Topaze remaiiied in China. 

•1. Captain Richardson having iilluwed a rea.sonahle lime to elap.se, ami having re¬ 
ceived no communication from Coverninent in re[)ly to liis statement, iletennined to 
proceed to sea, and conformably with this decision sailed finally from Cliinu on tlie tSih 
instant. 

a. Immediiitely on the frigate's deparlure vve tiddressetl a letter to the Merchants, 
announcing tliat event for the iiifojination of (iovcrnment; and vve entertained hope.s, 
that as all adjiistnient seemed to depend upon her movements, this circumstance would 
speedily bring about a termination of onr ilifficultics. 

(). No notice however was taken of our communication until the 13tli instant, when 
tlie Merchants visited us at C’hunjiec, making a varii'ty of propositions to us, which, 
being petfectly inadmissible, vve rejected. 

7. It 
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CHINA rAPFIiH. 

7. It appears that the departure of His Majesty’s ship Ttipaze Had not entirely re- - 

moved the difficulties under which tlie Viceroy was placed with regard to adjiistnienl, p f 

and that some further representation would be required from us in order to facilitate this Grievances &v. 
object. _ 

■S. 'J'lie propositions and expedients submitted to us by the Merchants being quite Stoppage ol 
inadmissible, audit appearing indispensable that we should make some communication Company s Irade. 
to them, we consented to addn'ss a letter to them, in which we quoted the words made Heathota ( liinesr, 
use of by ('aptain Richardson in two of his letters, wherein he stated it to be his inten¬ 
tion (now that the Officers of (xovernment had fully inquired into the Linlin ail’air), to 
proei'ed to sea, and that allair being one beytniil his management, it woiilil be represented 
to Ilis Majesty's tiovernmeut, and in\estigated according to the laws of the land. 

*.). The jMerchants left us apparcnily satisfied with the efficacy of this letter ; but on 
the 17 th instant they again returned, ('iitreating us to address,a copy t)f our letter of the 
l.'lth instant tg the V iceroy, l''ooyuen, and IIoppo, with a few alterations in the phrase¬ 
ology, and requesting-the insertion of a clause, jiromising that your Honourable Court 
would represent the Lintin alVair to His llritanuic Maj(>sty for investigation. 

* 10. To this latter request however we objected, it being one that we did not conceive 

ourselves justi/ied in literally assenting to, as we might be laying ourselve.s open to a 
renewal of tliis embarrassing iliscussion at a future j)criod, when the Chinese (loverument 
might reipiire an answer from us ujuin the subject. 

11. xVlthough we did hot consider ourselvgs justified in adding tln‘ clause pro])o.sed, 
such iuqiortance was atlachetl to the addition of something in our a<ldress that waudd 
serve to satisfy the (Jovernmeiit, that we conceived we might in general terms stale, that 
though th<‘ Lintin affair, like all others involving the Company’s Trade, would be fully 
detailed to your Honourable Court, and tbat (..'ajitain Richardson having already assured 
the Viceroy it would be referred to His Majesty’s (loternment, it was unnecessary for 
us to rejieat it to them tlirough your Honourable Court. W'e further added, that as the 
T<q)a/e was now gone away,, it was imjnissible for us to give any further exj>lanalion to 
(lovernment ujion this subjei^t, but that if the V'icei-oy would remove the sus|)ension of 
the Honourable Company’s 'I'rade we .should be willing to return to Canton, and resvnue 
ou/ commercial intercourse. 

12. The Merchants left us perfectly satisfied with the alteration made in our letter, 
which was now shaped in an address to the Viceroy, l'’ooyucn, and Hoppo ; and we had 
the satisfaction, on the 22d instant, to receive an Edict from (lovernment, re-iqaming the 
Honourable Company’s'J'rade, and inviting our return to (.'aiiton. 

1:1. For a more detailed aecovmt of the conduct pursued by us in this cmba'.ra.ssing 
alfair, we must again refer your Honourable Court to the continuation of our jiroceeil- 
ings, which are now forw'ariled per Kent. 

14. We forbear making any coiuments upon the^Edict which has been issued, re¬ 
moving the susjiensioii of the Honourable (aunpany’s'J'rade, further than t(j observe to 
your Honourable Court, that the Canton (lovernment, finding all the modes ineffectual, 
have resorted to the expedient proposed on the 17th January last as a mode of concluding 
the negociatiou on the Lintin affair. Vour Honourable Court will also perceive, that by 
the Evlict now issued through the Fan-yen and Tnng-Kwang magistrates, who were 

de|)iitsd 
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deputwi to inipiire into the T.iiitin aflair on b';arcl ihc frijfato on tho oil instant, the \ ico- 
roy appears to have imposed a share of vesponsibility upi n those Mandarins on its final 
arraii^pineut. 


.'’topp;i};e of 
t 's'J'latle. 

l>fato ofa Cliinesc. 


JCXTllACT LETTER in the Public lVpartn>ent, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated lOth April 1822. 


Par. 70. YoiMi Honourable Court will perceive on the.se records, under the date 
noted in the luarf'iii,* that the Viceroy of Canton has transmitted a paper to us, con¬ 
taining the gros.sest misrepresentation of the facts relating to the Lintin affair, wherein 
we are stated ns having given assurances to the government of the return of the 
accused seamen of His Majesty’s ship Topaze, and are required, through the medium 
of your Honourable Court, to convey insulting ine.ssnges to His Britannic Majesty u])on 
tile subject. 

71. This paper, we were assured by the merchants, was of no real importance, Ini^ 
was sent us merely as a matter of form by the Viceroy; it appeared however very evi¬ 
dent, th.at our silently receiving such a document, and sulfering it to pa.s.s unnoticed, 
would hereafter he construed into an admission of its justice, which in the event of any 
revival of tlie discu.ssion would place us in a very embarrassing dilentma. 

72. WV determined, therefore, to return the paper to the merchants from whom we 

liad received it, desiring them to inform the Viceroy, that having already a.ssured him 
all the proceedings relative to the Lintin affair would he faithfully reported to vour 
Honourable Court, and Captain Richardson having also stated that this affair would he 
represented to Ills hlajesty’s Ministers, any further requisition from us seemed quite 
unnecessary; but that with reg.ird to our comimmicating the present najvcr throiigli 
your Hoiioiiralile Court to His nritaimie Majesty, it was .so complete a ])orvcr.sion 
of facts, and of such an insulting tcndeiicv, that it was quite impossible for us to 
transmit it. M e therefore declined receiving it; but we added, that if the 'N’iccrov 
wi.-hed to address II is Majesty’s (Ministers direct on this subject, wc would not fail to 
forward his letter. *' 

7.1. The merchants communicated our decision to the A’iceroy, and returned the 
jiaper he had sent us ; and we are informed he expressed great displeasure at our refusing 
t.> rcceiveit ; hut no further measures having been adopted, we are disposed to believe it 
will not again he pressed upon u.s. 


EX'I'R ACT LE I TER in the Public Department, from the .SELECT COMMlTTliE 
at Canton, to tlie Court of Directors, dated 18th April 1822. 

Par. 4. Vot.'U Honourable Court will perceive in our Public ( onsultutions,f that 
aaoihi r attempt has been made by ibe mercbaiits to induce us to receive and forward to 

your 


iNihlic Cunsultutioni, Marcli 21, 


f TuMic Con»ultu;ioii», April 12. 
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your Honourable Court the paper transmitted to us by the Viceroy of Canton on thc' 
19th ultimo, the subject of whicli has been fully explained in our letter by the Scaleby 
Castle; it is scarcely necessary to state, that this attempt like the others was steadily re¬ 
sisted by us, and we are disposed to believe it will not be again renewed. 


LET'rER in the Public J)e|)in tmcnt, from Secretary W. H. C. PLOVVDEN to 
Jo.scph Dart, Es(j., Secretary, &c., East-India House. 

Sir : 

Par. 1. The departure «)f the American .ship Zepli}’!-, bound to the United States ol 
America, afl'ords an opportunity for thc transmission of the enclosed Imperiiil reply to 
the Viceroy’s report to Pekin on the subject of the bintin affair, which has been recently 
obtained by the President through a private channel from Canton. 

9. 'Pile President atul Select Committee, in their address to the Honourable t.'oiirt of 
Directors on the 2()lh ultimo, forwuriled by the American skip Levant, noticed the 
arrival of this document at Canton, but they were nnablo at that period to procure a 
copy of it for the information of the Honourable Cf)urt. 

S. It i.s at present impossible to say wliat further inf|uiries the Chinese governineiii 
inav institute on this nll'air, when sufficient period shall have elapsed for an answer to 
be received from England on tin; subject ; but the tenor of the tlocument is of a nature 
to induce the apprehension of a renewal of the tliscussion; and it will be ob.served, that 
hv the Imperial decision the chief of the Eactory is in future to be held responsible for the 
acts of his Alajesty’s naval officers. 

, 1 have the honour to be. Sir, your ntost obedient servant, 

(Signed) W. H. C. Peowden, 

Miicao, MayTth, 1822. Secretary. 


EXTRACT TJ'ITTER in thc Public Department, from the SELECT COAIMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 30lh May 1822. 

Par. 1. On the 7th instant our Secretary transmitted to Mr. Secretary Dart, for the 
information of your Honourable Court, the cojty of the Imperial decision on the suh- 
jecl of the. Lintin affair, which had been privately obtained funn Canton. 

2. By the departure of an .American vessel, now sailing for the United States, we 
avail ourselves of the ojtportunity of addressing youi* Honourable Court for the })urpose 
of transmitting the official communication to us of this decree, which was received yester¬ 
day from Canton through the Hong merchants. We also think it our tiuty without 
delay to draw the particular attention of your Honourable Court to this importaiu 
document, not only with reference to its bearings upon thc Lintin discussion, hut 
its operation < n any similar occurrence. ^ 
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3. A review of tlie whole of our proceedings* dm ing this discussion, the falsified repre- 
semiuions of the local govern men t to J’ekin in Fehrnary last (to which our ns.sent was 
subsequently rccpiired, but withheld), and the present result «)f the Viceroy’s re|)ort to 
the I'anjK ror, will clearly exi>lain to your Honourable Court the embarrassing situa¬ 
tion we may be placed in should the requisitions of government be followed up, 
and what is now expected from us on any future and similar case. 

1. ’\’our Honourable Court will perceive that the two great points attempted to he 
maititained by us during the recent discussion, viz. that “self-defence was universally 
considered a justification of homicide,” ami that “ the representatives of the Honour¬ 
able Company could not justly be resjtonsible for the acts of His Majesty’s naval 
officers,” are now not acknowletlgcd. And we beg to inform your Honourable Court 
that the Imperial reply has appeanal in the Pekin Cazette, where it is published to the 
empire as “ the l.isi declaration of the laws of China concerning liomiculcs committed 
by foreigners in this country.” 

5. It is unnecessary for us to oiler any further comment upon this subject, for with all 
the documents relating to it in your possession, your Honourable Court will be fully 
competent to judge of its present and future elfects. But when we reflect upon the power 
with which the local authorities at Canton are now invested by this last promidgalion of 
the law, and the fatal termination of the American homicide in October last, we can 
hardly flatter ourselves, in the event of any future accidents, that that line of cautious 
jjolicy towards foreigners will be observed, which has hitherto characterized the Chinese 
in their discussions with us upon alfairs of this nature. 

6. Sincci the decision of Government has now been officially communicated to us 
through the Hong Merchants, we do not conceive that we can with propriety allow it 
to pass unob-served. We therefore beg to acquaint your Honourable C ourt, that we 
have come to the iletcrmination of addressing the I’ooyuen, (who is at jjri^sent holding 
the seals of ollioe of tl»e absent Vicenn ), jirotesting again.st the justness of the present 
requisitions of the Chinese Ciovernment on the subject of homicides, and exj)resslv 
ilisavowing the truth of the assertions of the late \’icero 3 ’ respecting our promise of 
producing the men tif His Majesty’s shij) 'i'oj)aze for itunishmcnt. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT CO.MMITFEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated l.'ith July 1822. 

Par. 9. In our last address to your Hoinourable Court, dated the 30th May (dupli¬ 
cate of which accompanies our present despatch), we transmitted for your information 
the official communication of the Imperial decision on the Lintin affair, which we had 
received on the 29ih of that month, through the Hong Merchants from Canton. 

10. In 


• Public Cunsultatiuii.s, 1822, March 19, 21, 22, 28aii(ltK>; April 12. 
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10. Ill ilie Otli Pnrn^rnph of lliat Letter, \vc st.itcd to your Honourable Court that 
it was our intention to ntiilress tlic Foovuen of Canton (wiio was actin'? for ilie Vice¬ 
roy iliiring bis absence), protesting against the justness of tbc requisitions of the Cliiuese 
Cloverninent on tlic subject of homicides; and by u re-statement of the real facts that 
(H'currod duriiif? the Lintin tiiscussion, expressly disavowing the truth of the \’iceroy’s 
assertions respei-ling our promises, in his report on that afl'air to Pekin. 

11 Conformably with this determination, we drew uji the Enclosure, No. 2, which 
was transmitted to Canton by TMr. Kobarts and Sir William Fraser, and delivered 
through the Merchants to the Fooyuen on the 9lh ultimo; on the following 17th we 
received in repl}’ the Enclosure, No. 3, from Canton, wherein the luioynen, .so l;ir from 
admitting the justice of our rea.soning, appears to insist upon the principle of our being 
responsible for the acts of Ilis Majesty’s ships, and recpiires inqilicit obedience to the 
I'ommands of the Emjicror of Chinan, and we have reason to believe that .such are the 
actual expectations of the Chinese Covernment from the interest that has since been 
taken (through the Hong Merchants) to inijiress their nece.ssitv upon us. 

12. 'I’l le local government having Imicji inatle nc([tuiinted with our seutinieiits by the 
enclosed “ Ue-stntement of facts,” we have not deemed it neccssar}' to return any reply 
to the Edict of the Fooyuen, received on the 17lh ultimo, and since that period all com¬ 
munication on the subject of the Lintin ntVair has ceased. It is impo.ssible ftir us to say 
what further measures the Chinese Covernment may think jiroper to adopt; but vve beg 
to state to your Honourable Court, that we conceive the tenour of the enclosed docu¬ 
ments are of a nature to induce the apprehension of a renewal of this unpleasant di.s- 
cussion, when a sufficient time .shall have elapsed for an answer to be received on this 
.subject from England; and this opinion may tlcrive some weight from the circumstance 
of the immediate return of the ^'i<reroy, Yuen-tajin, who, it is said, is now on his way 
to Canton, having received the Imperial instructions to this ellect while on his journey 
to Pekin. 
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liXTll.ACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the .SEI.ECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the C'ourt of Directors, dated 27lh iMarch 1823. 

Par. 3. 'I’liE Viceroy intimated to the President, through the Hong Merchants, th.at 
be looked forward to the arrival of the next ships from England for the return ol those 
persons responsible for the deatli of Chinese subjects iluring the disltirhance at I.iu- 
Tin; and likewi.se that neglect on the part of the Merchants to }>rocure sati.sfaction 
w..ul<l he attended witli serious consequeiiees. It appears that a petition from an inha¬ 
bitant of Lin-Tia to the Imperial Court bas been tran.smittcd to the Viceroy, who, 
in his justification, has asserted that the period fo» the return of the criminals Iroin 
FInghuid has not arrived, but that he would not neglect his duty at the proper season, 
in coiisequeucc of which he has resumed the communication ol the subject to the Hoiig 
Merchants. 


Lin'icu 
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LETl’EU ill the Public Department, from Secretary' J. N. DANIELL to Joseph 
Dart, Esq., Secretary, Kast-Inclia House. 

Sir : 

i’ur. 1. I AM directed by the Pre.sident and Select Committee to acquaint you, lor the 
informatioii of the Honourable Court, that the suspension of commercial proceedings 
imposed by the Chinese Government is at length removed, by an Edict received from 
the Hoppo on 23tl ultimo, immediately subsequent to which orders were issued to the 
Commanders of the Honourable Company’s ships to proceed from their anchorage in 
the neighbourhood of Macao to Whampoa, where they hai’e all arrivetl, with the exceji- 
tion of the Honourable Company’s ships Windsor and Hytlie, both of which ships may 
be expected in the course of the pre.sent month. 

2. Ill compliance with the tenour of the instructions of the Honourable Court, orders 
were given to the commander of the Hotiourablc Company’s shi[) Bombay on her 
arrivid to proceed to M'hampoaas usual. Sliortly after whicli event, an Edict was i.ssued 
by the Viceroy, requiring the delivery of the two murderers, whom he had notifietl to 
the Emperor were to be expected in the ships of the ]»resent season. 

3. A reply was immediately delivered to tlie Hong Mercliants, who were the bearers, 
of the Viceroy’s communication, that no individuals were to be ceded to the requisition 
of the Viceroy; and that the ill-health of (’aptain l{ichard.son, by detaining him at the 
Cape of Good Hope, had prevented the occurrence of an investigation ; that this was 
the only communication made by His Majesty’s Ministers to the ('ourt of Directors; 
Imt that any further advices on the stibjcct should of course be made known to the 
Government u])on their receipt by us. 

4. After considerable discussion, which will bt' fully detailed upon the departure of 
the Honourable Company’s .ship Bombay from hence at as early a period as po.ssible, 
the Elliot above alluded to was received from the Hoppo, setting forth, in exjilicit terms^ 
that no stoppage of the trade should recur after the arrival of the Honourable Com- 
jiauy’s ships at M'hampoa, although a continuation of correspondence on the subject 
in question will probably occur. 

The Factory will jnoceed to Canton on the 10th instant, and every exertion used for 
the early despatch of the Honourable Company’s ships. 

1 have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) J. N. Daniell. 

Macao, 9th October 1823. Secretary. 


Extract 
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V CniNA 

EXTRACT LETTER to the .Secret Coiiiniercial Committee of the Court of Direc- - 

tors, from the .SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton, dated 20tl) November 18251. 

Reuress '» 

I’ar. 2. In accortlance wiili flie instructions of your Honourable Committee,* we per- v anecs . .v*. 
initted the Honoural)le Company’s ship Rombay to proceed to Whantpoa under the Stoppage of 

usual orders; but sliortly after her arrival there, upon the tij)plieation of (.'iiptuiii Hine CcopaiiCs Trade, 
to land his private trade, permission was refused, and the Hong Merchants proceeded Death of i<'iane«e 
to Macao, bearing a letter from the Viceroy, dt'inanding the cession of the “ two mur¬ 
derers.” 

51. 'I'his demand we of course inf<)rmed them could not be complied with ;f and we 
consitlercd itthe most advisable and conciliatory tone for adoption, to address the Vice¬ 
roy. informing him that the. non-arrival of Captain Richard.son in England had pre¬ 
vented an investigation by the proper authorities; but that whenever wc received a rt.ply 
ex|)ressive oi' the result of .such examination, we .should not liiil to make it known im¬ 
mediately to his Excellency. 

4. 'l'h(! \'iceroy, on the delivery t)f our reply,| expressed himself in a very impas¬ 
sioned maniu;!', threatenijtg the Hong Merchants with ))unishment, and returned our 
letter. This at once placed a bur to all c«>mmunications, and the retpiest of the Hong 
Merehanls, that we should .so idl(U- its purport as to pass in silence the accusations im- 
})lied against the party from the IVigate, and thus receive the responsibility which the 
incorrect statement of the Viceroy had attached to him, was d<;cme<l inadmissible. 

o. Our determination^ to adhere to the only grounds which could eventually exone¬ 
rate Us, although attended with an immediate disadvantage, placed the Hong Merchants 
in .so precarious ii situation w'ith respi ct to the N'iceroy, that they expresserl to us their 
detitrmination of acquainting him they could no longer conduct the foreign trade 
under a respctnsibility for actions over which they could exercise no controul. 

(!. ITpon the ileclared resumption of olfonsive proceedings on the part of the 
Thinese (iovernment, it became our object t(j place all the impediments in our power to 
their receipt of the ))ecuniary advantages attending the li)reign commerce, as by occa¬ 
sioning a reciprocal sensation of the injury attending an embargo on our shipping, we 
were most likely to produce a speedy termination to it. 

7. Acting upon this motive, wc resoivcd|| to prevent any British vessel from entering 
the river; and issued orders to the commanders of the Honourable Company’s ships to 
choose an anchorage in the neighbourhood of Lintin, but upon no account to permit 
any communication with that island. 

8. I’he period at which the Hoppo was desirous of ascertaining the duties u]>on the 
I'oreign trade was fast approaching,^ and rendered him anxious for some opportunity 
ol’ inducing the ships to enter the river, without compromising the (Iovernment as to 
their future operation.s, but having failed in .so doing, and the ^'iceroy being sensible 
of the inconvenience attending the line of conduct we hail preserved, and the little 

probability 


From the Secret Coinmcrciul Committee, April 10, 1S2.^> 1' Statement, August 10, 17. 
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])iobiil)iliiy of n succc-ssl'til issue to lii.s requisition, at lenfrth consented to permit 
the Hoppo to {)ul)li.sh an 1‘xlict, disavowing; their intention of placiiifr any further 
einhar"o on the .shipping now arrived, and inviting a resumjiiion of commercial 
])roeeeding.s.* 

!). After the receipt of such a document, wo immediately gave orders to the Com¬ 
manders to proceed to Whampoa, and in a few days obtained a chop for the Factory to 
embark. 

10. On our arrival at Canton, we found every thing had resumed its usual course, and 
the late subject of di.scussion apjiarcntly forgotten. The Merchants who had solemnly 
taken leave of us on foregoing any further commercial intercourse with the Honourable 
Com])any, were ready to congrntidate us on what they termed the complete .success of 
our negociation, and as.scrtod that the affair was virtually terminated. Although it 
may be mentioned in the ensuing .sca.son, every successive notice will be weaker anti 
weaker 


EXTRACT LET'l'EU in tbe Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE' 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 16th November 1826. 

Par. 6. .SinisrpiJF.s'Ti.v to this re.solution wbicli wc had adopted, to leave unan¬ 
swered the inquiries which the Viceroy had direeted the Merehanis to institute, they 
continued to cxpre.ss to us their great anxii>ty on the subject, and we accordingly 
deemed it advisable to communicate our opinions distinctly to tbe Senior Merciinnts on 
the occasion. We informed them, that as the transactions to which the Viceroy’s 
I’rochuiiution had reference laid been referred to the llritish Government, and received 
their decision, they formed no longer a subject in which we had the ability to interfere. 
We deemed it right to acquaint them that a letter was now in our possession from the 
British Minister, to whom all transactions connected with the Lintin discussion had 
been referred, athlresscd to the \’iceroy of Canton: and we nctpiainted tliem with the 
general tenor of Mr. Wynn’s letter, dated Cth April 1824. We informed them that 
we had abstained from delivering this letter, from concluding that the di.scu.ssion Ijnd 
been finsilly closed, but that if re-opened, our only cour.se left to pursue would be to 
present the letter to tbe Viceroy. The Merchants expressed great alarm at this propo- 
.sition, and entreated that such an intention might not for a moment he entertained. 
We endeavoured strongly to impress njKm their minds that tlic letter from the President 
t)r the Board of ('onirol explicitly declared that it was a question which could only lx: 
adjusted by tbe respective Governments of the two countries, and was no longer one 
in which we had the power to interfere. The Merchants had recourse ton variety of 
propositions, such as Chinese sophistry could alone suggest or attempt to justify. 
They stated that as it was a (juestion involying Chine.se prejudices and feelings, it was 
but just that it should be decided on Cliiiie.se principles, and that all that was required 
was an admission that punishment had been inflicted on those who had violated the laws 
of thi.s country; that it was now iininnterial whether that puiiLshmcnt had been inflicted 

or 


* Statement, Sept. 23. 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 565 


CHINA r\!’M!s. 


or not, proviJcd it was stated to have been. On siicli a course being declared inaditus- 
sible, they saitl we must be aware tliat among the numbers of which a sliip's company 
was composeil, some must have died on the homeward-voyage, and that we could lind 
no diflicidty in stating that such had actually been the case. 'I’his jtroposition was 
evidently made with the intention of making it appear that the deaths h.id been the 
conse(|uence of criminal conduct. When we expressed to the Merchants our deter¬ 
mination to have recourse to no such expedients, they proposed ih.it we shoidd state, 
that no final answer had as yet been received from England ; that this would at all events 
gain time, and keep off for the pre.sent any further agitation of the question. 'I hi^se, 
and many other similar evasions were proposed l)y them, but on finding that \\c 
remained' resolute in refusing to countenance any assertion whatever inconsistent with 
imr knowledge of the facts, they cxpresseil their apprehension.s that embarras-sments 
might arise were means not derived to satisfy the officers ol’ Government. In this 
situation, therefore, the question remains, and wc can only repeat to your Honourable 
Court our conviction, that it is not the intention of the Canton authorities to awaken 
,serious or embarrassing discussions. At the same time, the experience of past years 
powerfully demonstrate.s that tiie measures to be adopted by a (iovernment so little 
under the influence of public principle can never with any confidence be relied on. 


(E.) 

Keilres.s ol 
(Jrievames, t'Le. 


Sto|)]>age ol 
Compaiiy's Tnule. 
Dealli of atlilncse, 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Uircctoivs, dated .'ith March 
1827. 

Tar. 2. We have lately been informed by Tinqua, who, in stating it to the President, 
rccpiested it niiglit be considered us a most confidential communication, that a 
memorial, signed by himself and Mowqua, had been privately presented to the 
\'iceroy, containing an accurate statentent of tlie facts of the case, that no punishment 
had by the Brithh Government been awarded to those, who, by the Chinese laws, had 
be^n pronounced to be guilty, ami that any further jiower of interferetiee with the 
question bad been withdrawn from our liauds, and that nothing but cndiarrassmcnu 
could be the result of renewed discussion. We are now confidently assured, that no 
attention has. been paid by the Viceroy to renewed petitions from the natives of I.intin, 
and that it is not his intention to re-open the qucstioji, being sensible that neither 
credit nor advantage can arise from it. 

3. We have felt it our duty to place your Honourable Committee in possession of a 
knowledge of this circumstance^ which is satisfactoiy, as being the probable conclusion 
of a tediously protracted and anxious discussion, while it exhibits a striking instance 
of tl»e Government of this country (in a question in\^lving its public honour), having 
submitted to be influenced by private information, and having been induced to relin¬ 
quish those proud pretensions to unconditional submission, which it had previously so 
imperiously assumed. 
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(U).)-liEXPECTING AN ATTEMPT OF SOME CHINESE TO EXTORT MONEY. 


Aitciiipis of 
Chinese to extort 
Money. 


lO.XTllACT LETTER in the I'ublicDejmrtnient, from the SELEC'L COMMITI’EE 
nt Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 12th January 1823. 


Par. 2. We regret to iiave to .state to your llonouruhie Ctturt an attempt of ti very 
injurious tendency, to extort money from the Commander of the Honoiirahle Com¬ 
pany’s sliip Earl of lialcarra.s, under tlie prete.xt of the death of a Chinese having 
been occasioned by a blow from a piece of wood, thi'own by some per.son on board that 
shif); but which alfair was fortunately brought to a conclusion by the free confession 
ol the father of the deceased, that his son died Irom disea.se; and it w as tnorcover 
di.scovenal, that some scratche.s, inflicted on the head of the dying man, were done 
by a piece of ehinaware, as evidence of the wemnds they proposed to assert he had 
received. ' 

3. It appeared by the evidence, of Captains Cameron and Drummoml, who wa.s a' 
witne-ss of the truusaction on the morning of the (>th instant, that two men brought a 
third in the last stage J)f dise.ase, and continued for .some time alongside the Earl of 
Balearra.s, in deliance of repealed orders to depart; at length, a midshi|)inan threw 
a piece of wood of about three inehes in length, which fell on the cover of ihe boat and 
then into the water, without touching any per.son The men, apparently considering 
their object attained, picked up the piece of wood, rowed round the ship, and placed 
an almost lifeless body into the Coinpradore’s boat .astern, demanding money ns a 
compensation for imputed injury. The Assistant Surgeon of the Earl t»f Halcarras, 
upon in.specting the body, found the nose and the palate of the month were destroyed 
by di.siai.se; and that the man was on the point of death, without the ajipcarance of 
any wounds that could have hastened it. 

1.. After some discussion w'ith the two men, they left the ship and Iwoughl a third to 
aid their deniiind.s, whom they denominated a soldier; in conjunction with this person, 
they required 3,000 dollars, but said that the father of the invalid would .shortly arrive, 
with whom they could arrange; previous to which the sick man died; and on the arrival 
of the father. Captain Cameron placed them all in custody, and proceeded to < anion in 
company with Captain Drummond, to report the ciicumstutices to us. The line of con 
duet adopted by C^aptain Cameron, in securing the persons of the Chinese, gave great 
.salisfiiction to the Merchants, as they expressed, wlien the report was made to them. 

5. We stated the case early in the followitig morning in an address to the Viceroy, but 
as he was then quitting Canton, he tran.sferred its investigation to th<r Fooymm. On the 
7th the Quangchoo Foo went to. the Second Bar, to examine llie Chinese in custody, 
when the father iunnediately acknowledged that his .son had died from the effect of 
disease, and unharmed by any Itlow from on boartl the Etirlof Balcarrns. The men en- 
gageal in this deception were brought up to Canton, and we have not a.s yet received in¬ 
telligence of the punishment they are likely to undergo. 

6. Events of this kind have not been uncommon amongst the American and country 

ships 



CJIINA I’AIT.US. 
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sliips (liirinjr the present season. The Chinese assault either the ships or tlieir boats, 
and when they meet with return demand large sums of money for wounds, by wtn kinir 
on tlieir timidity to offend the recent Imperial Edict on the subject of the liahilitv of 
foreigners to suffer death, even thougli the hazard of their own lives require their 
defence: the success their extortionsliave occasionally met with invites the return of new 
assaults. 

7. Tliat all ranks of (hinese are sensible of our situation in this respect, is too clearlv 
evinced by the perpetrating of such dangerous impositions by many in u very low class 
of liti;: and tlie rewartl that success in their demands sometimes affords is a sufficient in¬ 
ducement to attempt it, without any consideration ns to the result occasioning conse¬ 
quences the most prejudicial to the commerce, atid even to the lives of foreigners. It 
must be a matter of great satisfaction, that in this case the voluntary confession of the 
deceased’s father, and the non-appearance of a serious wound, have placed insuperable 
impediments to hostile proceedings on the part of the officers of Government. 


(E.) 

licdress of 
(irievanees, &c. 

Attempt.s of 
Cliint'Sf to extort 
Moiiev- 


EX riiAt T LETTER in the Pidilic Department,from the SELECT COMMI TTEE 
•It Canton to the Ckiurt of Directors, dated 31st January 1823. 

Par. 3. Wk have from lime to time made inquiries on the subject of the puni.shinent 
to be inflicted on those persons concerned in the attempt to extort money, under the 
pretence of murder, from the Honourable (’ompany’s ship Earl of Balcarras. and the 
present •.tate of the ciisc appears to be, that there is no defined law tigainst the crime, and 
tlial the Fooyuen is awaiting the return of the Viceroy before jiroceeding to judgnu iit. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at ('anton to the ('ourt of Directors, dated Dili March 

Var. .53. We regret to inform your Honourable Court, that notwithstanding our ear¬ 
nest representations to the Hong Merchants of the evil consetpiences that miusl accrue, 
as well to them.sclves us to the Company, if means could not be found of severely punish¬ 
ing the persons here alluded to by way of example, the Merchants were unable or un¬ 
willing to compass this point. 

.51. The truth of our statement on the subject, we understand, was fully admitted, and 
the Merchants reported, that the Government was perfectly satisfied with the steps we 
took to exhibit the guilt of the offenders. The only punishment inflicted on this occa¬ 
sion was that of exposing one of the offenders in the greets with the cangue placed upon 
his neck; and the only reason assigned for the trifling nature of the punishment inflicted 
was, that the criminals were not considered guilty of a crime of any magnitude, as they 
had not absolutely received money from the persons whom they were endeavouring to 
injure and deceive. 
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AT MACAO. 


(T'STOM.IJOUSE PEOPLE 


KX'I'IlA("r I.l'2TTEll in the Secret Department, Irom tlie SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated l(5lh November 1827. 

Par. 17. Os onr Public Considtations under date tlie 7tb and 12th of .lime, will he 
round an account of an outrage committcil by the people l)olonging to the Macao Cu.stom 
house, at all times a most ofl'onsive cstablisiiment, upon a boat belonging to a member 
of this Factory, which, on our representing the affair to the Iso-tong, we were informed 
was i-e(lri;.sscd. 


EXTRACT LEl'TEPi in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the IIonoural)le Court of Directors, dated 18th Novcinbfev 1828. 

Par. 08. 1 HE aggressions of the people attaclied to the Macao Custom-liou.se upon 
the Pra/.a Orande, have been long a subject of vexatious annoyance to pas.sengers 
proceeding to and from India. On the occasion of the enjbarkation of Mes.srs. Murjori- 
banks, Clarke .and Ravenshaw for Ilombay in the commencement of this year, the acts 
of the Runners attached to this establishment were carried to an unusual ])itch of annoy¬ 
ance, in which they were headed-and encouraged by their principal.* 

Git. T h(‘ numerous di.seussions in which the Government wa.s engaged at the peritid 
referred to, rendered it an unfavourable occasion for bringing the aggression.s of the 
Macao Custom bouse people to their notice. We therefore deferred it until the agitation 
produced l)y the several topics under tlieir consideration had subsided, amj laid ihcsiil)- 
ject before their notice in the commencement of the month of July. 

70. In the first instance the \'iccroy treated our representations with a coolness 
.amounting to contempt, and even directed the Merchants to remodel our address, and 
render il more agreeable to his views of the question.t We wcjre however informed 
f)y the Merchant.s, that a W(;i-yune or officer deputed by Government upon a spccuil 
service, luul been tlespatclual to Macao to inquire into the aflair. The progress of this 
officer’s proceedings arc; detailed under date 24th Jidy, upon our Public Consultations, 
l)ut their result bec.ame more evident upon the publication of an Edict from the Vice¬ 
roy, recorded umhjr <late 1st August, which reprehends the conduct of the M.acni) 
< iistom house p<‘ople, and directs the apprehension of offenders for examination. 

71. An unsatisfactory Edict was issued by the IIoppo about the same tirne.J which re¬ 
ferring the qiK siion to old established cu.stom, in fact, left us exposed to the .same irregu¬ 
lar and undefined (jxeriions which formed the subject of our complaint. 

72. A second Proclamation of the Viceroy seemed to promise the most favourable re¬ 
sults..:, '1 his order entirely restricted the license of the (Ti.stom-hou.se to .strict search, 

and 


* I’lililic Coioultiitiuio, a July, 
t Tublic ('ousiillatiuiis, i .'Vugust. 


1 Public (.'uMsuitatiiins, lUJuly. 

J Publii' Coiisultiitions, !> .August. 
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:iih1 the charges of the Porters to the cu.sioniary Avagcs given by iiiUive.-> for the coiivev- 
ance of goods. The contents of this Edict appeared tlie most cletir and explicit lliat w e 
liad evor^-cceived in favour of the righLs of foreigners; hut we fear the residt has proved 
that it can only he quoted as a confirmation, that although this (ioverninent may, when 
urged by reiterated complaints, feel themselves compelled to espouse the cau.se of 
foreigner.s ostensibly in their proclamation.s, an understanding still exists that aggres¬ 
sions, when not carried to a length which involves the. ])arty concerned in a Mirious 
charge of disturbing the public tranquillity, will be winked at by the superior olHcers, 
aiul that a .system «)f extortion t>btains a tacit license, wherever a situation under the 
(xovernment which allbrds the means of exercising it is purchased, and we believe this 
to he the ctise with all public t)fllce.s. 

Trf. )‘'or facts which support this observation, w(> beg to refer your Honourable Court 
to tw'o cii-ses which ajtpetir upon our ('onsultations under d.ite tlie 10th September. In 
the former of these the crew of a boat belonging to ji Free I'nider lying in Macao Hoads 
was attacked by the Huniiers ol the (’ustom-hoiise while carry'ing some lia sh ])r^)^ isions 
down to the bcttch. A sum of money was demanded, ami upon the refusal of the crew- 
to comjily, the Chine.se proceeded to use force, frttin which the boat’s crew, comjtoscd 
only of a few boys and a mate, were compelled to escape by the means which olfered 
themselves. On the secotid occasion (pioted, ;i lady lamling from a country ve.ssel was 
detaineil on board the botit which brought her on slurre for upwards of two hours, the 
Custom-lutuse people, refusing her permi.s.sioa to land, or what amounts to the same 
thitig, not allowing any boat to aj)proach for the j)m |H>.se of her disembarkation. 

71. Although little advantage could be i;xpecteil from fresh representations to the 
(•tivernmeiit, with such glaring instances of violation t)f the orders so recentlv issued 
before our eye.s, wo considered it our duty to stiite the. facts as they (wcurrecl to the 
\'iceroy, which will at any rate relieve us from the charge of pa.ssing tlu.'se aggressituis 
unnoticed, should any unfortunate result ensue Irom the rejieatcd misconduct of the 
(Uiinese attached to the C'ustom-hou.se. M’e shall therefore continue to give tlic 
(.ioverninent warning upon every fresh occasion of ollence, and tin' hlaim; iittached to 
refusitig to ado])tthe nece.ssary measttres for securing public tranquillity must rest with 
them. 

75. 'Fhe disposition of these people to give further annoyance has been shown in 
charges of smuggling, which havt; been preferred against the Commanders ol' our ships 
upon the occasion of lauding the Ciornpatiy’s packets ami personal baggage of the gontlcv 
rnen of the Factory who returned to Chitia this season.* These accu.sutions h;ne been 
contradicted by us, and the facts explained. 


CHIN AFAr t.H s. 


(E.) 


RedreKK of 
(Jrievances, itc. 


Conduct of 
the Custom-House 
IVopU- at Macao. 


EXTllACT EET'l'ER in the Separate Department, from the SEEKC-’l' (X)M- 
MTF'J’EE at Canton to the Court of D*rectors, dated 2Hth December 1H30. 

Par. 31. It is with much .sati.sfaction we inform you’- lloiioiirahlc Court that wc have 
had no reason during the last year to complain of tlic Custom-honse at Macao. The 


• t’liblic Coiisiiltatioiis -t iind 1(> Si-|iteinbi.T IBsJH. 
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(E.) 

Redress of 
(irievaiices, &c. 

(Conduct of 
the Custom-House 
People at Maeuo. 


strong Edict of tlio Viceroy referred to in tlie margin, vvliich we were careful to make 
as public as j)ossible by every means in our power, seems to have bad its effect in re¬ 
pressing the voracious exactions of those who farm that custom station from the Hoppo: 
l)ul we have been given to understand that this effect has been aided by an annual 
jn esent from the Consoo, in lieu of the profits which have been abandoned. 


(J1.)-RESI’E0T1N(; T]?E lUCIlT OF THK, SUPKACAROOKS TO ADDRESS THE 
OFFICERS OK THE CANTON 00VE;JINMEN'I'. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 17th November 


iiielu 1)1 Aildixss- 
mj; the Canton 
Government 


Part of Par. 3. Wk beg to attract the attention of your Honourable Court lo tv.n 
Edicts from the Viceroy and Hoppo, recorded in our Consultations under dale the Isi 
and aoth October, Avhich take a short review of the character of foreigner^ engaged in 
the commerce with China. At the present period, when so nmeh lias been said of the 
evils which residl from the monopoly of the East-lndia Company, it miiy tii least be a 
source of satisfiiction to those who regard it otdy as a mational tpiestion, that the prin¬ 
ciples of etpiiiy and liberality on which your affairs have been conducted, have enableil 
ytuir representatives to establish a character which h.as been distinguished by the 
Government of this country from that of other foreigners engaged in commercial transac¬ 
tions, and has even called forth a description of approving acknowledgment rarely and 
reluctantly bestowed on matters foreign to the native and internal concerns of llu 
empire. It will be perceived by your Honourable Court that the right of addressing 
the officers of the Canton Government is by these proclamations declared to belong ex¬ 
clusively to ourselves, and this we must ever consider a privilege of the highest possible 
importance. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Direclons, dated I6th November 1827. 

Par. 44. We have no cause lo complain of the conduct of the present officers at the 
liead of affairs. It will be observed, that redress was afforded by a notification from the 
Hoppo of an offensive nature when complained of. Tltis officer had a relation high in 
the Imperial administration, who bas lately been dismissed, and he himself will leave his 
present office in January next. 
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CiiM—KESPKC' J’liXO THE USE Ol\ AXI> CirAKGES FOli, HOA'lS JiETWEEN CAM OX ( K., 

AND .MACAO. Redress ot 

(irievnnces. 


EXTRACT IjyrPER in tl.e PuhUc Department, from the SELECT COMMI'J’TEf: Clorues tor Ho., 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 17ih November 1825. 


Par. 11!). I'liE exorbitant charjres ami duties which Iiave for many years been levical 
on chop boats passhift between Canton and Macao, and the refusal of the (loverninent 
to admit the le"al employment by foreigners of boats of snmller dimensions, has long 
been a source of great expense and seritnis inconvenience. It will be .seen on our 
records* that a body of the iJrilish agents in Canton, accompanied by other foreigners, 
having ineHectnully applied to the Merchants iifion this subject, proceeded to the citv 
with a petition to the Vicerov’, the result of which was a guarantee on the part of tin* 
Merchants, that, with the exception of the hire of the boat, they were willing to take all 
other charges upon themselves. In a future {irochunation from the Hoppo, the use of 
fast boats between Canton and Macao was declared to be legal; and an Edict from the 
^’iceroy, in reply to an atldress presented to him by us upon the subject, distinctly pro 
hibited tbe extortion of money under any pretences. I'o the Ilong Merch.ants we owe 
the olil system, which has existed for ludf a century ; to the present favourable? disposi¬ 
tion of the Viceroy, who ajipears to have been solely governed by a principle of justice, 
we are indi'bted for its abolition, although confirmed by prescriptive usage and long 
continuance. It shall be our earnest endc.avour to act ujion the jtroclaination of the 
Vicerov, and resolutely to withstand, under its .sanction, all attempts which may be 
made tt) re-establi.sh the old .system, which has now by authority of the Government 
b(‘en abolished. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, Iromthe «ELEt:T COMMITTEE 
• at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated lOth March 1826. 

Par. 16. \V i; this,dny ttssembled the Hong Merchants for the purpose, amongst other 
subjects, of calling their attention to the high charges and duties to which foreigners 
w'ere still subjected in the employment of chop boats, and retjuiring of them to furnish 
us with an accurate statement of their legal amount. They gave us every assurance ol' 
their assistance; and should the result of their inquiries exhibit a high rate of charges, 
it will then remain for our consideration to address the Government ujmii the subject; 
and as the pre.sent Viceroy of Canton has shown every disposition to discountenance 
undue extortion on the part of the inferios Mantfarins, we should be led to expect a 
favourable issue to such an application. 

Extract 


Consultations, 11 and 18 Juno, and 15 July 1825. 
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Attack 01 ) Cajiiaiti 
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EXTUAC T I.E ITER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
al Canton to the Court of Directors, dntcil I 61 I 1 November 1827. 

Ear. .52. In the case above noticed, the expenses taken from Europeans have been 
transferred to the Merchants atid to the general trade in the result. Ilowqua having 
influence to persuade the Merchants to continue the illegal fees to the sid)ordinaic 
ofKccrs in preference to exciting their enmiU’. 


(Ai.;—nESEKCTlXt; AN ATIAfK ON CATi AIN WALKKIt IN (ANION. 

EX'i’ll ACT LE'rTEll in the Public Department, from the .Sl'iLECT C'OMMrj'TJ'iE 
at t anion to the Honourahlo Court of Directors, dated 8 th Decembej- 1828. 

Par. 4, A vr.uv unprovoked attack having been made in the streets of Canton by two 
low Chinese upon Captain Walker, who received a very severe contusion on the head. 
We deemed it advisable, with a view al the same time to punish the. aggressors and to 
pi’evcnl the recurrence of siieli acts, wliich arc so liable to terminate in serious distiir- 
haiices-, to addre.ss tlic A'ieeroy on tlie subject. W’e took occasion also to monlion, tlial 
several Jou spiiil-shops in ilie neigbbonrhood of the I'actories bad become a very 
serious evil, as Chinese belonging to llieiii were consluntly on the walch li>r all sailors 
landing from boats, wlio wiae enticed inio lliose sliojis, and that drunkeniie.ss and loss 
of healtli Were too olteii the conseipieiice. A\'e are happy to have had redress upon 
both tliese hiibjeei.s, liy the punishment ol tlie persoins giiillx' of the as.saidt upon Captain 
Whilki r, and by the retail spirit shops being shut up liy order of the Ciovernment. 


KSPECTlNt; 


TIIK IIOl’IM (;iIAI{(ilN(i rilK SlTpiiACAlifiOES WITH 
(U)N I ItAHANI) l-HAC riCES. 


EXTRACT LE’CTER in the Public Department, from the SELEt'T COMMITl’EE 
at t anton to the (.'ourt ol Dircctor.s, dated 10th October 1827. 

Par. 2 ; 1 . Snoii'ri.y tifter the iirrival of the first ship.s of this season, we applied for the 
usual permit for Mr. Millett to proceed to Canton, to commence the ludoading of the 
IloiiourahJe ( onipaiiy’s chartered ships Alfred and Uroxbornehnry, whose despatcli we 
wished to eflecl in the commencement of this month. The nece.ssary license was issued 
from the Hoppo’s ollice for the object retjuired; but an Edict accompanied it, which, 
while it eeiisiired the apjilicatioii for a single boat, and directed that I'oreigners should 
proceed in fleets to Canton to obviate the inconvenience resulting to the public officers 
from numerous applications for permits, proceeded further to inculcate tlie necessity of 
a stVict surveillance upon the Custom-house officers between Canton and Macao, and 

to 
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to throw out most untleserveil insinuations against the well-known probity of the 
Honourable Company’s servants. 

24. In consequence of’ these reflections cast by his I'lxcellency upon the long-esla- 
blisheil character of the Honourable Comp.'iny’s F.actory in this country, we considered 
it necessary to (brwurd an address to hiiu, dated 20th August, discluiining the charge of 
contraband practices made upon us, and expostulating upon the general temtr of his 
ICdici, wc at tiie same time quoted lliose parts of liis Excellency’s predecessor’s Edicts, 
whicli bore testimony to the good conduct of tlie Honourable ('ompany’s representatives 
in C'hina. 

25. 'I'his address was returned from tbe IIoppo’s office with a second Edict, elated 
28tb August, which inculcated the necessity of rescinding tbe privilege which has been 
long granted and confirmed to us, of corresponding with this Ciovernnient in the Chinese 
language. Howqua having undiTtaken to represent, in the name of the Ilong, our 
claim to this mode of connnunicatiou, established by (iovernnient Edicts in the year 
ISI I, we diij not consider it necessary to return an}' imuiciliato answer to his E.xcel- 
Icncy's Edict. 

2(!. 'I'lic eflcct of I lowqua’s representations was seen in a third Edict from the Ilopju), 
dated the 31st August, couched in a conciliatory tone, and denving tbe intentional 
implication of the Company’s si'rvants in the insinuations against foreigners. Although 
this assertion is at variance with truth, it is satisfactory to us to perceive that this officer 
is disposed to adopt a fiivourable line of conduct towards us, anti wc trust we shall 
experience more urbanity in our future transactitms with his Excellency’s officer than 
we were at first inclinetl to anticipate. 
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EX'rilACT LETTEIl in the Public Department, from the SELICCT COMMITTEE 
at Canton :o the Honourable Court of Directors, datetl 30th November 1827. 

I’ar. 4. Ui’oN the 2Gth instant Captain Charles Clarke, the Commandei of the Dc.itli of a t Iniifse 
country ship Colconda, waited upon the iseicct Committet; to inform them of the on fnmnl 
following uid’ortunate acciilent: • a ( ounti v .Siiip. 

.5. I'hc (lolconda, on the morning of the 26tb instant, while dropping dow n Wham¬ 
poa Reach, had fallen on board th<> American sbi|> Caledonia; a hawser was carried 
out to the country ship Charles Forbes, for the purpose of clearing the vessel... The 
haw.ser upon being hove upon, ])artcd, and struck a Chinese carpenter, who w as at the 
time sitting on the forecasth'. Captain ClarkP, on being iid’ormed of the circumstance, 
instantly repaired to the place, but found that life was already extinct: the body was 
removed below, and the remaining Chinese workmen iletained as evidences of tlie fact. 

Captain Clarke requested our advice arul interference. 

6. Kinqua, the Security-merchant of the (iolconda, was requested to attend the 
Committee, tind directed to despatch a confidential person without delav to W'liamjj’oa, 

for 
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for the purpose of inquiring into the affair, and taking immediate steps to prevent its 
progrc.ss. He proposed an application to tlie Mandarin at Whampoa, stated to be 
matieal the suggestion of tlie Coinmitlix;, for permission to the relations of the deceasctl 
to receive and bury the body, which arrangement appearing the most eligible mode of 
adjii.stment, and showing that we entertained jio'wish to conceal the fact, was approved 
hy us, as well ns by Howqua, who was present ujton this occasion. 

7. Kinqua called on the 28th instant to state, that the people attached to the Hoppo 
Inxit of the Golconda had reported the circumstance to the Piian-yu or District Magis¬ 
trate ; but on the arrival of Kinqua’s cousin, \sho was despatched from Canton to nego- 
ciatc in this aflair, the relations of the dccea.seil had been induced by pecuniary per- 
.suasion to address a counter petition to the District Magistrate, requesting that the 
body might be returned to them; the nephew slating his conviction that the death was 
j>nrely accidental. 

8. Nothing further has trans]>ired connected with this affiir ; but from the assurances 
of Kinqua, and the plain evidence in favour of the casual nature of the event, we trust 
that no further inconvenience need be iinlicipated I'roni the final result, which will be 
communicated to your Honourable Court by the earliest opportunity. 

20. Since writing the above paragniphs, Cajttain ( hn ke, the ( ommander of the country 
ship Golconda, called upon Mr. I’lowden, and informed him that the l*uan-yu, or 
District Magistrate, had yesterday visited tin- ship for the purpose of ludding an 
inquest on the body of the deceased Chinese who accidently was killed on Itoanl on the 
26th instant; the relatives of tin? deceased were also in attendance, and having declared 
it to be their belief, that the deceased had died from the Idow of the hiiw’ser in its 
violent recoil after parting in two, and not iVom any other can.se; and, moreover, 
having declared they were quite satisfied in this point, they were required by the 
Mandarin to make an affidavit to this effect, and to swear to it in ihp usual form 
adofiti il on these occasions, by the imposition of a coloured impression of their hantb 
on the statement; after which they were permitted to retire, and to carry away the body 
with them for interment. 

21. Kinqua a^terw^lI•ds attended, and informed Mr. Plowden that the Puan-yu had 
immediately proceeded into the city to the Viceroy, after his return from Whampda, 
in ortler to communicate his jirocecdings to that officer. Nothing further has trans¬ 
pired; but Kinqua’s ini|)rcssion is, that the affair uill terminate here without any 
trouble or difficulty. 

22. ll is with sincere pleasure we communicate to j'oiir Honourable Court this 
account of the apparent termination of this event; and we trust, by our next despatch, 
to be able to report its final adjustment. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 3d December 1827. 

Par. 6. Nothing further having transpired respecting the accident on board the 
(iojeonda at Whampoa, we have every reason to hope the affair has terminated with tlu' 
iiupicst held on the body of the decea.sed on the 1st instant. 


ExTUACt 
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CHINA PAPERS. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Departnunit, from the SEl.ECT COMMIT'FEK 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Dircctor.s, elated l^ilh December 1827. 

Par. 3. We arc happy to inform your Honourable Court, tluit the affair of the acci¬ 
dental death of a Chine.se on boaivl tbi^country ship Colconda, cominimicatcd in our 
letter dated the 3(tlb ultimo, w.as finally closed as stated in the c-oncludkif!; parajjraph.s 
of that letter. The easy adjustment of this accident may be considered a proof of the 
.dteration wbich has taken jilace in the minds of the Chinese uikui these subjects as 
regards foreigners, ami the tliffercnt litrht iti which they are now disposed to view an 
accidental death from that which charae'erised them in our early intercourse with this 
country. 
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EX'rilACT T.ET'l’El! in the Public Deiiartiiuait, from the SELECT COMMIl'TEK 
at Canton to the Honourable C'ourt of Dircctor.s, ■ dated 18th Nov. 1828. 

Par. 'l l. Wi. have experienced in the present .season a disposition, on the part of tlu |iil..!,r’c nant oT 
Chinese Local (.lovernmenI, to rescind privilef^es of an est.ablished character, .and to I'l oil. ees. 
treat ri'presentations which we have found it necessary to make to them with such 
indifference, as coinpelled us at last to have recourse to a nuale of ilrawinjf their atten¬ 
tion to our statmnent.s, which we hope has proveil effectual, and will prevent the repe¬ 
tition of similar conduct towards us in I'uture. We shall have the honour to st.ale the 
progress of these proceedings to your Honourable Court in the following panigraphs. 

12 . In the uumth of .luly, having had occasion to addres.s the Clovernment on the 
subject of the extortions jiractised by the peojile of the Macao Custoni-hvuise (the 
result of which we shall have the honour to slate in a subsei|uent part of this letter), 
we were mueh surprised to learn from the Merchants that the \'iceroy had refused to 
rtfeeiveour statement, and had returned it to them, with directions to ojien and alter it 
in a manner which better suitial bis own views.* 

43. ITjuui this occasion we presented a second statement to the Viccroj', disavowing 
an}' sentiments which might have beim insi-rteil in our former atlilress by the Merchants, 
and informing him that our seal and signatures being always uffi.xed to our communica¬ 
tions, wc begged that bis E.xcellency would consider none us emanating from us ■which 
<lid not bear tho.se marks of authenticity. 

41.. Shortly after the arrival of the Factory in Canton, l‘ a p.ackct of letters to our ad¬ 
dress was seized by the Poon-qu-yune, a magistraiv of the Whampoa District, upon 
the person of the t ompradorc of the Orwellt who was conveying the packet from that 
ship to the Company’s Factory. This circumstance having been stated by us to the 

Viceroy, 


4 E 
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Viceroy,* that officer in reply, justified the conduct of the Poon-yu-yiine, and directed 
that in future all letters s»-nt from our ships should be subjected to exaiuination.f This 
answer of the Viceroy, instead of being transmitted through the usual channel of the 
iMorchanls, was pasted up on tlu; walls of our Factory by authority, a measure evi¬ 
dently calculated to depreciate the foreign diameter in the eyes of the Chinese. 

15. An Edict was i.ssued tdiout the same time,| restricting the excursions of boats 
upon the river, which nmns<nnent being the .sole opportunity we po.ssess of enjoying 
fresh air and exercise, we felt by no means disposed to submit to witliout remonstrance. 
The authority also conferred, by this Proclamation, on the river police to give annoy¬ 
ance to foreign boats passing between Canton and Whampoa, was likely to lead to di.s- 
turb;ince.s, which we felt it to be our dut}- to prevent by a proper representation of the 
facts. 

If!. While the.se circumstances wore under our consideration, it came to our know¬ 
ledge that a Proclamation of a mo.st grossly abusive natui'e had been issued by the 
Viceroy and IIoppo, calculated to degrade the foreign character to the lowest degree 
in the eyes of the natives. 'Phis Proclamation we have alluded to, but not' recorded, on 
our Public Consultations under date the 11th October. 

47. After a mature deliberation upon the grievancars which we have detailed in the 
preceding jmragraphs, we came to a determination tliat it was incumbent upon us to 
meet them by a strong remonstrance, calcidated to put a stop to further tiggression, 
experience having proved that nothing can be expected to be obtained from the Chinese 
1)3' concession, which onl^' becomes an inducement to attempt further invasion of pri- 
vilege.s. 

18. We therefore drew up an address to the Viceroy,§ in which we stated the 
absolute necessity of a communication with our ships by letter, which could be easiest 
effected bj' the employing Chinese boats; that if his Excellencv' reluswl his permission 
for that mode of conveyance we must have recourse to the use of ship-boats, the crews 
of which we were at all times mo.st desirous to keep away from ('anton, and to whicli 
we should mo.st unwillingly resort. 

49. We tdso reju'esented to his Excellency that the recreation taken by foreigner.s 
upon the river could not be viewed merely ns an amusement. 'J’he heat and confined 
air of our Factories is highly injuriou.s to the health of Europeans, situated, as they are, 
in the suburbs of a populous city; no liberty beyond the precincts of the Factory being 
permitted by land, we possess no means of escaping from the inconveniences above 
specified, excepting by excursions in boats upon the river; and while that nmu.sement is 
conducted within reasonable limits, it appears a harsh measure to restrict it. 

.50. In noticing the o|)probrious proclamation of the Viceroy alluded to in a pre¬ 
ceding paragraph, we confined ourselves to stating that such jiroclnmations were ill 
adapted to conciliate the feelings of foreigners. We also totik the opportunity of 
remarking, that his Excellency’s predecessor had adopted a very different line of con¬ 
duct 


• Public Contultatiuns, 6 Oct. 
i Public Consultations, 7 Oct. I8ii8. 


t Public Consultations, 10 Ort. 1838. 
§ Public Cousultations, 14 Oct. 1838. 
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duct towards foreigrier.s, having interdicted, by an Edict, the practices of abuse and 
insult carried on by the Chinese on the river, as likely to irritate and lead to dis- 
lurfKince. We regretted to observe that the present Viceroy's acts were calculated to 
excite animosity. 

.51. Having combined these several subjects of complaint in one statement, we accoin- 
jtanied them by such observations as we considered appropriated to the subject, and 
delivered them to the Merchants for jtresentalion to the Viceroy. 

52. \A'e w'ei’e informed, the day after our representation wms drawn up, that the Vice¬ 
roy refused to receive it, adding, that no necessity existed for presenting petitions. Upon 
the receipt of this intelligence we were compelled to adopt the mode of bringing our 
grievances to his Excellency’s notice, which has beam resorted to formerly on similar 
occasions; rh. that of carrying our address to the city gates, and presenting it in 
person 

.5;}. We therefore requested Captain Hamilton to select such people from the boats’ 
crews in (.'anpin iis wen; considered imai of respectable and orderly behaviour, and 
, desired him to acconijtany Mr. Davis, wlu) took charge of our letter to the city. A 
sullicient mmd)er of the ollicers of the Honouralile Companj'’s ships were also in attend¬ 
ance tt> control the coniluct of the seamen. 'Phis jiarty, having proceeded to one of the 
gales, and given nc'lice of the obji'cl of their mission to the guartls stationed there {for 
which purpose slips of paper, with an inscri|)tion in C hinese, signilying that they came 
to prestmt an uddrtsss in a quiet, orderly manner, were distributed amongst them), a 
Mandarin was shortly desj)atched to meet them, and receive their communication, upon 
which they returned to the Eactories. 

.51. Your Honourable ('ourt, will observe, niuUn- date IHth October of our Public 
Considtalions, the N’iceroy’s reply to the representation alluded to in the preceding jiara- 
graph. This Juliet, we consi<ler, may be viewed as favourable, although a defensive lone 
i"- assumed in it: the principal points of our repre.sentatiou are concedcil. MV had also 
the satisfaction to ob.sorve practical .symptoms *)f a di.sposition to accommodate matter.s, 
in a deputation which immediately ibllowcd of the Nam-hoy-yune to our Eactories, U) 
give directions for the renewal of the works ujton our landing-jtlace, which were forlh- 
wifl) resumed. We hope, therefore, that the Viceroy has been convinced by the pro¬ 
ceeding we a(U)pled, of the impolicy of giving unnece.s.sary annoyance to foreigners, .'ind 
that occasion will not again occur for res rting to an expedient to which wt; always most 
unwillingly have recourse. 
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EX PH ACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, date*] 18th November 1828. 

Par. 87. We shall always feel pleasure in noticing the conciliatory conduct of the 
officers of the Government. Having hud reason lately to complain of very opposite 
Irealmeiu from tliem, accompanied by an evident disposition to vilify the foreign 
eliaracu r ami degrade it in Chinese estimation, we forwarded a remonstrance, cotielietl 
in siuii firm bni respectful language as, we trust, will prinluce a belter feeling lowaAls 

■f E 2 us 



/>78 SECOND APPENDIX to thk THIRD REPORT oi the 

us in the Vicerov. Tlie immediate result of our address, and the manner of its 
presentation was evinced in the temperate reply from that officer recorded under date 
IHth October hwt. 


i-V i-KESPECTINti 1'llE STA'I’K OK THE FttRKKiN THAME WITH CANTON', AND 'i'flK 
KSTAIJIdlSIlMENT OK AHDITIONAL MONO MEIlCllANTS. 

Public Department, 8ih October 1821), Paraj^raph 3 a’ IT. 

.Ditto. 15ili — — 1 a’ 5. 

Ditto.23d November . — 3 a’ 27. 

Ditto.30th — - 3 a’ 13. 

Ditto.M tb December . — 4 a’ 12. 

Ditto.2»th — — 3 a’ 12. 

For these jtaragraphs, see letters adverletl to, presented to the Select (!ommitt(!e the 
3d June 1830, in the Appendix to the First Report of the Select t'ommittee of the House 
of Commons, No. IX, page 1022, rtucrj. 

EN'I’KAl''!’ I.ETTFR in the Secret Department, from the SELl'iCT COMMl'l'TEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 2Bth January 1830. 

I’ar. 3. We stated in the 9tb to the 12th paragraph of the despatch above referred 
to, our intention to make a final attcmj)t to jtrocurt; redre.s,s for the embarrassments ol 
the trade, by application to the locid authorities of Canton, in an appeal to tin? newly- 
arriv<>d IToppo, or ('ommissioner of Customs. This re.solntion was carried into effect 
and we beg to refer your Ilonourable Court to our Secret Consultations of 25th 
December 1820, for the address pre.sented by ns to that officer. 

■1. We regret tostaH', that the IIoppo’s reply declared bis determination to adhere 
to the tiecision formerly passtid upon our representations by the Viceroy, and {>roiiiiseil 
no improvement to the embarrassed situation of affairs. 

.5. Having received what appeared at that time to be the fin.al reply of the Iwal 
authorities, without an appearance of concession on any point, it became a subject of 
the most weighty consideration, whether we should resume commercial intercourse, or 
whether, in accordance with the tenor »)f our professions, wx- should continue to abstain 
from such intercour.scs A question which embraces the interest of the Honourable 
Company, and of a large body of the Ilritisb mercantile eominiinity, could not be viewed 
without a deep sense of the re.sponsibility incurred in forming our decision. We 
endeavoured to view the subject '.vith the strictest impartiality of feeling, and hope we 
have selected that course which is best caleulaleil to place this trade on a firm founda¬ 
tion. In deciding our choice at .so important a crisis, we have felt it a duly not to limit 
our views to the object of loading the Honourable Company’s .ships for the present 
season, which would be dearly attained at the ri.sk of incurring permanent and irreme¬ 
diable 
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diiiblc ini]»e<liinentfe to conmierce. It lias been our Cartiest endeavour to secure solid 
advantage's to our lionourable employers,, which might prove the basis of prosperity to 
their iilfairs in tills country for successive years. 

6. VVe i'elt it incumbent iifion us, as a preliminary step, to review the .series of our 
corrcs|)ottdence with this Government,* and have now the honour to state the inferences 
which we have drawn from it. . 

I’art of I’ar. 7. Tire disinclination eVinced by the officers of Government to grant ahy 
new privileges to the foreign trade might naturally have been expected, where both 
ilieir own juivalc interests and their national prejudice against innovation were to be 
overcome; but the conteinjit shown to the orders of the Emperor for the establishment 
ol' new Hongs, by llu; promulgation of Edicts' by the local govcrnraent,f without any 
intention to aej upon the professions contained in them, bus been a subject of surprise 
and what we certainly had not anticipated. 

Par. lo. Our infliiciict; with the Chine.se Government being purely of a commercud 
nature, has been bitlieilo supported by the ajiprebensioti of the withdrawal of tlie trade. 
This iiilluence has been, supported entirely by opitnon, but has proved so strong as to 
preponderate in all diffi'reiices of a serious nature. Whether the suspension tif com¬ 
mercial inlurcour.se has originated with the one party or the other, the risk and re¬ 
sponsibility of losing a valuable trade lias ultimately jircponder.atud over all other 
considerations in the minds of the local authorities.. 'J'hrough the influence of thi.s 
jrrineijtle, skilfully directed, the interests of oiir honourable^ einplo 3 ers have been 
liitlierto preserved, and an cfleetuul resistance opposed U) the encroaching sjtirit of a 
venal goveriHuent. 

1<>. A comliinatioii of circumstances has rendered the employment of .this powerful 
weapon, the snsjtetisioii of trade, ncct!.ssar 3 '. We bad hojied, From the tone in which 
the Governnx.uit replied to oiir represeulalioiis at the comihencirnient of the discussion, 
that we sliouhl be able to report to your Honourable ( oiiri some favourable circiim- 
siancos at an earlier period ; but notwithstanding our declaration of the impossibility of 
entcriiiir on commercial intercourse till the lion*; was relieved from it.s embarrassetl 
condition, and our reiterated rcpre.seiitations to that effect, an apathetic indifl'erence 
characterized the policy of the Government, and no impression .seemed to be produced. 
If, after taking np siieli ground.s, we had con.scnted to recede, and trade upon tlie terms 
ilictated by our opponents, no hope could have been entertained of resisting their 
encroach men ts for the future. Suspension of intercourse would luireafter he looked 
upon as a vain threat, and the only course hit to ns be implicit submission to tin? will o( 
the victors. ’J’lie Ckiliong system being put in force in its most obnoxious form, would 
.saj) the foundation of the Honourable Company’s trade, while all resistance would be 
rendered hopeles.s. 'I’be opinion of the lirmiiess and integrity of the representative.s of 
the Honourable Company in this country, which has hitherto proved an effectual cheek 
to the inroads of avarice and oppression, would lose its influence. The (.'hinese flovern- 
ment would acquire the lamentable convietion, that tliis trade, being indispensable to 
foreigners, could be eondneted according to the dictates of their own interests. Thet' 
would proceed under this iiiif>re.ssion to additional acts of extortion, which the absence 
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of the moral influence that has hitherto operated ns a check, would reach such a point as 
to Tender the continuance of the trade impracticable, without recourse to measures of a 
de«j)erate nature. 

17. From lliis we were led to the reflection, that a serious loss of time, and heavy ex¬ 
pense, had alretiidy been incurred in sustaining , tl>e discussion to the period when it 
heeamc necessary to determine whctlier we should abandon or maintain our position. 
Was this to be a useless sacrifice, without the attainment of any corresponding recom¬ 
pense? C'oiild we hope, even in submitting to it, that the trade would be .satisfactorily 
conducted under the system to which it would be reduced. Our experience of Chine.se 
character forbtitle us to entertain such an exjiectation ; and we could only contemplate 
the certainty ()f being compelled to rimew the struggle hereafter, and at no distant 
period, under increa.sed dilficulties and eml)arras.sment.s. 

IS. We confidently trust, that an impartial view of both sides of this intricate ques¬ 
tion will lead your Honourable Court to the conviction which it produced in our niinds. 
We came to the conclusion, that a perseverance in the course hitherto pursued offered, 
of two evils, the least to our choice, and wc determined to abstain from trade till some 
favourable alteration in the terms upon whicli it was offered rendered it worthy of accept¬ 
ance. The more important, the more valuable the interests at stake, the more di> they 
reejuire the proleclion of firmness, on which our lioj)es of their security for tlie future 
can alone be placed with confidence. We consiiler that wc stood on high grounds on 
the present occasion, and tliat our grievances, when hroiiglit to the notice of the Court of 
I’ekiii, could not fail to meet attention and receive redress. 'I'he resistance of the local 
government to the coimnaiids of their superiors, and the frauds practised upon foreigners, 
with the connivance of the Canton anthorities, in such instances as those of tlie hank- 
ruptcy ofMauhop, and the removal of projierty by the retired partner of the Hong of 
ChuiKpia, could not fail to be seriously viewed by a Government always jealous to pre- 
.serve the iiitegritt'of its authority, and unwilling to ])ennit claims to exist against it on 
the part of foreigners. These, while they destroy all pretensions to the administration 
of imperial justice, compromise at the same time the dignity of the Empire. 

11). Having given the subject the most deliberate attention, and we need hardly 
assure your Honourable Court, tliat it lias caused the deepest .anxiety in our minds, w» 
c ame lo the determination of ])repuring our ships to leave the port, being convinced 
that their prti.sence encouraged the opinion that we had not seriously re.solved to 
act upon the professions which we had held out to the Government, and that no 
hopes of ail accommodation could be entertaiiird till the apjirelieiisions of tlie Chinese 
were excited I’or the withdrawal of the trade. At the same time, we took nieasiires for 
the despatch of two of our ships to diflereni parts of the coast, for the purpose of 
presenting memorials, addressed to the Emperor of China, upon the embarrassments 
of the British trade to Canton. 

Fart of Far. 20. Being t e.solved, however, to lose no chance of a favourable turn in 
alTairs, which might avert the uece.ssity of ictcoursc to the extreme measure of the 
rcaiioval of our sliip.s, we drew up a Meiiiorial to the Emperor of China,* stating in a 
general inaiiner the grievances for which we solicited redress, and having enclosed one 
cofty of it under a seal to the Viceroy, and one to the Hoppo, we forwarded theiii to 

Canton 
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Canton, in the charge of a gentleman of the Factory, attcnclctl by a party of Comman¬ 
ders, officers and seamen of our ships, with orders to deliver them at tlic gates of the 
city. 'J’his duly was performed on the 18th instant, and the addresses were received hv 
an inferior officer of the Government. We shall have the honour to detail to your 
Honourable Conrt the resnit of this mission in a subsequent part of this despatch; and 
will only remark here, that it has been of a nature sufficiently sntisfactorj’ to induce us 
to postpone the adoption of the measures to which we have alluded in the preceding 
paragraph, though we cannot state at the present moment that the neccssitj’ of such a 
course has been removed. 

Par. ,S(). On the 23d instant replies were received from the Viceroy and Hoppo ' to 
our addresses, enclosing memorials to be transmitted to the Emperor of China. The 
communication of the IIoppo is in unison with the former Edicts of that officer, as 
regards its general import; but it returns the memorial to tlte Emperor, and states as a 
reason for this proceeding, that the intnle of presenting it was irregular. 

31. The Viceroy has also returned the memorial to the Emperor, alleging the same 
roa.son for his refusal to transmit it to Court as has been given by the IIoppo. The 
tone, however, which pervades the Proclamation of the former officer is of the most 
conciliatory nature, and when put in comparison with the last communication received 
from him, in which any further attention to our representations was peremptt)rily 
refused, may, we hope, be assumed us proof that a considerable change has taken place 
in his sentiments.+ 

32. We forbear to offer a decisive opinion upon a document, which must be judged 
rather by its general tenour than by the precise signification of its contents. It has, 
however, alFordcd us this consolatory reflection, tlmt the door is again opened to nego- 
ciations, and we have taken advantage of this circumstance in the manner which we 
think offers the best cbance of bringing matters to a satisfactory termination, if the 
prol’essions contained in his Excellency’s Edict prove sincere. 

33. The real substance of the Vicero 3 '’s Proclamation may be summed up as 
I’ollowB: 

That an express has been despatched to the province in which the elder Cbunqua 
n<Av reside.s, to cause his immediate return. 

That candidates have offered themselves for the situation of Hong Merchants. 

'Phat the creditors of Hong Merchants may meet together, make up their accounts 
and claim payment- This we conceive to have reference to the debts of the Hong of 
Chunqua. 

And, that the Emperor’s orders have been received, sanctioning a modification and 
reduction of the present paid upon entering the port. 

34. In noticing our request to be allowed to rent warehouses, the Viceroy has 
adhered to his former refusal to grant that point; but he has given the most positive 
a.ssurances for the security of property lodged In the Hongs of the Chinese Merchants, 
who, he has most distinctly declared, are liable to the risk of fire, water, thieves, and 
every earthly calamity that can occur to goods confided to their charge. As regards the 

security 
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Security of pritperty, vie are not aware that in any part of the world it exi.sts upon 
more favourahiu teriiis than those, to the importer. And al^hougli tlie object of con¬ 
ducting commercial dealings independently of the medium of the Hongs is not posi¬ 
tively gained iiy this arrangement, it seems prohahle that mpeh may bo idVected liy an 
inclination on the ])art of the I'An'elgn and Chinese Merchant to consult mutual accom¬ 
modation. We _feel, therefore, tliat we must remain satisfied with the Viceroy’s deci¬ 
sion upon this point, and exclude it in subsequent negocijition from the list ol 
dentandi).. 

35. -The Edict lb which wi* are referring conclndes by general nssurances of a desiri 
to accommodate, and quotes the orders of the Emperor expressive of the same purpose, 
ai«l an. inclination to encourage the peaceable conduct of foreign commerce. 

36. The circuni.stanccs of the change of tone adopted by tlto (lovernment when an im- 

pressitMi has been excited that our ships wotdd leave the {tort, coupled witli the tlisineli- 
nation evinced to receive our memorials to the Emperor, lead us to draw fhennferenci 
.that instructions have actually been frausmitted iVoiii the Court of Pekiu_ to ailjust the 
discussion upon fair and re.asonable terms; and that tlie local goveriimeiit lias lieen 
forced to the disclosure of this fact by our demonstration of recourse to extreme 
measures. .• 

37. It i.s a remarkable point that the date refcurcd to in the V’^iceroy's Edict, as that 
of the arrival of the express from Pekin, sliouid be the very day upon vvliich the delivery 
of our memorials at the city gates took jilace. This eireiimsUuice would fairly warrant 
the conjw;tnrc that tlie Government has wislied to make it appear that the alleration in 
their tone preceded, and was not the ellect ol that measiirt!. A more distant da!c could 
not be named, for it utiglit fairly be asked, why wei e the Imperial orders oonceaKnl ? Ii 
had moreover been asserted by the Mcrcluuit.s in ('anton, on the very day that the 
occurrence took place, that the despatch from Pekin could not he expected in less than a 
forliiighl. The cause and effect are too nearly allied by appearances to admit of lutieli 
doubt respecting their real connection. 

38. Our rt;ply to the Viceroy, to wjiieh we beg to draw your Honoiirahle Court’s 
attention, has been c.arefully drawn up with the ohjeet of demonstrating to his Excel 
lenev that while we have every wish to meet the conciliatory feeliiig.s exhibited in'hi.s 
proeiaination, liy a reciprocal desire ofamieahle adjustment, we are in no way dispo.sed to 
swerve from the resolution which was eomnmnicuted to the Government at the tinu 
wlien we presented our memorials to the Emperor; and tlial our resort to extreme 
measures is merely postjioiied, uiiiler the impression that liis Exeelleiiey meditates a 
reasonable accommodation. 

3!). An apjiearaiiec of anxiety has been evinced by the Viceroy’ to receive our answer, 
in the deputation of a Government linguist to proceed in charge of his Excellency’s 
communication to Macao, and await our reply, which will be made with as little delay 
as possible. 


ExTHAt-'I 
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EXTRACT LETTER (Secret luul (yonfidciitiul) from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Cliainnan of the Court of Directors, dated 31st Jan. 1830. 

Wr. perceive, in the Viceroy’s last answer to our address, in the peculiar w'ay in which 
it was forwarded to us, and in the marked manner in w hich he voluntarily re-opens the 
negocialions which he had himself closed, by refusing to receive our addressees, the good 
elTect that has been produced by our last measure of prescuiting our petition for the Em¬ 
peror at the city gale. We believe now that the Government is convinced that w«! are in 
eanu-st; and we also believe that the \'iceroy is disposed to grant such terms as we shall 
be able to accept. So strong is our conviction on this point, that were we contending 
with any other than this peculi.ar ])eoplc, we believe an arrangement might take place 
very shortly. 

W'c have every reason to hope we sliall be enabled to restore the Hong to its original 
number of twelve or thirteen ; and should our efforts prove successful, we shall consider 
the Company’s trade with China rescued from a state of peril, the greatest perhaps it 
has i:ver been exj)o.scd to. 

We have before observed, that we believe the Viceroy will grunt such ctmccssious as 
w(. can expect; but the greatest caution i.s necessary on our parts; too much anxiety 
evinced woidd infallibly tend to mak(! him recede; the policy of the Government 
appears to be to grant nothing beyond what necessity obliges them to do, even in things 
most trivial. 

We d<» not consider wo are too sanguine in expressing our hope, that in three weeks 
the ships will be at Whampo.a. 

We have been informed, that at this moment respectable men are ready to be made 
Hong Merchants, but that the Viceroy and Hoppo, in defiance of their positive declara¬ 
tions to the cxMitrary, still endeavour to extort an exorbitant fee, to the collective amount 
of 50,000 dollars for each Hong. We look to this difficulty being overcome, now that 
the Government are convuiced of the necessity of the case. 
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EXTRAC'I’ LETTER in tlie Public Department, from the SELECT COMMn'TEE 
at Chnitou to the Court of Directors, dated U)th Fob. IS.IO. 

I’ar. '2. We have great satisfaction in co<umiinicating to your Honourable (.'ourt the 
intelligence that an accommodation has been effected, with reference to the discussion in 
which we have been ongageil with the Chinese Government, and that the Honourable 
t.!ompauy‘s ships received our orders to cuter the river upon the Gth instant. 

3. We shall have the honour to detail to your Honourable Court the partieular cir¬ 
cumstances of this arraugciiicnt at a future opportunity. 


1. I' 
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Iledrew of EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE at 
(irievances, &c. Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 23d Feb. 1830. 

Foreign Trade with satisfaction to inform your Honourable Court, that in cou- 

Cunton. si‘<[uence of an arrauyement tliat lias been effected with the Government of Canton, the 

New Hongs. Honourable Company’s ships received our orders to enter the river and commence the 

immediate discharge of their cargoes on the Oth instant. We shall have the honour to 
iletail the circumstances wliich have given rise to this resolution. 

3. Upon the 1st of this month the Hong Merchants arrived at Macao, but without any 
official deputation from the Government. Tiieir ostensible motive for visiting this place 
was to take leave of Mr. Plowden, who had embarked for England the day preceding 
their arrival. They informed us, that an answer might be daily expected from the 
Vii^eroy to our last address ; upon which, we declined to enter into any discussion with 
tliem respecting our future jiroceediiigs.* 

4. Upon the bth instant, a Pnxjlamation was received from the Viceroy* through the 
Merchants, which will bo found in our Secret C'onsultations under tlie same date. 

5. The general tenor of this document is of the most conciliatory nature, as well as 
that previously received from his Excellency, and recorded upon the’drith ultimo; both 
lead to the conclusion that the Government are extremely desirous to preserve the traii- 
ijuillity which has usually attended the conduct of the trade; luid perhaps upon the 
jireseiit occasion have evinceil a greater anxiety to restore it to its ordinary course than 
they Irave hitherto permitted themselves to disclose. 

(i. The ^'iceroy's Edict informs us that one new Hong has already been established, and 
that other j)ersons have reejuested to be allowed to enter the Hong; that he not only is 
desirous of increasing the number of Merchants to its original strength, but will also, if 
opportunity offers, be glad to extend it even beyond that limit. 

7 . I'lie progress actually made towards the comjiletion of the original number of tin; 
Hong is certainly but small, and our knowledge of die Chinese character does not permit 
us to calculate with confidence upon the fulfilment of the promises of the Government 
hereafter. At tlie .same time there are some arguments which support the assertion •!' 
the Viceroy, that it is impructicahle to accomplish this object at the present mumciit. it 
has been stated by the Merchants, that the reluctauce to engage in the foreign trade pro¬ 
ceeds from want of confidenee in tlie future prospect of beneficial returns to the specu¬ 
lator, fliat the erabarrassments of the commerce discourage persons of property from 
coming forward; and that those who are now deterrcnl by such reasons from presenting 
their names as candidates for udiiiLssioii into tlie Hong, may be expected, if our ships 
enter the port, and mercantile affairs arc restored to the regular routine, to embrace 
w ith pleasure the favourable opportunity now offered to them of entering the trade upon 
moderate terms. Puaiikhetjua, Gotpia and Kinqua declared, that they were each 
acquainted with a person who contemplated tlie establishment of a Hong. There ap¬ 
pears 
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pears also to have existed a doubt whether the new Merchiints would receive the assis¬ 
tance to be derived from a portion of the Coinjwny’s business being allotted to (hoin, 
upon their commencing tlieir commercial career. ^Ve attach such importance to the 
attainment of new members to the Hong, that we shall give every encouragement in em¬ 
power to enterprising in this line : but before we arc actpiainted with the character of the 
now Merchants, our transactions w ith them w ill necessarily be confined to the purchase 
of teas from them, and the sale of our imports for cash paynu'nts. An equitable discount 
will of course be allowed in the latter transaction for the. consideration of receiving ready 
money. It is said, that the knowledge of our intentions in this re.spc-ct will prove a great 
inducement to the candidates, especially when combineil with the resumption of trade, 
and our personal appearance in Canton. 

8. A Tea Merchant, named Pun-suy-lan, has been mentioned as very desirous to enter 
the Hong. This person’s name has appeared on our records as the contractor to supply 
the Fokien Bohea received from the Hong of C’huinpia. '^I'hough he has proved on some 
occasions a trouble-some opponent in the tea trade, yet the energy displayed by him pro¬ 
mises a useful addition to the body of Ilong Merchants ; the knowledge and connections 
of Pun-suy-lan would in all probability render his mercantile speculations successful, 
and we shoiJd feel highly gratified if he is induced to carry his project into exwution. 

The ob.stacle which has hitherto existed upon the part of the Government to obtain¬ 
ing competition in the foreign trade appears to have been overcome, as far as the prin¬ 
ciple extends, by the creation of one Hong. The manager of this is said to have been 
admitted upon the payment of fees to a moderate amount, and such as will by no means 
deter other j>er.sons from coming forward. The Viceroy has rcpcatc'd the assurances for¬ 
merly given t^f the payment of debts, and the punishment of Merchants who might be con¬ 
victed of frandnlent practices; and we have exj)resscd onr willingness to rely upon the 
lionour of th^ Government for the fulfilment of tliese promises. I'he point which seemcil 
at this juncture ]>riucipully to demand our attention was, whether we w(!re jiistifieil, 
under existing circumstances, in accepting the assurance of the Viceroy, that the Hong 
shall he restored to its original number. 

10. In forming our determination upon this subject, w'c naturally attach groat impor- 
tdneo to what appeared to be the general im})ression produced on the minds of the Chi¬ 
nese by the suspension of our trade. The lone adopted by the (Joverument towards the 
latter part of this discu.ssion has evinced serious apprehensions of the ultimate removal of 
the trade; and it may be hoped tliat this impression will act as a powerful check upon 
them in future, to prevent the repeated connivance at frauds, s\ieh as characterized the 
bankruptcy of Manhop, and the removal of C'huiujua, the latter person having been the 
cause of such serious inconvenience to the trade, we think will he either severely punished, 
or compelled to return to Canton. If it be true that the conduct of this person has been 
represented to Pekin, it seems hardly possible that he can escape the heavy displeasure 
of that Court, who must sec the necessity of putting a stop to .such practices, if they wish 
for the continuance of the trade. 

11. We are rather inclined to augur favourably respecting the augmentation of the 
Hong. We trust that the same eflect has been produced in the minds of the Chinese by 
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tlie ctnitimied siisjxMisioii of the trade (hat might have resulted from its actual removal, 
and that the influence of this impression will prevail for some time in rlu'cking the cii- 
(woachuicnts of the Government. Upon a review of the e.ire.umstances. there ajijK-ared a 
probability of obtaining an augmentation of tbe llong through the encourageinent we 
might give to the new .Merchants, while the ruin of two or thri>e of the old Hongs seemed 
to be the inevitable consetpienco of continuing the suspension ol CHmuiiercial intercourse. 

1‘J. Considerations of expediency were strongly in favour of an innnediale adjustment 
of ilifl'ereiKMw ; the advMUccd period of the season admitted ot no (iirther disenssion, and 
we were called upon to decide between the rem aal of the llononrabb' Company s ships 
from the ]iorl, and tbe scinling them to \Vhaini)oa w itboul delay ; tbe pressure o( cirenm- 
stane<-s admitted of no inkhlle course. It still remained in onr powei’ to load aiul despatch 
the fleet from China before the arrival of the season \vbieh wonhl pretdnde the hope of 
their elleeting a direct passage to tbe Straits ; but any further ])osli.ouemenf of tin- adoj)- 
tiou of this m<?asure would have destroyed the expectation of sncce.ss. The advances 
towards an accommodation made by tbe Government, gave us a favouraljle and uiiex- 
peeted opportunity of accom])lishiug this desirable object upon lioiuairable fenns, anti 
wc consider that we shtiuld not be jiistifit'd in negh'cting to avail onrselve.s of it. I be 
Viceroy h.id invited ii.s in tbe most conciliatory language to resume the trade. He bad 
giveix us the most positive assui'fiuces that no oVistacle should be made to tbe ooxnjxletion 
of the orig-inal xiiimber of the Hong, iuid jnofe.ssi'd bis wish even to extend it. 'J'be prin- 
ci])le of opjxosilion to the introdnelion of tbe (.’uhong sy.stem seemed to have Ixeen 
gained. 

11. VN'ith I'efci-ence to tbe consiilei’ations xvbicb biivebeen above stated, wt* defonoined 
to oiah'r tin; Honouriible Company s sbijxs to enter tbe port, and commence disebui’ging 
their cargoes; and we trxisl that ibis decision will receive yoxir Honourable Court’s ap- 
(xrobafion. 'I'be event mnsl prove wlietlnu- our decision has Ixu'n jxxdieiou.'^ It has been 
formed (ipon the Inxjxe that .such an imjxres.siou has hceu jxrodneed by the long suspxmsion 
(.f our triide. as has convinced the Chinese of the necessity of making a sei’iouM atlemjxf to 
I'cstoi'e its prospei’ily. and that this ojxinion will reniier the adoption of moi-e extreme 
mcasui'cs an idternative which may for llnx prosciit be avxxided. V\ e have axldi-essed the 
\ iceroy in rejily to that oflicer’s la.sf communication, staling the motives which had 
induced us to idler our determination of removing the Hononrable Company’s ships from 
the port, and that we ha\e acted on a lii'in reliance upon the assurances which His 
Excellency has given, that the attainment of the important objects of the return of fh 
chler Chumpia, the payment of the debts of tliat Hong, and the establishment <if nexv 
Hongs, shall receive every a.s.sislance which it is in the powx'r of the Government to 
render. 

J.>. .Since writing the preceding paragraphs the IVesident has hud a personal inter¬ 
view with tlie 'I’ea Merchant, 1’un.suy-lan. This person has jielitioned the government 
to he allowetl to e.stahlish a Hong for tlie foreign trade. 'J'he Viceroy has passed an 
a]i|ili<-alion to the Hoppo, by whom a demand of '2II,(KK) tales is said to he made as the 
price of admission. Pun-suy-lan stated his readines.s to ]my this sum if it met oxxr 
approval, with the object of immediately entering into the jiiiviloges of a Hong Mer¬ 
chant, 
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ciliUlt, must be very desinible to liitn as a proprietor of tea to a lartfo extent; but 

lie was (lissuailed strongly from iici-i'iliuy' to tlie ilemaiul, iijioii tlie priiicijile that a pre¬ 
cedent would be thereby establisheil for the assessment of all subseipient petitioners. If 
tin* upplicatiuu of Pun-suy-lau proves unsuccessrni, i\e shall consider it our duty to 
address the Viceroy ou the .subjeet, which we trust will accelerate the settlement of 
this tpiestion. ^Ve feel desirous to see this person establislusl as a lloufj Mercliant, not 
only from the hope that the example may lend to <‘ucouraee others to follow the same 
coursi', but from the character of the man himself, who is said to po.s.sess tirmuess ami 
resolution, whicli we may liml useful in ojiposinj^ the iiiflmmcc of llowcpia in the 
t'olionsr. 
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]•'». W'e shall probably be able, by a later desjiatch, to communicate to your JJonour- 
able Court more (h'cisive intelliffeneo upon the s'llijt'ct of the precedine jiaraeraph, a- 
well as to oiler an ojiiniou res])eetin<;- lli(> disjiosition of the otiicers of (jlovernmcnt to 
fidlil the assurances under which we have recommenced our commercial transactions. 


KX'l’RAC'r LM'r'PKTl in the Secret Department, from the SI'’J,F1CT CO.M.MI'r'I'MC 
• at Canton to the ('onrt of Diri-ctors, dated ‘Jd Maich iS.'iO. 

I’ar. -, Ln tin: concludin'; para;;raph of that despatch*' we infi.<ruieil your Jliuiourable 
Court, that the 'Tea Merchant, I’un-sny-lan, had petitioned the (joiernment for per¬ 
mission to establi.sh a llony , but that some demur was luadi', arisiii” from the fees de¬ 
manded for his adniLssion. which uii^lit render it eventually necessary for us to 
address the (jovernment upon the sidiject. 

d. l*un-suv-lan sub.seijuenlly informed ns. that the obstacles to the establishment of 
his lloii” were made in the llojipo's department, and recommended our addressino the 
^ iceroy, a.s a measure likely to bring the aifair to a sjieedy termination. 

-1. We therefore jiresented a statement to that ollicer. i' e.xpres.sing a hope that his 
Excellency would not permit the good intentions which ajipi-ai'ed to inlluenee him for 
rfcstoring the prosperiU of the trade, to be thwarted in any department of the (jovoni- 
mciil. Wo further adiled, that we had resumed our commercial transactioas under his 
lixc.ellency's assurance of promoting our views in the creation of new Hongs upon any 
favourable opportunity, and that we looked with conlidence to see those promises 
fulfilled. 

o. We have the •sati'^faction to inform your Honourable Court, that this representa¬ 
tion was attended with the desired efVeet. The Hong of Pvin-suy-lan was proclaimed 
on the'iZth instant, only two days after the presentation of oiir addre.ss; and the day 
following another new Hong was declared to havg received the permission of (jo- 
V eminent to conduct the foreign trade. * 

(i. We shall now have the hononr to communicate to your Honourable Court such 

inforination 
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inloiTnatioti as has readied us respecting fee aifBtiiMsteneee and eoanexious oft the three 
H^mgs newly estabiidMd. 

7. The Manager of the first Hong dedatred inthe VieeK^’a jBidiet, recorded upon our 
Secret ConaultationB under date the dth uhimo, is one of aenersl brothers, amongst 
Foreign Trade#illi whom a considerable property was divided upon the death of,their father, but which 
Canton. ^ moderate tsian as the diare of each of thenu One of the brothers is the 

New Hongs. manager of a sUrersmsth’s shop formerly conducted by the father, who tradedaiso largely 

in sycee. The name of the new merchant is Yeii-he Tseang; the Hong’s name is Hii^ 
To avoid confusion of names in future we shall adopt the name of the Hong to 
designate the individual who manages it. This mode of denomination appears the most 
correct, as it has reference to the firm, and can never be clianged; the names of persons 
in China are constantly altered, according to the caprice of the individual, and this habit 
prevails to such a degree that Europeans experience the greatest difficulty in ascOTtaining 
the correct appellation of any native. 

8. The second newly-established firm, under the management of Pun-suyflan, is called 
Chong Wo. Pun-suy-lan's correct name is Puan-wun-taou, in the Mandarin dialect, or 
Pun-mun-to in that of the province of Canton. Tliis person has long been engaged in 
the tea'trade, in which be amassed a property of considerable amount; he is a native 
of the province of Fokien. We understand that he has sustained a heaviidoBS in his 
dealings with the Hor^ of Chunqua. This is said to amount to 100,000 dollars; but 
he is still represented to be a man possessed of large property, and lus character'stands 
high amongst his countrymen. We view the accession of this person to the body of 
Hong Merchants as a most desirable addition to their number. If capital to a certain 
extent, managed by a man of knowledge in the tea trade, > and acuteness of understanding, 
can thrive in the foreign commerce, it has now a fair prospect of success. 

9. The third Merchant acknowledged by the Government is named Ma^too-leang, in 
the Mandarin dialect; the name of the Hong is Shun Tae. Tliis person has been many 
years engaged in foreign trade, both in Canton and at Macao, and is well spoken of by 
Europeans who have dealt with him. He is himself possewed of some property, and is 
connected with a partner, who is spoken of as being in very independent circumstances. 
The partner was engaged in the opium trade, and banished for some offence to Else, 
from whence he has returned several years, the punishment of exile having been remitted 
upon payment of a fine. This man is said to have been the projector of the new Hong, 
and to possess the largest share of the capital inv«ited in H, but in consequence of the 
circumstance above alluded to he could not appear ostensibly as the manager of the firm. 
We entertain hopes that dus Hong may prove useful to the foreign trade. 

10. It is extremely satisfactory to us to find that the Government has fulfilled its pro¬ 
mises of the creation of new Hongs, as the faith kept upon one point encourages the 
hope tiuit ;it will be maintained iu*other8^ We hear there are still persons, desbroue of 
being made Merchants, and shall perhaps be able heroafter to report further accessions 
to the Hong. 

11. It appears that the Chong Wo Hong has been permitted to conduct trade without 
obtaining the security of the oilier Hong Merchants; the Hong will therefore be respon- 
siblq for its own debts, and these, if incurred, can produce no injury to tlie remaining tnem- 

‘ bers. 


CHINA I’APEas. 


(E.) 

Redress of 
OrievancOB, ftc. 



SELECT €OiefIUTFEE of vhb HOUSE or COMMONS. SB9 


bers. Tliit is an innovation which wfa have constantly suggested to the Government 
during the late discussion, and which it appears they have now adopted i^ntaneously, 
although unwilling to appear to doit at our suggestion; we would gladly see every 
Merchant placed upon this independent footing, and hope it may continue to prevail in 
the creation of all the new firms. Although we believe tliat private traders would con> ForeignTrade with 
tend for the preservation of the old system, which enables them to entail a debt, by Canton, 
means of the necessities or imprudence of the indigent Merchants, under the security of Hongs, 

the more wealUiy, we shall always view the abolition of so unjust a regulation, as calcu* 
lated by raising the independence of the Merchant to give vigour and enwgy to the tradet, 
and consider it the first Btq> towards improvement. 

12. WhUe dits regulation prevails there can, to all appearances, be little difficulty in 
procuring additional members to the Hong. The impediments which must be expected 
from the old Mer<diants under the former system, are principally removed, and a prospect 
of something resembling free trade is open to us. The only ^dating obstacle would seem 
to be the disinclination to encourage competition, which must for some time continue to 
pervade the established Hongs ; but we trust tliat this may wear away with time, as our 
intercourse with th* natives improves. 

13. We are unable to give your Honourable Court any certain intelligence respecting 
the elder (Hiunqua’s return to Canton. Numerous rumours are afloat, upon none of 
which dependence can be placed. In the meantime we have considered it adivsable en¬ 
tirely to withdraw our commercial dealings with the Hong of Chunqua, with the view of 
marking our determination to give no encouragement to the acts of dishonesty which have 
characterized its management, as well as with reference to the utter inability of the Eioug, 
in its present embarrassed condition, to conduct our ti-ado. The continuation of our 
.support would have answered no purpose beyond tlie liquidation of the debts of Euro¬ 
pean creditors, and your Honourable Court have already expressed your dissatisfaction 
with that mode of conducting business, in reference to the bankrupt Hongs preserved 
from insolvency throng the assistance of the Honourable Company in the season 1813-14. 

Our aid in this instMico would, in fact, have tended to perpetuate a system which we are 
desirous to abolish, and which we hope in tune will become extinct. We have also con¬ 
sidered it judicious to give every encouragement in our power to the new Hongs, which 
the shares of our trade, vacated by the suspension of our dealings with Chunqua, enable 
us to offer. At the same time, if the former partner of that Hong should hereafter re¬ 
turn and be willing to re-establish the firm, we shall be ready to resume our transactions 
with the Hoag. Plough perhaps under a reduction of thoir original extent, till the credit 
of the establishment bos been restored by a course of prudent and upright management. 


OBINA tapuks. 
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EX!T1^CT LE?rTEll in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITM 
* ai Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 30th March 1830. 

Par. 45. Wk shall endeavour, as far as it is practicable, to conform to the wishes 
of your Honourable Court, expressed in the paragraphs under reply ; but 'we beg to 
l emark, that instances will occur in which we may be compelled to depart from these 

instructions. 
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instructions. As the Chinese Oorernment «void, as mooh as possdile, direct communioB- 
tion with foreigners/ they frequently enforce their measures through the medium of the 
Hong Merchants or odier natives. -EKactions and restrictions cure thus heaped upon the 
foreign trade, through an indirect channel, and would daily increase if we allowed their 
progress to pass utinotioed. We may here instance on cnoasten iawhidh our prompt in>« 
terference caused the' inooediate attainment of « very important point to the interests of 
the Honourable Company, although made in favour of persons with whom we are totally 
unconnected. W'e allude to our address to the Viceroy respecting the demands made by 
the Hoppo, on the appUcation of the manager of Chong Wo Hong, to enter upon the 
foreign trade.* The result of that remonstrance was most successful. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to tile lionourable Court of Directors, dated 18th September 1830. 

■ ^ r 

Par. 6. We have much satisfaction in iuinouncing to your Honourable Court that two 
more Hong Merchants have lately been added to tiie four admitted iqto the Cohoug last 
season. ; . : 

7i> We are at present without the necessary information regarding the character and 
capability of these men to offer an opinion as to tbeir individual merits; but we greatly 
rejoioe at the circumstance, and trust that one of the principal barriers formerly existing 
to the extension of the Cobong (we allude to the esxlmrbitant lees pu the creation,of a new 
Merchant) is removed. >. . 


E:3^;TRACT IJiTTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 2Sth January 1831. 

Par. 26. An Address to the Governor, strongly recommending the creation of more 
Hong Merchants, as a measure mutually advantageous to both parties, has been drawn 
up, and will bo found "recorded on cmr Public Consultations,t transmitted 1^ the pres«it 
despatch. 


extract letter in tile Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated llth February 1831. 

Par. 5. Your Honourable Court has already been informed that we deemed it our 
duty to address the Governor oCCanton, urging the advantages vyhieh mpst arise to 
English as well as Chinese interests by tbe-eleetion of more Hong Mhndiaats, who were 

men 


Public Consultstioiit, S5tli Feb. 1830. 


t Ibid. 28 Ish. 1831. 
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men of credit and diaraeter. W e have received a most favourable reply from bis Excel¬ 
lency, admitting the justice of our application for the creation of substantial Merchants, 
and expressing, in language more distinct than is generally characteristic of a Chinese 
Proclamation, that '* the more ” there were " the better.” A c<^ of this document 
will accompany our present despatch. . It will become our duty to remiml hie Excellency 
of the wisdom of his determination, should any unnecessarily protracted delays take place 
in the accomplishment of so desirable an object. 


(2fl.)—RESPECTING THE TRADE IN OPIUM. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 

at Canton fo the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated ‘ilst November 

1821. 

Par. 34. On our Secret Records, under the dates noticed in the margin,* your Honour¬ 
able C’ommitfee will perceive the measures so frequently threatened by the Chinese 
Government to check the Opium Trade at this port have been recently renewed. 

S.*). If we may believe the statements of the Merchants, the intentions of the local 
government are to be regarded as more determined than they have ever formerly been ; 
but as our communications with the Merchants have as yet been solely confined to a 
relation of their conferences with the officers of Government upon this subject, and as 
we have not been officially appealed to, we cannot help expressing our doubts as to die 
actual extent of the danger impending over the Opium Trade. 

36. Your Honourable Committee will perceive, however, that Pinqua has been de¬ 
prived of his Button, and that the Merchants have been more than usually solicitous with 
us to interfere in recommending the individuals concerned in this traffic to withdraw their 
shijps from the port. 

37. It is no more than natural that men incurring the heavy responsibility of Hong 
Merchants, and acting in that capacity under a Government the most arbitrary and 
despotic in the universe, should feel the utmost solicitude at a moment when they are 
threatened with the heavy visitations of that Government, and we do most sincerely 
feel for their situations; but we do not conceive it would be either prudent or politic 
to take any part in this matter, unless it is especially required from us from Govern¬ 
ment, by a more sufficient communication than messages, and we have hitherto declined 
all interference. 

38. We must beg to refer your Honourable Committee to our Secret Proceedings 
under the dates alluded to, for the particulars of tlxe communications of the Hong 
Merchants on this important subject. Tlie origin of the inquiry into the Opium trans¬ 
actions 
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* Ssetet Consultations, Nov. 11, 18, and 14. 
4 G 
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actions is variously stated, some asserting it to arise from the personal enmity of 
the Quongchow Foo to Piuqua, others to the more renal source of desiring to extort 
money. 

39. But to whatever source it owes its rise, the situation of the Merchants has become 
exceedingly critical, accused on one side of former wilful neglect, they are threatened on 
the other with the severest punishments if they do not report the ships concerned in this 
illicit traffic to Government; and such is now become the weight of their req>on8ibility, 
that they have declared to us they must lodge information against those ships unless they 
speedily quit the port. 

40. They further have intimated to us that in future bonds will be required from the 
Comj)any’s ships, declaring that there is no Opium on board, as well as from every 
other vessel entering the port, and until such bond is given they will be obliged to de¬ 
cline securing the ship. 

41. This question is by no means a novel one to your Honourable Committee ; a 
reference to former proceedings will show that similar demands were made in 1817, ami 
subsequently dropped; such may only be the intention at present, but appearances 
lead us to believe this demand will be persisted in, and as it is one of an extremely 
objectionable nature, and if complied with, calculated to establish a precedent of thi* 
worst description, we shall feel it our duty to proceed with the utmost caution in assent¬ 
ing to it. 

45. Since writing the preceding paragraphs respecting Opium, we have seen the 

Viceroy’s Edict to Pekin on the subject of that commerce, and the Merchants have 
delivered to us a copy of the Viceroy’s letter to them respecting it.* From the.se docu¬ 
ments it will be satisfactory to your Honoiurable Committee to observe that no imputa¬ 
tion is cast upon the Honourable Company’s ships for being concerned in this illicit 
traffic. «, 

46. The measure of compelling the Opium ships to quit the port we conceive must be 
enforced, if the agents for them have any regard for the safety of the property at stake. 
I'he Hong Merchants have reported the names of these ships to Government, and the 
Viceroy has, in consequence, ordered one half of (heir regidar import cargo to be confis¬ 
cated, and has refused to allow any return cargo to be shipped, insisting eveti upon the 
re-landing of that already sent on board ; and we hear that Government have further 
threatened to send down a force to Whampoa to seal the sliips’ hatches, and enforce 
their departure. 

47. From all tliese circumstances your Honourable Committee will both perceive anil- 
be able to judge of the detwmination of the local government to effectually suppress this 
illicit commerce, and if they firmly pursue their present system, it cannot continue to bo 
curried on as heretofoi e. 


* Secret ConiulUtioni, I5tb and lOtb November. 


Exthaci 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 

at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 11th March 1822. 

Par. 16. In our address to your Honourable Committee, per Herefordshire, of the 
2l8t November last, par. 34 and 41, we stated that the measures so frequently 
threatened by the Chinese Government for checking the Opium trade at this port, had 
oeen recently renewed. 

17. These measures have been recently persisted in by the Viceroy of Canton, with 
sucli a degree of pertinacity, as to occasion the most serious interruption to this impor¬ 
tant branch of the trade of China. 

18. Among the regulations which the Viceroy is endeavouring to establish for prevent¬ 
ing the introduction of Opium into China, that one is perhaps of the most serious impor- 
taiKM; to the cqntinuation of the trafiic at Whampoa, which proposes that all foreign ships 

^ should be secured by the four Senior Merchants, who are the only opulent and respec • 
table Ilongs. 

i'.t. By this it is meant, that on the arrival of a ship, each of these four Merchants in ro¬ 
tation should give a bond to Government, conveying their responsibility tiiat no Opium 
is imported in her ; and for tiieirmore certain security, a counter-bond is required from 
the commanders or agents of ships before the Merchants give their pledge to Govern¬ 
ment, without which the sliip is not permitted to trade. 

20. This regulation is founded upon a plan submitted to Government by the Merchants 
tiiemselves, whicli will be found in our Secret Records on the 20th November last. At 
the period it was recommetuled by the Merchants, they little imagined it would be pro¬ 
ductive of all t](fe evils now to be apprehended in its exercise, and we believe they now 
sincerely lament the opportunity they have thus unwarily afforded Government of prac¬ 
tising additional extortion and oppression in their several Hongs. 

21. In the 45th paragraph of our letter to your Honourable Committee, per Hereford¬ 
shire, w’e stated that the Merchants had intimated to us, that in future bonds would be 
re(][iiired from the Honourable Company’s ships, in common with every other ship, and 
that until granted they could not undertake to secure them. 

22. Conformably with tliis intimation, we have now to inform your Honourable 
Committee that a bond has been demanded from the Commander of the Scaleby Castle, 
immediately on the arrival of that sliip at Whampoa, and the same having hitherto been 
withheld, that ship, as well as the Vausittart, have not yet been permitted to discharge 
their cargoes. 

23. Your Honourable Committee, in your letter to China of the 8th May 1818, have 
enjoined our conceding the point of giving bonds, if demanded by the Chinese Govern¬ 
ment, rather than renew the discussion of 1814 upon this subject, and the spirit of these 
instructions furnished to us in that letter, accordhig to our interpretation, generally 
recommend acquiescence in the wishes of this Government, We conceive, however, that 
these instructions never could have contemplated the pernicious tendency of the affidavits 
now demanded. 
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24. These affidavits require an extension of security beyond every reasonable limit; 
namely, that the parties subscribing them should affirm that not the smallest particle of 
Opium is imported in the ship; and should it so happen that any is hereafter detected, 
they assent cheerfully to submit to the laws, or in other words, consent to confiscation of 
property, and expulsion from the port. 

25. The cases of the Gunner of the Essex in 1819-20, and the more recent one of the 
Captain’s Steward of tlie Atlas in the present season, arc quite sufficient of them.selves to 
show the impossibility of our being security against the introduction of Opium in our own 
ships, and the dangerous consequences that might ensue if we consented to subscribe to 
this affidavit. 

26. By the securities now demanded, it will be evident to your Honourable Committee 
that a very important part of the Hong Merchants’ responsibility is virtually transferred 
to foreigners ; and if such an innovation is acceded to, a precedent is established fur others 
which may finally be productive of the worst consequences to the European trade with 
China. 

27. So long as the requisitions with Government wore of a nature that tiki not involve 
in these consequences serious injury to tfie Honourable Company’s interests, we should 
have considered it our duty to adhere implicitly to Uie Honourable C^ourt’s Orders of the 
8th May 1818; but tlie present demands arc of such an opposite tendency, that we feel 
it imperative upon us to resist them to the utmost of our ability. 

28. We accordingly drew up a temperate remonstrance against such a serious inno¬ 
vation on our trade addressed to the Viceroy and Hoppo, representing to them our 
anxious wish that the Government will not persist in requiring affidavits from the ships of 
the Honourable Company, which he has already acquitted of participating in the Opium 
Trade of this port. 

29. We are concerned to inform your Honourable Committee, that this address has 
not produced any relaxation in the demands of the Viceroy, who desired the Hong 
Merchants to inform us that he could make no distinction between the Company’s ships 
iuid those of other foreigners; and that if we could not comply witli the regulation 
respecting affidavits, the two ships now at Whampoa could not remain there. 

Having only received this reply from the Viceroy yesterday, it is impossible fur 
us, in the present state of this question, to conjecture how it may be terminated; but 
we hope to be able to convey to your Honourable Committee some more definitive infor¬ 
mation upon the subject by the sliip-s composing the next despatch. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELEt;T C’OMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of theCourt of Directors, dated 19th March 1822. 

Par. 1. In our last address, dated 11th instant, we stated to your Honourable Com¬ 
mittee that his Excellency the Viceroy, in reply to the temperate remonstrance we had 
addressed to him on the subject of his demand for Opium Bonds from the Honourable 
Company’s ships Scaleby Castle and Vansittart, had informed us generally that lie could 
‘ make 
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make no distinction between the Company’s ships and those of other foreigners, and iliat 
tiic proposetl affidavits would be requisite before those ships could be permitted Id 
unload. 

2. Some of tile observations contained in the reply of the Viceroy affording us an op¬ 
portunity of again addressing him, we once more had recourse to this measure ; and in a 
letter which we transmitted on the 15th instant, we endeavoured to convince his Excel¬ 
lency of the great unreasonableness of persisting in this requisition from the ships of the 
Honourable Company, who during their long intercourse with China had never evaded 
the regular duties of the' port, and with respect to Opium, had not only invariably pro- 
iindgatod the Imperial Edicts prohibiting its importation, but also had imposed the 
strictest penalties do such persons, under their immediate control, who might be detected 
attcmjiting its i.droduction, 

3. VVe are now liappy to inform your Honourable Committee that the Viceroy, since 
the receipt of tliis last coinniunication, has been induced to reconsider and dispense witli 
the requisit^n for Opium Ihmds from the Scaleby Castle and Vansittart, and we are 
assunsl by the Merchants that after certain forms of office are complied with, these sliips 
will bo permitted to discharge their cargoes and receive their teas without further im¬ 
pediments. 


CllJ.SA i'AlU.Ks. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 27th July 1828. 

Par. 18. We have the honour to enclose to your Honourable Court three edicts* 
received fron> the different officers of the Canton Government, on the subject of the ships 
remaining on the coast laden witli opium, and our reply thereto. We were desirous to 
avoid the slightest implication on the part of the Honourable Company, and at the same 
time not to oppose unnecessary impediments to the trade. The arguments we have 
tjiken up, although specious, cannot be maintained, should the Viceroy place any 
obstacles to our commercial transactions dependent upon the departure of the vessels in 
question. 

19. In the margin we have noted the numlwr and names of the British vessels, f and 
we are in hopes tlm government wrill continue for some time silent and inoffensive. In 

•April 


• Noi. 1 to 


t Driti«li Ships: • 


YalcttA.Bengal. 

Eugenia .Do. 

Herope.Do. 

Ssinantng.Bombay. 

Brig Jameaiiui.Do- 


Foreign Brigs : 

1 American. 

2 Spanish. 

1 Portuguese. 
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April last, however, the Viceroy resorted to the usual measure of exacting the re- 
spoosfbitity of the trade, by preventing the departure of the Pascoa (the only British 
vessel then ut Whaniptia) until the opium vessels departed from their places of resort 
on the coast; and should he in the present season adopt a similar line of conduct in 
regard to the Honourable Company’s ships, and our remonstrances prove of no effect, 
in obedience to the orders of your Honourable Court to that purport, we must require 
llie departure of those vessels so long as they afford any impediment to the commercial 
proceedings of the Honourable Company. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COM MI'TrEE 
at Canton t J the Court of Directors, dated 6th February 1824. 

Par. 81. We have at different periods entered upon our Public Consultations, the 
several edicts that have been issued by the Canton Government for the expulsion of the 
opium ships from the coast of China. The only instance in which they have lately acted 
up to their declaration, was in the month of May last, when a country ship at Wham¬ 
poa w’as precluded from trading until the departure of the only British ship then engaged 
in that commerce from the coast. 

82. Our representations to the local government at that period, and previously, of our 
inability to compel ships to depart from the coast that had not reported themselves, or 
even entered the port, was attended with the result that in the edicts that were issued on 
the subject, the omission of our names was for some time noticed, until a recent address 
was received from the Hoppo, in which it was distinctly stated that the commerce of 
the Honourable Company would he considered implicated in any accidents that might 
arise in the prosecution of the traffic in opium on board of ships bearing the English flag; 
and that the representatives of other nations would be held responsible in a similar 
manner for accidents occurring amongst the opium ships bearing their respective 
flags. 

83. We considered it a proper precautionary measure to address the Bengal Govern^- 
ment with all the information we could collect upon the subject, and at the same time to 
inform them of the injunctions of your Honourable Court that we should on no account 
permit the opium trade to interfere with the regular process of our commercial trans¬ 
actions ; but that in the event of such a circumstance arising, we should be necessitated 
to exert our influence and power to demand the departure of the ships thus employed, 
should such an object be made necessary previous to the removal of any obstacles the Chi¬ 
nese Government might oppose to the commerce of the Honourable Company. 

84. We are, however, induced tp hope that the distinction is now understood, or 
rather that it suits the views of the local government to impede the commerce of the 
country ships, when it is desired to act up to their edicts on the subject, in preference 
to rendering the Honourable Company responsible in circumstances where they have 
neither immediate interest nor control. 


CoURBSrONDENCK 
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CORRESPONDENCE relating to the RESIDENCE of EUROPEAN FEMALES 
in the Company’s Factory at Canton, and the Restriction against using Chinese 
Chair-bearers. 

Public Departnjent, 23d October 1830, paragraphs 9 a’ 18. 


Ditto ... ditto ... 15ih Nov. 57 a’61. 

Ditto ... ditto ... 15th Dec. 9 a’ 13. 

Ditto ... ditto ... 1st January 1831 . 9 & 10. 

Ditto ... ditto ... 11th February . 6. 
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For these paragraphs, see the Letters adverted to, presented to the Select Committee 
the 12th July 1831, pp. 440 to 445 of this Appendix. 


CORRiiSPONDENCE relating to the DEATH of Mr. MACKENZIE. 
Public Department, 23d October 1830, paragraphs 4 a’ 8, 14, 15 and 18. 

For these pan-igraphs, see the Letter adverted to, presented to the Select Committee 
the 12th July 1831, pp. 467, 441, 442 of this Appendix. 


Dealli of 
Mr. IMnckcnzic. 
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RETURN to uii Order of the Select Committee of the Honourable House of Commons on the 
Affairs of the East-India Company, dated 1st July 1831 ;—requiring 

A Copv of the CoiiiiEsvoNOENCE between the Chinese Government, the Chief of the English 
Factory of Canton, and the Court of Directors, respecting any alleged Breach of the Laws of 
China, subsequent to the Departhre of Mr. Plowden and the Succession of Mr. Baynes ; stating 
the grounds of difference between the Chief and the China Government, and tlie Proceedings 
thereon ; also, such Official Papers ns relate to the Death of Mr. Mackenzie at Canton, and 
Proceedings thereon, up to the late.st period. 


(A.) —Papeks relating to the allegetl Breach of the Laws of China. 


lOxtract Chinn Consultations ; dated respectively, 
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(B.) —Papers relating to the Death of Mr. Mackenzie at Canton. 
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RETURN to an Order 'of the Select Committee of the Honourable House of Commons on the 
Affiiirs of the East-India Company, dated Ist July 18S1 requiring, 

C'opiBs of any OaoERs given bjr the Chief or Committee of the English Factory to the Com¬ 
manders of the Company’s Ships, respecting the bringing up of an Armed Force to Canton, 
and regarding the using Force to proceed up or down the River, and the Answers thereto ; 
and also such Orders for sailing from Whampoa as may have been issued to the Company’s 
Sliips without taking out a Port Clearance, or Grand Chop. 


(C.)—Papers relating to an Armed Force for the Protection of the Company’s 

Factory at Canton. 

Extracts China Consultations; dated respectively, 

PHRC 1 Pas, 

‘JOth October 1830 ... ... ... ... 469 Sdth October 1830 ... ... ... ... 469 

tJlst October 18.30 ... ... ... ... ii. I 1st November 1830 ... ... ... 470 


riJ.)—P apers relating to Orders for Ships moving down the River to return the Firo 

of the F'orts, &c. of the Chinese. 


Extracts Chinn Consultations ; dated respectively. 

Puna 

16lh November 1830 ... ... ... 47^ 

JHth November 1830 ... ... ... 473 


I*aR»- 

19th November 18.30 ... ... ... 473 


IIETURN to an Order of the Select Committee of the Honourable House of Commons on tin, 
Affairs of the East-lndia Company, dated 8th July 1831 ;—requiring. 

Extracts of so much of the Letters in their Public and Secret Departments of the Select 
Committee of Supracargoes at Canton, to the Court of Directors of the East-India Company, 
as relates to Communications which have taken place between them anti the Chinese J,ocal 
Authorities, whether Mandarins or Hong Merchants, relative to the Redress of Grievances, or 
the Acquisition or Assertion of Privileges, since the 1st January' 1810, and down to the latest 
period to which the same may be procurable. 


(l-^ )—Papers relating to the Redress of CIrievances, or the AcijuisrrioN or Asseij- 

TION of PniVIl.EOES. 

(1.)—Debts due by the Bankrupt Merchants Gnewkn and Ponqua: 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court ol 
Directors ; dated respectively, 

24th October 1810 ... ... ... ... 474 I 21st March 1811 ... ... ... ... 47.'> 

28th November 1810 ... ... ... i6. | 10th January 1812 ... ... ... ... i/t. 

(2.)—Heavy Burthens on the Trade : 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court ol 
Directors; dated respectively, 

2((th February 1810 ... ... ... ... 476 | 21st March 1811 ... ... ... ... 476 

(3.)—Company’s Ships detained in consequence of a Chinese being killed by an English Seaman : 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors ; dated respectively, 

Pnee I’asi 

28th February 1810 ... ... ... ... 477 I 31st January 1811 ... ... ... ... 479 

Ist March 1810 ... ... ... ... 470 | 10th January 1812 ... ... ... ... 480 
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(4.)—Company’s Ships detained in consequence of the Hong Merchant^ refusing to satisfy 
extortionate Demands of the Hoppo: 

Extract Letters in the Public Dcpartuient, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated respectively, 

Slst January 1811 .482 

10th February 1811 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 48.‘1 

(5.)—Trade of the Season delayed in consequence of the Viceroy directing that Mr. Roberts, 
one of the Select Committee of Supracargoes, should leave Canton : 

Secret Department;—Extract Letter from J. F. Elphiiistone, Esq. to the Hon. the Chairman of 
theEast'lndia Company; dated Canton, 23(i December 1813 ... ... ... ... ... 485 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 22d February J814 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 480 

Extract Letter from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret Committee - of the Court of 
Directors; dated 22d February 1814 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 4S7 

(6.)—First Lieutenant of His Majesty’s Ship Indefatigable attacked while on Shore, and 
severely ill-trcated by the Chinese: 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Honourable 
Court of Directors; dated 10th Jantiary 1812 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... td. 

(7.)—Respecting the embaiTassed Circumstances of some of the Hong Merchants: 

Extract Letters in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors ; dated respectively, 

3d March 1813 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 488 

.list hlarcli 181.1 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Extract Letter in the Pul>lic Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 23d February 1814 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 489 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 16th January 1813 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 4.91 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee ot Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 16th January 181.5 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 492 

Extract Jjetter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 11th March 181.5 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ib. 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated respectively, 

12th March 1815 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 493 

“* 9th April 1815 . .494 

Extract I^cttcr in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 9th April 181.5 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...^ ib. 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 30th April 181.5 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 495 

Extract i.etter in the Public Ilcpurtment, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 13tli October 1815 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 4f (i 

Extract Jjetter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 3d December 1815 ... ... ... _ ... ... .. ... ... ib. 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 13fh .Taiuiary 1816 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 487 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 23d February 1816 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 498 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, frpm the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 28th January 1831 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ib 

(8.)—Attempt of the Chinese to cstublish a Cohong: 

Extract Letter in the Public. Department, from the Sclcrt Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 32d February 1814 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 49!) 

Extract Letter from the Select Committee at Canton to tlic Secret Committee of tlic Court of 
Directors; dated 32d February 1814 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .5(10 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the President of the Select Committee at Canton 
to the Chairman of the Court of Directors; dated 23d February 1816 ... ... ... ib. 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Coniniittcc at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 11th March 1815 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .504 

Extract licttcr in tlic Public Department, from the Select Committee of Supracargoes nt f'anlon 
to the Court of Directors; dated 36th March 1817 ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ^'>05 
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Extract Letter in the Secret department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated Iwth March 1885 .SO.'i 

Extract Letter in the Separate Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors: dated S8th January 1830 . 500 

(9.)—Embassy under Lord Amherst: 

Extract ^tters in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Macao to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors ; dated respectively, 

8th June 1818 ... •». ••• ... «•* •«. •*« ••• 508 

7th July 1818 ... ••• ... ••• |6. 

(10.)—Combinations of the Tea Merchants in China; 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 10th December 1819 .511 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors; dated 10th January 18^0 ... ... ... ... 61S? 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated respectively, 

11th .Taiiuary 1880 .514 

29th January 1820 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .515 

(11.)—Frauds, &'C. respecting Contract Teas: 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret 
Committee of the ('ourt of Directors ; dated Jhh February 1828 ... ... ... ... ib. 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors ; dated respectively, 

15th March 1828 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... •... ... 5HJ 

21)th November 1828 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 617 

(12.)—Charges on the Foreign Trade : 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 30th November 1818 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ib. 

(13.)—Discussions with the Government of Canton, Season 1814-15; 

Letter in the Secret Dcnarlment, from the Select Committee of Supracargoes at Canton to the 
Secret Committee of the Court of Directors ; dated 1st October 1814 ... ... ... 518 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee of Supracargoes at Canton 
to the Court of Directors; dated 4th December 1814 ... ... ... ... ... ... .521 

Letter from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors; 

dated 4th December 1814 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ib. 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 24th December 1814 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 5-4 

Extract Letters in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee of Supracargoes at Canton 
to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors; dated respectively, 

18th .Taiiuary 1815 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 528 

btli February 1815 ... ... ... ... ••• ... ... ... ... 528 

(14.)—Respecting the Company’s Ship General Hewitt; 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 4th Nov. 1816 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .530 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 8th Nov. 1816 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 531 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors; dated 4tli Dec. 1816 ... ... ... ... ... 635 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 19th December 1816 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 537 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 19tb December 1816 ... . ... ... ... ... ... ... 538 

(15.)—Respecting His Majesty’s Ship Alceste : 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 8th November 1816 ... ' ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 539 

Letter from Sir Theophilus T.Metcalfc, Bart., President of the Select Committee of Supracargoes at 
Canton, to Thomas Reid, Esq., Chairmu) of the Court of Directors; dated Canton, 16lh No¬ 
vember 1816 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... t5. 




LIST OF PAPERS: 


405 


Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret Com* 
mitteo of the Court of Directors ; dated 4th December 1816 .641 

(16.)—Discussions with the Government of Canton, Season 1817-18: 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee of Siipracnrgoes at Canton 
to the Court of Directors; dated 8th December 1817 . .643 

(17.)—Discussions with the Government of Canton, Season 1820-21 :—>ChineBe killed by an 
Officer of the Company's Ship London: 

l,etter from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors; 

dated 7th December 1820 ••• eea ••• ••• ••• a«« S44 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 29th December 1820 ... ... ... ... ... .... ... ... 647 


(18.)—Company’s Trade stopped by the Canton Government, in consequence of some Chi¬ 
nese being killed by part or the Crew of His Majesty’s Ship Topaze ; 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors ; dated respectively, 

2d .fanuary 1822 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 648 

6tb January 1822 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 649 

16th January 1822 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .560 

30th January 1822 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .562 

7th February 1822 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 666 

23d Pehruary 1822 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... o6h 

10th April 1822 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 668 

18th ^Vpril 1822 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Letter in the Public Department, from Secretary W. H. C. Plowden to Ju>cpli Dart, Esq., Secre¬ 
tary, &c., Eust-India House; dated 7th May 1822 ... ... ... ... ... ... 6.59 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Coiiiiiiitteu at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated respectively, 

30th hlay 1822 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

16th July 1822 ... ... ... ... .., ... ... ... ... ... ... 660 

27th iVlarcli 1823 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 661 

Letter in the Public Department, from Secretary J. N. Danieil •■> .Toseph Dart, Esq., Secretary, 
East-India House; dated 9th October 1823 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 502 

Extract Letter to the Secret Commercial Committee of the Court of Directors from the Select Com¬ 
mittee at Canton; dated 20th November 1822 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 563 

Extract Letter in tiie Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 16th November 1826 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 504 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee .it Canton to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors ; dated 5th March 1827 •» ... ... •>. 666 


(19.)—Respecting an attempt of some Chinese to extort Money : 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated rcspCcdvely, 

l2th January 1823 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ohh 

31st January 1823 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . by 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
l^rectors; dated Idth 54arch 1826 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

(20.) —Respecting the Conduct of the Chinese Custom-house People at Macao : 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at (Canton to the Court of 
Directors: dated 16th November 1827 • •• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 568 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of , 
Directors; dated 18th November 1828 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .<5. 

Extract Letter in the Separate Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 28th December 1830 ••• ••• ... 569 

(*1.)—Respecting the Right of the Supracargoes to address the Officers of tlitf' Canton 

Government; 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 17th November 1826 ... ... ... ... ... . 670 
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Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated loth November 1827 . ••• aar aaa ... 670 

(22.)—Respecting the Use of, and Charges for, Boats between Canton and Macao: 

Extract Letters in the Public Dep^naent, from the Select Committed at Om^tcm to the Court of 
Directors; dated respectlvdyt 

17th November 1826 aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa ... .171 

10th March 1826 aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa ... iO. 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Cmiton to the Court of 
Directors ; dated 16th November 1827 «•> aaa aaa aaa aaa ... 572 

(23.)*—Respecting an Attack on Captain Walker in Canton ; 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Sdect Committee at Chinton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 8th December 1826 aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa ... ib. 

(24.)—Respecting the Hoppo charging the Supracargoes with Contraband Practices: 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 10th October 1827 ... ... ... ••• ••• .*• ... ... ib. 

(26.)—Respecting the accidental Death of a Chinese on board a Country Ship : 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated respectively, 

80th l^Jovemhe^ 1827 ... ... *** *** *** *** *** *** *** **. 6y.t 

3d Dccen)ber 1827 ... **. *** *** *** *** *** .** o7^ 

12th December 1827 aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa ... 57.1 

(26.)—Respecting the Infringement of certain Privileges : 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated l8th November 1828 aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa ib. 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 18th November 1828 aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa ... 577 

(27.)—Respecting the State of the Foreign Trade with Canton, and the Establishment of 
additional Hong Merchants: 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 28th January 1830 aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aa* ... 578 

Extract Letter (Secret and Confidential) from the Select Committee at Canton to the Chairman of 
the Court of Directors; dated 31st January 1830 aaa aa# aaa aaa aaa aaa ... 583 
Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors ; dated 10th February 1830 • •a aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa ... ib. 

Extract Letters in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated respectively, 

23d February 1830 aaa aaa aaa 4aa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa ••• 584 

2d March 1830 •aa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa ... 5^7 

30th March 1830 aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa ... 5bS> 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Coounittee at Canton to the Court ut 
Directors; dated respectively, 

18th September 1830 ... •aa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa 500 

28th Januaiy 1831 aaa vaa aaa aaa aaa aee aa* aaa aea eaa id, 

11th February 1632 aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa ... ib. 

(28.)—Respecting the Trade in Opium : 

Extract Letters in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors; dated respectively, 

21st November 1821 aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa ... 501 

11th March 1822 aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa 503 

19th March 1822 aaa aaa aaa aaa a«a aaa aaa '***, *** *** 504 

Extract Letter in the Public Dmmrtment, fi'om the Select Committee at Cantmi to the Court of 

Directors; dmed 27th July 1823 a«a aaa aaa aaa aaa " aaa aa* aaa aa* 585 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Sdect Conmittee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors ; dated 0th February 1824 ••• **0 aaa aaa aaa aaa aaa ... 506 
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Where p. is prefixed to the figure*, reference is to the paging generally; where p. and par., to the 

page and number of the paragraph therein. 


A. 


AccidentJL Death. See Death. 


Addressing' the ('anion Government. See City Gates. Right of Addressing. 

Advances mndehy the Company to tlie Hongs, p. 491, par. 175-177-Interest, p. 491, 

par. 17 . 5 . 

Affidavit i A ttestation of, bj’ making a coloured impression of the deponent s hand, 
p. 574 , par. 20. 


Ajeu, Linguist; seized by Chinese government for carrying a portrait of the Prince 

Regent to Pekin, p. 521, par. 2-Justified on other grounds, p. 522, par. 9-^I’.xcr- 

tions madn in his behalf, p. ,525,526, par. 7-9-Oppressive conduct towards lnm> 

p. .528, par. 16-18-Severity relaxed, p. .528, par. 19-Banished, p. 528, par. 30; 

p, .529, par. G-His only oftenee was his connection with the FJnglish, p. par. 31 


-Suspected of being a Christian, and cenipelled to abjure, p. 529, par. 9. 


Alceste, His Majesty’s ship; (15.) Paper (E.), p. 539. 

* Arrival; Mandarins go on board ; Captain Maxwell requests to enter the Bogue ; a 
reply from the Viceroy promised ; waits six days ; provisions become scarce ; watched by 
armed boats ; proceeds to Chumpee, p. 539.——Ordered to anchor, and fired at; 
returned with blank as a salute ; shots fired from the fort.; proceeds within the Bogue; 
cannonade from the forts, returns a broadside, which silenced them; proceeds to 

Canton ; Chinese authorities pretend ignorance of orders for firing, p. 540-^^Imperial 

notification that the Alceste was specially allowed to enter the Bogue, p. 541, par. L 

-Letter from Captain Maxwell to the Viceroy ; but the Chinese affect to ctmsider 

it from the Committee, p. 542, par. 3——Answer returned to the President, implying 
obedience to the Viceroy’s orders; receiving of it Refused by the Committee, p. 542, 
par. 4——Pretend that the officers of the forts acted without orders, p. 542, par. 5. 
■ ■■ — Informed that a captain of His Majesty’s ship could not receive a letter addressed 
to merchants, p. 54J, par. 6—No opposition to the Lyra brig, 543. 

Americans. Endeavour Jto embrofl the Committee in disputes with^the Chinese (^vern- 
ment; Hong merchant Pinqua interested in tlieir prize ships, p 519, par. 3-Discus¬ 

sions respecting the prize Mip Arabella, p. 519, par. 5—-—Persons interested in tpeir 
trade influence the conduct of government, p. 525, p. 5. 
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INDEX. 

“ " American Merchants, combine to reduce tfao appreciation of the tea market, p. 500, 

AME— BA\ . par. 10. 

Amherst, Lord. Sec Embassy. 

Armf.d Force -used for the Protection of the Factory at Canton; Paper (C.), 
p. 460-471. 

A Mard of 100 men placed in the Factory, p. 469-Orders for their conduct, 

p. 470—Thanks to Captain luues. Captain mylis, and the Commanders of the 
Company’s ships, p. 470, 471. 

Armed Force. Threats of Viceroy to send soldiers to the Factory to expel female resi¬ 
dents, p. 413-Committee’s remarks, p. 414——Representation to the Viceroy on 

the subject, p.420-Resistance by the Committee ridiculed by the Chinese, p.422- 

The guns brought up to the Factory for its protection removed, on assurances of secu¬ 
rity by the Chinese Government, p. 426——Introduced into the Factory for its protec¬ 
tion by Mr. Baynes, in discharge of his duty, p. 435; p. 442, par. 16.—See Females 
Resident at Canton. 

Astell, Mr. His using a sedan-chair made the occasion of issuing a prohibition against, 
p. 409, 412-Although of nmk in England, considered by Chinese as only a mer¬ 

chant at Canton, p. 418. 

Attendants, Native. Not permitted, \n edict of Government, to be about European 
Factories, p. 519, par. 8——As more Europeans must be employed, n ould tend to riots, 

p. 519,520, par. 9, 10-If attended to, would prevent the course of business, p. 520, 

par. 11, 12-An old question revived, p. .526, par. 12—-Mitigated, p. 527, par. 1.3 

-Ill-treated by the Government to annoy the Company’s trade, p. 530, par. 2 

—.'rhrcatened to be seixed, p. 536, par. 9. 

Austin, Captain. Some men belonging to his ship accused of causing the death of a 
Chinese, but without any reason, p. 477, par. 3—No proof produced, p. 477, par. 5 
-^His conduct commended, p. 478, par. 11—Engages to prosecute the investiga¬ 
tion, p. 479 , par. 2. 


B. 

Bankrupt Merchants Gneh'QUA and Ponqua ; (1.) Paper, (E.), p. 474, 475. 

Liquidation of debts prevented by the Viceroy, p. 474, par 13—Prejudice to the 
tea trade, pi 474,,par. 15——Unreasonable terms of settlement offered by the Chinese, 
p. 474 , par. 3 -t—O bjected to, p. 475, par. 90—Accounts adjusted, p. 475, par. 230. 

Bannerman, Mr.; His services in delivering an address at the City Gates of Canton; 
advantage fVom his knowledge of the language, p. 533, par. 12. 

Baylis, Captain; His conduct in preparing the defence of the Factory at Canton 
approved, p. 470. 

Basel, Mr. Van, Netherlands' Consul; investigates the circumstances attendiug Mr. 
Mackenzie’s death, p. 448.450. 

Baynes, Mr., President ofithe Faetory at Canton. Discussion with'him oh prohibition of 
European females residing at Canton, p. 411 to 432—Accused by the Chinese Go¬ 
vernment rtf falsely tilling the Chair ; and of causing females to reside at the Factoiw, 

p. 432-437-Of improperly arming the Factory, ib. -Properly succeeded Mr. 

Hlowden, p. 494 — ■Armed the Factory in proper exercise of his duty, p. 435-Mr. 
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Baynes invited to reside at Canton by Howoua, p. 441, par. 1 2 i '■ " - T hreatened with 

punishment by tlie Chinese authorities, p. 433-Abused by them, and accused of 

misconduct, p. 439.—See Fetnales Resident at Canton. 

Boats jtassing_ the. Bogue ; License required for employing, may become an excuse for 
extortion, p. 527, par. 14. 

Boats. See Charges for Boats between Canton and Macao. 

Bonds required from the ships, on security against illicit trade in opium, p. 592, par. 40 
■ - Would be productive of serious evil if enforced towards the Comijany’s ships, 
p. 593,594, par. 23-2G———Relinquished, p. 59.5, par, 3 

Bovet, Mr.; His conduct in the affair of Mr. Mackenzie,p. 443,par. 14; p. 447. 449, 
459; p..467, par. 5. 

Business of the Company, Its allotment between the Hongs, p. 489, par. 11, 12; p. 494, 
par. 5 — --Complaint of its inequality, p. .500, par. 5. 

Button; A made of the Hong privilege, p, 591, par. 36. 


C. 


Cameron, Captain ; p. 566, par. 3-4. 

Cangue, the, placed on. the neck, a slight punishment at Canton, p. 567, par. 54. 

Chair-bearer. See Sedan-Chairs. 

CujROEs FOR Boats between Canton and Macao ; (22.) Paper (E.) p. 571. 

Abuses favoured by the Hong merchants remedied by the Viceroy, p. 571, par. 119 

-The Hongs required to state the legal demands, p. 571, par. 16——But still 

encourage illegal fees, p. 572, par. 52. 

China, Laws of. Alleged breach of, by the residence of females at Canton, p. 407 to 446 

-^By the use of sedan-chairs, p. 407 to 446.-See Femtdes Resident at Canton. 

Sedan-Chairs. 

Will not allow plea of self-defence in case of death of natives by foreigners, p. 555, 

par, 9; p. 556, par. 3; p. 560, par. 4; p. 560-561, par. 6, 10.-^e Death of 

‘Natives by Foreigners. 

Chinese Characters and Language. Addresses written in, to the Government, refused 
to be received, p. 520, par. 14; p. 525, par. 6——Admitted, p. 526j par. 11— 

understanding in consequence of the wrong use of a character, p. 531, par. 5-Evils if 

dependent on Chinese translations, p. .538, par 5——Necessity of a perfect knowledge 
of the Chinese language, p. 538, par. 2 - ■The privilege of communicating in, with 

the Governnient, threatened to be withdra%vii, p. 573, par. 25.-See Right of 

Addressing the Canton Government. 

CutNBSB Government. Prohibit the residence of females at Canton, p. 407 to ■446— 
Forbid the use of sedan-chairs, p. 407 to ^6—Demand of three Parsees crimmally 

accused, p. 414-^Threatens the mtroductiou of an armed force into the Factory, p. 414 

—Justifies the practice of aiiswering addre^es by posting them on the walls of the 

Factory,p, 417-Promises not to molest the Factoi7',p.422-^Ridicules resistance t<* 

the ann^ force diey[threaten to send, p. 422-Gives relief to a shipwrecked vessel, 

p. 422—Threatens to stop the trade, p, 422-Gives assurances of security to the 

Factory, since they have become penitent, p. 425—Orders the guns to be removed 
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— from the Factory, p. 426 - Laws complained of made out of kindness to 

CHINESE. foreigners; professes indifference to commerce ; hints at conciliation, p. 428-4!30—— 

Defends the practice of posting up answers against the walls, p. 427~-—Artful 
representations made to the Government by Uieir officers; plausible without truth, 
p. 428 Plausible colouring given to the threats of sending an armed force to the 

Factory, p. 429-Forbids the residence of Mr. Whiteman’s and Mr. Thornhill’s 

wives at Canton, p. 431-432-Asserts that Mr. Baynes falsely filled the President’s 

ciiair, p. 433——And armed the Factory from being frightened, p. 433—Its forbear¬ 
ance in not inflicting awful punishments as for rebellion, p. 443——In not punishing 
all for the offence of an individual, Baynes, p. 436—Threatens to detain Mr. 
Baynes to be punished for his crimes, p. 433—Injoins the Committee to prevent 
merchants from bringuig females to Canton, p. 43G—Leaves a discretionary power 
to the officers of Government in enforcing the prohibitions of female residence, and 

using chairs, but with good management, and without loss of dignity, p. 438-Its 

disregard for truth in the statements of public documents, p. 438--—Pretends an 
excuse for the arming the Factory, p. 438—-—Asserts that, on repentance, Baynes dis¬ 
armed the Factory and sent the women away, p. 438—Abuses Mr. Baynes, and 
asserts his removal for mismanagement, p. 439—Insists on obedience to Tvohibitions, 
on peril of being expelled,p. 439-440—.Malignant temper shown by, p. 440, par. 9— 
Influenced by tlie fear of suspension of trade, p. 442, par. 18—Promises not to 

molest English resident ladies, p. 443, par. 58,61-^I’heir conduct in that business 

an experiment how far the Company will yield, p. 444, par. 10, 11-^Its concilia¬ 

tory disposition induced by the rebellion in Tartary, p. 444, par. 13—Unfavourable 
proceedings instigated by suggestions of the Hong, from jealous feelings,p. 445, par. 9 

-Did not consider the question of importance, p. 445, par. 9-10.—See Armed 

Force. Fenudes Resident at Canton. Sedan-Chairs. 

Directs the Hong merchants to make enquiry about the death of Mr. Mackenzie, 
p. 451-455——Claims jurisdiction of the affair, p. 4.52, 460-465—States instances of 
its exercise, p.453-454, 460-46.5—Officers of tne Government take corrupt advantage 
of such disturbances, p. 4.56—Executes a man given up by the French Consul, with¬ 
out trial, or allowance for accident; evils might more frequently arise,, but money 

exacted for connivance, p. 457-Proposal to have accused tried by the English, 

under tlieir superintendence, p. 466—Change in the mode of designating the Presi¬ 
dent, p. 465-Demands for giving up the accused frequently repeated, but the usual 

routine of business not aff’ected, p. 467, par. 8.——See Mackenzie. 

Interference to prevent the liquidation of Gnewqua’s and Ponqua’s debts, p. 474, 
par. 13.—.See Bankrupt Merchants. 

.Slights the representations made by the Committee as to the burtheas on trade, 
p. 476, par. 188; ,p. 476, par, 91; p.477,mr. 121, 122.-See Trade, Burthens on. 

Detention of sliips in consequence of a Chinese being killed by an English seaman, 

p. 477, par. 1-Allows the ships to sail on promise to prosecute the inquiry, p. 479, 

par. 2-Demand for delivering up the man resumed in the following year, p. 479, 

par. 298, 299.-See Detention of Ships. 

Orders Mr. Roberts to quit Canton, p. 485, par 5—On suspension of trade by 
the Committee, retracted, p. 486, par. 8; p. 486, par. 138.-—See Srtspension of 
Trade. 

Readily redresses a complaint of ill-treqtment of the First Lieutenant of His Ma- 
jes^’s ship Indefatigable, p. 488, par. 299.-See Indefatigable. 

Conduct in respect to the embarrassed Hongs, p. 490, par. 172——Does not protect 

trade,!}. 493, par. 16-Inclined to remove me Junior Hongs in debt, p. 498, par. 38 

-Unfavourable disposition towards them, p. 496, par. 12, 13--.Becomes more 

favourable, p. 496, par. 25, 7; p. 497, par 147, 148; p. 498, par. 11-.- See Hong 

Merchants. 
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Establishment of a Cohong- favoured by the Government, p. 500-501, par. 2, 3, ^ - —77 

Superior officers open to imposition from their ignorance of foreign trade, p. 501, CHI.XESE 

pur. 0 -Feels the evils of suspension of trade, p. 502, par. 13—-—No other way of 

influencing its conduct, p. 503, par 14-Object in promoting the Cohong system, 

p. 506, par. 7-Policyto tlestroy oomi)etition, p. .5()7, par. 11.-See Cohong. 

Local government of Canton object to Sir Gckj. Staunton accompanying Lord Anv 
herst’s embassy, p. 509, par. 5—:—Supposed reasons, p. 510, par. 7--See Em¬ 

bassy. 

Denounces punishment of combinations by tea-merchants, p. 515, par. 6 . — -See 
Tea Merchants. 

Issues an edict for punishing frauds in tea contracts, p. .517, par. 57.— ■ See Tea 
Contracts. 

Demand of a gift on the Emperor attaining his 60th year, p. 517, par. 16—20.- 

See Foreign Trade. 

Conduct respecting His Majesty’s “ships at Chumpee, p. 518, par. J, 2—Respect- 
itig His -Majesty’s ship Doris taking possession of an American prize, p. 519, par. 6 , 7 

-Prohibits the employment of natives at the Factory, p. .519, par. 8 —10— 

Mitigate.^ its severity, p. 527, par. 13-Refuses to receive addresses in Chinese 

characters, p. .520, par. 14; p. 525, par. 6 ——Admitted, p. 526, par. 11—Awedes 

to adjustment of differences after suspension of trade, p. .522, par. 5, 6-^Unjust 

conduct towards Ajeu, a linguist, p. 521, par. 2; p. ,522, par. 9 ; p. 528. par. 10— IS. 

30, 31 ; p. 529, par. 6 , 9-Breaks off a discussion with Sir Geo. Staunton for adjust¬ 

ing differences, p. 522, par. 1 (^—Afterwards renews them, and accedes to terms, 
p. 523, par. 12——Conduct influenced by persons interested in American prizes, p. 525, 

f ar. 5 - Speciousness in their manner of discussing complaints, p. 526, par. 8 —— 

mputes treasonable contliict to the Committee, p. .526, par. 9-Justice of tribunals 

not to be relied on, p. ,528, par. 16-Nor on the veracity of their officers, p. .528, 

par. 31-Venality of courts of justice, p. 529, par. 7—Inimical feelings of the 

officers of Government, p. 530, par. 10.-Sec Discussions with Canton Govern¬ 

ment in 1814-1.5. 

Seizure and ill-usage of a compradore, p. 530, par. 1 ; p. 5.34, par. 13, 14; p. 535. 
par. 8 —Detains the ship General Hewitt, conveying presents connected with Lord 

Amlierst’s embassy, p. .531, par. 3-Refuses to receive addresses of explanation, 

p. .532, par. 6 ,9—Allowed to load, if room is kept for the returned presents, p. .535, 
par. 22; p. .536, par. 10 ——Threatens to seize persons in Committee’s employ, p. 536, 
par. 9.-See General Hewitt Ship. 

Hostile proceedings towards His Majesty’s ship A!ce.ste, p. .539, par. 23—Pre¬ 
tends ignorance of proceedings, p. .540; p. 542, par. ,5-Permits the ship to enter the 

Bogue as a special occasion, p. 541, pur. 2-^Method most effectual in hegociatiuiis 

with, is, first to act, and discuss afterwards, p. .541 -Speciousness of its conduct, 

p. .542, par. 3, 4.-See Alceste. 

Punishes the robbery and murder committed on the property and crew of the Wa 
bash American ship, p. 543, par. 62.-See Discussions with the Canton Govern¬ 

ment, 1817-18. 

Demand tlie person who killed a Chinese, p. .54.5, par. 9-Is deceived with ii 

subterfuge of substituting a dead body for him, p. 547, par. 15-23-Suppresses an 

attempt to revive the subject, p. 547> par., 6 , 7.—^—See Disenssions with the Canton 
Gox^emment, 1820-21. 

Proceedings re 8 ^>cting the affray with the inhabitants of Lintin and the crew of 
His Majesty’s ship Topaze, p. 548 —— Holds the Committee answerable for the King’s 

ships, p. 548-549, par. 3, 7; p. 5.59, par. 1 —3; p. 561, par. 11-Suspends Uie trade, 

p. 549, par. 6 -^Demands the delivery up of the accused men, p. 552, par. 2 ; p. 562, 
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par. 2, 3 .— Will not receive Captain Rieharclson’s explanations, p. 552, par. 3—— 

Alarmed by the determination the Factory to remove from Canton, p. 554, par. 14 
——Throiieh the Hone's, surest exjpedieuts, p. 5.54, par. 16; p* 565, par. 6—- 
Disallows pea of self-defence in case of death of Chinese by foreigners, p. 555, par. 9; 
p. .5.56; par. 3 ; p. 559, par. l>—5——Invites the Facto^ to resume trade-, p. .567, 

{ >ar. 12 ; p. 563, par. 8——Renews the demand for delivering up the men in the fol- 
owing year, p. 558, par. 70—73 ; • p. 662, par. 2.—Sfee Suspension of Trade by 
the Chinese, 2. 

Condtict of, in the attempt of Chinese to extort money on pretence of a man’s 
death being caused by the crew of the Balcarras ; ‘offenders but triflingly punidhed, 
p. 567. par. 3, 53, .54.-*—See Extortion. 

Neglects complaint of abuse.s af the Macao custom-house, p. 568, par. 7ft—— 
Ostensibly remove the abuses, but tacitly allow them, p. 568, par. 72-—Represses 

them, p. 569, par. 34.-See Macao Custom-house. 

Fonnally recognizes the exclusive right oftthe Committee to address the Canton 
government, p. .5/0, par. 3.—-Sec Right of Addressing the Canton Government. 

Remedies abuses.in the clpirges for. boats between Canton and Macao, p. 571, 
par. ll*:).—See Charges for Boats, ^ 

Punished persons who assaulted Capt. Walter, and suppress disorderly spirit-shops 
on the complaint by the Committee, p. 572, par. 4.— r— See Walker, Captain. 

Unjustly imputes contraband practices to tlie Conunittee, p. 572, par. 23—Refuses 
to receive remonstrances, and tlireateus to rescind the privilege of communicating in 
the Chinese language, p. 573, par. 25—Retracts insinuations, p. 573, par. 26. —— 
See Contraband Practices. . • . . 

Inquires into the circumstances of the accidental death of a Chinese on hoard the 

Golconda, p. 574 , par. 7—20-Adjusts the afi'air without difficulty, p. 574, par. 21. 

—See Death of a Chinese. 

Threatens to rescind certain privileges, p. 575, par. 41—Disregards represen¬ 
tations, and posts its replies on the Factory walls, p. 575, par. 44—Forbids Euro¬ 
peans to make excursions for pleasure on the river, p. 576, par. 45——^Issues abusive 

proclamations, p. 576, par. 4b-Refuses to receive addresses, p, 577, par. 5‘2—— 

Becomes conciliatory, on addresses being presented at the City Gates, p.‘ 577, par. 52 
—54 ; p. 577 , par. 37.—-See Privileges, Infringement of. 

Makes unfavourable reply to applications respecting the state of foreimi trade, and 

the estublishmeut of additional Hong Merchants, p. 578, par. 3, 4-^Icmorisil to 

the Eraporor returned, p. 581, par. 20, 30, 31———Viceroy gives a conciliatory answer, 

f >. 581, par. 32-^Influenced by presenting address at the City Gates, p. 582, pal. 

ast 3-Demands exorbitant fees for the appointment of new Hongs, p. 583, par. 

first 2-■■■ ; ■■ Accedes to an accommodation, p. 584, par. 2, 3—New Hong ad oed, 

p. 584, par. 6——Accommodates the demand for fees, p. 586, par. 15-^Appoints 

more *new Hongs, p. 587, .jwr. 5 ; p. 588, par. 6—Gives a favourable reception to 
an address for adding more, and acknowl^ge the advantage of so doing, p. 590, par. 
26, 5.—See Mong Merchanis and State of Foreign Trade. 

Takes measures lor suppressing the illicit trade m Opium, p. 591, par. 38, 39; 
p. 592, par, 47—R^uires the Company’s ships to give bonds, p. sfe, par 40; 

p. 593, par. 21,22-Disavows all imputations on the Company’s ships, p. 592, par. 45 

——B ut wiU make no distioctiod between them, and other ships, p, 594, par. 1- 

On reconsideration exempts them, p. 595, p^. 2, 3-Makes the Company’s trade 

re^onsible for privdte ships, p. 5^, par. 81, 82.—See OphirA Trade. 

Influence wHn, purely commerci^, p, 679, par. 15, 16——Affected contempt of 
commerce, p. 427-^—^ireumstaaces stated which show the contrary, p, 502, par 13,14 ; 
p. 527 , par. 13; p. .588, par. 10. 

Chihg-KO; Tlic name of Pun-suy-Ian's Hong, p. 588, par. 8. 
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Christians. Insurrections attributed to them, p. 629, par. 8——Abjuration of Chris¬ 
tianity, by persons suspected of, by trampling on the cross, p. 629, par. 9. 

Chunqua, a bankrupt Hung. Desires to be readmitted to a share in the Company’s busi¬ 
ness, p. 488, par. 10- —Ilis conduct, p. 489, par. 11-Continued by the Conunittec 

ill a share of business from policy, p, 495, par, 8-But no reliance can be placed iu 

him, 49.6, par. 9-Arrangements on behalf of his creditors, p. 4i)8, par. 21,22, 23 

—Endeavours to establish a Cohong, p. 500, par. 5-^Intrigues with the officers of 

Goveniment, p. 501, par. 9 ; p. 504, par. 7——Instigates false charges against Sir 

George Staunton, p. 502, par. 11-Fersoually attacks Sir George Staunton, p. 504, 

par. 9-His endeavours to ruin the Junior Hongs counteracted by Sir George 

Staunton, p. 404, par. 8, 9——Checked by Puaukhequa, p. .50.5, par. 10, I L - Op- 
^osed by Pinqua, p. 506, par. 42—The Cohoi^ system would have increased his 

influence, p. .501, par. 7-Has caused much serious inconvenience to trade, p. 585, 

par. 1 0— ■■ ■ —All commercial dealings withdrawn from his Hong, p. 589, par. 13.—— 
See Cohong. Hang Merchants. 

City Gates of Canton. Address to the Viceroy delivered at, p. 411—Remonstrance 
against extortionate demands of the Hoppo so delivered, p. 484, par. 9—Sensation 

produced, p. 484, par. 11-Several addresses so delivered in 1814, p. 521, par. 8- 

Address respecting the ship General Hewitt so delivered, p. 533, par. 11—Repre¬ 
sentation of abuses in charges for boats presented, p. 571, par. 119-Remon¬ 

strance on several grievances, after being unattended to by the local officers, presented 
at the City Gates, and procure redress, p. 577, par. .52—.54; p. 577, par. 37; p. 580, 
par. 20— — Good effects produced from presenting address on the state of Foreign 
Trade and additional Hongs, p. 583, par. last 3. 


Clavetl, Captain of His Maicsty’s ship Orlando. Assists in forwarding the instructions 
relative to Lord Amherst’s Embassy, p. 508, par. 6——AccMnpaniea Sir T. Metcalfe 
to Canton with Lord Buckinghamshire’s letter to the. Viceroy, p. 509, par. 2——In¬ 
convenience, from his name being included in a bond, to stay for an answer, p. 509, 
par. 4. 

Clock-work and Mechanism, called by the Chinese S^g-songs, p. 483, par. 290. 

CoHONO, attempted to be established by the Chinese ; (8.) Paper (E.) p. 499. 

Endeavours to counteract it, p. 499, par. 27.5, 276—Professed obje6t, p. 4^9, par. 
,276,277; P- 500, par. 23.—Affix prices on goods, p. 500. par. 24——Would be detrimen¬ 
tal to the Company *8 trade, p.499,par.278——False statements made to procure the Im¬ 
perial sanction, p. 500, par. 2—6——Complaint of the' unequal distribution of the Com- 
mny’s business, p. 500, par. .5—^ whom the Cohong contrived, p. 501, par. 5,6—— 
Circumstances aiding the plan, p. 501, par. 7, 8—Ignorance of nusiness dispose the 
Chinese officers to be biassed by intrigues, p. 501, par. 9—-Ruin of the Junior Mer¬ 
chants detrimental to trade, p. 502, par. 10, 12——Influence and intrigues of Chunqua, 
p. 502, par. 11; p. 504, par. 7-Evil of suspension of trade felt by the Chinese govern¬ 

ment, p. 5ft2, par. 13--—Only way of influencing its conduct, p, aOS, par. 14——Diffi- 
cidty of judging of the Committee’s conduct, p. 503, par. 15——Trade liable to in¬ 
terruptions by caprice of the Viceroy, p. 503, par, lo—Frequent State embassies 

reeommendea, p. 503, par. 17-Chunqua^ intrigues unsuccessful in the removal of 

the merchants, p. 504, par. 8-Checked by Puaukhequa, p. 505, par. 11——Re¬ 

sistance to the Cohong system successful, p. .505, par. 13——Juniors always joined 
with the senior merchants in business, p. 505, par. 49——Piimua’s influence from obli¬ 
gations conferred on the Junior Hongs, p. 505, par. 41——Chunqua and Pinqua not 
likely to coalesce, p. 506, par. 42——Object of Government in promoting the Cohong, 
p. 506, par. 7——Character of the several Hongs, p. 506, par. 8——Influenee of 
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llovvqua, p. par. ‘J-Cohoiig influence Rhewn in tiic dealings willi (he Americans, 

p. .'>00, par. iO-Would destroy eompctition, p. 507, par. 11-/‘rices would be 

fixed by one party, p. 507, par. 1*2-Would anniliilate trade, p. 507, par. Id -Neces¬ 

sity of resisting the system, p. 507, par. 14-——Cohoiig system, partly can'ied into 
eilect, p. 523, par. 16. 

Comnitrcc. Pretended to be held in contempt by die Chinese, p. 427-But its sus- 

f iension felt by the Government to be injurious, p. 502, par. 13, 14-Inference drawi, 

rom their anxiety about the recall of Sir Geor«e Staunton, p. 5*27, par. 15-Appre¬ 
hension of removal of the trade, p. 585, par. 10.-See L'ltincse (Jovernment. 

Committee of Canton FACTony. Resents the prohibition to use sediui-chairs, by for¬ 
bidding (he Chinese to enter the Factory in them, p. 410-Presents a Hemonstrunce 

at tile City Gates on that subject, and the prohibition of the re.sideiice of femah's, 

p. 411-Remarks on the demand respecting deliverin','-up the three Parsecs, and the 

threat of sending an .armed force into the Factory, p. 414--Demands an explanation 

from the Viceroy, p. 420-Kenionstrance to tlie IIojipo on the prohibition of fo¬ 

reigners having their wives to reside with them, and points out tliat they are incon- 
sisfeut with the morality of civilized nations, p. 423-The use of sedi.n-chairs fre¬ 
quently nec.essary from illness, p. -4*23-The prohibition pointed out as inconsistent 

with the»eharac(er of benevolence claimed by tlie Chinese, p. 4*23-Kejiels the insi¬ 
nuation of being aided by traitorous natives, p. 424-Removes the grins brought up 

to the Factory in expectation of assault by a military force, ]). 4*2(j-Refuses to 

remove the resident females, on the faith of former jiromises against annoyance, p. 432 

-Denies that Mr. Baynes fal.sely filled the chair, as stated by the Chine.se, p. 434 

-.Shows that it was his duty to arm the h’actory, p. 43;j—^—\N ill not allow the Chi¬ 
nese authorities to interfere with the conduct of the Comjiany’s .servants, ji. 434 ; ]. 414, 

])ar. y-Gives a detailed account of the discussi(.ins with the Chinese Government 

c^oncerning the prohibitions .against female residence, and using sedan-chairs, p. 4-10 
to 4-16——Takes part in this business in unison with the indignant feelings of the resi¬ 
dents, ]). 440, par. 10-^'Pakes jirecautions for defence of the F'actory, and personal 

security of residents, p. 44), par. 11 ; p. 442, par. ICi-—Removes the guard from the 

Factory on assurances from the Chinese Government, p. 4-13, par. .58, 50, 60-A 

firmness of conduct nece.ssary to prevent encroachments, jo 4-14, jiar. 13.-See Fc- 

vialcs Resident at Canton. Sedan-chairs. 

Investigates the circumstances leading to the death of Mr. Mackenzie; scc.urc.s the 

accused person, p. 4.50—^^158-Reasons for resi.sting the interference of the Chinese 

Government,p. 457 ; p. 467, par. 7-Sends the accused in custody to Bombay, p. 457. 

458, 450-.States the case of the seaman given up by the French, p. 457-Refuses 

to give up the deceased’s body, p. 463-ICxplains the affair to the Court of Directors, 

p. ■‘167, par. 4.-See Mackenzie. 

Orders Captain Innes to porvide a guard for the protection of the Factory, p. 460 

-Approves his and Captain Baylis’scoialuct, p. 470.-See tinned Force. Females 

Re.<tident at Canton. 

Directs ships to sail detained because of unsettled accounts of the Hongs ; ordered 

to return fire if fired on by the forts, p- 47’1. -See Fire from Chinese Forts. 

Complains of the obstacles to the liquidation of the bankrupt Hongs’ debts, p. 474 

-Arrangements entenid into, p, ■17.5, «par. 2*20-23*2.-See liankrupt Merchants. 

Representations as to theburthens on trade, p. 47t», par. 188,01, 92.——See Trade. 
Burthens on. 

Order ships to sail detained by the Chinese in consequence of a man being killed 

by an English seaman, p. 478, par. 0-Promises to prosecute (he inquiry, p. 470, 

par. ‘2-^Explain their reasons to the Court of Directors, p. 480, par. 1/-Avoids 

much difficulty by referring the investigation to Captain Au.stin, when the Chinosi.' 
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could take no part ia it, p. 4!Sl, par. 17-Points out the dang^erof admitting a «u.spi- 

cion to exist against any man in the ship, p, 48‘2, par. 21—23; 24, 25.-See 

Dvtrntioii of S/tijix. 

llcpre.sents to the t'hinese govormncnt the evils of extortionate deniatids on the 

Hongs, by (he IToppo, j). 483, par. K-Directs the ships detained to sail without 

permission, whicli procures the obtaining it, p. 481, j)ar. 13, 14, 15.-See Deten¬ 

tion of Ships. 

Resists the attemps of the Chinese government to interfere in the conduct of the 
Comj)any’s servants, as in the instance of Mr. Roberts, who is ordered by the Go¬ 
vernment to cpiit Canton, p. 48;")—487-Suspends commerce till order rescinded, p. 

dSt). par. 8 ; j). 48(i, par. 137.-See Suspension of Trade, 1. 

Procures reilress of cornjilainl of ill-treatment of the First Lieutenant of His 
]\^ajesty's shi}) Indefatigable, p. 487, par. 2U8; 29‘.1.-See Jndefatigafde. 

Arrangement to rcmo\c the embarrassments of the Hong merchants, p. 48S, par. 2 

-.Avoid.s any interference with the Chinese government, which would give a pretext 

for burthening the tra<Ie, p. 48'.), ])ur. 14- —Considers a suspension of trade as a last 

measure, ]). 4'.)3, ])ar. lb-Protects the Junior IMerehants, p, 494, par. 8—It)- 

Ci)unteracls the unfavourable t.li.spo.siliou of the Viceroy tow;irds them, p. 4‘,K), par. 12, 

13-Supports their credit, [>, 4‘.)8, par. 12, l.b ■ Make.s arrangements on behalf of 

Chuiupia's creditors, p. 4',)8, ])ar, 21—23.-.See i/o«g Merchants. 

Communicates to the Court of Directors the endeavours of the Chinese to eatabli.sh 
a Cohong, J). 4'.)'.)—5()7-Endeavours to counteract it, p. 499, par. 27.5, 27r)——Diffi¬ 

culty of judging of the conduct of the Conniiittee ; importance of trivial circumstances, 
p. ."){)3. j>ar. 1.')-Difficulty of their situation from the trade being liable to interrup¬ 
tion from the caprice of thcA'iceroy. p. ;">0.3, j)ar. 10-Recommends frequent eni- 

hassie.s to thi' Chinese govenumMit, p. r)03, ))ar. 17-Resistance to the Cohong 

svstem .successful, ]>. ;")().'», par. O'-(iive.s tin'character of the several Hongs, p.;‘)00, 

jiar. 8-Points out the necessity of resisting the system, p. 507, par. 13, 14-—— 

!8ee Cohong. 

.Arrangements f4)r opening the mission preparatory to Lord Amherst’s Embassy, p. 
.‘,08, par. .’).•-See hniiliussy. 

Steps takcfi to pretent the combination of ’'rea-morchants, p. 510, par. 10-Re- 

s lives to resist the proceeding, but to avoid the detention of the ships if pos.sible, p. 

.511, par. 12, 14—p. .512 ; 31)-Proposes plans for purchasing' of inferior merchants, 

]>. 513, par. 37 ■ ■ - ^succeeds in dissolving the combination, p. .514, par. 3.-See 

Ten-Merchants. 

• Joins with the Hong Merchants in representations to the Viceroy respecting Frauds 
in the'Fea Coiitracts, p. .51(>, jiar. 11.-.8ce TciH Contracts. 

Discussions with the Hong Merchants on the demand for a gift to the Emperor on 
his attaining his OOth year, j). 517. par. 10—20.-See Foreign Trade. 

Representations on tlie ju'ohibition to emiiloy natives in the Factory, p, .519, par. 8, 9 

-Suspends commercial intercourse, and diH’ereuces adjusted, p. .521, par. .5, 6- 

Endeavours in behalf of the lingui.st Ajeu, j). .521. par. 2-Delivers addrc.sses at the 

City Gates, p. .521, par. 3-Sends a mission to Canton, under Sir G. Staunton, to 

interfere for Ajeu, p..522,par. 7—15 ; p. .528,par. If)—-ill-Obtains an intercourse on 

a better footing, p. .527, par. If).-See Discussions with the Canton Government in 

1814-15. , * 

Addresses the Government for removing the detention of the ship General Hewitt, 

p..531, par. 3-Forhearance on the refusal to receive the address, on account of Lord 

.Amherst’s cinbas.sy pending, p, .532, par. f) ; p. ,534, par. 21-Directs the General 

Hewitt to move to Whampoa, p. 532, par. 8-Ordered to return fire in case of 

necessity, p. 533, par. 10——Delivers adtlre.ss at the City Gates, p. 533, par. 

11, 12-Endeavours to obtain the rele.ise of a compradore from ijuprisouunyit. 
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f . par. 13—1.>——Suecofds, p. .'>35, par. 8——Proceeds to load the fleneral 
lewitt, but stojjped, p. 53(j, par. 10—Demands port clearances, p. .'>30, par. 11 

-.Adjusts the ditFercuce with the Governtneut, and .ship loaded, p. 537, par. 3, 1 

-Points out the necessily of a perfect knowledge of the Chinese lunguafre. 

]). .»31, par. .5; p. ;)38, par. 2.-See (Jcvcral l-feiriti Ship. 

Proceedings respeciitig Mis Majesty's ship Alceste, p. .53‘.t—5*13.—See Alc<\<!te. 
Joined with American Consul to procure the punishment of robbers and murderers 
of the property and crew of the Wabash Amori(«m ship, p. .543, par. 02-Deter¬ 

mines to resist a threat to search the Company’s sliips for contraband goods, p. .5*1.'!, 
par. 04.—Sec JJmeussinns tvith the Ctinfon (iovrrnment. 1817-18. 

Proceedings to adjust the difficulties arising from the death of a native by an 

officer of the ship London, p. 514-Derives great assistance from Dr. Morrison. 

p. .54.5, par. 7 ; p. .540, par. 12.—See JJis-ctissions mth the CUinton Qovernim.iil. 
1820-21. 

Difficulties ari.sing from the attmy at Lintin, between the crew of His Majesty s 
ship I’opaze and the inhabitants, in which two Chinese are killed, p. .518——Kemon- 
strates on being made re.sponsible for the conduct of King’s .slii])8, p. .548, j)ar. 3, 7 ; 

p. 551), par. 1—3 ; p. .501, p. 11.-Determines to resist the suspension of trade by the 

Viceroy, p. ;)41), par. 6 ; p. .550, par. 0-Resolves to remove the treasure, and retire 

from Canton, p. 5.50, par. 7, 10, 3; j».5.5l, par,0;p. .553, par. 13-Kec( uiimends.'v con¬ 

ference between the Viceroy and Captain Richardson, p. 550, par. 2; p. .551, par.7. 

——On Captain Richard.son’s sailing trade resumed, ]>. .557, l)ar. 12-Resists the 

renewed demands for delivering uj> the men in ilie following year, p. 500, par. 0 . 
p. .502, par. 2——Remonstrates iigain.st the doctrines of the Chinese as to accidental 

death, p. .501, par. 10-.Suspends the trade, p. .50.3, par. 0, 7—-Kcsiimes it on the 

invitation of the Hoppo, p. 503, par. 8.—-See Sii.ijirn.<iioti. of Trade by the (.■hinf.te, 2 
(.Complains to the Viceroy of an attempt by some natives to e.vtort money, by j)re' 
tending that the crew of the Ralearras was the cause of the death of a Chinese, who 

was brought in a dying .state and left in the ship’s boat, p. .500, par. 5.-.S-e 

Extortion. 

Representations to the \ ieeroy of the coiuluct of the Macao cu.st.om^house peoj)le, 

p. .508, par. 08-Exactions repressed in consecpience, p. .5(5'.), par. 34.-.“see 

J /aeao C'u.slom-hou.<tc. 

Obtains a formal recognition by the C’liinese Government of the right of addressing 

the Government, exclusive of all other foreigners, p. 570, par. 3-Ohhuns redress of 

a complaint, p. .570, p. 44.-S(;e Right of Addrr.t.viv" the Vuntun Government. 

.Joins with other foreigners in obtaining the suppression of exorbitant charges for 
boats between Canton and Macao, p. 571, par. 1 ID—Recpiires the Hong Merclmnls 
to state the. legal charges, p. 571, par. 1(5——But cannot prevent their encouraging 

illegal fees, p. .572, par. .52.-Sec Charges for Boats. 

Complains to the V’iceroy of an assault made on Captain Walker in Canton, and 
obtains redress: procures the stippression of disorderly sjiirit-shops, p. 572, par. 4. 
-See Wtdker, C'aptain. 

Expostulates with the Government on the injustice of insinuations against them of 

contraband practices, p. 573, par. 24, 20.-.'See Contraband Practiees. 

Steps taken in coti8e<pience of the accidental death of a Chinese on board the Gol- 

conda, p. 573, par. 4—8-Adjusts tl^*. affair witlioiit difficulty, p. 574, par. 21 — 

Points out the favourable change in the minds of the Chinese as to accidental deatli. 

as regards foreigners, p. .575, juir. 3.-See Death of a Chinese, 

Resists the infringement of privileges, p. 575, par. 41—4:3-Remonstrates on cer¬ 

tain grievances, p. 570, par. 4(5—51——Being rejected by the Viceroy, obtains redress 

by presenting it at the City Gates, p. 577, par. 52—.54.^-See Privileges, Infringe- 

ngent of. 



INDEX TO THE SECOND APPENDIX. 609 

INDKX. 

Applies for removing' tlie ejiibarnissnieiits of trade, p. .'>78, par. I’-Prefers fhal 

object to forwardiiifr the loadiii" of the shij)s for the season, p. 578, par. 5 -Reasons CON—DE.A, 

for resistiiiff the encroachments of Chinese authorities, p. .'‘)7‘.), jiar. 1(>, 17-Deter¬ 

mines to abstain Iroin trade till grievances are redressed, p. .'>80, par. 18, P.) 

-A<ldresses a memorial to the Kntperor, p. .080, ])ar. 20-Favourable opinion 

of the security of eominercial properly in Cl>ina j). bSl, par. 31-Points out the 

good eft’eets of presenting atldresses at the City Gates, p. bsM, par. first 3——Orders 
trade to be resumed, on an ae«-ommodation being effected, p. .'iH:!, par, 2——States the 

details of the discussions, and the appointment of new Hongs, p. .‘)84, par. 4, r>, C- 

Gives encouraoement to the new Hongs, p. ,')S4, par. 7-Points out the necessity of 

oompetition among them, p. oH.'r.par. ‘J-Augurs favourably of the augmentation of 

the Hong, p. ."iS"), par. 11-Resumes commerce, p. .')8(), par. 14-Addresses the 

V«iceroy for removing difficulties to the new appointments made in the Hoppo’s depart¬ 
ment, p. .oS7. par. 2—1-Describes the character, circumstances, and connection.s of 

till' new Hongs, p. 5H8, par. 7—2-Interferes for the benetit of fonugners, p. 5H‘(. 

par. 4'-.\ddresses the Governor recommending the creation of more Hong Mer¬ 
chants, p. ;V.Jt), par. 3fi.-See Hong Mrrr/innfs oiul Stutf of I'oreign Trade. 

Relates tile proceedings of the Chinc.se to check the Opium Trade, p. T)'.)!—5‘.f(;- 

Objects to the Company's ships giving bonds, as required by the Chine.se Government, 
p. ;V.)2,p.ar. 40, 11, ; p. 'I'.Kl, par. 21,22-Points out the, extent of the evil if com¬ 
plied with, p. .'>03, par. 23, 2.''), 2t’)-Would be justified in resistance, j>. .V.fd, par. 27 

-Remonstrates with the Viceroy, p. .V.M, par. 28-And obtains from him an 

exemption from the regulation, [). bOf), par. 2, 3-Will consider it proper to require 

ojiiurn ships to depart, j). .V.);'), par. 18, 12-Notifies to the Hengal Government the 

intention of enforcing the restriction.s of the Chine.se authorities, j). CM), jiar. 8,'?, 84. 

-.See Opium Trade. 

i 'osTnAHAKXt PRACTIVKK charged uguinxt the Sujxereargois ; (21.) Paper (1*1.) p. 572. 

I'njust unpufations, p. 573, par. 24-Threat of rescinding privilege of coninium- 

cating in Chinese language, p. 573, par. 2.5-Insinuations retracted, p. .573, par. 2t>. 


D. 

DnnicU, Mr. ; Assists in forwarding the in.structions relating to Lord Amherst’s Em¬ 
bassy, p. ,5()8, par. 0. 

Dkatw of a CtnnB8F. hxj Accident, on board the Country Ship (iolcondu , (25.) 
Paper (E.) p. 573. 

Accidental circnmsfanccs of the death, p. 573, par. 5--The facts immediately 

communicated to the magistrates, p. .573, par. (>-^I’lieir inquiry ; admitted to have 

been casual, and the relations sati.sfied, p. 574, par. 20-Affair adjusted without 

difficulty, p. .574, par. 21 ; p. 574, ])ar. G-Inference in favour of a change in the 

Chinese notions of responsibility of foreigners for accitlental deatb, p. .575, par. 3. 

Death of Chinese Foreigners. A seaman of the Royal Charlotte accused of causing 
tlio death of a Chinese, but without any jiroof, ]>. 4^7, par 3, 5——Ships detained in 

consequence, p, 477, par. 1-Danger of ndmitting that the man caused the death, 

unless satisfied of his gmilt of murder, p. 480, par. 14; p. 482, par. 21—23; p. 482, 
par. 24, 25. 

Accidental doatli of a Chinese by an officer of the ship l.ondon, p. 544, par. 2- 

The family quieted by gifts, p. 545, par. 7-'I'lie olVender demanded by Chinese 

nii^istrates, p. .545, par. 0-Sati.sfied by a subterfuge, p. .547, par. 18.-.8ec 

Discussions with Canton Government , 1820-21. 
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Two (’liincse killed in an aftray with the crew of tlie Topaze, p. 458, par. 2-The 

mencoiiccnied demanded to be delivered np, p. 548, par. 5-Resisted by the Coin- 

inittee, as having no control over His Majesty’s ships, p. 54‘.), par. 3, 7-Plea of 

self-defence not admitted by Chinese law in cases of death of natives occasioned by 
foreigners, p. .555, par. 9 ; p. 55(), par. 3 ; p. .5(>0, par. 4 ; p. 5fi0, par. h ; p. 5() 1, par. 
10—Subterfuges proposed by the Chinese to avoid compromising tlieir authority, 
p. 554, par. IG; p. 503, par. 0. - See S'usjjension of Trade by the Chinese. 

Attempt to extort money, by tlio Chinese taking advantage of the law against homi¬ 
cide by fi>reigners, p. .500 ; p. .507, par. 0-A Chinese at the point of death brought 

to a ship’s side, and pret(‘nded to have been killed by tlie crew, p. .500, par. 2- 

Relatives confess the fraud, j). .5()0, par. 5 —— But slightly punished by the Govern- 
ment, p. .507, I>ar. .3, .53, .54.-See Extortion. 

w 

Death of Foreigners by Chinese. .A.tlack on the American shij) AVabash, and murder 
of several of the crew ; and punished by the Chinese Government on representation to 
it, p. 543, par, 02. 

Death of Foreigners by Foreigners. .A Portuguese seaman of the Stormont killed by 
a French seaman of the Success; given up to the Chinese authorities by the Frencli 
Consul, and executed; no inquiries into the facts, or benefit of trial ; no allowance 
made for accidental death ; tlie lirst instance of the kind, p. 457-Chinese Govern¬ 
ment claim jurisdiction of such cases, p. 4(>(l—^105-Will not di.scriminate between 

intentional and accidental dc'ath, j). 407, par. 7.-See Mackenzie. 

Detention of Ships by the Chinese ; (.3.) Jhiper (K.) p. 477- 

In consequence of a Chinese being killed by an Engli-sh seaman ; pretended identili- 

cation of the ofteiiding seaman, p. 477, par. 3-Chinese propose that the shij) should 

sail, and the offender punished by the Engli.sh law when discovered, p. 477, par. 5- 

Acceded to, but not ratified by the Viceroy, p. 478. jiar. 7-No {lort-elearanctrs 

obtained ; ships ordered to sail, p. 478, par. 9-Not opjiosed by Chinese, on promi.se 

of continuing the inquiry, ji. 479, par. 2-Demand for delivering up the man 

renewed in the following year, p. 479, par. 29S, 299-Kxplunati(.tn if. the Court of 

Directors, p. 480, par. ll-Injustice of delivering up the man, being uncertain of 

his guilt, p. 480, par. 12-As it would have been .sending him to execution, p.4Ml. 

par. 15——Evil of giving u]» an individual to an indefinite demand, p. 481, par. 18- 

Evil of admitting the suspicion of any men, whicli would revive the discussion, p. 482, 
par. 21—25. 

Detention of the ship General Hewitt, p..530, jiar. 3.-Sec Suspension of Trade. 

Ill consequence of deficiency in the Hong accounts, p. -172.-.See Fire from Chi¬ 

nese Forts. 

Detention of Ships in consequence of the Jiong Merchants refusing to satisfy 
extortionate Demands of the Iloppoo : (4.) Paper (E.j p. 482. 

Hong merchants refuse to purchase “ sing-songs,” /. e. clock-work, for the use of 

the Hoppo, p. 483, par. 290-Hongs reque.st the importation may be discontinueil, 

p 483, par. 291——Remonstrance to the Viceroy, p. 481, par. 10-Resolution to 

dispatch ten ships without permission, p. 484, par. 1.3-Which induces the grant of 

jierraission, p. 484, ]»ar. 14.-Grand Chops for sailing of the ships, p. 484, par 1.5. 

Directors, Court of ; State to the Committee at C'anfon that the resort of European 
Females cannot be sanctioned, and represents the evils that might result from resis¬ 
tance to the prohibitions, merely to avoid a temjiorary domestic sacrifice, p. 44.5, 
par. 27. 

, Considers the affray at Linton between the inhabitants and the crew of His Ma- 
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jesty’s ship Topaze the business of the two Goveruiiieiits, not of the Company, p. otVj, 
pur. 0. 

UtscvasiosH with the Canton Government, Season Isl l-lo: Paper (E.) p. .'>18 

Conduct of the Chinese Government ; Comniilfoe direct ships to stop at Chumpee. 

p. 51M, par. I-Arises from llis Majesty’s shi])s |•enIuinin},'• there, p. .hlb, ])ar. '2 - 

American pri/c ships there, p. 51*.), par. 2, M-Hcjireseiitations unfavourable to His 

Majesty’s .ships, p. 51*.). par. 4-laiteresli-d coiifhict of Pinfpia, p. 51*.), par. 4 - 

.An American brig arrives with a prize, Arabella, an English ship, and is taken to 

.Macao, p. 51*,). par. 5-Kefused admittance by Portuguese ; taken possession of by 

llis Majesty’s ship Doris, p. 5U), par. (5-Chinese Government deem it an .Ame¬ 
rican ship, and a breach of neutrality, p. .51*.), par. 7 -.Native attendance at the 

Eactory prohibit'd, p. .51U, par. H-More Euro]>earis would become nece.ssary, which 

'^oubl ttuid to disturhances, j). ,51*.), par. *J-.Suj)|M)sed object of the juohibilion, 

p. 520, par. 12-Refusal t<> receive representations in C'hinese characters, p. 520. 

par. 14. 

Commercial intercourse siispemled by the Committee, j). .521, par. .5.-But dif¬ 

ferences adjusted, p. 521, par 0. 

Difl’erenbes renewed, p. .521, par. 1-Seizure of a linguist for carrying a portrait 

of the Prince Regent to Pekin, p. 521, ])ar 2-.Address refused rweption at the 

t.'ity Gate.s, j)ar. 3-(hmimittee order British to tjuit Canton, and ships to lea\e 

Whampoa, p. .522, j)ar. tl-Good efl’e.cts produced ; recapture of the .Arabella 

allowed to be pro])er, p. .522, jiar. .5-Differences to be discussed by Sir Geo. 

.Staunton, and a iiej>utation from the Viceroy, ]>. 5-32, j'.sr, (>, 7- -Broke off by the 

V'ieeroy, and Sir Geo. .Staunt(m joins the ships, p. 522, par. 10-Renewed at the 

request of the Hong Merchants, j). .52;1, pur. 11-DiH'erences adjusted, p. 52.’5. 

par. 12-Cohong system partly carried into efi’ect, p. 523, j)ar. 10-.Measure's of 

(jppressioii checked for the ])re.sent, p. .523, par. 17-'IVade proceeded in. p. 524. 

pjir. IS-Conduct of Sir Geo. Stuanton highly appreciated, ]). .524. par. 1‘)- 

Discussions terminated, p. .524, par. 2, .‘k 

Grievances of Europeans, to he judged of, must be considered collectively. ]>. .521. 
par, 4-Conduct of Chinese Government influencc'd by persons interested in .Ame¬ 
rican trade, p. .525, par. 5-Attack by bouts of the Doris on an American schooner 

censured, p. 525, par. 5-Griexances enumerati'd, p. .525, ])ar. C-.Specious con- 

tluct of the Chinese in discussions of complaints, p. .52(>, par. S - Imputes treason¬ 
able practices to the Committee with the accused linguist, p. .>2(i. par. *.)-Right of 

.addressings in Chini'se laugujige conctsled, p. .52fS, par. 11-Prohibition of cmi'loy- 

ing natives in the Factory, p. 520, par. 12, 13-Foes for boats passing the Bogue, 

p. 527, par. 14-Their seeming indill'erence to trade only pretended ; shown In 

tlieir anxiety to re.sume it wln'u suspended, p. 527, par. 1.5-Intercourse with the 

Chinese put on a better footing by the discussion, p. 527, par. IG. 

Conduct of the Chinese Government towards the accused linguist, p. 52S, par. IG 

-Perversion of justi<!e, p. 528, par 17, 18, 1*.), 2*.), 3t)-His ofl’ence stated to be 

his connection with the English, ji. .528, par. 31-Banished, p. 52*J, par. 0-Late 

in.surrectiou.s fabsely attributed to the Christians, j). .52*.), par. 8-Inimical dispo¬ 
sition of the officers of government, p. .530, par. 10-Necessity of limn 111*88 in resist¬ 

ing unjust conduct, p. .530, par. 12. 

• ■ 

ViMCvaaiONM with the Canton Goeernment, 1817-18 ; (IG.) Paper (E.) p. 543. 

• 

Several American Seamen killed by the t.'hiiiese, and their ship plundered ; and 
punished on the joint representations of the United States’ Consul and Committee. 
]). .543, par. (52——Regulations of commerce with foreigners not English, p. .543. 

par. G3-.Attempt to search foreign ships to be resisted, as being detrimental to the 

general interest of trade, p. 543. par. G4. ' 
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Discussions with the Canton Gocenment, 1820—21; (17.) Paper (I'].) p. 

A Chinese killed by a party from the ship London poing- for water, in firing to 

intimidate several from annoying the seamen, p..544, par. 2-ball-cartridge used by 

mistake for a blank, p. 544, par. 4-Deceased’s family quictetl by gifts, p. 545, 

par. 7-The offender demanded to be delivered up, p. 545, par. 0—-Absconded, 

]). 5-10, par. 10-^I’he body of a man who had died by suicide substituted for the 

offender, p. 540, j>ar. 15, 10——Inquiry made by the Chinese, who put tqi with the 
subterfuge, p. .547, par. 18 to 20—Attempt to revive the inquiry prevented by the 
Chine.se authorities, p. 547, par, 0 ; p, .548, par 7, 12, 

Doris, His Majesty’s Ship ; takes possession of an American prise, p. .519, par. 0—— 
Attack on the American schooner at Whampoa, p. .525, par. 5. 

Drummond, Captain, p. 50<), par. 3, 4. 


E. 

Earl of Balcarrus Ship; Atten»pts of Chinese to e-Ktort money, by leaving a dying 
man in its boat alougsi<lc, p. 506. 

Elphinstone, Mr., when President, counteracts the endeavours of the Chinese to destroy 
competition, p. 507, par. 11. 

Embassies to the Chinese Gorernnirnt; Recommended as likely to be advantageous to 
trade, p. 503, par. 17. 

Embassy under l,ord Amherst: (9.) Paper (E.) p. 508. 

Communication to the local government, p. 508, par. 4-Arrangements for open¬ 
ing the mission, p. 508, par. 5-Communication favourably received, p. 508, par. 2 

Inconvenience arising from Captain Clavell’s name being included in the bond to wait 

an answer, p. ,509, par. 4-Alerchants object to Sir Goo. Staunton accompanying 

the embassy, p. 509, par. 5-Supposed reasons, p. 510, par. 7—Anxiety at the 

delay of the ambassador'.s arrival, p. 510, par. 10. 

Forbearance of the Conunittoe pending, p, 531, par. 2, 4; p. 532, par. 6; p. 534, 
par. 21. , 

Extortion of Money by some Chinese; (19.) Paper (E.) p. .566. 

Pretended death of a Chinese, p. 566, par. 2-A man in a dying state brought 

to the side of the Balcarras, and placecf in her boat, p, 566, par. 3——Relation.^ 
demand comjieusation, p. 566, par. 4—Confess that he died of disease, p. .50(), 

par. .5-Liability to such impositions from the recent laws of China as to death 

occasioned by foreigners, j). .567, par. 6, 7-Conduct of the Government, p. .567, 

par. 3——Trifling punishment of the offenders, p. 567, par. 53, .54. 

Extortions of the Hoppo, p. 482—Compels the Hong to purchase clock-work for 
him, p. 483, par. 290.——-See Detention of Ships. 

F. 

Fatqua ; Character of his Hong, p. 506, par. 8. 

Fearon, Mr., Hanoverian Consul ; his name improperly introiluced in the Chinese pro¬ 
ceedings re.specting Mr. Mackenzie’s death, and intimidated to quit Canton, p. 441, 

par. 14-Was not concerned in the afffay, as as.serted by the Chinese authorities, 

p. 4.52. 

/’tAjiii.Bs, Residence of, at Canton: Paper (A.) p. 407—446. 

Proclamation of Chinese Governor, interdicting the bringing of foreign women 
to Canton by foreign merchants ; the Hong merchants commanded to expel the women; 
their notification of the order, and requisition that the women be sent to Macao, p, 408 
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-C:hop from Hoppo, with remarks ou the practice of brin"ing women to Canton, - 

as contrary to law, p. 410. J'I'.VI \IJ‘3S 

Address from the Select Committee,and British Merchants, and Commanders ami 
Officers of ships, written by Dr. Morrison, remonstrating’ against the intenlictions, 

and complaining of the iiLsnlting accusations, p. 411-Viceroy threatens to send 

soldiere to remove the females by fonre, p. 414-Answer of the Select Committee to 

the V^iccroy’s demand about the three Parsces and the lady; the Committee resolves 
to resist the admission of an armed force into the Factory to seize a British subject, 
p. 414—^—Communication from the Government that there was no intention of execut¬ 
ing the threat of violence ; the preventing the residence of foreign ladies not of sufficient 
importance to employ force ; Committee determine not to withdraw their guard till 
some document is received from the Viceroy, p. dlo. 

Ftlicts from the Viceroy and Hoj)po, in answer to the Committee’s Remon-strance ; 
foreign women first allowed to remain on ship-board, then to land at Macao; but 
cannot be allowed to come to (.’anton; instances stated; Mr. Baynes charged with 
op])osing the prohibition, p. 415- IjBws of interdiction of longstanding; Hong mer¬ 

chants to see that they are obeyed, and to remove the foreign women to Macao, p. 416 
——The Hoppo's reply to the Remonstrance ; laws of old standing, and to be obeyed. 

p 417-The intruduction of foreign .slave-women always against the law ; merchants 

<'an visit their families at Macao; heretofore foreign women not allowed to reside a I 
Canton, p. 4IN - Fidict from the Commandant at (’anton, enjoining obedience to re¬ 

gulations made to soothe and tramiuillize ; merchants to keep (j^uiet and attend to their 

merchandize, p. 4iy--Address from the Committee reque.sting assurances from the 

Viceroy of retracting the threat of sending an armed force into the Factory, p. 4’20‘ - 

Hong merchants’ assurances agaiu.'-t molestation of any person resi<lcnt in the Factory; 
edict of the Viceroy complaining of delay in giving up persons accused of murdering a 
Dutch captain, Mr. Mackenzie; and in bringing a f(;reign woman and a girl into the 
b’actory ; threat <»f sending an armc<l force, but not necessary if the merchants are peni¬ 
tent ; comjilains of the anuing of the Factory, p. 4‘21-Foreign merchants trading 

cpiietly will be protected ; the guns must be sent to the ships ; the women to Macao : if 

obstinate*, ^he commerce will be stoppe<l, p. 422-Remonstrance of the Committee 

against the prohibition of foreigners having their wives to reside with them; states that 
the practice has long existed; and points out the injustice of disallowing it, p. 423. 

Assurance of security from the Viceroy, p. 425-The military will not bo moved to 

surround and e.xpel them, since Baynes and others have become penitent, p. 425 ■■'■7’he 

guns required by the Governor lobe sent away from the Factory, p. 426-Ordered 

away by the Board, p. 426. 

The Iloppo comjdains of being importuned by representations. Regulations made 

to prevent foreigners from falling into the net of the law, p. 427-Chine.se can do 

without woollens an<l watches, but foreigners cannot do without tea and silk ; cannot 
show* kindness, because the Chief has cut oil' the means; the Chief and others must 
meditate on this and the past, that they may enjoy benevolent rule. p. 427. 

Report of transactions made to the Imperial Court; repre.scnts that the English 
were alarmed by a false report of an intention to surround the b'actory by military, 
and which caused them to place guns and guards; the military kept quiet guaril, that 
the foreigners might not be befooled by wrong suspicions ; found, on inquiry that 
the guns were brought to the Factory in ignorance of the law*; ordered away, and the 
foreign women to be removed, p. 428. 

Edict of Kwangcliow Foo for removing the foreign w’omen brought by Baynes and 
others to Canton, p. 431——Viceroy’s edict, renewing the orders for the removal of 
the ladies, p. 432——The Committee refuse, referring to the promises formerly gi\ eii 

for no further annoyance, p. 4.32-—The Hoppo’s edict, accusing Mr. Ihiynes of lieing 

the cause of the pre.sent business; that he falsely filled the Chair, and introdnceil 
foreign women, p. 4.32—Marjoribanks and others permitted to come to the city for 
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- renujviup Buj-uos fruni the Chiership; Biiyues may be kept iti safe custiKly till his 

KK-M \l,Ks. puiiishtiieiil is deterniiiied an, p. lliA. 

Reply to the lloppo’s edict, <leuyiug tliat Mr. Bayiios fal.sely filled the Chair, bill 

properly succeeded Mr. Plowden, p.4d4-Urges the propriety of allowing the wives 

of foreign residents to remain with them ; Mr. Baynes armed the Factory for necessary 
self-defence; British chanu'ter not to be intimidated by threats, p. 4155. 

Edict from Governor Le ; English merchants have always obeyed regulations, and 

never brought married or unmarried women to Canton, p. 43;")-When some were 

brought by mistake, sent back; the trade was not stopped when Baynes brought 
women with him, because all sliould not be punished on account of one man ; now 
Baynes is gone, (\)mmittee to enforce observance of law ; husband and wife should 
not bi> scjiarated at home, but it is ilill’erent when they arc abroad, p. 430. 

He[)ly from the Imperial Court of Pekin leaves a <li.scretionary power to the offi<>»;.-. 
of the Govei'iiment to act according ti) eireum.stances, p. 437-Repi'tition of prohibi¬ 

tions of women coming to Canton; considers the guns were brought up for defence 
against pirates ; old regidations to be enforced ; to he done with all good manage¬ 
ment, p. 43S. 

Memorial to the Emperor from T.sooiig Keiin King, &c., states that Baynes having 
introduced foreign women, armed the Factory under the false apprehension that sol¬ 
diers would surround it, p. 13S-Baynes, on repentance, sent back the guns, and 

removed the women to Macao; obstinacy of foreigners, particularly Baynes ; another 
Chief chosen in his place ; prohibitions must be observed , the barbarians must be 
kept in awe, p. 4.3i). 

Order of Governor Lc, for enforcing- former regulations against the residence of 

foreign women, p. 43‘.1-If o))posed, must be expelled by force, p. 440-Foreign 

women brought by Thornhill and VV'hitcmau must be removed ; Hong merchants to see 
this obeyed, p. 440. 

Extract of letters from the .Seh'cl Committee to the Court of Directors, detailing 
' these proceedings ; maligna)it temiier shewn by the Chinese Government in prohibiting 
the residence of European females; threats of removing them by an armed force, 

p. 110, par. 0-^Indignant fceliiig.s of the residents; call on the ('ommittee to join in 

remonstrating, j) 440, par. 10-Precautions taken for the defence ol* the Factory. 

p. 441, par. 11-In past .seasons several ladies resident; Mrs. Baynes invited to 

Canton by llowipia, p, 4-11. par. 12——Reasons why the safety of the families of the 

luemhers of the Factory reipiire them to be resident, p. 441, par. Pk-Threats of tlie 

Government have hearings on the allVay which occasioned Captain Mackenzie's death, 

p. Ill , i>ar. 1-1-Concession would encourage the Chinese to insist on searching thb 

Fai-tory, and .seizing persons, p. 4-12, par. 15-A guard ordered into the F’actory, 

|>. 412, par. 10-No appearance of the trade being distui-bwl, p. 442, par. 17 

-'I'ho tdiiucse restrained fi'om attempting that mode of annoyance by the pro¬ 
ceedings of last Season, p. 412, par. IK -Mere verbal assurances not sufficient 

t" give confidence of safety, p.-113, par. 57-Promises given that English ladies 

sliould not he molested ; and that the edicts were matters of form, ]). 44.3, par. 58- 

Order given for removing the guard in con.seijuence, j>. 443, par. .5‘J, (’>0-Viceroy’.s 

re])ly that he will not admit the principle of moving the military to surround and 
expel ; and terminating the discussion, p. 444, par. Gl. 

Proclamation of tlie iloppo against IV|r. Baynes, and interfering with the servants 

..f the Company, p. 444, par. ‘.t-Resistance necessary ; being an experiment how far 

tlie Company will yield, p. 444, par. 10, 11-Imperial edict ordering things to be 

arranged with liberality, and managed with kindness,” p. 444, par. 12—Evinces an 
amicable disposition ; induced by the rebellion in Tartary ; impressions of proceedings 
of last year; favourable effect of firm opposition to encroachments, p. 444, par. 13 
—f—The subject of female residence acknowledged to be a trifling matter; influence of 
the jealous feeling of the Hung on the conduct of Government, p. 445, par. -— 
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Uiifliie weight attached to the question, p. 415, par. 10-Interchange of courtesies 

with the local authorities, p. 445, par. C. —(?U1. 

Extract of a letter from the Court of Directors to the Select Committee at Canton; 
states that the resort of European females to Canton cannot be sanctioned ; great evils 
might result from resistance to the prohibitions, merely to avoid a temporary domestic 
sacrifice, ]). 445, par. 27. 

Forfignerx forbid<len to use sedan-chairs in Canton, p. 408 to 440. 

FoiiEtuM 1 ’rave, Charges ou : (12.) Paper (E.) p. 517. 

(amtributioii of ibe Hongs to the Emperor on his GOlh year exceeds former gifts; 
will fall on the trade, p. 517. par. 16, 17, I8-—New imposts on the trade prohibitwl 
'\y the Hojipo, p. 518, par. 10. 

Forrign Trade ; State of, and additional Hongs. See Hong Merchants. 

Fire from Ciiinkse Forts, to he returned by Ships: Paper (D.) p. 472. 

Ships de,taiued by tliinese, because of deficiency of the Hong’s accounts; ordered 
to sail, and to reliini fire if fired on by the forts ; one .shij> fired at, which was returned ; 
another jjasses through the liogue, p. 4/2.-See Alee.vte. 


(J. 


Gekerai. Hewitt, ('oiiijuivy's Shiji: (14.) Paper (E.) p. .580. 

Seizure and ill-usage of the t5)iii])radore, under pretence that he conducted Europeans 

to the city, j). 540, par. 1; p. 5.43, par. 1.3-'I'ortured and imprisoned, p. .534, 

])ar. 14, 1,5-Keleaseil, p. .535, par. 8. 

Niitives in the Company’s enqdoy ill-treated by the Chinese, p .531, par. 2-Ship 

(leneral Hewitt conveys presents connected with Lord Amherst's embassy to Tring 
.Sing; detained under pretence of irregularity, p. .5.31, par. 3——Mi.sunrlerstanding 

from a ditl’erent translation of a Chinese character, p. 5.31, par. .5-Refusal to 

receive address ; forbearance of the Committee on account of Lord Amherst’s embassy ; 

p. 5.32, par. ti; p. 534, jiar. 21-'I'lie Ceneral Hewitt to move to Whampoa, and 

wait the arrival of the Auiba.ssador, p. .532, par. 8-Refusal to receive the letter 

explaining the intention, p. .532, par. y-Ditfieull situation of the ship; in case of 

violence, ordered to return fin*, p. .5.').3, par. 10———Letter delivereil by a deputation 
at the City (.iate.s, ji. .533, par. 11. 

General Hewitt allowed to load, but under conditions refused by the Committee, 

j). 535, jiar 22-'I'lireat against persons in Company's employ, p. .536, par. 9- 

Loading the General Hewitt stopped, p. .536, par. 10-Port-clearance ilemanded, 

unless permitted to complete the lading, p. .536, par. 11-Load on condition of 

waiting Lord Amherst’s arrival, p. .537, par. 3-Chinese not to be trusted with 

translating communications, p. .538, jiar. .5—Viceroy satisfied with Committee’s 
reply ; vexatious interference of the luerehaiits, p. .538, par. 6. 

* 

(Inewqua, a bankrupt Hong merchant; Discussions for the liquidation of his debts, p. 474. 

Golconda, Ship; Accidental death of a Chinese on board, by tlie recoil of a hawser, 
p. 573, par. 5.——See Death of a Chinese. 

Goqua: Character of his Hong; p. .506, par. 8. • 

Grievances of Europeans, in carrying on trade, must be considered collectively ; p. 524, 

i,ar 4-KcmonstraiHic to Chinese Government on several, presented at the City 

4 K 
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^ , Gatos of Cautoii, p. 577, })ar. 52, 53, 5-1-Determination of the C'on.mittee to 

liIN—HON. abstain from trade till grievances redressed, p. 580, par. 18 — A memorial of, to the 
Empi'ror, p. 580, par. 20. 


II. 

I ling Tur ; The Name of Ycn-ke-l'seano's Hoii", p. .588, par. 7- 
llnmiride ; Chinese law as to, when occasioned by Foreigners. See Dentlu 
IIosG Mehcuants, Enil/arruAxmcnts o/' ; (7.) Paper (E.) p. 488. 

Arrangement of (daims of European creditors, p. 488, j)ar. 2-Application to 

(dhne.se tloverument would have been a pretext for imjmsitions. p. 48H, par. 3— 
t-hunqua desirous of being re-adniitted to a share in the Company s business, p. 4SS, 
j)ar. 10—.A.llotment of business between the Hongs, p. 48'.», par. 11. 12. l.'l 

-'I’he debts will be liquidatwl from their prolits ; but if under the arrangement 

of the (.’hinesc government, will be jiaid by the body of Hongs, and charged cm the 
trade, p. 480, par. II-.Manner of contracting for tea, j>. ISJ, par. 15-i-llong' mer¬ 
chants, 1800-7, insolvent, p. 48'.), par. 107-'I’he ruin of live exj)eeted, p. I'JO, par. 

100-.Advantage to the Cotnj)any to prevent this, p. 400, par. 170-Moderation 

of the Hop|)o Te-ta-Zin, p. 40<l, par. 172-Meritorious cond'ict of private credi¬ 
tors, p. lOO.jwr. 173-Hongs have now resource's within Ihem.selves, ]>. 400, par. 174 

-——.Advance to merchants, and rate of iutere.sl charged, ]>. 401, j)ar. 175-Bank¬ 
ruptcy of the merchants will occasion additional taxation, p. 401, par. 12-Debts by 

failure of the Hongs will fall on the Eurojiean trade, j). 492, par. 08-States of tin; 

Cuinpatiy's atliiirs in China, j'. 102, par. 14-Su.spending the trade to be the last 

resm’t.p. 403, jmr. 15-Ditlicully of conducting a trade unprotected by the Chinese 

(lovernment, p. 403, par. 10-Apprehension of Junior Merchants of the renioval of 

those in debt by the Chixies(; (lovernment, p. 403, j>ar. 38-Their debts would fali 

on the trade in the shape of duties, p. 403, par. 41-Endeavours to jxrotect them, 

p. 404, jiar. 8, 0, 10——Good ertects therefrom, p. 404, par. .5-Disposition of the 

l‘’ir.st .Merchant in favour of the Juniors, p. 40.5. par. .5, 0, 7-Cnfavo*urable dispo¬ 
sition of the Viceroy towards them to be counteracted, p. 40C>, par. 12, 13-Fa¬ 
vourable determination of Chinese Government, ‘p. 400, par. 25, 7-Their extri¬ 

cation frmn embarrassment necessary to the Company’s interest, p. 407, par. 144—— 
Project of the Govtirnment to remove them abandoned, when found contrary to it.s 

interest, ]>. 407, jxar. 147, 148-Imjxerial edict in tiieir favour, p. 408, par. 11- - 

Advances and endeavour to support their credit, j).-lOS, j)ar. 12, 13, 14, 15- 

.Arrangements made in behalf of Chun(pia‘.s creditors, j). 408, par. 21, 22, 2.‘b- 

S('e ( ofioiig. 

Ifoso AfKitcuAKTH. Stale of I'oreign Trade at (.'anlwt, and the Estublishmint of 
addilioual llong.s ; (27.) Paper (E.) p. 57^. 

.Ajijdicatioii to remove omb.-irrassments of trade, p. 578, ])ar. 3-Unfavourable 

reply. p. .578, p.ar. 4—Inqmrtancc of the object; preferred to loading the ships, 

p. ’>7'', ]>ar. .5-Imperial order for establishing new Hongs disregarded by the local 

authorities, p. .5/0, par. 7 -" ~ - IiiHuence with the Chinese (lovernment purely commer¬ 
cial, j>. 570, i»ar. 15-Has become a powerful instrument ; reasons for firmly resist- 

ing the encroia'hmonts of Chino.se authorities, p. 570, ]»ar-'lt), 17——Detenni- 

n.ition to abstain from trade till grievance redressed, p. 580, pixr. 18, 10-Me¬ 

morial to the Empeian', p. .580, jmr. 20——Returned ininoti(;ed, p. 581, par. 30, 31 

-N'ieen.y’s answer eoiicili;it<*ry, p. 581, par. 32-Its substance, p. .581, par. 33 

—;—Security of property in trading concern.s highly favourable in ('hina, p. .581, 
j)ar. 34——^Favourable dispobitiou of llie Court of Pekin inferred, p. .582, par. 35—30 
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' Good effects from pre.seiitiiij>- addresses at the City Gates, p. .')83, par. first 3 

-Hope of restoring- tiie number of Hongs, p. .'>83, par. first 2——Exiiorbitant 

fees demanded for the appointment, p. 583, par. last 2-An accommodation 

efleeted, p. 58.3, par. 2, 3-Details of the discussion, p. .584, par. 2—-Oin- 

new Hong added, p. 584, par. 0—Alleged difliculty of finding candidates; new 

one.s to be encouraged, p. .584, par. 7-Necessity of competition by new Hongs. 

j>. 5M5^ jij,r. *,) Frauds in the bankruptcy of Manhoj), p. .58.5, par. 10-Augmen¬ 
tation of the Hong favourable, p. .58.5, ])ar. 11-Favourable inference, j). .580, 

j)ar. 12—Commerce resumed, p. .580, par. 14-Pim-suy-lan a candidate for a 

new Hong; ob.staclc from fees ilcmanded, p. .580, par. 1,5-Obstacle removed, 

p, oSy, par. 3-Pun-.suy-lan appointed, with others, p. 5^7, par. .5-Character, 

circiinistances and connections of the new Hongs, p. .588, par. 0—-Security given 

*'ide]»endent of the old Hongs, p. ,'>88, par. 11——'I’hese appointments will open com¬ 
petition, p. ,58y, par. 12-tVmduct towards the bankrupt Hong of Chunqua, p. 5^’.>. 

par. 13-Interference by tlie Committee for the benefit of foreigners advances the 

Comjiany’.s interests, j). .58'.), ]>ar. 4.5——Addition of two more Hongs, p. .590, pur. 0 

-Addre.ss for creating more, p. 590, par. 20——Advantage acknowleilged by the 

t3iinese, p. .590, par. 5. 

Hovg Merchant/t. Hie characters of the several Hongs, p. .50G, par. 8, 9; p. 58's, 

par. G—9-Complain of frautls in contracts for tea, p. ;51.5, par. 9-.loin with 

the Committee in reprc.ssing them, p. GIG, par. 11—Demand on them for a contri¬ 
bution to the Emperor on his GOth year, p. 517, par. IG, 17-Encourage exorbitant 

cJiarges for boat.s between Canton and Mac.ao, p. .571, par. 119, 16; p. 572, par. 52- 

Suspected of conniving at contraband trade in opium,, p. .591, jiar. 38, 39. 

Hong Merchants, Junior. Their ruin desired by the Chinese Government, p. .500, par. 

■3. 7 ; ]'. 497, par. 147-Would be injurious to tnule, p. 502, par. 10-Supported 

by tbe t'ommittee, p. 4iM, par. 8—10; p. 497, par. 149 ; p, 498, par. 11, 12, lo.- 

See Jinnkrupt Merchants. 

Hongs ; Names of, can never be changed ; but names of hidividuals constantly altered 
according tG their caprice, p. .58.8, par. 7. 

Hou'ipia. His character as a Hong merchant, p. 5(M>, par. 8-Influence over foreign 

trade, p. .506, jiar. 9-Overrules the combination of American merchants, p. .506. 

pur. 10. 


I. & J. 


Jameson Captain ; His .services in delivering an address at the City Gates of Canton 
p. .533. par. 11,12. 

Indbfatioablk, His Majesty's Ship ; (G.) Paper (E.) p. 487. 

First Lieutenant of, attacked and ill-treated while on shore, and a gun stolen by the 

Chinese, p. 487, par. 298-Uemonstrance to Government; complaint redres.sed, 

J). 488, par. 299. 

hives. Captain John. Supplies a guard to tht;Factory, p. 409-His conduct approved, 

P- 470. 


K. 

Kinqua ; Character of his Hong, p. 500, par. 8. 

4 K 2 
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Linth) Affray at, between the crew of theTonaze and Chinese, p. 548-See Death of 

\tit,ves. liirhurdson. Suspension of Trade by Chinese. Topnze. 

London, Ship ; Affray with the natives, p. 514.—See Discussions. 

Lyra Brig; Accompanies His Majesty’s Ship Alceste on Lord Amhenst’s Embassy, 
p. 53^*, par. 23 ; p. 542, par. 0. 


M. 

Macao CirsTou-HOuaE, Conduct of the People at; (20.) Paper (E.) p. 5G8, 

Aggression of the ])eopIe, p. 5(58, par. 47. 68-Bepresentations to CJovcrnmeiit 

neglected, p. .568, par. (')'.)-Abuses o.stonsibly removed, but Uicitly allowed, p. .5tt8. 

par. 72-Instances, p. .560, par. 73-Smuggling falsely charged against comman¬ 

ders of ships, p. 560, par. 75——Exactions supim'sscd, p. 560, par. 34. 

Mackeuzif., Mr., Death of -, Paper (H.) p. 117 to 468. 

Information of his <U'ath in an affray, p. 417-.\ccuse<l persons arrested, p. 417- 

Inquest of a jury, p. 4-18-Men liberated on conditions, p. 440—^—Again arrested on 

demand of the Viceroy, p. 410-Circumstances of the affray ; Captain Mackeii/.ie 

interferes in a quarrel about a locked door, and is wounded, p. 44‘.)——Persons lic¬ 
ensed committed to cu.stody, p. 450-Depositions of wilncssc.s, p. 450-Hong 

Merchants directed by Chinese (lovcrnment to make inquiry, p. 451-Chinese ma¬ 
gistrates claim jurisdiction, p. 4.52—^Kil-Instances of the exercise of their authority. 

p. 452-461-Case stated by them i f a seaman civen up by the French in 1786, and 

put to death by the (Jhinese, p. 1.5.3, 454-Inquiries by Chinese magistrates, p. 45.5. 

Select Committee consider the business, p. 4.56-licasons for not allowing the 

interference of the Chinese, p. 456-Accused to be sent to Bombay, p. 4.57- 

Order for that jnirpose, p. 4.5‘J-.Account of the affair transmitteil thither, p. 4.5S. 

-Cornmittc'c’s statement of the c.'ise of the seamen given up by the French, ]). 457. 

The body of the deceased and the person of the accused denfande<l by the (.‘hinese 

(lovermnent, p. 4()2-Orders inquest to be made, p. 462-Reply that the iiccusimI. 

was gone, and declining to disturb the body, p. 46.3-Viceroy insists on right of 

jurisdiction, p. 464-Further demand for giving iqi the accused, j). 465-Reply, 

p, -Pro])o.sal by Chinese magistrates that the accused should bo tried by liu- 

Engli.sh uinler the superintendence of Chinese, p. 466. 

Explanation of the affair to the Court of Directors, p. 467, par. -4-Reasons for 

refusing to deliver iqi the accused, p. 467, par. 7-Usual routine of business not 

affected, p. 467, pur. 8. 

Mackenzie, Mr., Death of. Captain of a Dutch ship, p. 447-Parsee.s implicated 

in, demanded by the Chinese (jovernment, p. 414-The affair mixed up with the 

motive for expelling Female Residents from Canton, p. ■'141, ])ar. 14. 

Ma~too-lea7tfr, a new Hong; the Hong’s name, Shun 4’ae, p. 588, par. 2. 

d/ua/io/y, Hong, Bankruptcy; frauds of,*p. ,585, par. 10. 

Ma.ru'ell, f’aptain of His .Majesty’s ship Alceste. .Sec Alceste. 

MeteaLf'e, Sir T/icr.p/iiliis. Assists in executing the instructions respecting Lord Am¬ 
herst’s embassy, p. 508, par. 6-Conveys LoihI Buckinghainshir<‘’s letter on the subject 

lo Canton ; waives his privilege of being seated in the Viceroy’s presence, p. .508, par. 2. 
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Morrison, Dr. Address to (’hiiiese authorities, remonstrating against the prohibition of 

femah'S residing at Canton, drawn up by him, p. 413-His assistance in adjusting the 

difficulties arising from an afiray with crew of the ship London and some natives, p. 545, 

par. 7-His thorough knowledge of the Chinese language very advantageous, p. 54G, 

par. 12. 

Mnmfmt ; (Uiaracter of his Hong, p. 506, par. 8. 

Murder. Sec Death. 


N. 

Xamrx o/' Person.'s, in China, constantly altered according to the caprice of the indivi- 
^dual ; hut tian»es of Hongs can never ho changed, p. 588, par. 7. 


O. 

Oni'M 'VnAOE: (2H.) Piij)cr (E.) p. .5‘Jl, 

Chinese ihreaten to check llu' trade, j). ,001, j)ar. 31-Pinqua doprive<l of his 

Hutton, j). .001, jmr. 3(3-Committee (lisinelined to interfere, p. .001, par. 37- 

ProtH>cding.s of the Chinese goveriimojit to suppress illicit trading, at which the Hongs 

are suspected of conniv’ing, p. .001, par. 38 ; p. 502, par. .30, 47-Bonds required of 

the ('oinpany's ships, p. 502, par. 40 ; p. .003, par. 21,22-Objectionable, p. .0t)2, 

par. 41-But imputations on the Company’s ships disavowed, p. .002, par. 45- 

('ontisciition of cargoes of illicit ships, p. 5'.)2, par. lO-Bonds rotpiired of the Htmgs 

for ships, against illicit trailing in opium, j). .0‘.).3, par. 16—2('-Extent of evil if com¬ 
plied vvitli, p. 503, par. 23; j). 504, par.2(!-May become pretexts of injustice, p. .004. 

par. 25-Will justify' opposition, p. .001, par. 27-Hemonstrance to the Viceroy, 

J). 504, ])ar. 28 - Who persists, p, .004. par. 2‘.* - Who will make uo distinction 

betwei'ii the Company'sand other ships, p. .001, par. 1-On reconsideration, exempts 

them fr< m the law, p. .00.0, par. 2, 3—l^rivate opium ships required to depart, 

p. .005, par. 18, 10-Company’s trade made responsible for the departure of private 

o])ium ships, p. 506, par. 81, 82-Notice to the Bengal government of the intention 

of the Committee to enfiirce the rcstrictii n.s of the Chinese .'uthorilies, p, .096. par. 
83. 84. 


P. 

/’/go/t, Mr,, affray with the Chinese, p. 514, par. 4. 

Pinqun, the Second Hong Merchant, p. 4t!6, par. 10-Endeavours to establish a Cohoiig, 

]). .001, ])ar. .0-lOifriendly tn the English, and partiality to the Americans, p. .001, 

par. 6 ; i>. 501, par. 7-His inthienee derived from vNoalth, and obligations conferred 

on the .lunior Hongs, p. 505. jmr, 41-Will not coale.sce with Chunqua, p. .0(K), 

})ar. 42-Interested to favour the American.s, p. .0)9, par. ,3, 4-Depri\ed of his 

ilutton, p. .091, par. 36. 

Ponijiia. a bankrupt Ilong Merchant ; Discussions for liquidation of his debts, p. 474. 

Pnirji.r.(iF.n, Infringement of : (26.) Papet (E.) p. 575, 

Disposition to‘rescind e.stablished privileges; disregard of representations, p. 575. 

par. 41-Address returned, with directions to the merchants toalter it, p. .075,par. 42 

-Disavowal if any alterations by the merchants, p. 5/5, par 43-Messenger of an 

address seized, p, .075, par. 44-Beply to it coutuincliously pasted on the walls. 

|). p»r* 44. 
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-; ^ Exoirsions ou the water for amusement restricted, p, 576, par. 45-Abusive pro- 

—SEl). elaniatioii issued, p. 576, par 4(i-Reraonstranco on these grievances, p. 576, par 47— 

51-Refustxl to be received, j). 577. par 52 -Presented at the City Gates by a 

depntatiou and detachments of boats’ crews, p. 577. par. 53-The expeebent success¬ 
ful, p. 577» par. 54-Conciliatory conduct of C’hinese, p. 577, par. 37. 

Commercial; Security of, in China, p. 581, par. 34. 

Puan-khe-ijnn, the First lion" Merchant; allotment of business t o him, p. 49.5, par. 5 _ 

Guod conduct, p. 495, par. 6-Assists the Junior Merchants,]). 495, par. 7——Ad¬ 
dress and capacity, p. 4'.)4, par. 4-Checks the intrigues of Chunqna, p. 505, par. 10, 

11-His character as a Ilong Merchant, p. 506, par. 8. 

Vunishment. See Caiigtic. ^ • 

Ptnt-suy-lan. A candidate for a new Hong, p. 585, par. R; p. 587, l>ar. 15, 2, 3— - 

Admitted, p. .587, par. 5-His Hong named Chong Wo, p. .588, par. 8—-—Correct 

name Puan-wun-taou, p. .588, par. 8. 


K. 

liiGiiT OF JIddrbssinc the Canton Gorrrnmeiit ; (21.) Paper (E.) p. .570. 

The privilege allowed e.xcliisively to the Committee, and of great importance, p. 570, 

par. .3-Satisfactory conduid of the Chinese otlicers, p. 570, par. -41.-See Cfftnesc 

Character and Language. 

Richardson, Captain of His Majesty’s ship Topase, p. .548, par. 3——Aft’ray between 

his crew and Chinese, in which two Chinese are killed, p. .548, par. 2-Writes tc the 

Viceroy explaining the circumstances, and slating- tliat they shall be reported to his 

sovereign, p. 5.52, par. 4, 5, 6; p. 557, par. 11-Not noticed by the Viceroy, 

p. 555, par. 8-Rejects a subterfuge jiroposed by the Hong merchants, p. 554, par. 

16, 17-.Writes again to the Viceroy, p. 554, par. 18 ; p. 557, par. 8——Receives no 

reply, and sails, p. .550, par. 11 ; p. 550, imr. 4.-See ^Suspension of Trade by the 

Chinese. 

Roberts, Mr., connected with the defatdting merchants Gnewqua and Ponqua; advances 

them money, p. 485, par. 4, 7-Orderetl to leave Canton by the Viceroy, p. 485, par. 

4, 5 . Prevented by the interference of the Committee, p. 486, par. 137, 138.-St>e 

Suspension of Trade, 1. 


S. 

SEDAN-CuAina used by Europeans ; Paper (A.) p. 408—446. 

Order of Governor Le, prohibiting foreigners going abrjut in Sedan-Chairs; a 
foreigner seen to go into the Factory seated in a chair contrary to order; inquiry to be 
made whether the Hong merchants have connived at the practice, p. 408———Foreigners 
to go to their boats on foot; the Hung merchants to sec the order observed, p. 409— 
Resolution of Committee, prohibiting persons coming in Sedan-Chairs into the Fac¬ 
tory, p. 410-Address written by Dr. Morrison, remonstrating against the prohibition, 

p. 411,-If foreigners sick in going to and from the Factory, not to ascend Shotilder- 

carriages, p. 416—^^'orcig-n merchants in former days did not use them ; overstep their 
station by using them now, p 417.——Hitherto not used, therefore no hardship in 
walking, p. 419. 
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Tidiot from Isoiiufif Kouii disallowing the use of Sedan-Chairs,p. 419—Address from 
Select Committee, remonstrating against the prohibitions, p. 42(),—Imperial reply, 
repeating tin! proliihitions ; memorial from ('hinese aiitliorities to the EmjHsror on the 

use of Sedan t.'hairs by the merirhants, )). 438-Order from Chinese Governor Le 

against the. use,p. 43‘.J-Extract of letter to Court of Directors ; resti’ictions removed 

on Chinese being employed as (.'hair-bearers, p. 44'>, par. 0. 

Shouldcr-Carrid^i'x described, p. 418.-See Hcdun-Chuirs. 

Shun Till- ; 4'ho name of Ma-too-leang’s Hong, ]). 588, j)ar. 9. 

in atl<‘s(iaion of aiUduvits, made by a coloured impre.ssion of the deponent’s 
‘land, ji. .574, jiar. :2(). 

.Sei! ( 'onlrdhand Pmetiers. 

S/.fiiniton, Sir Urorfrr. ]>. 492, par. 13-False imputations against him by Chunqua, 

)). 502, par. 11-His arrangements defeat ('huinpia’s intrigue for removing the .Tnnior 

1 longs, j). . 591 , par. -ls})ersonally attacked by (.’hiniqua, p. .504,par. 9——Attached 

to Lord .\mhersts embassy, p. .508, par. (V--His accompanying the embas.sy objected 

to by the Hong, ]). .509, ])ar 5-Siqiposed to ari.se because of his knowledge of the 

Ciiinese language, and of the proceedings of the local government, p. .510, par. 7- 

His mission to Canton in 1814, p. 522, i)ar. 7,8, 10, II, 12-His conduct commended. 

])...'t24, par. 19. 

Sinrmoni. Ship; A Portuguese .sailor belonging to, killed by a French seaman, p. 457. 

Success- Galley ; a French seaman belonging to, having killed a seaman of the Stormont, 
is given up to the French (5)nsul, and put to death by the Chinese, p. 457. 

SvfiVF.ssios OK Thavk: 

1. Jii/ the Committee. 

2r the Chinese. 

1. ./’y the Comniittce : 

In eonsequenee of the Viceroy directing Mr. Roberts to quit Canton; (.5.) Papet 
(E.), p. dJSo. 

Imputations against Mr. Roberts, as ctmnected with Gnewqua’s and Ponqua's. 

3liairs, p. 4S5, par. 4.-Required to leave (5inton, p. 485, par. ,5-Advanced 

money to tbe defaulting merchants, p. 485, par. 7—■—Retraction of Chinese Govern¬ 
ment, p. 48G, par. 8-Comni(‘rcial intercourse declined till the order for his removal 

is rescinded, p. 4sn. par. 137-Viceroy concedes, p. 480, jmr. 138——Business re¬ 
sumed, ]>. ISO, jiar. 1.39-Other insolences checked by (his proceeding, p. 487, par. 27. 

Inconsequence of the discussions, in 1814-15, respecting prohibition to employ 
natives, and the arn*st of the linguist Ajeu, p. 519. 

Resolved on by tlu! Committee to enforce the redress of certain grievances in respect 
to foreign trade, and the a])poiuting of additional Hongs, p. 580, par. 18—Chinese 

conduct influenced by the fear of, j). 442, par. 18-resorted to only as a Iasi 

measure,)).493,par. 15-Is an evil felt by.thc Chmesc Government, p.510, j)ar. 13; 

p. 5,5.‘5, par. 12-.\o other way of influencing it, p. 50.‘<, par. 14———Su.speuded in 

1814, p. 522, par. 5-^—Apprehensions from suspension during the discussions about 
increasing the Hongs, )). .58.5, par. 10. 

In consequence of some Chinese being killed in an affray, at Lintin, with the crew of 
Ilis Majesty’s ship Topaze; (18.) Paper (E.) p. 548. 
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—- Affray widi (ho inhabitants at Liiilin, j). r>4S, j.ai. '2, JJ-liijuslirc of making^ the 

Company answerable for the conrlnct of Ring’s sliips, p. .'HS, par. .‘1, 7-'IVatle sus¬ 
pended in consequence, p. .MO, par. (i-Difficulty of adjusting the busine.ss, p. .MO, 

par. Committee determine on resisting the Viceroy’s measures, and steps taken, 

p. 550, par. 6-Treasure to be removed, p. .o.jO, pur. 7-10-Viceroy insists on the 

men being delivered up, p. 5.50, p. 2-Factory withdraw to the shijts, witli tlu“ 

treasure, .550, p, par. It-Viceroy retracts his threats, p. 551, par. 4-But not his 

intention of renewing the discussion, p. 551, par. 5, 0-Iletiring from (’anion per¬ 
severed in, p. 550, par. 3; p. .551, par (>-A conference with C'aptain Kichardson 

recommended, p. 55], par. 7——Viceroy insists on his demands; ships removed 

through Boc(;a I'igris, p. .552, par. 2; p. 553, ])ar. 0, 10, 11-Jlong represents the 

Viceroy disposed to accommodation, and suggests a letter i.f e.Njilanation from Captain 

Richardson, p. .5.52, par. 4, 5-\Vritt*s, but no notice taken of it, ]>. 5.52, parjd'C K 

-Preparation made for a complete removid from Canton, j>. 5.5.3, j»ar. 13-.Sen¬ 
sation on the C’anton government, ]). 554, par. 14-Hong merchants propose a sid)- 

terfuge, p. 5.54, par. 10-Could not be acquieset'd in by ('aj)lain Ricliardson, ji. .5.54, 

par. 17-A letter of explanation written by him totlie V iceroy , ]). 554, par. IS- 

Which the niercliaulsprumi.se to deliver, j>. 5 1, par. lO, 20-iVlandi.rins rejiair to 

the Topaze to make inquiry , p. 555, jiar. .3-7-Doubt ill of success, ji. 55(), par. 8 

-Plea of self-defence not admitted by Chinese law, p. 555, j)ar. 0; j). 55(), par. 3 

-Imperial decision, p. 550, par. 1-.5-Cajilain Richardson rcs'dves to sail, j). 5.50. 

par. 11-Sails, p, .5.50, par. 4-llejiresentation to tin'lOnglish (jovernment pro¬ 
mised, p. .557, par. K, It-As the shi]i has sailed, no further explanation can Iw- given 

if demanded, ji. 557, par. 1J-I'cade re-ojiened, and imitation to return to Canton, 

p. 557, par. 12. 

Discussions renewed by Viceroy, and the return of the accused seamen demanded, 

p. .558, par. 70-73-Committei' deny having promised to return tin* men, ]). .500, 

par. 0-Edict issued making the Chief of thi' l'’acfory answi'rable for the conduct 

of King’s ships, p..55‘.), par. 1-.3 ; p. 501, par. I I-Remonstrance against the conduct 

and doctrines of the Chinese (jovernment as to homicides, ji. 501, par. 10-Return 

of the accused seamen expected by the (diinese, p. .501, par. 3-.Stc^ipage of trade 

threatened, ji. .502, par. 4 -Men again demanded on the arrival of the Bombay, 

p. .50.3, jnir. 2-Committei' susjiend tin* trade, ji. ;503, jiar. 0. 7-Trade 

resumed on the invitation of tin* Hoppo, p. ,503, par. H--l'’actory return to Canton, 

p. .504, ))ar. 10. 

Opinion of the Board of Control; .an affair between tin' Covi'rnments, and not with 

the Company, p. 504, par 0-Exjiedienls prop<ised by tlu* Hongs to give' a 

belief that the men had died on the voyagi'; reji'cled by the Committee, j). .504, 
par. 0-'I ho affair probably concluded, p. 505, par. 2, 3. 

2. By the Chinese: 

In consequence of disputes ii'.sjiecting the affray at Lintin, with the crew of the 
Topaze, p, 54s. 

Detention of ships in conscipience of a Chinese being killed by an Faiglish seaman, 
p. 477-Sec Detention of Ships. 

Detention of the ship General Hewitt, p. ,530.-See General Hewitt Ship. 

In cojusequenee oftlie deficie.iicy in t^e J long’s accounts, p, 472.-See Fire f rom 

( hinese Forts. 

111 conseipience of the Hongs refusing to comply with extortionate demands of the 
Hoppo, p. 182.-See Detention of Ships. 
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l\f)E.V. 


y'ti dosTHACTs, Frauds in: (11.) Paper (E.) j*. 51;'). 

Hong niorehant.s resolve to coinpliiin to the (1 ovcrnnienl, p. 51;5, ])ar. V)-Pm- 

verbial dishonesty of the dealers, p. 515, par. 10-Committee join in representations 

the Viceroy, p. 5I(), jiar. 11, Pi, 13-Favourably received', p. 51(>, par. 14_ 

Edict for their jiunishnienl, p. .5l7, par. .57. 

J'y.i MF.ncii.ixTu. ('innhination of; (10.) Paper (E.j p. 511. 

Hong merchants to be assistwl in preventing, p. 511, par. 10-'I'ea merchants 

refuse to allow aj>])reciation and rednclion in price, j). 511, j)ar. 11-llesi.stuncc 

necessary, though at j)resent loss, p. 511, ])Hr. 12-Persist in their demands, p. 512, 

.^inr 20-Plan of resistance, p. 512, par 30, 31-Prices, p. 512, par. .32- Terms 

proposed to the chief tea merchants, and refused, p. .51.3, par. .33, 34, .3.5, ,30_ 

Proposal to the poonn- tea nu'rcluuits, p. 513, par. 37-W'hicli is likely to 

succeed, p. 511. par. lO-Combination dissolved, p. .514, par. 3-Magistrates 

denounce ])nni.sluuent against combinations, j). .51;5, par. (1. 

Tea Merchants : Manner of contracting w ith them, p. 480, par. 15. 

'J’liornhill, Mr.; Resides with his wife at Canton; forbidden bv the Chinese Government 
p. 131,430. 

His Majesty s ship; aftVay with the crew of, and Chinese, in which twoChine.se 
are killed, p. .54S.-See Suspension of Trade. 

Tn.tnK. BvnTHExs o\: (2.) Pajjcr (E.) p. 170. 

Representations to the Viceroy unattended to, i). 170, par. 18S-Re(|nested to 

be connnuiiicated to the Emperor, p. 470, par. ‘.*1-Ihifavonrable answer, i), 477 

par. 121, 122. 

Trade. Difficulty of coiuhicting it, un})rotected by the Chinese Government, p. 41)3, 
par. 10—g-Liable to be interrupted by the caprice of the Viceroy, p. .503, par. 10; 
]). 520, j)ar. 13-Would be benefitted by frequent embassies to the Chine.se Govern¬ 

ment, J). .503, par. 17. 

Trade. Sec Foreign Trade. 


V. 


Frmston, Mr., p. .538, par. 0. 


W. 

ll 'ahash, American ship, attacked by a party of Chine.se; several .seamen killed, and shij' 
plundered; offenders pnni.shed, p. .543, par. 02. 

tVALKF.n, Captain, Attack on him in Canton: (23.),in Paper (E.) p. 572. 

A.ssaulted in the street; complaint to (Sovernment; offenders punished; disorderly 
spirit-shop 9upprcs:»ed, j). 572, par. 4. 
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